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COHEY NOW# the Office of Statewide Prosecution, by and. througk 

the undersigned and files this Response to t h e  .?ubPic CounseP#s 

Request f o r  H e a r h g s  om Southern  BelBgs propxm3 tariff filing 

i n t r aduc ing  Callas ID Service and changing the ~ikcumskances under  

which a r ~ ~ i p ~ b P i ~ h e d  number may be disclosed. In support o f  this 

respmse the Office of Statewide Prosecution alleges: 

2 e Zrstitution of caller identification service to the 

general public reprasents a near insurmountable obstacle to l a w  

enforcement Os ability to s t r i k e  at organized c r i m i . n a 1  activity. 

Ongoing criminal investigations will be undermined and f u t u r e  

investigations obstructed by this service. 

2. Caller Identification represents a th rea t  to the safety 

sf Paw SnfOrCemen~ Officers W h o  Work in all UnderCC.JVer  CC4paGity. 

This extends equally to the families of ppslic:? o f f i ce r s  SO 

assigned. C a l l . l @ S  Identification f u r t h e r  represents a threat to the 

s a f e t y  w " y  confidential source ( c i v i l i a n s )  u t i i i z e d  by law 

enforcement t:a, gather information about criminal activity. 



3 The substantial. i n t e r e s t s  of the 1.a.w eliforcement 

c o m ~ ~ ~ a ~ l i t y  a r e  adversely impacted by ~eaut~naxrn ~le l% 'E reques t  i n  t h a t  

it fundamentally alters the manner i n  which undercover 

investigations can be conducted, if at all. 

4. The issues identified by t h e  Public Counsel an h i s  

request f o r  h9aring should be resolved by t h e  Commission p r i o r  to 

granting Southern Boll s request .  A s  c u r a ~ e n t l y  cast ,  Florida s 

wiretap statute carefully regulates interception of a l l  

communicatiun. The Legislature has granted prsvi3ers c \ f  telephone 

service a narrow exception €or the Cal le r  I d e n t i f i c z t i o n  service. 

The Public Service Commission should not allow provider 

exploitation sf this generous exception hy undermining  the 

substantial intorests of w e i s  of telephone seivicss particularly 

those who are! charged with the p r o t e c t i o n  of thn. publie. 

5. Caller I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  service, without i flidersc23- 

blocking, Ls an unacceptable obstacle to e fk ' ec t ive  long term 

criairnal hvss t$gat ions .  Any proposal t h a t  e x t r a . c t s  a fee for' call 

blocking re;?resents an  unfair and oppressive t a x  that would be 

borne  by p ~ % l . c e  a g e n c i e s  and taxpayers who underwrite police 

PrQteCtiQn. 

WHEREFORE, the O f f . i c e  of Statewide Prosecution requests that 

the Public: Sesvj .cx  Gaimission grant the Public Counsel s request 

for hearing OH) S a u t h e m  ~ellls caller i d e n t i f i c a t i o a  proposal. 

ST'ATEWI DE PROSECUTOR 
]?E 031, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Flor ida  3::399 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

H MEWBY CERTIFY that a true and accura te  copy af the 
I 

Jack Shrczve 
Public Counsel 
111 West Madj.son Street 
Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400 

Mike Ramage 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
P o s t  Office Box 1489 
Tallahaasee, FL 32302 

Winston Pierce 

2737 Certerviaw Drive I , 

-, I 

f 
i 

Department of General Services DATE: - --- 
i’ 1- (-c . J’-; 

The attached IS sent to you for. 
Willj 6 Booth 
Florida Police Chiefs  Association 0 Your Informatton 
Post *ffrce Box 14038 0 Further Handling 
Tallahassee, FL 32317-4.038 4 Necessary action 

C$ Advice on Handtin{, 
0 Rosponse J.M. t tB~ddytt  Phillips 

Florida Sheriff’s Assocation 
P o s t  Office Box 1487 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-1487 

Charlone Carres 
American Civil Liberties Union 
l’ost Office Box 1031 
Tallahassee, Florida 52302 
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