AMENDMENT

TO THE

 AGREEMENT BETWEEN

ERNEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

AND

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

DATED MAY 2, 2002

Pursuant to this Amendment, (the “Amendment”), Ernest Communications, Inc.  (“ECI”), and BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”), hereinafter referred to collectively as the “Parties,” hereby agree to amend that certain Interconnection Agreement between the Parties dated May 2, 2002 (“Agreement”).  


WHEREAS, BellSouth and Ernest Communications, Inc. entered into the Agreement on May 2, 2002, and;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the Parties hereby covenant and agree as follows: 

1. The Parties hereby agree to delete Sections 5.4.1, 5.6.2.1, 5.6.2.2 and 5.6.2.3 of Attachment 2 and replace with new Sections 5.4.1, 5.6.2.1, 5.6.2.2 and 5.6.2.3 as follows:

5.4.1 BellSouth shall provide Ordinarily Combined UNE Combinations to ECI as new service in all states, where available, regardless of whether or not such network element combinations are Currently Combined.  Ordinarily Combined UNE Combinations consist of a loop-transport combination, where the transport may consist of an Interoffice Channel, a Local Channel, or a Local Channel and an Interoffice Channel.  These combinations may terminate to ECI ‘s collocation; however collocation is not required.  BellSouth does not connect Ordinarily Combined UNEs Combinations to tariffed services.

5.6.2.1 Except as set forth in section 5.6.3 below, BellSouth shall provide UNE port/loop combinations that are ordinarily combined in BellSouth’s network, regardless of whether such combinations are Currently Combined at the cost-based rates in Exhibit B.

5.6.2.2 Left blank intentionally

5.6.2.3 Left blank intentionally

2. The Parties hereby agree to add new Sections 4.2.11.5, 4.2.11.5.1, 4.2.11.5.1.1, 4.2.11.5.1.2, 4.2.11.5.1.3, 4.2.11.5.1.4 and 4.2.11.5.2 in Attachment 2 as follows:

4.2.11.5     Remote Call Forwarding

4.2.11.5.1 As an option, BellSouth shall make available to ECI an unbundled port with Remote Call Forwarding capability (“URCF service”).  URCF service combines the functionality of unbundled local switching, tandem switching and common transport to forward calls from the URCF service telephone number (the number dialed by the calling party) to another telephone number selected by the URCF service subscriber. When ordering URCF service, ECI will ensure that the following conditions are satisfied:

4.2.11.5.1.1    That the end user of the forward-to number (service) agrees to receive calls forwarded using the URCF service (if such end user is different from the URCF service end user);

4.2.11.5.1.2    That the forward-to number (service) is equipped with sufficient capacity to receive the volume of calls that will be generated from the URCF service;

4.2.11.5.1.3    That the URCF service will not be utilized to forward calls to another URCF or similar service; and 

4.2.11.5.1.4    That the forward-to number (service) is not a public safety number (e.g. 911, fire or police number). 

4.2.11.5.2    In addition to the charge for the URCF service port, BellSouth shall charge ECI the rates set forth in Exhibit B for unbundled local switching, tandem switching, and common transport, including all associated usage, incurred for calls from the URCF service telephone number (the number dialed by the calling party) to the forward- to number (service).

3. The Parties hereby agree to delete in entirety and replace the rates for the states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee contained in Exhibit B of Attachment 2 with the rates in Exhibit 1 of this Amendment.

4. The Parties hereby agree to delete in entirety and replace the rates for the state of Alabama contained in Exhibit E of Attachment 1, Exhibit A of Attachment 3, Exhibit D of Attachment 4 and Exhibit A of Attachment 7 with the rates in Exhibit 2 of this Amendment.

5. All of the other provisions of the Agreement, dated May 2, 2002 shall remain in full force and effect. 

6. This Amendment shall be deemed effective 30 calendar days following the date of the last signature of both Parties.

7. Either or both of the Parties is authorized to submit this Amendment to the respective state regulatory authorities for approval subject to Section 252(e) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Amendment to be executed by their respective duly authorized representatives on the date indicated below. 

Ernest Communications, Inc.



BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.  

By:_Original Signature on File __________

By: 
Original Signature on File


Name:
__Paul Masters________________

Name:
 Elizabeth R. A. Shiroishi
      
Title:
__President___________________

Title:
  Assistant Director



Date:_____08/23/02___________________

Date:
   09/03/02




