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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAl RVAN CLARK: Next up Item No. 3, petition
3 for approval of electric vehicle charging pilot
4 program by TECO.
5 M. Futrell.
6 MR. FUTRELL: Item 3 is staff's recommendati on
7 on Tanpa El ectric Conpany's electric vehicle
8 chargi ng pilot program
9 TECO proposes to purchase, install, own and
10 mai n approxi mately 200 EV charging ports within its
11 service territory at comrercial or industrial
12 commercial premses. The pilot programis
13 estimated to cost $2.3 million, including capital
14 and operational and nmai ntenance expenses, and w ||
15 | ast for four years.
16 TECO states the title pilot will provide the
17 utility with experience with public EV charging
18 i nfrastructure devel opnent and EV chargi ng | oad
19 profil e data.
20 Staff is recommendi ng that capital
21 expendi tures be capped at $2 mllion for the life
22 of the program and O&M costs be limted to
23 $100, 000 annually for years two through four.
24 I f the Comm ssion approves TECO s petition,
25 the pilot should cormmence the date of the
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1 Commi ssion's vote and term nate four years fromthe
2 date the final order is issued approving the pil ot
3 unless TECO files a petition to extend, nodify or
4 permanently inplenment the pilot.
5 In addition, staff recommends that TECO file
6 annual reports for the duration of the pilot.
7 ChargePoint filed witten comments in this
8 docket and would like to address the Comm ssi on.
9 Representatives of TECO and Wal mart are avail abl e
10 to answer questions, as is staff.
11 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Thank you, M. Futrell.
12 M. WIson, are you on the |line?
13 MR WLSON: | am
14 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Al right. You are
15 recogni zed.
16 MR. WLSON: Thank you so nuch.
17 Good norni ng, Conm ssioners. For the record,
18 again, ny nane is Justin WIlson, and | direct
19 public policy in the GQulf South and the Western
20 U.S. for ChargePoint. Thank you for the
21 opportunity to speak here about electric vehicle
22 charging and how it's devel oping in Florida.
23 Briefly, for your background, ChargePoint is
24 one of the world's largest electric vehicle
25 char gi ng networks. W provide hardware and
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1 software solutions to custoners who wi sh to instal
2 el ectric vehicle charging stations on their
3 property.
4 In the last legislative session, Senate Bil
5 7018 was passed by the Legislature --
6 CHAI RMAN CLARK: M. WIlson -- M. Wlson, et
7 me interrupt you a second. W are having a little
8 bit of difficulty understanding you. |If you don't
9 m nd, slow down. |If you are on a speakerphone, it
10 woul d probably help if you went directly to a mc
11 or something as well.
12 MR WLSON:. Chair, is this any better?
13 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Yes, a little bit.
14 MR WLSON:. Ckay. | wll try to speak sl ower
15 and clearer as we nove through the technol ogy.
16 Please et nme know if you continue to have any
17 i ssues and | can relocate nyself.
18 CHAI RVAN CLARK: It does sound a little bit
19 better. Let's try it again.
20 MR, WLSON. Ckay. Thank you.
21 In the |ast |egislative session, Senate Bil
22 7018 was passed by the Legislature and signed by
23 the Governor. Included in that |egislation was
24 direction to the Public Service Conmm ssion to work
25 with the Departnent of Transportation and the
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1 Ofice of Energy to devel op an EV naster plan. As
2 part of that, the Public Service Comm ssion was
3 explicitly tasked wwth two very simlar outputs for
4 that master plan, ensuring an adequate supply of
5 reliable electric vehicle charging stations to
6 support and encourage the growh in a manner
7 supported in a conpetitive nmarket wth anple
8 consuner choi ce.
9 Simlarly, it passed tasked the Comm ssion
10 with identifying the types of regulatory structures
11 necessary for the delivery of electricity to
12 el ectric vehicle charging stations and
13 infrastructure, including conpetitive neutral
14 policy and the participation of public utilities in
15 t he mar ket pl ace.
16 We thank the staff for its meno fromearlier
17 in the nonth, however, are concerned that despite
18 I ssuing questions to the public in the proceeding
19 to help devel op the Public Service Conm ssion's
20 inputs to the EV master plan and holding a
21 wor kshop, there is no discussion in the staff
22 reconmmendati on neno tal ki ng about the inpacts of
23 TECO s proposal on the conpetitive market for EV
24 char gi ng servi ces.
25 We think that this is an inportant conponent
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and believe that that is explicitly why it was

i ncluded in Senate Bill 7018, and we woul d
respectfully request that the Conm ssion direct the
staff to analyze those conpetitive issues before it
approved TECO s pil ot.

Thank you very nmuch. | am happy to stand for
any questions the Commi ssion or others may have.

CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Thank you, M. WI son.

Commi ssi oners, any questions for M. WIson?

Conmi ssi oner La Rosa.

COWMM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Thank you, Chair nan.

And, M. WIlson, do you believe that if this
pil ot program was approved that your conpany woul d
have any additional challenges than what nmaybe
currently exists in adding nore charging stations
at destinations that give choice to you guys?

THE WTNESS: | think that needs to be
explored. | would note that in staff's neno, they
do indicate that there are approximately 340 ports
within the TECO service territory. This particular
proposal woul d add an additional 200, nearly
doubling the size of the market. And so | think
there is definitely going to be an inpact on the
conpetitive marketplace there, and it needs to be

expl or ed.
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1 | think a lot of times in analogies, if there
2 were -- if areqgulated utility were tonorrow to
3 decide to go into the service of providing |aundry,
4 a primary conponent of |aundry service for the
5 drying is electricity, and were to -- going to
6 nearly double the nunber of laundry mats within
7 their service territory, we would think that that
8 coul d have an inpact on the other providers of
9 | aundry servi ce.
10 | think that's the sanme sort of analysis that
11 needs to be undertaken in order to, again, you
12 know, ensure that proposals, whether they be pilots
13 or ongoi ng prograns, are done in that conpetitively
14 neutral way.
15 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Conmm ssi oner Fay.
16 COW SSI ONER FAY: Thank you, M. Chairman.
17 And | appreciate the comments submtted. | do have
18 a qui ck question for you, and maybe a comrent of ny
19 own.
20 | think, you know, this docket had been opened
21 for a while, and |I noticed your comments showed up
22 in the docket yesterday. |If, in the future, you
23 know, you do like to weigh into these types of
24 dockets, please do your best to try to get us those
25 comments as early as possible so we have the nost
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1 time to review them And of course, always fee

2 free to reach out to your offices to |let us know

3 you are going to do that.

4 Wth that said, | did review those comments,

5 and | think you nmake a valid point in that Senate

6 Bill 7018 is directing what these entities, the

7 various entities should be doing as it relates to

8 charging stations. And | think the statute does

9 talk a | ot about the Comm ssion aggregating sone

10 data to hel p make better and nore inforned

11 deci si ons.

12 | do want to be cautious about interpreting

13 what 366. 287 says -- 336.287. It basically says

14 that we need to |l ook at all of this aggregation of
15 data and consider the conpetitiveness of the

16 market. | think that's significant and valid to

17 |l ook at. It should not be at the cost of not doing
18 anything as it relates to this, especially when the
19 Legislature directs us specifically to nove forward
20 with these types of aggregation projects, to get

21 t hat dat a.

22 Sol think it's -- | think it's a valid point,
23 and | think Comm ssioner La Rosa nmakes -- asked a
24 valid question in that we do want to know howit's
25 going to inpact the conpetitiveness and the
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1 consuner choice, but fromwhere | amconing from
2 and | ooking at this industry for a while, ny belief
3 Is one charger is better than no chargers, and so |
4 think we need to be very thoughtful about how we
5 ei ther support or discourage these types of
6 deci si ons.
7 And, M. Chairman, | have sone other comments
8 follow ng the speakers, but | will wait for those.
9 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Al right. Thank you,
10 Commi ssi oner Fay.
11 Anyone el se to address the Conmm ssion?
12 So TECO and Wal nart are avail abl e here.
13 Ei t her of you have any comments?
14 Al right. Then we will nove into the
15 Conmmi ssi oners' di scussi on.
16 | would add a coment or two as well. |
17 certainly am supportive of the additional
18 enhancenent in EV infrastructure. However, | do
19 have concerns with such a pilot programthat is
20 going to spread the cost over a lot -- a bulk of
21 nonparti ci pants.
22 If you | ook at the percentage of participants
23 in the TECO area that would actually utilize an EV
24 charger as opposed to the percentage that are going
25 to be paying for this additional infrastructure, |
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10

1 do not see this as a fair distribution.
2 | think that this market is becom ng nore and
3 nore conpetitive. | do tend to agree that this
4 wi Il curb sonme of the conpetitive free narket
5 pl acenent that's going on here, and | just think
6 that we really need to | ook at how, even in a pilot
7 program how we are spreadi ng cost around, and for
8 that reason, | just can't support this pilot
9 programat this tine.
10 Commi ssi oners, any other comrents or
11 questions?
12 Comm ssi oner La Rosa.
13 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Thank you, Chair man.
14 And, no, | -- | have kind of grappl ed back and
15 forth wwth this issue before us, and | had a great
16 di scussion with staff, and actually part of ny
17 guestioni ng was, you know, what the Legi sl ature had
18 done | ast year and wanting to understand, you know,
19 what's the best approach for the state and how we
20 i ncorporate this.
21 If this wasn't a pilot program | mght think
22 slightly different, but | do recognize that this is
23 new t echnol ogy and new habits by consuners as the
24 purchase of electric vehicles has been increasing
25 year - over-year and understandi ng what auto
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11

1 manuf acturers are doing and what their plans are,
2 it seens that we are going to be surrounded by nore
3 and nore electric vehicles.
4 So | think fromthe perspective of the state,
5 | think this is, in ny opinion, the right nove to
6 approve this today. Again, if this was not a pil ot
7 program you know, maybe | woul d have second
8 t houghts. But | do agree wi th what Conm ssioner
9 Fay is saying, one charging station is better than
10 no charging station, and | tend to support staff's
11 recomendat i on.
12 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Thank you, Conm ssioner La
13 Rosa.
14 Conmmi ssi oner Fay.
15 COMM SSI ONER FAY:  Thank you.
16 And t hank you for your comments, M. Chairman.
17 | was going to ask for you to give nme sone rebutta
18 tinme before I made nmy comments know ng that you
19 m ght cone after me. But | think that those are
20 valid points, and | think we do have to take them
21 i nto consideration.
22 | do think, you know, the intent of trying to
23 aggregate sone of this data and get sone better
24 decisions is really what drives ne as it relates to
25 this being consistent with what the statute is
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12

1 saying, but | wll say -- and | guess, M.

2 Chai rman, | have one question of staff before

3 nmoving forward with notioning on the item

4 But | will say that ensuring that the right

5 data is brought forward is really key, and, you

6 know, part of the -- The Wall Street Journal had a

7 pi ece this norning tal king about data breach and

8 the information that is being put out there by

9 different entities, and how we should be mndful in
10 governnent agencies retain that data, and can we
11 ensure the safety of that data and protect it |ike
12 sone of the private entities are able to do?

13 And for this, | amall about us getting data
14 to see what's being used, where it's being used,

15 and maybe where the investnents are better served
16 in the future, but | do just want to get clarity
17 with staff real quick that the data that's being
18 aggregated through this process would not include
19 any consuner specific information that the

20 Commi ssion woul d then either be passing on to the
21 Departnment of Transportation or retaining in our
22 own records that we couldn't necessarily ensure

23 woul d be protected the sane way it is in the

24 private sector. So maybe if | could get that

25 answer really quickly, M. Chairmn.
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13

1 CHAl RVAN CLARK: M. Futrell.
2 MR FUTRELL: | would like to see if M.
3 Doehling or M. Ballinger would care to respond to
4 that before |I say anything.
5 MR, DOEHLING Hi, Conmm ssioner, this is Jeff
6 with staff.
7 From ny understanding of the pilot, | don't
8 bel i eve there woul d be any consuner specific data
9 reported. Perhaps if TECO could follow up with
10 that, but fromny understanding, | don't believe
11 that is the case.
12 (Multiple speakers.)
13 MR, ASHBURN: | was just going to enter into
14 here that what we are going to producing to the
15 Comm ssion is a report, and it's going to
16 aggregate. It's not going to include, you know,
17 consuner rel ated data about nanes and purchase. It
18 wi |l be aggregated so it should protect consuners
19 fromhaving their data -- their nanmes being
20 provi ded.
21 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Coul d you identify yourself?
22 Who was that nmaking the |ast comment, please?
23 MR ASHBURN. This is Bill Ashburn at Tanpa
24 Electric. |I'msorry.
25 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Ckay. Thank you, M.
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And let ne see if | can nmake sure | understood
you correctly. You said that you the report you
were going to issue should protect that data, that
was kind of a --

MR, ASHBURN: Yeah, it wll.

CHAI RMAN CLARK: W I .

MR. ASHBURN: Renenber that the interaction
bet ween the custonmer and the charging is going to
be through a vendor who does this sort of thing,
and so we will be gathering the data fromthem not
the specific custoner who made the purchase, you
know, conprehensive data |ike how many -- how many
connections occurred, the charger, that kind of
thing, but not with detail about their nanmes or
their -- their charging -- their credit cards and
t hose kind of things.

COW SSI ONER FAY: M. Chairman, that answers

my question. | appreciate you allowing themto
weigh in. | think it's inportant.
And | do think -- | know the Departnent of

Transportation is going to have their conprehensive
report comng out before July 1 that is going to be
submtted to the Governor and the Legislature, and

| think that hel ps us ensure, as an agency, we can
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15

1 pass on that information for these pilot prograns
2 to the Departnent of Transportation and hopeful |y
3 hel p them as they continue to evaluate where it
4 makes sense to invest it, because |I think -- |
5 think you had a very valid point, M. Chairnman,
6 that if we got -- if we are going to spend noney on
7 this and decide it's the right policy, we need to
8 do it in the nost cost-efficient and best way that
9 we can, so | appreciate that.

10 And with that, M. Chairman, | amgoing to

11 nove for approval on all issues of this item

12 CHAI RVAN CLARK: All right. W have a notion.
13 Do | have a second?

14 COW SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Second.

15 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Any further discussion? Any
16 comment s?

17 On the notion, all in favor say aye.

18 (Chorus of ayes.)

19 CHAI RMAN CLARK: All opposed?

20 Nay. The Chair votes nay.

21 The notion passes.

22 All right. Any other itens that need to cone
23 bef ore the Conmm ssion?

24 Al right. There is one iteml| do want to

25 mention real quick, and | had nade a note to do
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1 this at the beginning of agenda and | ooked over it
2 conpl etely.
3 | believe that our new head of OPCis on the
4 line with us. M. Gentry, are you here today?
5 Ckay, | may have been wong about that. | wanted
6 to welcome M. Gentry and just give hima nonent to
7 make a couple of comrents if he would like, | wll
8 put that on the top of the agenda --
9 MR. GENTRY: Yes, M. Chairman, | am here. |
10 regret | couldn't get off of nute fast enough.
11 CHAI RMAN CLARK: No probl em
12 Wl conme, M. Gentry. W are glad to have you
13 on board, and just wanted to give you an
14 opportunity to make a coment if you would Iike.
15 MR, CGENTRY: Well, ny only comrent woul d be
16 that | ook forward to working with the Conmi ssion
17 very much. | have -- as you can inmagi ne, | have
18 been drinking out of a firehose here for the first
19 nmonth, but | aminpressed with the things that you
20 take on and how you arrive at your results, and I
21 | ook forward to working through these processes
22 with you in the future.
23 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.
24 Again, we are glad to have you wth us, and
25 | ook forward to working with you as well in the
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1 f ut ure.

2 Any ot her comments?
3 MR. CGENTRY:

4 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Al

S adj our ned.

6 Thank you.

7 (Agenda item concl uded.)

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Thank you for that, M. Chair.

right. If none, we stand
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