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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

I n re: Application of ROOKERY BAY 
UTILITY COMPANY for transfer of 
Certificate No . 382-S f rom Riverwood 
Associates in Collier County. 

) 
) 
) 
) ___________________________________ ) 

DOCKET NO. 080611- SU 
ORDER NO. 20957 
ISSUED: 3-29-89 

The following Commissione rs particip a t ed in the d i s position 
of this matter: 

MICHAEL Mc K. WILSON, CHAIRMAN 
THOMAS M. BEARD 

BETTY EASLEY 
GERALD L. GUNTER 
J OHN T. HERNDON 

ORDER APPROVING TRANSFER OF CERTIFICATE. 
CANCELLING CERTIFICATE NO. 382-S. AHENPING 

CERTIFICATE NO. 383- S ANP REQUIRING ROOKERY BAY 
TO CHARGE THE RATES ANP CHARGES APPROVED 

FOR RIVERWOOP ASSOCIATES 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION 
ESTABLISHING RATE BASE AS ZERO. SETTING ASIPE 

SEWER AGREEMENT TO THE EXTENT I T ATTEMPTS TO SET 
RATES AND CHARGES. ANP REQUIRING ROOKERY BAY TO 

MAINTAIN THE COLLECTION SYSTEM 
IN THE RIVERWOOP SERVICE AREA 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

NOTICE is hereby give n by the Florida Public Service 
Commission that the action discussed herein, e xcept fo r the 
portion a pproving the transfer of t e rrito ry, cancelling 
Cert ificate No. 382- S, amending Ce rti f i c ate No. 383 - S, and 
requiring Rookery Bay Utility Company to use the rates and 
charges approved by this Commission for Riverwood Associates, 
is preliminary in na l ure and will be come final unless a person 
whose interests are substantia lly affected files a petition for 
a formal proceeding pursuant to Ru le 25-22 .029, Florida 
Administrative Code. 

APPLICAIION 

On April 25, 1988 , Mr . James F. Spade, Pres ide nt o f Rookery 
Bay Utility Company (Rooke ry Bay), made application for 
approval of the tran sfer to Rookery Bay of the service 
territo r y of Riverwood Associates (Rive rwood ) in Collier 
Co unty, represented by Ce rti f icate No . 382-S. The application 
c omplie d with the requireme nts o f Section 367. 071, Florida 
Statutes, and the other pertinent statute s and administrative 
rules concerning applic atio ns f or transfer. In particular, the 
notarized application cont ained : 

a) A check in the amount of $150 . 00, the 
correct f i ling fee prescribed by Sect ion 
367 . 141, Florida Statutes; 
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b) Adequate service t erritory description 
pursuant to Rule 25-30. 035( i), Florida 
Administrative Code . Said ter ritory to be 
served is descr ibed as being i n Collier 
County, and more particularly as described 
by Append ix "A", attached; 

c) Proof of notice to all customers of record 
pursuant to Rule 25-30.030, Florida 
Administrative Code; 

d) Proof of notice to all governmental/ 
regulatory agencies, all u ti lities within 
a 4-mile radi u s , and proof of 
advertisement in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county, purs uant to 
Rule 25-30.030, Flor ida Admi nistrative 
Code . 

We received no objections t o this application. 

APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF SERVICE TERRITORY 

I 

The application r equests that t hi s Commission approve the 
transfer of the Riverwood service terr i tory to Rookery Bay 
Utility Company . Howe ve r , Riverwood no l onger exists as a 
utili t y and Rooke ry Bay now serves the Riverwood c ustomers as 
part of one sewer system. Southwind Mobile Vi llage (Southwind) 
is a company affil i ated with Riverwood. The package plant I 
formerly located at Riverwood East No . 2 was moved to Southwind 
as part o f an agreement between Rive rwood and Rookery Bay . 
Whe n the package plant was moved , an interconnection with the 
Rookery Bay collection system was made . The agreeme nt provided 
for Riverwood to transfe r its service a rea a nd customers to 
Rookery Bay on the condition that Rookery Bay treat the 
sewage. It also provided that Riverwood was t o main tain the 
co llection s ystem . No assets have been exchanged between 
R1verwood and Rookery Bay becau se Collier County holds title to 
the lines in the Riverwood service area. 

It is apparent that this transfer has already occur red a nd 
t hat the utilities involved should have applied for our 
approval prior to the transfer being consummate d. However, in 
determining i f a t t ansfer shou ld be approved , o ur mos t 
i mportant consideration is whethe r the public i n ter est will be 
served. Therefore , we must consider what the e f f ect of not 
ap~roving the transfer would be on the c ustomers of Riverwood. 
In its application, Rookery Bay states that t he transfer is in 
the public inte rest due to the e liminat ion of a sewage 
treatment plant. We agree. The e limi nat i on of the Riverwood 
sewage treatment pl ant creates a need for these customers to be 
s e rved by another system. If we disapprove this transfer, the 
c ustomers and Riverwood will be faced with becoming a bulk 
custome r of Rookery Bay or with being required to place another I 
sewage treatment plant in service. The interconnect with 
Rookery Bay will provide the customers of Riverwood with 
continuous service and, therefore , we fi nd it appropriate to 
approve this transfer , and find that Certific~te No. 383-S 
s hall be amended to inc lude the service area included in 
Cert if i cate No. 382- S and that Certificate No . 3 82- 5 be 
cancelled . 
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