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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COW1I SSION 

In re: Proposed tariff filing to 
establish the rates and charges for 
Meet-Me- Conference by GTE FLORIDA 
INCORPORATED 

---------------------------------------------

) DOCKET NO. 900515-TL 
) 
) ORDER NO . 23211 
) 
) ISSUED : 7-18-90 

The following Conuni ssioners part icipated in the 

disposition of this matter: 

MICHAEL McK. WILSON, Chai rman 
BETTY EASLEY 

GERALD L. GUNTER 
FRANK S . MeSSERSMITH 

ORDER APPROVING TARIFF PROPOSAL 

BY THE C0~1ISSION: 

On May 21, 1990 , GTE Florida Incorporated { uTEfL or the 

Company), proposed revisions to its General Services Tariff 

establishino the rates and c harges for Mee t - Me-Conference. 

This n ew service will reptace Lhe existing confere1ce service 

provided uncer a lease arrangement with AT&T Conununic J Lions o f 

the Southern States, Inc. {ATT-C }, which is scheduled to end 

October 31, 1990 . The current conference service will rema1n 

in effect until the contract expires, then the Comp any will 

eliminate that service . GTEFL's Meet-Me-Conference is a 140 

port capaci t y bridging service which allows the c u stomer to 

access conference br i dges with the carrier o f h is choice. 

Various confere nce services and enhanced services will be 

available. 

Currently, GTEFL provides a "dial-out'' conference service 

via a manual cordboard with a capacity of 30 po rts i n a joint 

arrangement with ATT-C . The conference o perato r dial s each 

party at the arranged t1me and conne~ts them wi t h di a l-oul 

conference service using the existing c o nference bridge. Wi th 

t his service, the i ndividual who arranges the conference call 

must be i n GTEFL ' s territory and would have the operator dial 

out to all con ferees. For example, if there are three legs to 

the call--one from Tampa to Clearwater, o ne from Tampa to 

Tallahassee, and one from Tampa to Miami--the GTEFL o pera tor 

would arrange the call by calling all the conferees and 

c hargethe originator of the conference call the interLATA 

intrastate ATT- C rate for all t h ree calls plus a surcharge for 

each leg of the ca 11. Normally , an inte rLATA ca 11 must be 
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handled by an ATT-C operator ; however, in this instance the 
call can be handled by a GTEFL operator. But, ATT-C was 
permitted by the Department of Justi ce Modified Con~en l Decree 
to lease operator services from the local exchange companies 
until October 31, 1990, so long as the technology being used 
was i n place prior to 1984. The processing of hcse ca lls will 
cease with the expi calion of the ATT-C Operator Service lease 
October 31 , 1990 , and GTEFL will begin providing its own 
operator services for its conference bridgtng. 

Meet-Me-Conference service will differ from the current 
service in several ways . First, Meet - Me-Conference will be a 
" dial-in " service whereby the conferees must call into the 
origi nator of the con ference call vis-a-vis a predetermined 
number . For example, in the conference call scenari .> outlined 
above , each of the respective conLerees would d • .:il into the 
originato r of the conference call, who must te i n GTEFL's 
ter r itory . Each conferee would be charged the re~pective rates 
for h is leg of the call and the origin3~or would be charged the 
appropriate rates for orga-nizing the cal 1 . In ada it ion, the 
c ustomer will be able to pick his car~:er of choice, and GTEfL 
will provide a bridging service with a 140 port capacity . 

Meet-Me-Conference will consist of two services: 
Meet-Me-Unattended and Meet-Me-Operato r Controlled . With 
Meet-Me-Unattended, the customer can call the con ference 
operator in advance and establish the date, time, number of 
parties, features desHed, and the passcode for the conference 
call. At the appointed time, the parties ca n enter the 
passcode and access the conference withou operator 
assistance . When using t he Meet-Me-Operator Con trolled 
featu re , parties dial into the bridge and the operator manually 
b ridges t he parties together for the conference call. In 
addition, the following enhanced services will be offered with 
Meet-Me-Un attended and Meet-Me-Ope rator Controlled: notifica ­
tion, mon itoring , tape recording, and quoling of time and 
charges. 

Because this is a new se rvice the customer impact wi 11 be 
t he new rates set forth in the tariff. Further, the rates for 
GTEFL ' s p r oposed Meet-Me-Conference are not comp.Hable to the 
con ference service the Company currently uses. The current 
service is based o n point-to-point , person to person toll 
rates , plus operator surc harges t hat are accumula t ed and 
charged to the customer. However, the t-1eet-Me-Conference is 
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different because each party pays a toll to reach Lhe 
conference bridge. GTEFL ' s Meet-Me- Conference serv1 ce is 
similar i n concept with Central Telep~one Company o f Fl o rtda' s 
and United Telepho ne Company of Florida's conference service. 
Bul , t he individua l rates of the companir>s are nol comparabl e 
because o f differen t rate structures. 

Upon consideration, we find that GTEFL's tariff pro posa l 
to establish the rates and charges for Meet-Me-Con(P renee is 
appropriate . We are satisfied that t he rates charged will 
cover the costs , along wilh an adequale contr i bution . 
Accordingl y, we will approve the Revis1 o n wilh a July 20, 1990 
effective date. 

Based on the forego ing, it is 

ORDERED by t he Florida Pub 1 ic Service Comm1 t. s ion that GTE 
Florida Inco rporate d ' s propos ed tariff filing to es tablish Lhc 
r ates and charges for Meet-Me-Conference is her by appro ved 
with an effective date of Joly 20, 19 SO . ll is furlf,n r 

ORDERED that this docket is hereby c losed . 

By ORDER of t he Florida Public Service Commission , 
thi s ~day of _ _ J ul1..__ 1990 

STEVE TRIBBLE , Director 
Divisio n of Records and Repo rt i ng 

( S E A L ) 

PAK 

by:.-· ~JG~·~""~tf==.!#!lt~:!~ .... ~.,::!:· ~~ 
Chief, i ureau o'~ecords 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDI NGS OR JUD~CIAL REViEW 

The Flo rida Public Se r vice Commission is requt red by 
Section 120.59 ( 4) , Floridd Statutes , to not1fy part1es of any 
administrative heari ng o r j ud icial r eview of Commission o rde.s 
that is avai lable under Sections 120 . 57 o r 120 . 68 , Flonda 
Statutes, as well as t he procedures and time limits that 
apply. This notice s ho ul d not be construed o mea n all 
r e quests for J n administrative heanng or judicial rev1ew will 
be granted or result in t he relief ~ought. 

Any pa rty adversely affect~d by he Comm1ssion's final 
action in this matter ma y request : l) reconsideration of the 
decision by fili ng a mot1on f or reconsidcrat1011 w1th the 
Directo r , Divi sion of Records and Reporting within fifteen (15) 
d a y s of the issuance of this order in the fors11 lJlCScnbed by 
Rule 25-22 .060 , Florida Adm1n1strat1ve Code ; o r 2} judic1al 
rev iew by t he Flo rida Supreme Court in the case oi an electtic , 
gas o r telephone utility o t t he First District Cour of Appeal 
i n the case of a wa lc r or·sewer ulli.i : y by filing a notice of 
appeal wi th the Director, Division of ~eco rds a nd Reporting and 
fil i ng a copy of t he notice of appeai a nd the fillng Cee with 
the appropriate court. Th is filing must be comp leted within 
thirty ( 3 0} days after the issuance of this o rder, pursuant to 
Rul e 9 . 110 , F l orida Rules oC Appellate Procedule. The noL1ce 
of appeal must be in the form specified i n Rule 9.900(a) , 
Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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