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Destin Water Users, Inc. is dedicated to providing members
with a safe, reliable source of drinking water.

Technicians at our state-of-the-art laboratory are constantly
monitoring o assure our water meets the highest standards.
Their commitment paid off with one of the best reports ever
given by state inspectors under stringent new guidefines for
national accreditation.

“In the 100-plus inspections I've conducted, Destin Water
Users laboratory is second to none,” said Lew Denny,
Biological Scientist for the Fiorida Department of Health.
“Destin Water Users utilizes the very best in techniques for

microbiology and wet chemistry —there were no deficiencies.

Customers can be assured they are getting a good and
honest product.”

We hope your'll join us in congratulating lab director
Julia Tipton and her staff for their outstanding performance.

We are pleased to present to you this year's Water Quality
Report. This reportis designed to keep you informed
aboutthe excelient water and services we have delivered to
you over the past year. With seven water wells located
throughout the city, Destin Water Users draws an average
of 3.3 million gallons per day from the Upper Flosidan
Aquifer. Due to the excellent quality of this groundwater
source, disinfection through chlotination is the only
treatment process required to produce a safe and aestheq-
cally pleasing product for the community. We are proud to
report that CUR DRINKING WATER MEETS ALL
FEDERAL AND STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR 2001.
Destin Water Users, Inc. routinely monitors for
contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal
and State laws, rules, and regulations. Except where
indicated otherwise, this reportis based on the results
of our monitoring for the period of January 1*to
December 31% 2001.




MCIL.: (Maximum Contaminant Level) The highest
tevel of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.
MCLs are setas close to the MCLGs as feasible using
the best available treatment technology.

MCLG: (Maximum Centaminant Level Goal) The
level of a contaminant in drinking water below which
there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs
allow for a margin of safety.

PPINL: Parts per miliion or Milligrams per liter (mg/l)
—one part by weight of analyte to 1 million parts by
weight of the water sample.

ppb: Parts per billion or Micrograms per liter {ug/1)
—one part by weight of analyte to 1 billion parts by
weight of the water sample.

N/ A: Not applicable

“ND”: Means not detected and indicates that the
substance was not found by laboratory analysis.

pCi/ 1.:: Picocurie per liter (a measure of radioactiv-
ity in water).

Action Level: (AL) The concentration of a
contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or
other requirements which a water system must follow.

+ The state allows us to monitor for some contaminants less
than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants do not change frequently. Some of our data
{fluoride, tead, mickel, sodium and Gross Alpha) though
represeniative, are more than one year old.

Customer Views Welcome

If you are interested in learning more about the water
department and water quality or participating in the decision-
making process, there are a number of opportunities
available. Questions about water quality or this report can be
answered by calling our laboratory director at 337-
1640 ext. 118. Inquiries about member participation
and policy decisions can be made by calling Destin
Water Users, Inc. main office at 837-6146. The Destin
Water Users, Inc. board meets at 4 p.m. on the third
Tuesday of each month at the main office at 135
Benning Drive. Board sessions are open to all
members. Our website address is
www.destinwaterusers.com.

General Information

The soutces of drinking water (both tap and bottled water)
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, resetvoirs, springs, and
wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or
through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals
and, in some cases radioactive material, and can pick up
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source
water include:

(A.) Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria,
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

(B) Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which
can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

(C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come froma
variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water
runoff, and residential uses.

(D> Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of
industrial processes and petroleum praduction, and can
also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff,
and septic systems.

(E) Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-
occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and
mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA
prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations
establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which
must provide the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses ahealth risk.

More information about contaminants and potential heatth
effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
1-800-426-4791.
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