
SWIDLER BERLIN SHEREFF FRIEDMAN, LLP 
THE FLORIDA HARBOUR 

3000 K STREET, NW, SUITE 300 
FLORIDA, DC 20007-5116 

FACSIMILE (202) 424-7647 
TELEPHONE (202) 424-7500 
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August 5,2002 

VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 

Blanca S. Bay& Director 
Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak, Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0870 

Re: Docket No. 020604-TX 

Dear Ms. Bay6: 

NEW YORK OFFICE 
T H E  CHRYSLERBUILDINC 

NEW YORK. NY 10174 
TEL(Z 12) 973-01 11 
FAX (212) 891-9598 

405 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

By this letter, Sphera Optical Networks N.A., Inc. ("Sphera") notifies the Commission 
that Sphera has filed bankruptcy protection under chapter 11 of the U S .  Bankruptcy Code. 
Accordingly, Sphera respectfully requests that the Commission write off the 2001 Regulatory 
Assessment Fee (RAF), as the Company has no funds to pay such fee. Sphera further requests 
that its authority to provide telecommunications services within the State of Florida be cancelled. 
Since Sphera is not currently providing telecommunications service in Florida, no subscribers 
will be affected by this cancellation. 

By way of background, Sphera was authorized in Florida to provide resold and facilities- 
based local exchange telecommunications services pursuant to Commission order dated 
September 14, 2000 in docket 001424-TX. Due to adverse developments in the 
telecommunications industry, Sphera filed for bankruptcy protection on February 11, 2002 with 
the U S .  Ba&ruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey (see Case Nos. 02-51607 and 02- 
5161 1). A copy of the Notice to Creditors is enclosed. 

Sphera's withdrawal from the telecommunications services market in Florida is necessary 
and reasonable given the Company's dire financial situation. Moreover, the withdrawal will not 
adversely affect the public convenience and necessity. As mentioned, Sphera does not have any 
subscribers in Florida; therefore, there will be no h a m  to the general public in the State. 
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An original and six (6) copies of this letter are enclosed. Kindly date stamp and return 
the enclosed extra copy of this letter. If you have any questions conceming this notice, please do 
not hesitate to contact the undersigned at (202) 945-6922. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen L. Greenan 

Counsel for Sphera Optical Networks N.A., 
Inc. 

Enclosure 

cc: Paula J. Mer (Florida Commission) 
Scott Ryan (Sphera Optical Networks N.A., Inc.) 
Helen Disenhaus (Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman) 
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