
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE CO!i1HSSIOH 

In rc : Applicatio~ of Mcadow-) 
Wood for a Water Certificate ) 
in Citrus County, Florida. ) ____________________________ ) 

DOCKET NO . 920674-WU 
ORDER NO. PSC-92-'114-FOF-WU 
ISSUED: 10/05/92 

The t ollowing Commissioners participated in the disposition of 
thi!:> matter : 

THOMAS M. BEARD, Chairman 
J. TERRY DEASON 

BETTY EASLEY 
LUIS J . LAUREDO 

QRDER GRA~TING CERTIFICATF, . ESTAJH,ISHING 
RATES AND QIARGES. AND REQUIRING THF.t.....lllJJ1 TTY TO PAY ..l2.2J 
RJ~GlJLATORY ASSESStfL_NT FEES . AND fiJ,E A 1991 MlNUAI .. REPOHT 

BY THE COHHISSION: 

On Mny 14, 1992, Mcadow Wood f1led an application with th1s 
Cor.uni.ssion for a certiflcate to provide water service to a small 
communi~y located several miles southeast of Crystal River, 
florida. The utility consists of a water treatment system and a 
transmission and distribution system. The utility has been in 
cxi~tence since 1J60, and has been subject to Commission regulation 
since 1973 when the Commission began regulating the utilitie!; in 
Citrus County. 

On January 2, 1992, a complaint was received from a customer 
regarding the provision of service w1thout meters at a flat rate of 
$17 per month. An application form was sent to Meadow Wood on 
January 8, 1992. A second form was sent on January 22, 1992. On 
February 18, 1992, Meadow Wood requested a thirty day extension to 
file the application. A third application form was sent to the 
utility on April 1~, 1992 . As stated previously, the application 
was filed on May 14, 1992. According to the owner, Mr. Rich~rd E . 
Instine, illness prevented him from filing the ;.1pplication in a 
timely mnnner. All deficiencies were corrected and the filiny was 
co~plcte on August 17, 1992 . 

The utility has been operated without a certificate for 
approximately 19 years; it has been operated by Mr . Instine s1nce 
1982. Although the system has been operating without a certificate 
tor many years, the utility is very small, and apparently the 
owners were not aware of the necessity of filing for a certificate . 
Therefore, we will not initiate show cause proceedings aga1nst Mr. 
Instine for operating without a certificate . 

1 1 5 7 5 c c 1 -5 1937 
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Application 

Except as discussed previously, the application is in 
compliance with Section 367 . 045, Florida Statutes, and otr~r 

pertinent Statutes and administrative rules . In particular, the 
npplication contains a filing fee in the amount of ~150 , pursuant 
to Rule 25-30.020 , Florida Administrative Code. Mcadow Wood 
provided evidence that i~ owns the land upo n which its fncilities 
arc located, in accordance with Rule 25-JO.OJ4(l)(e), Florida 
Administrative Code . 

The Utility also provided adequate &ervice terr-itory and 
system maps , as prescribed by Rule 25-30 . 03~(1)(h), (i) and (j), 

Florida Admin istrati vo Code . The terri tory which l-1c"ldow \.;ood has 
requested to serve is described in Attachment A of this Order, 
which by reference is incorporated herein . 

Mcadow Wood has provided proof of compliance with the noticing 
provisions of Rule 25-30.030, Florida Administrative Code, 
including notice to the customers in the proposed territory. No 
object1ons to the application have been received and the tir.c for 
t i 1 ing such has expired. A group of customers d 1d, ho;..:evet· , 
formally inquire into the impact of regulation on the operation of 
the utility. After receiving the Commission staf( ' s response to 
their inquiry , the customers indicated that 1hcy did not object to 
the application. 

Although Mr. Instinc has no prior experience in the operation 
of a utility, he has managed and operated the Meadow Wood system 
for approximately 10 years. He also has a contract operator to 
care for tho system on a routine bas1s. According to the 
information filed with the application , Mr. Instine does not have 
a significant level of financial resources . However, there is no 
other entity in the position to take over thP operatic~ of the 
utility. The City of Crystal River is not close enough to provide 
service nor docs it wish to do so . The utilities located in the 
area were contacted; none expressed an intPrest due to the age and 
size of the system . Although there was some discussion nbout the 
customers forming a homeowners association, no action has heen 
taken. 

The Dopartmcrt of Environmental Regulation (DER) and the 
OepartmQnt of Health and Rehabilitative Ser vices (HRS) ar~ aware o f 
the application . Although some discrepancies have been noted by 
them, no notices or other sanctions have been levied against Meade~ 
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Wood. One ot the problems noted is tha t the. pressure has I 1ll en 
b ·low the required minimum on a number of occilslons . Since ·he 
systc~ 's capacity docs not appear to be the reason for occasional 
low prcs:iurc, Mr. Instinc has been advised by DFR .1nd HRS to .t}:c 

mea !lures to a5surc system pressure 1 s m,d nta i ned .1 t th~ appropr i.lt c 
level at all t1mes. 

Based on the foregoing, we find that it is in th~ public 

1ntcrc5t to grant Mcadow Wood Certificate No. 54~ w to serve the 

territory described in Attachment A ot this Order . 

Meadow Wood hegan charging d tlat residential rdtc ol S~J . OO 

per month, ettectiva February 1, 1992. Prior to that t ne the I l~t 

r te was $17.00 . The rate wa& changed due, in part, to incrL tsed 
costn in water testing requ1rcd by environmental ilgenciet> . lhc 

increase should offset th~ cost ot testing dnd lncredses Jue ~~ 

intlntion. The bulk of the 1ncrcase in testing cost~ occurs once 

every three to four years. In the interin between those years, Mr. 
lnstine will be able to use the funds to improve the operation and 
technic, 1 qunlity of the system . Therctore, we find the 

rcsident1al flat rate of $23.00 per month to be rcasondblc ani it 

i~ dpprovcd . The ut1lity ha:; no other rc1tcs in cftcct .1t this 

time . 

Although Mcadow Wood has requested a ~0 . 00 miscc 11 nncot.:s 

service charge, no evidence has beer. filed to support this ch.trq0 . 
Thcr•tote, w~ tind the following miscellc1ncous service charges, in 
lCConluncc with the liltc5t revision of Stnft Advi5ory Bulletin ::o. 

13, to be appropriate: 

Initial Connection Fcc 
Normal Connection Fcc 
Violation Connection Foe 
Prcmi5cs Visit Fcc 

$ 15 
15 
l~ 

1 0 

Mt. lntttinc <llso requested a $50.00 customer tap-in tee, ~o:hi c!. -..:e 
tind to be superfluous since no expansion is contemplntcd . 1n the 
future, if expansion is indicc1ted, the t.:t1l1ty m.1y file tot· 

approval of a service availability policy and related charge~. It 
should also be noted that tho utility docs no collect custo~cr 
doponits lnd none arc approved herein . 
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Mcadow Wood has filed a t<lriff reflecting tho rate!> .1nd 

chnrgcs npprovcd herein. The effective date of tho tarift shall bu 

tho stamped approval date on tho t~riff !ihects. 

1991 Annual RcP,ort and Rggul~ Q~fisscssmcnt F~cs 

Rules 25-30.110(3) and 25-10.120(2), Florida Aa •.. inl!ilrotive 

Code, require regulated utilittcs to file annual report_ and ~ ty 

requldtory a!iscssment fees whether or not a certificate 11as been 

granted. Mcadow Wood has been subject to lhi!; Commission • s 

jurisdiction since 1973, although we were not aw1rc 01 it· 

existence until 1990. In 1992, the utility was advised of the 

Commiss ion's jurisdiction and of the necessity of filing tor .t 

CPt·t iticatc. Therefore, Mcadow Wood shall pay rcgulatc:y 

assessment foes for 1991 and file a 1991 annual report with this 

Conn1ssion within 45 days of tho dntc o1 th1s Order. 

It 1 ., thcrctorc, 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Scrv1cc Cormission that Mead ,w 

Wood, 1820 Horth Cherry Terrace, Crystal River, Florida 32629, is 

hereby granted C~rtificatc No. 545-W to serve tho tcrt 1tcry 

described in Attachment A of this Order . it is further 

ORDl:RI::D that Mcadow Wood shall chdrgc the rates and charqcs 

approved in the body of this Order unt i 1 author zed to change bi' 

tho Commis!iion. It is further 

ORDERED that Mcadow Wood shall pay regulatory assessment fees 

for 1991 and file a 1991 annual report w1thin 45 days of th~ date 
o ! this Order. It is further 

ORDERfD that Docket No. 920674-WU is hereby closed . 

By ORDER ot the Florida Public Service Commission this !:Jttl d ·IY 

ot octolH~r, 1222. . 

STEVE TRIBBLE, Director 
Division of Records and Hr>por·tinq 

(Sf~ AL) 

AI.C 
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NQTICE OF fURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAI1 REVJEW 

The Florida Public Service Commiss1on is required by Section 
120.59(4), florida Statutes, to notify parties of any 
administrative h~ar ing or judicial review of Commission or-ders that 
is available ~nder Sections 120.57 or 120.68, florida st~tutes, as 
well as the pr-ocedures and time limits that apply. 1,,js notice 
should not be construed to mean all requests for an admini~trative 
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the .~lief 
!>ought. 

Any party adversely affected by the Commission ' s final action 
in this matter may request: 1) reconsideration of the decisi01. by 
tiling u motion for reconsideration with the Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting within fifteen (15) days of the issuance ot 
this order in the form prescribed by Rule 25-22 . 060, Florida 
Administrative Code; or 2) judicial review by the Florida Supr-eme 
Court in the case of an electric , gas or telephone utility or the 
First District Court of Appeal in the case ot a water or sc~cr 
utility by filing a notice of appeal with the Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting and filing a copy of the notice at appeal and 
the tiling tee with the appropriate court . This filing must be 
completed within thirty (30) days after the issuance of thi~ order , 
pursuant to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of Civil Procedure . The 
notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900 (a), 
Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

MEADOW WOQ.Q 

T9rr1torv Description 

The following described lands located in portions o t ~cction 

~6, Township 18 South , Ranqe 17 East, Citrus County, Florida : 

A division of the South 1/2 ot the Northea5t 1/4 ot the 
Northeast 1/4 of Section 26 . 
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