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DIRECT TESTIMONY OF MIKE SIMS 

Q .  Please s t a t e  your name and profess ional  address, 

A .  

Ocala, F l o r i d a  34480. 

Q .  

A .  I am employed by the  Marion County Board o f  County Commissioners 

(MCBCC), S o l i d  Waste Department as an Admin is t ra t i ve  Manager. 

Q .  How l ong  have you been employed by t h e  Marion County So l i d  Waste 

Department? 

A .  

i n  December 4. 1993. 

Q .  

A .  My educat ional  background includes an Associate o f  A r t s  degree from 

M i a m i  Dade Community College (1979) and a Bachelor o f  Science degree i n  Plant  

Science - Vegetable Crops from t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a  (1987). My 

experience inc ludes serv ice  i n  the U . S .  Army, Toll  Test ing  Technician a t  

Southern B e l l ,  Ass is tan t  Farm Manager a t  Town & Country Farms, Soi l  

Conservat ion is t  a t  Marion S o i l  Conservation D i s t r i c t ,  Hazardous Waste 

Technician a t  t he  MCSWD, Hazardous Waste Supervisor a t  t he  MCSWD. and 

Admin is t ra t i ve  Manager a t  t he  MCSWD. 

Q.  Would you exp la in  what your general r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  as 

Admin i s t ra t i ve  Manager a t  t h e  MCSWD? 

A .  My general r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as Admin i s t ra t i ve  Manager a t  the MCSWD 

inc lude f a c i l i t a t i n g  the  f l o w  o f  paper work i n  the  MCSWD, organiz ing the 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  p r o j e c t  b ids ,  managing t h e  implementation o f  con t rac ts ,  

My name i s  Mike Sims and my business address i s  5601 S . E .  66th S t ree t ,  

By whom are you employed and i n  what capaci ty? 

I s t a r t e d  working a t  t h e  Marion County Solid Waste Department (MCSWD) 

Would you s t a t e  your educational background and experience? 
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overseeing t h e  groundwater monitor ing a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  County’s l a n d f i  

Q .  

A .  

What i s  t he  purpose o f  your d i r e c t  test imony? 

My testimony w i l l  describe Marion County’s assistance i n  addressing 

pub1 

1994 

samp 

1s. 

t h e  

water contamination problem a t  t he  o ld  D a v i s  L a n d f i l l  ( L a n d f i l l )  s i t e .  

Sunshine U t i l i t i e s  o f  Central F lo r i da ,  I n c . 3  (Sunshine o r  u t i l i t y )  Lakeview 

H i l l s  water system we17 i s  loca ted  next t o  t h e  L a n d f i l l .  My test imony w i l l  

a l so  descr ibe t h e  County’s proposal t o  have Sunshine provide se rv i ce  t o  

p r i v a t e  homes t h a t  are c u r r e n t l y  not connected t o  t h e  u t i l i t y ’ s  water system 

and t h e  f i n a n c i a l  assistance proposed by County s t a f f  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

Q.  Please s t a t e  your understanding o f  t h e  contaminat ion problem a t  

Sunshine’s Lakeview H i l l s  water system. 

A .  When I assumed t h i s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  MCSWD, ground water monitor ing had 

been going on f o r  several years a t  mon i to r ing  w e l l s  loca ted  around t h e  

L a n d f i l l  and a t  p r i v a t e  d r i n k i n g  water w e l l s  i n  t h e  surrounding community. 

Laboratory ana lys is  had revealed l e v e l s  o f  1 ,Ld i ch lo roe thene  ( 1 , l - D C E )  had 

exceeded the maximum contaminate l e v e l  (MCL) o f  7 p a r t s  per b i l l i o n  

es tab l i shed by the  s t a t e  f o r  t h i s  compound i n  several  p r i v a t e  we l l s  and i n  

moni t o r i  rig we1 1 s around t h e  Landf i  11 . 

The L a n d f i l l  was constructed and accepted garbage disposal p r i o r  t o  t h e  

c u r r e n t l y  requ i red  l a n d f i l l  l i n e r  and leachate c o l l e c t i o n  systems t h a t  

p r o t e c t  groundwater from l a n d f i l l  contaminat ion.  Sunshine’s Lakeview H i l l s  

p u b l i c  we l l  i s  loca ted  across from t h e  L a n d f i l l  on SE Uth Avenue. T h i s  

c supply we l l  serves t h e  Lakeview H i l l s  water system. In September 

t h e  County’s groundwater mon i to r ing  program discovered t h a t  t h e  we1 1 

es contained 1.1-DCE. but  the  samples d id  n o t  exceed t h e  MCL. 
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Marion County performed a contamination assessment r e p o r t  (CAR) 

i d e n t i f y i n g  1 . 1 - D C E  as a l a n d f i l l  generated contaminate. This CAR was checked 

and f i e l d - v e r i f i e d  by both t h e  F lo r i da  Department o f  Environment P ro tec t i on  

(FDEP) and t h e  United States Environmental P ro tec t i on  Agency. The County 

entered i n t o  a consent agreement w i t h  t h e  FDEP t o  implement a c losure  p l a n  f o r  

t h e  l a n d f i l l .  I n  July,2002. the  c losure  p lan  was completed.. 

Q .  

t h i s  contamination problem? 

A .  When 1 , l - D C E  was discovered i n  t h e  Lakeview Hills supply w e l l ,  t h e  

County performed q u a r t e r l y  water q u a l i t y  t e s t s  and prov ided t h e  r e s u l t s  t o  

Sunshine, as d i r e c t e d  by the  FDEP. County s t a f f  requested permission. and was 

approved by t h e  MCBCC, t o  i n s t a l l  a dual tank a c t i v a t e d  carbon water f i l t e r  

system. The levels o f  1.1-DCE had no t  exceeded t h e  MCL p r i o r  t o  t h e  date t h e  

f i l t e r s  were i n s t a l l e d .  The County, i n  agreement w i t h  t h e  u t i l i t y ,  agreed t o  

fund t h e  engineering, pe rm i t t i ng ,  r e f u r b i s h i n g  o f  t h e  f i l t e r s  ( o r i g i n a l  

f i l t e r s  suppl ied by FDEP),  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  water q u a l i t y  t e s t i n g  and maintenance 

o f  t h e  f i l t e r s .  Sunshine informed t h e  County a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  Sunshine was 

planning a new water source f o r  t h e  Lakeview H i l l s  water system. 

What assistance has Marion County provided t o  Sunshine w i t h  regard t o  

Water qual i t y  t e s t i n g  p r i o r  t o  i n s t a l  1 i ng t h e  f i  1 t e r s  was performed 

q u a r t e r l y  from October 1999 through October 2000 a t  a t o t a l  cos t  o f  $3,767. 

The f i l t e r  was placed i n t o  operat ion i n  December 2000 f o r  a cos t  o f  $15,574, 

no t  i n c l u d i n g  County s t a f f  t ime.  The County continues t o  provide spec ia l  

water q u a l i t y  mon i to r ing  requ i red  by t h e  f i l t e r  permi t  and a sample i s  t es ted  

every 60 days f o r  t h e  presence o f  1 , l - D C E  between t h e  two f i l t e r  u n i t s .  The 

t e s t i n g  cos t  t o t a l e d  $3,582 f o r  2001 and from January through J u l y ,  2002 cos t  
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$1,791. The f i  1 t e r  permit  requi  res r e p l  acement o f  t h e  ac t i va ted  carbon f i  1 t e r  

media when 1,l-DCE t e s t  r e s u l t s  show breakthrough concentrat ions i n  excess o f  

50% o f  t h e  MCL.  

Q .  

what i s  t h e  cos t  t o  changing a f i l t e r ?  

A .  The County’s consu l t ing  engineer est imated t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  f i  1 t e r  

would reach breakthrough concentrat ions o f  50% o f  t h e  MCL between 8 t o  12 

months. Marion County has exchanged t h e  f i l t e r  media once f o r  F i l t e r  No. 1 

on January 1 7 ,  2002, which occurred 12 months a f t e r  t h e  f i l t e r s  became 

opera t i ona l .  F i l t e r  No. 1 accepts raw water from t h e  we l l  then feeds water 

t o  F i l t e r  No. 2, then water f lows i n t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  system. As expected, 

F i  1 t e r  No. 1 reached 50% breakthrough f i  r s t  and requi  red  r e p l  acement . 

Fol lowing replacement o f  t h e  f i l t e r  media i n  F i l t e r  No. 1, t h e  water f l o w  

manifold was adjusted t o  make F i l t e r  No. 2 t h e  lead f i l t e r  f o r  raw water. The 

cost f o r  t h e  f i l t e r  exchange performed on January 17, 2002, was $2,775. 

Q. 
does t h e  County p lan  t o  cont inue funding t h e  f i l t r a t i o n  system? 

A.  Yes. 

Q .  Please s t a t e  your understanding o f  t h e  County’s proposal t o  have 

Sunshine prov ide  se rv i ce  t o  an area c u r r e n t l y  ou ts ide  t h e  u t i l i t y ’ s  t e r r i t o r y .  

A .  Marion County has worked w i t h  t h e  u t i l i t y  and t h e  FDEP on a p lan  t o  

expand t h e  p u b l i c  d r i n k i n g  water system around the  L a n d f i l l .  The County has 

concerns w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  d r i n k i n g  w e l l s  i n  t h i s  area where t e s t  r e s u l t s  

r e f l e c t  t h e  presence o f  some chemical compounds. These t e s t e d  l e v e l s  o f  

contamination have no t  exceeded t h e  MCL f o r  compounds, b u t  leaves t h e  County 

Has t h e  County replaced any f i l t e r  media f o r  t h i s  system, and i f  so, 

Yes. 

Pending t h e  implementation o f  an a l t e r n a t i v e  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  1,l-DCE. 
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very concerned about t h e  long-term v i a b i  1 i t y  o f  these we1 1 s .  The contaminants 

o f  concern inc lude n i t r a t e ,  cadmium, lead, 1 , l - D C E .  v i n y l  ch lo r i de ,  

chloromethane, and other secondary d r i n k i n g  water standard compounds. The 

County would l i k e  t o  see t h e  e x i s t i n g  Lakeview H i l l s  we l l  replaced and the  

p u b l i c  water d i s t r i b u t i o n  system expanded t o  p rov ide  sa fe  d r i n k i n g  water t o  

the  37 p r i v a t e  homes w i t h  questionable w e l l s .  

Q .  

t o  serve t h i s  area? 

A .  County s t a f f  had prepared and supported t h e  approval o f  an agenda i tem 

t o  consider t h e  funding o f  $175,000 a t  t h e  MCBCC May 7 ,  2002 meeting. This 

agenda i t em was p u l l e d  when Sunshine informed t h e  CountyAhat  t h e  u t i l i t y ’ s  

proposed South Marion Regional Water System p r o j e c t  was p u t  on ho ld .  The 

t o t a l  County proposed funding was based upon a p r o j e c t i o n  o f  cos ts  prepared 

by H.W. Barrineau and Associates, I n c .  (Sunshine’s consu l t i ng  engineers) t o  

d i r e c t l y  connect t h e  homes i d e n t i f i e d  as a concern t o  Lakeview H i l l s  water 

system and prov ide  a new potab le  water supply source. Any funding provided 

by t h e  County w i l l  r equ i re  t h e  approval o f  t h e  MCBCC. County s t a f f  has placed 

funding i n t o  t h e  MCSWD’s proposed budget f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  year 2002-2003 

(October 1, 2002 - September 30, 2003) t o  cont inue water q u a l i t y  t e s t i n g  and 

f i l t e r  maintenance. As o f  t h i s  date,  t h e  budget has no t  been approved by the  

MCBCC. 

Q .  

A .  Yes, i t  does. 

Does t h e  County p lan  t o  provide any f i n a n c i a l  assistance f o r  Sunshine 

Does t h i s  conclude your testimony? 
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