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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Re: Request by Highlands 
County Boa r d of Commi ssioners 
for extended area service 
between all Highla nds County 
e xchanges . 

) DOCKET NO . 920150-TL 
) ORDER NO. PSC-9 3-0899-FOF-TL 
) ISSUED: June 14, 1993 
) 
) ________________________________ ) 

The fo llowi ng Commissioners par ticipated in the disposition of 
this matter: 

J . TERRY DEASON , Chairman 
THOMAS M. BEARD 
SUSAN F. CLARK 

JULIA L. JOHNSON 
LUIS J. LAUREDO 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION 
ORDER REQUIRING SURVEY AND TOLL ALTERNATIVES 

BY THE COMMISSION : 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Florida Public Service 
Commission that the action discussed herein is preliminary in 
nature and wil l become fi nal unless a person whose interests are 
adversely affected files a petition for a formal procee ding, 
pursuant to Rule 25-22.029, Fl o rida Administrative Code. 

On February 12 , 1992, the Highlands County Board of County 
Commissioners (the County Commission) filed a request for Extended 
Area Service (EAS) between al l excha nges in Highlands County . 
These exchanges are Avon Park, Sebring, Spring Lake , Lake Placid 
a nd Okeechobee. All of these excha nges are served by United 
Telephone of Florida (United or the Company) a nd are located in the 
Fort Myers Market Area. Att ach.m,...nt A reflects the pertinent 
exchange data and Attachme nt B is a map of relevant areas. 

In response to the County Commissioners request, we issued 
Order No. PSC- 92 - 0470-PSC-TL, dated June 8, 1992 , requiring the 
Company to conduct traffic studies on the routes described above. 
Because of c lerical errors the Compa ny never received that Order. 
Accordingly , we reordered the relevant traffic studies in Order No . 
PSC-92-1031-PCO- TL, dated September 21, 1992 , United filed its 
completed traffic studies. Based upon these studies we make the 
following findings. 
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Rule 25-4.059, Florida Administrative Code, provides that if 
a determination has been made for EAS or other toll alternative 
arrangements for a specified route then that route shall not be 
eligible for review more frequently than once in a three year 
peri od. In Order No. 24595 issued May 31, 1991, we determined that 
the Avon Park/Sebring and the Spring Lakes/Lake Placid routes were 
eli gible for $ . 25 message rate and Ordered that the $.25 plan be 
implemented on August 24, 1991. Accordingly these routes are 
ineligible for review at this time. However the County 
Commissioners request implicitly requires a waiver of Rule 25-
4.059 . Based on the informati on before us. We shall wait till 
later in t.his process to make such a determination. 

We also find that the Lake Placid to Sebring qualifies to be 
surveyed for non-optional, flat rate, two way route toll free 
calling. The rates for this plan would as follows: 

R-1 $9.03 B-1 $21.2 0 PBX $42. 39 

The survey shall be conducted within 45 da ys of the date this 
Order becomes final. United shall obtain Staff • s approval the 
required newspape r advertisement prior to publication. Further, 
United shall submit the survey letter and ballot to staff for 
approval prior to publication . Finally, the Company shall provide 
staff with a copy of the published advertisements and the dates 
which i t runs. 

If rhe survey passes, Optional Extended Area Service between 
Lake Placid and Sebring and Toll-Pac between Sebring and Lake 
Placid shall be discontinued simultaneously with the impleme ntation 
of EAS. Finally , if the survey passes , the 25/25 additive shall 
remain in place for two years after the implementation of EAS or. 
until the implementation of Uni~ed's next earnings review, 
whichever comes later. 

We further find that the Spring Lake/Avon Park and Lake 
Placid/Avon Park routes shall be charged $.25 per residential call 
regardless of duration. If technically feasible, business rates o n 
these calls shall be rated at $.10 for the first minute and $.06 
for each additional minute. These routes shall be furnished on a 
seven digit local basis. NonLEC pay telephone service providers 
(NPATS) shall charge end users as if these calls were local $.25 
calls and the NPATS shall pay the standard measured usage rates to 
the LEC. United shall implement this change within six (6) months 
of the date this Order becomes final. Finally United shall conduct 
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a traffic study of the Hi ghlands County pocket of the Okeechobee 
exchange to the Spring Lake, Lake Placid, Sebring and Avon Park 
exchanges. This survey shall be conducted within 45 days of the 
date of this Order. 

Based on the foregoing, it is 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Cor~ission that United 
Telephone Company of Florida shall survey rate payers i n the Lake 
Placid to Sebring exchange as directed in the body of this Order. 
It is further 

ORDERED that rates for calls between Avon Park and Spring Lake 
and between Avon Park and Lake Placid shall be restructured as 
described in the body of this Order. It is further 

ORDERED that the rates for calls between Avo n Park and Spring 
Lake and between Avon Park and Lake Placid shall be restructured 
within 6 months of the date of this Order . It is further 

ORDERED that United Telephone Company of Florida shall conduct 
traffic studies on the Highlands County portion of the Okeechobee 
exchange . It is f urther 

ORDERED that any protest of this Order s hall be filed pursuant 
to the r e quirements set forth below. It is further 

OR~ERED that this docket shall remain open. 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission this 14th 
day of June , 1993 . 

Reporting 

(SEAL) 

JKA 

Chairman Deason Dissented with regard to restructuring the rates 
between Avon Park and Spring Lake and between Avon Park and Lake 
Placid 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 
120.59(4), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any 
administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that 
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as 
we ll as the procedures and time limits that apply . This notice 
s hould not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative 
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief 
sought . 

The a c tion proposed herein is preliminary in nature anct wi ll 
not become effective or final, except as p r ovided by Rule 
25-22 . 029, Florida Administrative Code. Any person whose 
substantial interests are affected by the action proposed by this 
order may file a petition for a formal proceeding , as provided by 
Rule 25-22.029(4), Florida Administrative Code, in the f orm 
provided by Rule 25- 22.036(7) (a) and (f), Florida Administrative 
Code. This petition must be received by t he Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting at his office at 101 East Gaines Street, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0870, by the close of business on J u l y 
6 , 1993. 

In the absence of such a petition, this order shall become 
effective on the day subsequent to the above date as provide d by 
Rule 25-22 . 029(6), Florida Administrative Code. 

A..,y objection or protest filed in this docket before the 
issuance date of this order is considered abandoned unless it 
satisfies the foregoing conditions and is renewed within the 
specified protest period . 

If this order becomes final and effective on the d~te 

described above, any party adversely affected may request j udicial 
review by the Florida Supreme Court in the case of an electric, gas 
or telephone utility or by the First District Court of Appeal in 
the case of a water or wastewater utility by filing a notice of 
appeal with the Director, Division of Records and Reporting and 
filing a copy of the notice of appeal and the filing fee with the 
appropriate court . This filing must be completed within thirty 
(30) days of the effective date of this order, pursuant to Rule 
9.110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The notice of a ppeal 
must be in the form specified in Rule 9 . 900(a), Florida Rule s of 
Appellate Procedure. 
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ACC!:SS LINZS :!tA.S CALLING ~IC RA~S 

EAS LINES ~COP"' 

8,917 • (Sebring ] R-1 5 6.47 
Z.- 1 515.20 

8,917•• PBX 530 .40 

' 
9 , a9 1 ~ (Spring Lae] R- 1 s 6.47 

( Sebri:1<; ) B- 1 $15.:10 

9,891• • ?B:X $30.~0 

' 

20,568• Spr i ng La.ke R- 1 s 7 . 22 

(La.ka ?lacid ) 3- l $15.96 

25 ,750•• (Avon Pa.rlt) ? BX $3 3 . 9 : 

3,907• Sebr!.n<; R-1 s 7.22 

( LAke ?lacid ) 3-1 $15. 96 

25,750• PBX 533.91 

16,771• None R-1 s 6 .~7 

S- 1 $15.20 

16,771• .. ?BX 530.40 



0RDF.R NO. PSC -93-0899-FOF-TL 
DOCKET NO . 920150-TL 
PAGE 6 

t f}VO!V PJJK. K 

"' 

LAKE PLACLD 

h'/ 6 r! L !? t/ D s c 0 v ,v I 7 L ' I 

---- .2 x c H,t:;NGE Bou!V 017 ~'-: )' 

< >~X!SI/A.J~ E/!E 


	1993 Roll 5-24
	1993 Roll 5-25
	1993 Roll 5-26
	1993 Roll 5-27
	1993 Roll 5-28
	1993 Roll 5-29



