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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE C O ~ I S S I O N  

In re: Application by Southern ) 
States Utilities, Inc. for rate ) 
increase and increase in service ) 
availability charges for Orange- ) 
Osceola Utilities, Inc. in ) 
Osceola County, and in Bradford, ) 
Brevard, Charlotte, Citrus, Clay, ) 
Collier, Duval, Highlands, ) Docket No. 950495-WS 
Lake, Lee, Marion, Martin, ) 
Nassau, Orange, Osceola, Pasco, ) 
Polk, Putnam, Seminole, St. Johns, ) Filed: February 27, 1996 
St. Lucie, Volusia and Washington ) 
Counties. ) 

) 

SSU'S AMENDED RESPONSE TO CITRUS COUNTY'S 
PETITION FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE 

Southern States Utilities, Inc. ("SSU"), by and through its 

counsel, hereby files its Amended Response to the Petition for 

Leave to Intervene filed by Citrus County. SSU amends the Response 

filed on February 26, 1996 to add the beginning language of 

subsection 120.52(12) (d), Florida Statutes, which was inadvertently 

omitted from the quote in paragraph three of the February 26 

Response. In support of its Amended Response to Citrus County's 

Petition for Leave to Intervene, SSU states as follows: 

1. SSU does not object to Citrus County's intervention on 

the ground that Citrus County is a customer of SSU; however, Citrus 

County's standing to participate in this proceeding should be 

limited to its status and standing as a customer of SSU - -  not as 

a representative of the citizens of Citrus County who are customers 

of ssu. 
2. Citrus County's allegation that it is entitled to 

participate in this proceeding on the basis that the "substantial 

interests of a great many of its citizens will be affected by the 
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outcome of the proceeding'' is insufficient as a matter of law, and 

Citrus County cannot be granted party status on the basis of this 

allegation. 

3 .  Citrus County lacks standing to participate in this 

proceeding on behalf of other customers of SSU who reside in Citrus 

County. Citrus County has offered no legal authority in its 

Petition for Leave to Intervene in support of such standing. 

Indeed, Section 120.52 (12) (d) , Florida Statutes, is very clear that 

the County may only appear in this proceeding on behalf of SSU 

customers who reside in Citrus County if the following requirements 

are met: 

(d) Any county representative, agency, 
department, or unit funded and authorized by 
state statute or county ordinance to represent 
the interests of the consumers of a county, 
when the proceeding involves the substantial 
interests of a significant number of residents 
of the county and the board of county 
commissioners has, by resolution, authorized 
the representative, agency, department, or 
unit to represent the class of interested 
persons. The authorizing resolution shall 
apply to a specific proceeding and to appeals 
and ancillary proceedings thereto . . . .  

4 .  Citrus County has failed to allege compliance with 

Section 120.52(12) (d), Florida Statutes, including the attachment 

of the statutorily required resolution of the Citrus County Board 

of County Commissioners authorizing the County to represent all SSU 

customers residing in Citrus County in this proceeding. The County 

has failed to meet the statutory predicate for appearing in this 

proceeding on behalf of SSU customers who reside in Citrus County. 
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WHEREFORE, SSU requests that Citrus County's intervention and 

party status in this proceeding be limited to its status as a 

customer of SSU and not as a representative of SSU customers w h o  

reside in Citrus County. 

Respectfully submitted, 

hf&- 
K~NNETH A@ HOFFMAN, ESQ. 

Rutledge, Ecenia, Underwood, 
Purnell & Hoffman, P.A. 

P. 0. Box 551 
Tallahassee, FL 32302-0551 

WILLIAM B. WILLINGHAM, ESQ. 

(904) 681-6788 

and 

BRIAN P. ARMSTRONG, ESQ. 
MATTHEW FEIL, ESQ. 
Southern States Utilities, Inc. 
1000 Color Place 
Apopka, Florida 32703 
(407) 880-0058 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of SSU's Amended Response to 
Citrus County's Petition for Leave to Intervene was furnished by U. 
S .  Mail to the following on this 27th day of February, 1996: 

Lila Jaber, Esq. Mr. John D. Mayles 
Division of Legal Services President 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard Sugarmill Woods Civic ASSO. 
Gerald L. Gunter Building 91 Cypress Blvd., West 
Room 370 Homosassa, FL 34446 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Charles J. Beck, Esq. P. 0. Box 1110 
Office of Public Counsel Fernandina Beach, FL 

Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400 

Michael B. Twomey, Esq. 
P. 0 .  Box 5256 
Tallahassee, FL 32314-5256 

Mr. Kjell Pettersen 
P. 0. Box 712 
Marco Island, FL 33969 

Mr. Frank Kane 
1208 E. Third Street 
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 

Mr. Paul Mauer, President 
Harbour Woods Civic Association 
11364 Woodsong Loop N 
Jacksonville, FL 32225 

Arthur I. Jacobs, Esq. 

111 W. Madison Street 32305-1110 

Larry M. Haag, Esq. 
111 West Main Street 
Suite #B 
Inverness, FL 34450 

.+ HOFFMAN, ESQ. 
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