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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re : Application of HYDRATECH 
UTILITIES, INC. for a new class of 
service fo r sewer only customers in 
Martin County . 

) 
) 
) 
) 

DOCKET NO. 891018-SU 
ORDER NO. 22154 
ISSUED: ll-6- 89 

___________________________________ ) 
The following Commissioners participated 

disposition o f this matter: 

MICHAEL McK. WILSON, CHAIRMAN 
THOMAS M. BEARD 

BETTY EASLEY 
GERALD L . GUNTER 
JOHN T. HERNDON 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION 

ORDER APPROVING CHANGE IN BILLING METHOD 

BY THE COMMISSION : 

in the 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Flor ida Public Service 
Commission that the actions discussed herein are preliminary in 
nature and will become final unless a perso n whose interests 
are substantially affec t ed files a petition for a forma l 
proceeding pursuant to Rule 25-22.029 , Florida Admi n istra tive 
Code. 

CASE 6ACKGROUNp 

On July 19 , 1989, Hydratech Utilities, Inc . (Hydratech or 
utility) fi led tariff sheets f o r a new class of service f or 
was tewater-only custome r s , pursua nt LO Section 367.091, Florida 
Statutes, and individual l y no ticed t he affected customers . 
Hydratec h i s a Class B utility provi d i ng water and wastewater 
servic e in Ma rtin County. The u t1 l ity currently has th ree 
wastewater-on l y customers . Two are res idential custome rs wit h 
private well s and one is a ge neral se rvice custome r receiving 
water service from Hobe Sound Wa t er Company. One of the 
reside ntial c ustomers has been a cu s tomer of the utility since 
1985. The other residenti a l cus t ome r wa s a water and 
was tewa ter customer from 1985 to 1988, who no longer des ired to 
have wa te r service from Hydratech. The gene r al service 
customer , an elementary school, has been a customer of the 
utility si nce 1984 . 
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CHANGE IN BILLING METHOD 

Hydratech's proposed tariff change is simply a 
clarification of the existing methodology it has used for 
several years to bill wastewate r -only customers. The ulility 
will continue to use its existing, approved base facility 
charge and gallonage ch~rge for each class of service, a 
schedule of which is attached to this Order as Attachment A and 
by reference incorporated herein. The refo re, we find ;t 
appropriate to process the request by way of a l imited 
proceeding, pursuant t o Section 367.0822 , Flo rida Statutes, 
rather than as a request for a new class of service. 

Hydratech proposes to bill residential wastewater-only 
custome rs based upo n the average wa ter consumption for a 
customer of that classification of similar size and nature . I t 
proposes t o bill general service wastewater-only customers 
based upon the average water consumption for a customer of that 
classification of simi lac size and nature, o r based upon a 
meter reading f rom another water supplier . 

We find that Hyd ra tech' s proposal for billing 
wastewa ter-only customers will have no impact on eilher the 
amount b i lled to the 1nd i vidual customers or the utility's 
level of earnings, since the utility has already been utilizing 
this c;ame methodology. Therefore, we fi nd it appropriate t o 
approve Hydratech ' s proposed tariff changes for resident ial 
service was tewater-on l y customers. 

However, we find t hat billing general service customers 
based on average consump ion would not be acceptab le , as the 
average usage o f general service customers is not as consistent 
o r predic table as f oe rLside n t ial customers . Thetefore , we 
find it appropriate t o require that genetal se rvice 
wastewater-only customers be billed based upo n mete r readings , 
either from a pri va te meter , 1nsta lled at the c ustomer's 
e xpense, or another water supplier. 

The billi ng met hod approved hetein s hall be effec tve fo r 
service rendered on or after the stamped approval date o n t he 
revised tariff sheets . 

for 
used 

The u tility 's request for approval to use estimated usage 
billing wastewater-only cu stomers was made after it had 

such method for several yea rs. Generally, we would 
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require a utility to show cause a s to why it should not be 
fined for charging ou side its tariff. However , because t he 
wastewater-only cus tomers represent isolated circumstances 
which have existed for s ome time, and Hydratech has indicated 
i t s intent to discourage wastewater-o nly cu stomers in the 
future, we do not find it appropriate t o pursue a show cause 
action against the utility. 

Based on the foregoing, it is hereby 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission tha t the 
proposed billing changes for wastewater-only customers of 
Hydratech Utilities, Inc. are approved as se t forth in the body 
of this Order . It is further 

ORDERED that the billi ng method approved herein shall be 
effective for service rendered o n or after the stamped approval 
date o n the revised tariff sheets. I t is further 

ORDERED that the provisior.s of th is Order are issued as 
proposed agency act i on, and as such, sha 11 become f i na 1 unless 
an approp ria te petition in the form provided by Rule 25-22 . 036, 
F lorida Admi ni s trative Code , is received by the Director , 
Divisio n of Record s a nd Repo rcttng at h is office a 101 East 
Gaines Street , Tall ahassee , Florida 32399-0870, by the close o f 
business on the d ate set forth in the "'Notice oC Fur her 
Proceedi ngs or Judicial Re~iewM attached hereto. Il ts further 

ORDERED that in the event that this Order becomes final, 
this docket sha ll be closed. 

By ORDER 
this 6th - =:....---

( S E A L ) 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by 
Section 120.59(4), Florida Statu tes, to no tify par ties of any 
administrative hearing o r judicial revi ew of Commission orde rs 
that is available under Sections 120.57 or 120 . 68, Florida 
Statutes, as well as the procedures and time limits that 
apply. This notice should not be cons rued to mean all 
requests for an administrative hearing or judicial rev iew 1.-dll 
be granted or result in the relief sought. 

The action proposed herein is pre liminary in nature and 
will not become effective or final, except as provided by Rule 
25-22.029 , Florida Administrative Code. Any perso n whose 
substantial interests are affected by the action proposed by 
this o rder ma y file a petition for a formal proceeding, as 
provided by Rule 25-22.029(4) , Florida Administrative Code , in 
the form pro vided by Rule 25-22 . 036(7)(a) and (f), Florida 
Admi ni s t rat i ve Code. Thi s petit ion must be received by the 
Director, D1vision o f Records and Reporting at hi s office at 
101 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee1 Florida 32399-0870, by the 
close of business o n ___ November 2 , 1989 __ ___ 

In the absence o f such a petiti on , thts order shall beco me 
ef feet i ve on the day subsequent to lhe above date as p r o v 1 ded 
by Rule 25-22.029(6), Flo rida Adntntstra tve Code, ano as 
reflected i n a subsequent order 

Any objection or protest filed 1n thi s docket bef o re the 
issuance date of this o r der is considered abando ned unless it­
satisfies the foregoing conditions and is renewed wtthin he 
specified protest peri od . 

If h is orde r becomes final and etft!ctive on the date 
desc.ibed above , any party adversely affected may reques t 
judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court in the case of 1n 
electric, gas o r telephone utility o r by the First Distrt ct 
Court of Appeal in the case of a water o r sewer utility b y 
filing a nottce of appeal with the Dl.Cector, Divis1 o n ) t 
Reco rd s and Report1ng and filing a copy of the notice o f app~Jl 
and the filing (ee with the appropriate court. Th1s ftllng 
must be completed within thirty ( 30) days of the effective date 
of this order , pursuan t to Rul e 9.110 , Florida Rules o f 
Appe llate Procedure. The notice of appeal must be in the Corm 
specified in Rule 9.900(a), Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

HYDRATECH UTILITIES, INC . 

W A T E R 
Residential and General Service 

Meter Size Base Facilit~ Charge 

5/8" X 3/4" $ 2 . 61 
314" 3.92 

1" 6.53 
1-1/2" 13.04 

2" 20.87 
3" 41.74 
4" 65 . 21 
6" 130.43 

Charge per 1 , 000 gallons $ l. 03 

W A S T E W A T E R 
Residential 

All Meter Sizes $ 5.17 

Charge per 1, 000 g allons $ 2.30 " 

* Maximum of 10 ,000 g allons 

General Service 

Me t e r Siz~ Base Faci lit~ Cha r_ge 

5/8 " X 3/4 .• $ 5 . l7 
314" 7 . 75 

1" 12.91 
1-1/2 " 25.83 

2 " 4 1.32 
3" 86.64 
4" 1 29 . 13 
6 " 258.2 5 

Charge per 1,000 gallons $ 2.30 
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