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August 5, 2002

VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

Blanca S. Bayd, Director , =
Division of Records and Reporting
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Florida Public Service Commission 2= o
2540 Shumard Oak, Blvd. l":gU} -
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0870 ®L = n
= T W
Re:  Docket No. 020604-TX a ©

Dear Ms. Bayo:

By this letter, Sphera Optical Networks N.A., Inc. (“Sphera”) notifies the Commission
that Sphera has filed bankruptcy protection under chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code.
Accordingly, Sphera respectfully requests that the Commission write off the 2001 Regulatory
Assessment Fee (RAF), as the Company has no funds to pay such fee. Sphera further requests
that its authority to provide telecommunications services within the State of Florida be cancelled.

Since Sphera is not currently providing telecommunications service in Florida, no subscribers
will be affected by this cancellation.

By way of background, Sphera was authorized in Florida to provide resold and facilities-
based local exchange telecommunications services pursuant to Commission order dated
September 14, 2000 in docket 001424-TX. Due to adverse developments in the
telecommunications industry, Sphera filed for bankruptcy protection on February 11, 2002 with

the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey (see Case Nos. 02-51607 and 02-
51611). A copy of the Notice to Creditors is enclosed.

Sphera’s withdrawal from the telecommunications services market in Florida is necessary
and reasonable given the Company’s dire financial situation. Moreover, the withdrawal will not
adversely affect the public convenience and necessity. As mentioned, Sphera does not have any
subscribers in Florida; therefore, there will be no harm to the general public in the State.
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An original and six (6) copies of this letter are enclosed. Kindly date stamp and return
the enclosed extra copy of this letter. If you have any questions concerning this notice, please do
not hesitate to contact the undersigned at (202) 945-6922.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen L. Greenan

Counsel for Sphera Optical Networks N.A.,
Inc.

Enclosure

cc: Paula J. Isler (Florida Commission}
Scott Ryan (Sphera Optical Networks N.A., Inc.)
Helen Disenhaus (Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman)
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FOR,, B9F(AIL) (Chapter 11 Corporati” “annership Case)(@/87) " < [ - ™ \ | Case Number 02-51607
UTJITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT h

A Chapier 11 bankrupicy case concerning the debior corporation listed below was filed on 2/11/02.

You may be a creditor of the debror. This notice lists important deadlines. You may want 10 consult an sorey 10 prolect your
rights. All documents filed in the case may be inspected af the bankruplicy clerk's office at (he address Listed below.
NOTE: The staff of the bankyu clerk’s office cannoi give legal advice.

See Revearse Side For Imponant Explanations.

Debior (namet(s) and address):

Sphera Oprical Networks N.A_, Inc.
110 Fielderest Ave. 7th Floor
Edison. NJ 08837

Yocial Scounty Numper(sy laxpayer 1IXs): United States Bankrupicy Judge:
B-13-4124982- g(Sphﬂ'a Optical 1? :{vorks NA., Inc) Honorable Morris supt: ¥
&m& for DeEwr (name and address): Anorney for Debior(s)

Wollmurh Maher & Deursch, Esqgs. e . AR
500 Fifth Avenue

New York. NY 10110

Date: 04002 Time: 2700 pm
t Floor, United States Court

Proot of Claim must be received by the bankTupicy clerk's ofice by the following deadline

For all credanors (except 8 govemmemal unit): 07/03/02 For a govermmennal unit: 180 days from dare of order
for relgfw 17 U.S.C. § 502(p)(9)

Upnited States Bunkruptcy Connt Ranky -
Dlsu'icl.' Qf Ncw Jm" Jms _] wamn F‘:y i
402 E. Stalc Sireer ’
Trenton, NJ 08608-1507

Business Hours: Date:
8:30 2m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday (except holidays) 02r27m2
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