| AF Capy
Public Serbice Commission

-M-E-M-0O-R-A-N-D-U-M-

-

DATE: August 6, 1997

TO: Division of Records & Reporting

FROM: Tim Vaccaro, Senior Attorney, Division of Legal Services ﬂ

RE:  Docket No. SSSMPE8U - Application for limited proceeding increase in waswcwater
rates by Forest Utilities, Inc. in Pasco County

Picase file the attached letter, dated August 5, 1997, from Anthony C. Ekonomides,
Esquire of Ekonomides & Associates, in the above referenced docket file.
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EKONOMIDES 8. ASSOCIATES

ATromsar & COUNSLONS AT LAW
OMl TAMMA. CITY CD 1R

August 5, 1997

VIA FACSIMILE N(904) 4136182

Mr. Timuthy Vaceoro

Senior Atlormney

Division of { ggal Services

Florida Public Servicc Commission
2540 Shumard (ak Boulcvard
Vullahagsee, I, 32399-0850

Re:  Forest Hills Utilities. Inc.. Application for Rate Incrcaxe
Docket No.:  961475-SU

I2ear Mr. Vaccaro:
Further w our conversation of lodsy's date please be advised ay follows:

k. Although | am aware that this matier has been delerred previous Lo imy
herein requesd. | reomind all parties that on Friday. June 6, 1997, | received notilication thut the
initial agenda date of Tucaday. Junc 10, 1997, was being deferred further (o a request from the
Uifity’s attomey., Mr. Deterding. | did not object o such deferral. There followed an informal
telephone meeting ol June 23, 1997, and the current date of Augus: 8. 1997, was selected
sometinw therealer,

2. Axs you are aware | have been somewhal less than 100% ective n light ol a
recent automohile accident where | was rear-ended. Although most of what it is that | wish w
submil 1y in substuntial completion. | will require a little maore time lor sald complcetion.

kN As of August 1, 1997, new developiments regarding the utility und ils
hilling pructices have created a nced for further investigation on the pant of all concerned.
Morc specifically, my client. the Forest Hills East Civic Amsociation hus been in contuct with imc
aimuost everydoy since August |, 1997, indicating that water hills lor the month of July are
outrugenusly cxcessive in numerous instances. The bills indicate a gallo..age usape far
vxceeding what people have actually usod and for in excess of whal Lhe meter actually reads  In
one such instance an individua) has ceceived a waler bill for $379.00 for usage of aver 100,000
pallons. In the case ol 5717 Jackpot Way, Holiday, Florida there was a hill for 8200 gallons
whern actunl usage and the meler indicate oaly 3200 gatlons used. Thir is a prublem which
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CANNOT be addressod with the utility because of their office closure between the months of
July to end of October.

The Utility has ofien indicated deposits it now holds would not he returned if
people did not make thelr payments when due. The commission hus ordered the retum of
dupusits and this has not occurred. [t is my desire to investigatce this further so that | can
determine whether the billing praciices of the Utility for July are intonded to creale o lardy
payment crivironment and provide an excuse to withhold retuming deposits it is obviouxly
obliguted 1o rewurn.

! have also been invited 1o address gl concerns of my client within this particuiar
caxe even though it ix a limited proceoding for a ratc increasc.

IFor the above enumeraled reesons and because we have not asked for any
deferment in the past. counsel roquests that the August 18, 1997, date for Agende on this maer
e deferred for o periad of three weeks, that is. for sny date which {8 eonvenient (u all other
partics in the week of September 8. 1997, Such a request is fair and even-handed. | have
provided more than |3 days notice and state in good faith that the extra time is required 10
adequaiely prepare for said Agenda.

To deny my client a deferment would amount to rewarding the Utility and
granting ils requests, while ignoring the tax snd rate payer who politely and with ampic notice.
reguests the some.

Please he informed that counisel will he out of the state between Seplember 22 and
October 6, 1997,

Should you have any questions or commenis. please do not hexitate to contuct the
undemvigned.

Anthony C. Ekonomidis

ACH/pjc
T Betie Flynn. Forest i1ills East Civic Association





