
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Application of 1 
Southern S t a t e s  Utilities, 1 
Inc. and Deltona Utilities, 1 

) 
and Wastewater Rates in Citrus, 1 

Putnarn, Charlotte, Lee, Lake, 1 

Clay, Brevard, Highlands, 1 
Collier, Pasco, Hernando, and ) 
Washington Counties. ) 

) 

Docket NO. 9SDI99-WS 
Inc. for Increased Water and 

Nassau, Seminole, Osceola, Duval, 

Orange, Marion, Volusia, Martin, ) F i l e d :  February 28, 1997 

FLORIDA WATER SERVICES CORPORATION'S 
MOTION FOR STAY OF ORDER NO. PSC-97-0175-FOF-WS 
PENDINQ DISPOSITION OF MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Florida Water Services Corporation ( "Flor ida Water" ) , formerly 
Southern States Utilities, Inc. by and through its undersigned 

counsel, hereby requests that t h e  Commission grant a stay of that 

portion of O r d e r  No. PSC-97-0175-FOF-WS requiring Flo r ida  Water to 

implement modified stand-alone r a t e s  f o r  i ts  Spring Hill f a c i l i t i e s  

pending disposition of Florida Water's motion for reconsideration 

of said order. In support of this Motion, Flo r ida  Water s t a t e s  as 

follows : 

1. On March 3, 1997, Florida Water f i l e d  a motion for 

reconsideration of that portion of O r d e r  No. PSC-97-0175-FOF-WS 

modifying the  plenary stay issued by the C o r n m i s s i o n  pursuant  t o  

Order N o .  PSC-96-1311-FOF-WS and requiring Florida Water to 

implement modified stand-alone rates f o r  i ts  Spring Will 

facilities. 

2 .  Florida Water submits that it is administratively 

efficient to retain the curren t  uniform rates pending disposition 

of its motion for reconsideration. I f  Florida Water is required to 
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implement modified stand-alone r a t e s  and the  Commission grants  its 

motion for reconsideration, Florida Water will be required to incur 

unnecessary administrative expenses for the  noticing and 

implementation of t w o  r a t e  changes within a relatively short  time 

period. In addition, potential customer confusion associated with 

such  potential r a t e  changes will be avoided by maintaining the  

cur ren t  uniform rates pending disposition of this issue before the 

Commission. 

3 .  Should the Commission deny Florida Water's motion for 

reconsideration, Florida Water intends to appeal such decision to 

the First District Court of Appeal and to seek a stay of the  

implementation of the  modified stand-alone rates pending t h e  

court's decision. Again, potential customer confusion and 

administrative cos ts  incurred for the changing of r a t e s  w i t h i n  a 

relatively short timeframe will be avoided by maintaining t h e  

uniform rates f o r  t h e  Spring Hill facilities until t h i s  issue is 

finally resolved. 

4. Rule 25-30.360 (2), Florida Administrative Code, addresses 

a similar situation. Under that rule, a Commission ordered refund 

requirement is temporarily stayed pending t h e  disposition of a 

timely filed motion for reconsideration. The rationale for the  

rule c lear ly  is to avoid commencement of refunds when a par ty  is 

entitled to a mandatory stay of a refund requirement should the 

par ty  pursue the issue on appeal.  See Fla-Admin. Code R. 25-  

22.061(1) (a). Florida Water notes that the  mandatory stay 

provisions of Rule 25-22.061(1) (a), F.A.C., apply to both 
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Commission ordered refunds and reductions in rates. Accordingly, 

the  rationale of Rule 25-30.360 (2), F.A.C., should be similarly 

applied to the  reduction of r a t e s  f o r  the Spring Will facilities 

and a temporary stay granted pending disposition of Florida Water’s 

motion f o r  reconsideration. 

WHEREFORE, Florida Water respectfully request t h a t  the 

Cornmission enter an O r d e r  staying that portion of Order No. PSC-97- 

0175-FOF-WS modifying the  full stay granted by O r d e r  No. PSC-96- 

1311-FOF-WS and requiring t h e  implementation of modified stand- 

alone rates for Florida Water‘s Spring Hill facilities pending 

disposition of Florida Water’s motion f o r  reconsideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A*& 
&NNETH A ~ H O F F M A N ,  ESQ. 
RUTLEDGE, UCENIA, ~JNDERWOOD , 
PURNELL & HOFFMAN, P.A. 
P. 0 .  Box 551 
Tallahassee, FL 32302-0551 
(904) 681-6788 

ARTHUR J. ENGLAND, JR., ESQ. 
Greenberg, Traurig, Hoffman, 
Lipoff, Rosen & Quentel, P . A .  
1221 B r i c k e l l  Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33131-3260 
( 3 0 5 )  579-0605 

and 

SRIAN P. ARMSTRONG, ESQ. 
Florida Water Services Corporation 
1000 Color Place 
Apopka, Florida 32703 
( 4 0 7 )  880-0058 

Attorneys for Florida Water Services 
Corporation 

3 

6.513 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE, 

I HEREBY CERTIFY t h a t  a copy of the  foregoing was furnished by 
U. S .  Mail to the  following t h i s  28th day of February, 1997: 

John R .  Howe, Esq. 
Charles J. Beck, E s q .  
Office of Public Counsel 
111 West Madison Street  
Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400 

L i l a  Jaber, E s q .  
Division of Legal Services 
Florida Public Service 
Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Room 370 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

M r .  Harry C. Jones, P.E. 
Pres iden t 
Cypress and Oak Villages 
Association 
91 Cypress Boulevard West 
Homasassa, Florida 32646 

Michael S. Mullin, Esq. 
P. 0 .  Box 1563 
Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034 

Larry M. Haag, E s q .  
County Attorney 
111 West Main Street #B 
Inverness, Florida 34450-4852 

Susan W. FOX, E s q .  
MacFarlane, Ferguson 
P. 0. Box 1531 
Tampa,  F lo r ida  33601 

Michael B. Twomey, E s q .  
Route 28, Box 1264 
Tallahassee, Flo r ida  31310 

Joseph A. McGlothlin, E s q .  
Vicki Gordon Kaufman, E s q .  
117 S. Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Darol H.N. Carr, E s q .  
David Holmes, E s q .  
P. 0 .  D r a w e r  159 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949 

Michael A. Gross, E s q .  
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Legal Affairs 
Room PL-01, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 

By : 

Giga. stay 
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