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BEfORE THE fLORIDA ?U~L IC SERVI CE C0~1I SS ION 

In rc: Invest iga tio n i nto the ef f ec t 
o f 1986 federal Ta x Ref o r m f o r 1988 . 

In re: l r.vestiga tio n into the 
imp os itt o n of a pena l t y f o r fai lurr 
to compl y wi t h t he provi sions o f Rule 
25- l •l. 003 (4), f. A. C. 

SUN COUNT RY ESTATES 
SUNBELT UTILITIES, INC. 
TERRA MAR VILLAGE 
TOWN AND COUNTRY LAKE ESTATES 
UNIVERSITY OAKS WATER SYSTEM 
UTILITY SYSTEMS, INC. - CITRUS 
VINEYARD UTIL I TY . INC . 
WEST VOLUSIA UT ILITIES 
1-JO OLAI-lN UT! L 1 TY COMPANY 
\-l'{ fJOl-.Rt-IERE SERVI CES , INC . 
HOLIDAY UTILITY COMPANY, INC . 

The fo llowt ng Commissi o ners 
d t sposttio~ o f this matter: 

THOHAS 1·1. BEARD 
BETTY EASLEY 

GERALD L . GUNTER 
J OHN T . HERNDON 

DOCKET NO . 8 71 20 6- PU 

DOCKET NO . 890·130-PU 

ORDER NO . . ~ 11 9 0 

ISSUED : 5-8-SJ 

part i cipated in t he 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

BY T HE COMHISSION: 

Rule 25-14 . 003 (4), fl o rida Admini strat ive Code, pro vides 
t hat o n o r before March l st o f e very year f o llowing a tax r ate 
c hange, each utility s hall f u rnish a fi n a .l tax report . By 
Order No . 20852 , i ssued f1arch 3 , 1989, we g,we Commi ss i o n stuff 
autho r ity to administrati v e ly grant a Si xty-day e xtens i o n of 
t he fi l i ng deadl i ne upo n written request received no l ate r t ha n 
t he M~t ch l filing da te . 

The ut il ities listed in the capti o n o t thi s Order were 
mailed cop ies of t he required report o n Janu<HY 19 , l'J89. The 
cove1 letter i nfo r med t hern o t the due date , p r ocedure fo r 
requcsllng an e x tensi o n, and ac!dress to which the r e po rt n.us: 
be sent . The l etter also pro v1ded the n Jrnes o C Commission 
staff members who could be o f assi r, tance, as well as a n 
abbreviated r epor ting procedure f o r wh i c h s ome uti I ities 

I 

I 

qualify. The uulities failed t o f ile thei r repo rts or request 
c x tcnstons by the March 1st deadltne . Slaff sen t certified 
l et t ers t o the uti l ities o n t·la1 ch 21 , 1989 , rem ind i ng them of 
the ir c bligation to fi l e their tax reports, info 1mi ng t hem t ha t 
an invest igatio n h ad been i ni t ia ted as to the utili t i es ' I 
fa1luro to f ile, and informi ng t hem o f t he ma ximum penalty t h a t 
cou ld be imposed. Commission staff agai n provided the 
utili t ies with i n formati o n and con tact per "ons t o aid in t he 
fi l ing of the ta x reports . Still. these util ities did no t 
respond. Ho liday Utility Co mpa ny, Inc . was granted an 
c x.tcn<>ion u n t il April l , 1989 , but filed o n April 11 , 1989 . 
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ORDER NO. 21 190 
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Section 367 .161( 2 ), Flo r i da Statutes ( 1987), pro vides that the Commission has t he po we r to impose a fine o f up to $ 5 ,JOO a day f or willf ul vi olatio n of a ny Commission rul e or o rder. Since utilities subject to Commission jurisd i ct ion are c harged with knowledge of Commi ss i o n r ules, the aforementio ned companies are subject to penalt y for fa ilure to comply with Rule 25-14 .003(4), florida Administrative Code. we ~•l ieve tha t an app r o priate guideline to use in determi n ing the level o f the fine for failure to timely file the tax report is the fine schedule set forth in Rule 25-30.110{7)(b), fl o r i da Administrative Code, f or failu re to timely file a nnual reports. The penalties are based on a classificatio n s ystem related to annual revenues as foll ows : 

$ 25.00 per day for Class A utilities; $13.50 per day for Class B utilities; S 3.00 per day f o r Class C utilities . 

Based o n the f oregoing, we f ind i t appropriate to require each of the aforementioned companies to s how cause , in writing, why it s hould not be fined t he amou n t se t f o rth in Schedule A, •...1hich is attached to this Order and by reference incorporated herein. 

It is, t herefo re, 
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ORDERED by the f l or i da Public Service Commissi o n that each o f the utilities listed o n Schedule A shal l shot~ cause, in writing, why it should not be fi ned t he amou n t s hown therein f o r failure to time l y file the report required by Rule 25-14.003(4), Flo rida Administrative Code. It is fu rther 
ORDERED that each aforement1o ned utility' s written r esponses s hall be received by the Directo r , Division o f Records a nd Reporti ng , 101 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee , Florida 3 2399-0870, by the close of business o n May 30, 1989. It is furt he r 

ORDERED that each a forementioned utility ' s responses must contain specific allegations of fact a nd law. It is fu rther 
ORDERED t hat each a f oremen tioned utility's opportun ity to fi le written responses shall constitute its opportun ity to be heard prior to a final determinatio n of nonc ompliance o ~ assessmen t o f pena l ty. It i s fur t her 

ORDERED t ha t a fail ure to fi l e a time ly wri tten response t o t his show cause o rder shall constitute a n admission of the f acts alleged i n the body o f this Order a nd a waiver of any right to a hear i ng. It is further 

ORDERED that, i n the event that any of the aforementioned ut i l ities fi l es a written res po nse which rai s es material questions of fact a nd request s a hearing pursuant to Sectio n 120.57(1), Florida Statutes (1987), further proceedings may be schedu led befo r e a final determinati o n o n t hese natters is made . 
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ORDER NO. 21190 
DOCKETS NOS . 871206-PU & 090430-PU 
PAGE 3 

By ORDER o f the Florida Pub I i c Service Comm i ssion, this 8th day o f Hay 1989 

(SEAL) 

DCS 

S7EVE TRIBBLE , Directo r 
Divi s i o n of Reco rds and Reporting 

by:-· -~~"'~:--:· ~:-:::.:.,fro,_.-/-;-;:::::::;: ,_Cil£f, Bureau of Records 
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PENALTY SCHEDULE 

COMPANY 

SUNBELT UTILITIES, INC. 
VINEYARD UTILITY, INC. 
WEST VOLUS IA UTILITIES 
WYNDERMERE SERVICES, INC . 
HOLIDAY UTILITY COMPANY 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

SCHEDULE A 

PENALTY 

$ 123. 0 0 
108.00 
102 .00 
111.00 
30.00 

NOTE: The following utili ties have not filed their tax reports by the date o f this Order. Since their penalties are st ill accruing, they shall compute their penal ties by mu ltiplying the number of days t hat have dla psed f r om March 1, 1989 until thei r ta x report s are ma il ed , by t heir daily penalty. 

COMPANY 

SUN COUNTRY ES7ATES 
TERRA MAR VILLAGE 

PENALTY SCHEDULE 

TOWN AND COUNTRY LAKE ESTATES 
UNIVERSITY OAKS WATER SYSTEMS 
UTILITY SYSTEMS, INC . - CITRUS 
WOODLAWN UTILITY COMPANY 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

DAILY 
PENALTY 

$ 3 . 00 
1.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
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