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Mr. Eric Groom

Division of Water & Wastewater
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida

Re: Forest Hills Utilities, Inc.; Docket No. YiA47§-80
Limited Proceeding

Dear Eric:

As a follow-up to the conference call we had between you, Tim
Vaccaro, Troy Rendell and wmyself, I am writing to outline some
additional facts which I believe are relevant to your review of
Forest Hills’ request for emergency rate relief in the above
referenced matter.

As we discussed, Forest Hills has completed all construction
necessary to allow the interconnection of its existing wastewater
system with that of Paeco County and to immediately discontinue use
of its wastewater treatment plant. I am currently attempting to
obtain as-built plans certified by Mr. Sandy Loveras, P.E., showing
completion of these facilities which I understand nave been
e . —completed for at least 1 1/2 months.

The DEP, in light of the completion of these facilities is
——demanding under threat of fine, that Forest Hills immediately
connect its system with that of the County and discontinue uce of
its sewage treatment plant. I am attaching hereto, a letter to the
—=%He.lity represencatives from Mr. David Thulman, of the DEP,
____verifying DEP'e position in that regard. This letter is from
November 20, 1996, and while it is not completely legible, I
—Pelieve it conveys the basic point i.e., that DEP recognizes that
.._construction was complete as of November 20ch of last year, and
that they are threatening the Utility with fines should the Urility
not immediately turn on service from the County.
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As we additionally discusseed, the Utility cannot afford to
make the simple turn of a wvalve to connect with Pasco County’s
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wastawater system until such time as it obtains rate relief from
the Public Service Commimssion. The rates that the Utility has will
not allow it to pay the cost of that purchased sewage treatment
until adequate rate relief is granted in accordance with our
request for emergency/interim/temporary rates.

Finally, as wea discussed, we certainly would understand the
Commission’s desire to require that the emergency/interim rate
relief be escrowed and only allow withdrawal. by the Utility for
payments to Pasco County for bulk service and we would agree to
such a condition. However, we must be sure that there is adequate
relief in accordance with our request to allow the Utility to pay
the cost of the bulk wastewater service from Pasco County and as
quickly as posseible in order to avoid further costs and fines being
imposed upon the Utility. Because of the tremendous discrepancy
between the cost of purchased sewage treatment and the Utility's
existing rates and charges, the Utility cannot afford under any
circumstances to go forward with that interconnection until such
emergency/interim/temporary approval is granted.

If you need any further information or documents to assist you
in this regard, please let me know. We will be happy to provide
whatever documents you need in order to recommend to the
Commissioners that this emergency rate relief be granted
immediately.

Sincerely,

F. Mayshall Deterdin

iiﬁ/fhe Firm

FMD/1lts
Enclosure
cc: Mr. Troy Rendell
Tim Vaccaro, Esquire
Ms. Blanca Bayo
Mr. Robert L. Dreher
Mr. Jim Dreher
Robert C. Nixon, CPA
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