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BEFORE THE FIORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMIBSION

In Re: Petition of Lee County, Florida)
for a Declaratory Statement Concerning )
the Conservation Status of Electric )
Power and Energy Produced from the )

DOCKET NO. 970B98B-EQ
PILED: 10/15/97

RESPONSE TO LEE COUNTX'S MEMORANDUM

In its Memorandum in Response to LEAF's Petition to Intervene,
Lee County made a number of erronecus or misleading factual
allegations. So that these inaccurate claims are not presumed
true, LEAF files this Response to Lee County's Memorandum and
states:

1. Burning municipal waste consumes non-renewable fossil-
fuels. Many high-heat-rate materials in municipal waste are made
of non-renewable fossil fuels (e.g., plastic). Also, since most
materials in munic’pal wastes were produced using energy derived
from non-renewable fossil fuels, non-renewable fossil-fuels are
consumed when these materials are burned rather than reused or

recycled. When municipal waste is burned, non-renewable fossil
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2. Reoycling and reuse are environmentally preferable to

—4ncineration. Many of the municipal wastes burned by Lee County's

{}z-incinerntor could be cost-effectively recycled or reused. These

=

wastes need not, as the County alleged, becoms "uselessly discarded
fn landfills" if they are not incinerated. Lee County urges a
finding based on Section 377,709, F.S., that incineration is

preferable to landfilling. Though LEAF maintains Section 377.709
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is irrelevant to this proceeding, we note that other statutory
provisions make it clear that recycling and reuse are preferable to
municipal waste disposal, whether by incineration or landfill.
See, e.g., Sections 187(13)(b)(1); and 403.702(2)(g), Florida
Statutes.
WHEREFORE, LEAF respectfully requests that the Commission deny

Lee County's Petition for a Declaratory Statement.

Respectfully submitted,

Debra Swim g'u%

Gail Kamaras

Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation

1115 N. Gadsden Street
Tallahassea, FL 32303

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1 HEREBY CFRTIFY that the original and fifteen copies of the
foregoing was land delivered to the Division of Records and
Reporting, Florida Public Service Commission, and that true copies
were sent by U.S. Mail to David M. Owen, Office of the County
Attorney, 2115 Second Street, P.O. Box 398, Ft. Myers, FL 133902
and hand delivered to the following individuals this 15th day of
October, 1997.

Mary Ann Helton, Esq.

Florida Public s-rvgc- Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassea, FL 32301

Robert Sheffel Wright
Landers & Parsons

310 West College Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32302

PeLha Swinn

Attorney
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Sierra Club . REL..:V ED
National Solid Waste Cotiriittee
2507 NW 24 Terrace, Guineavil, FL 32605, 355908 " %0
m 15, 1997 m-mgnﬁ-nuq-mm "_f
‘ Florida Public Service Commission ' : e
rm—il;ﬁm : , T/ ' -392 ~7709
Re: Luc«nym Statement Request, FPSC Docket No. 970898-EG
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contging & number of invalid assertions. . -

‘The shemative to incineration is not, as Lee County clims, “throwing sway ia
conventional landfills” Engineering studies have shown that 90% pf MSW can be managed
through reduction, reuse, recycling, and coaposting All of thése techniques conserve energy snd
resources that are wasted through iacineration or jandfiling - = | : ]

The County’s contention that bumitg garbage saves rd*ﬁwtomhﬂpolmalum

of the material is incorrect. A number of studies have that the energy obtained in
 burning garbage is less than would be saved through various materipls in the wasts. 1
enclose a copy of a comparison that [ did for the Sierra Club Committee oo Solid Waste.

The producti a of all materials in the waste stream requires the consumption of energy,
most of which is desived from non-rencwable fossil fuels. Thus, the claim that buming MSW
displaces a non-rencwable fuel with & renewable one is fhlse.

Lastly, since incinerators are not financially feasible unjess the entire waste stream is
are actually discouraged. Thus, incineration is in direct competition for materials 1t should be .
managed through resource and energy-conserving techniques:  Approval of this request weuld
Create more preferential treatment for incinerators, 1o the detriment of these preferved techniques.

The Sierra Club urges strongly that this request be denied by FPSC.

Sincerely, | \
Dwight ‘Adams, Ph.D. .
Professor of Physics

c: K Dudley, B, Bayo
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