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CASE BACKGROUND

Pursuant to Section 364.337 (6) (b), Florida Statutes, any
certificated alternative access vendor certificated as of July 1,
1995 and wishing to provide alternative local exchange
telecommun’~ations service may do so effective January 1, 1996,
upon furnis.ing to the Florida Public Service Commission written
notice of its intention.

BTAFF DISCUSSION

Should the Commission acknowledge FLORIDA
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, INC.'s (FTS) notification of
intention to provide alternative local exchange
telecommunications service within the State of Florida as
provided by Section 364.337(6) (b), Florida Statutes, and should
that authority be statewide, except in areas precluded by Seciion
364.337(1), Florida Statutes?
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RECOMMENDATION: Yes, the Commission should acknowledge FTS's
notification of intention to provide alternative local exchange
telecommunications service within che State of Florida as
provided by Section 364.337(6)(b), Florida Statutes, with the
authority being statewide, except in areas precluded by Section
364.337(1), Florida Statutes.

BTAFF ANALYBIB: Pursuant to Section 364.337(6) (b), Florida
Statutes, effective July 1, 1995, any alternative access vendor
certificated as of July 1, 1995 and wishing to provide
alternative local exchange telecommunications service (ALEC) may
do so effective January 1, 1996, upon furnishing written notice
to the Commission.

FTI was certificated as an AAV before July 1. 1995 and has
furnished written notice of its intention to provide ALEC service
in Florida. This notice (attached) satisfies the requirements of
Section 364.337(6)(b), Florida Statutes.

As an AAV, this company was granted statewide authority by
this Commission to provide approved AAV service. Therefore,
staff concludes that the ALEC authority should also be statewide
except for those areas of the state (territories of earnings
regulated small LECs) that are precluded by Section 364.337(1),
Florida Statutes.

Staff recommends that the company listed in Issue 1 be
acknowledged as an alternative local exchange company pursuant to
Section 364.337(6) (b), Florida Statutes, with authority to
provide a’ternative local exchange telecommunications service in
Florida etfective immediately, and that authority be recognized
as statewide except in areas (earnings regulated small LEC
territories) precluded by Section 364.337(1), Florida Statutes.

IBBUR 2: (PAA) Should the Commission require the company listed
in Issue 1 to provide access to 911 service effective on the date
the company begins to provide basic local telecommunications
service at a level equivalent to the 911 access services of the
LEC serving in the same area?
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RECOMMENDATION: Yos.

BTAFF ANALYBIS: To ensure that Florida end users are allowed
high quality access to emergency services, Section 364.337(2),
Florida Statutes, provides that each alternative local exchange
telecommunications company that provides basic local
telecommunications service must provide access to 911 services.

Staff believes it is necessary to clarify that this company
be required to comply with Section 364.337(2), Florida Statutes
which requires that basic ALEC service include access to 911.
Language referencing this requirement should be included in the
order acknowledging this company as having ALEC authority.

The Commission has no specific rules on what a LEC or an
ALEC must provide in terms of 911 service access. Section
364.337(2), Florida Statutes, requires that an ALEC must include
access to 911 in its basic service but does not define what type
of 911 services must be provided. This could result in an ALEC
offering access to 911 service which is inferior in some way to
the 911 service access provided by the LEC in that same area.
For example, a LEC might provide both automatic number
identification (telephone number) and automatic location
(address) information to the public service answering point while
the ALEC might only provide the telephone number of the calling
party.

inferior 911 access could result in loss of life which is
not something that can be corrected at a later date. For now,
staff believes it should be a specific requirement of the order
that the ALLC's 911 service be at a level equivalent to that
provided by the LEC serving that same area.

IBBUE 3: Should this docket be closed?

RECOMMENDATION: Yes, if no person whose substantial interests
are affected by the Commission's Proposed Agency Action in Issue
2 files a protest within 21 days of the issuance date of the
order this docket should be cleosed.
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STAFF ANALYBIB: The order acknowledging granting ALEC authority
to this company listed in Issue 1 is final. This authority is
granted by Section 364.337(1) and the order is simply an
acknowledgment. Section 364.337(1) also requires the Commission
to expeditiously grant certificates and that the grant of
certificates not be affected by the application of any criteria
other than specifically enumerated in subsection (1).

However, the decision concerning Issue 2 is a proposed
agency action order outside of subsection (1) and should not
affect the granting of ALEC authority to this company.

Accordingly, this docket should be closed, if no person
whose substantial interests are affected by the Commission's
Proposed Agency Action in Issue 2, files a protest within 21 days
of the issuance date of the order.
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