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BEFORE THE FLORI DA PUBLI C SERVICE COMMI SS ION 

In re: Investigati on into the effect 
o f 1986 Federal Ta x Reform f o r 1988. 

In re: Investigatio n into t he 
i mpos itio n o f a penal t y f o r failure 
to c omply with the pro visions o f Rul e 
2~- 14.003( 4), F. A. C. 

ORANGELAND VISTAS 
PUNTA RASSA UTILITY, INC. 
RADICE CORP. 
RAVENWOOD FOREST UTILITIES 
RIVERWOOD ASSOCI ATES 
ROLLING OAKS UTILITIES 
SEACOAST UTILITIES CORP. 
SHORE UTILITY CORP . 
SPRINGS PLAZA SEWER SYSTEf4, INC . 
ST. JOHNS NORTH 

The following Commi ss ione rs 
disposition of this matter: 

THOMAS M. BEARD 
BETTY EASLEY 

GERALD L. GUNTER 
JOHN T. HERNDON 

DOCKET NO. ~71206-PU 

DOCKET NO. 8904 30 - PU 

ORDER NO. 2 11 89 

ISSUED: 5-8-89 

participated in t he 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

BY THE COMM ISSION: 

Rule 25-14. 003(4 ). flo r ida Adm i nistrative Cod e , provides 
that o n o r before March lst of every year following a tax rate 
change , each u ti li t y s hall fur n ish a fina l tax report . By 
Order No . 20852, issued Marc h 3, 1989 , we gave Commission sta ff 
autho ri t y to administratively grant a si x t y-da y e xtension of 
t he filing deadline upon written request received no l ater t han 
the March 1 filing date. 

The utili t ies listed in t he captio n o f this Order were 
mailed c op i es o f the required repo rt o n January 19, 1989. The 
cover letter i nfo r med them o f the due date, procedure for 
requesting an e x tension . and address to which the repo rt must 
be sent. The letter also pro vided t he names of Commission 
s taff me mbers who c o uld be o f assistance. as well as an 
abbreviated reporting procedure f o r which some utilit ies 
qu alify. The uti li ties failed to file thei r reports or request 
e xtensions by the Marc h l st dead line. S ta ff sent ce r t i fied 
letters to the utilities o n March 21. 1989, reminding t hem o f 
t heir o bligatio n to f ile t he ir tax reports , in formi ng t hem t hat 
an i nvestigation h ad been initiaterl as t o the utilities· 
fai lure to file, a nd informing them o : t he maximum penalty that 
could be imposed . Commi ssion stu ff ;,gain pro vided t he 
utilities wi th information a nd c o n tact persons to aid in the 
fil ing of the tax reports . Stil l. t hese u tilities did no t 
respo nd. 

Sectio n 367 . 161 (2). Florida Statutes ( 1987). pro·li des t hat 
the Commiss i o n has the power to impose a fine of u p to $5,000 a 
day for wi llful violation of any Commission rule or orde r. 
Since ut il it ies s u bject lo Commission jurisdiction are c h arged 
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with knowledge of Commi ss i o n rules, t he afo remention~d c ompanies are s ubject to penalty f o r f ailu re t o c omp ly wi t h Rule 25-14.003(4), Florida Admin is t ra tive Code. We believe that a n appropriate guideline to u s e in determining the level o f t he f i ne f o r fa ilure t o ti mely file the tax r epor t is t he I fine schedule set forth in Rul e 25-30.ll0 (7){b), Flo r ida Administrative Code, f o r failure t o ti mel y file a nnu al repo r ts . The penalties a re based o n a c l assif i cation s y stem related to annual revenues as fo llows: 

$ 25 . 0 0 per day for Class A u t i lities; 
$ 13.50 per da y f o r Class 8 u t i lities; 
$ 3.00 per day for Class C u t i lities. 

Based o n the fo r egoing, we find it approp ri ate to require each o f t he aforementio ned compa n ies t o show cause, in wr iting, why it should not be fi ned t he amoun t set fo r th i n Schedule A, which i s ct ttached to this Orde r a nd by reference incorporated herein . 

rt i s . ther efore , 

ORDERED by the F l o rida Public Service Commi ssion t hat each of the utilities listed o n Schedule A s hall s how cause , in wr i t ing, why i t should no t be fi ned the amo u n t s uown the rei n f o r fa ilure to timely fi l e t he repo rt requi red by Rule 25- 14.003 (4), Florida Administrative Code. It is f urt he r 
OR~ERED tha t each aforementioned utility' s writ t en responses shall be received b y the Director, Division of Records a nd Reporting, 101 Eas t Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Flo rida 32399-0870, by the close o f business o n May 30, 1989. It is further 

ORDERED t ha t each afo rementio ne d u ti l ity' s r esponses must c onta i n specif ic allegat ions o f f act and law. It is further 
ORDERED t ha t e ach afo r e ment i o ned utility ' s o ppor tun i t y to file wr i tten respo nses sha ll constitute i t s oppo r tuni ty t o be hea rd prior to a fina l determination of noncompli a nce or a s sessment of penal t y. It i s fur ther 

ORDERED that a failure to file a time l y written response to this s how c ause o rde r shal l constitu te an admiss ion o f t he facts alleged in the body o f this Order and a wa iver o f a ny r ight to a hearing. It is further 

ORDERED t hat, i n the event t ha t any o f t he afo rementio ned utilities files a wr itten r e s po nse whic h raises material questions o f fact and requests a hea ring pursuant to Section 120 .57(1 ) , Flo rida Statutes (1987 ), further proceedings may be s cheduled be fo re a fina l dete rmina tion o n t hese mat t ers is made. 
By ORDER o f the Florida Public Service Commissio n , t h is 8th day o f ___ Mli_Y:..._ _ _ ____ , -~· 

( S E A L ) 

DCS 

STEVE TRIBBLE, Director 
Divis ion o f Records and Reporti ng 

by:.-· ~'%.~--~~~Chief, Bureau of Records 
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PENALTY SCHEDULE 

COMPANY 

PUNTA RASSA UTILITY, INC. 
RIVERWOOD FOREST UTILITIES 
ROLLING OAKS UTILITIES 
SEACOAST UTILITIES CORP. 
SHORE UTIL ITY CORP. 
SPRINGS ?LAZA SEviER SYSTEM, INC . 

c 
c 
B 
A 
c 
c 

SCHEDUL.E A 

PENALTY 

$ 108.00 
135. 0 0 
553.50 

1,175.00 
120.00 
99.00 

NOTE : The following u tilities have not filed their tax reports by the date of this Orde r. Since thei r penalt i es are stil l accruing , t hey shall compute their penalties by multiplying t he nu mber o f days that have e lapsed from March 1, 1989 until the ir tax reports are mailed , by their daily penal t y. 

COMPANY 

ORANGELAND VISTAS 
RADICE CORP. 

PENALTY SCHEDULE 

RAVENWOOD FOREST UTILITIES 
ST. JOHNS NORTH 

c 
c 
c 
c 

DAILY 
PENALTY 

$ 3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3 . 00 
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