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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Investigation into pricing Docket No. 990649-TP

of unbundled network elements

N S’

) Filed: January 29, 2001

WORLDCOM'S RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO VERIZON'S
REQUEST TO EXTEND AND AMEND SCHEDULE FOR COST STUDY FILINGS

WORLDCOM, INC. ("WorldCom") objects to the request by Verizon Florida Inc.
("Verizon") to extend the schedule for cost study filings in this docket to the extent that it seeks
any extension beyond July 2, 2001. As grounds for this response, WorldCom states:

1. On January 5, 2001, Sprint-Florida filed its Petition to Amend Order Granting
Motions to Bifurcate and Suspend Proceedings in which it asked that the Commission extend the
date for Sprint-Florida to file UNE cost studies from April 2, 2001 to July 2, 2001. WorldCom
did not object to this request, and chose not to file a written response.

2. On January 15, 2001, under the guise of responding to Sprint's petition, Verizon
asked for additional relief as follows: (i) that any schedule change apply to Verizon as well as
Sprint; (ii) that the cost study filings be delayed "until after the federal pricing methodology has
been finally determined"; and (iii) in the alternative, that the filing be extended until af least July
2,2001. Because this response asked for affirmative relief beyond that requested in Sprint's
petition, and to which WorldCom does object, WorldCom has treated Verizon's pleading as a
separate petition.

3. WorldCom does not object to an extension from April 2, 2001 to July 2, 2001 for
the filing of UNE cost studies by either Sprint or Verizon. As Sprint indicated in its petition, this
extension will allow the filing parties to conform the methodology of their cost studies to any
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decisions regarding methodology that the Commission makés in the BellSouth portion of this
proceeding.

4. WorldCom does object to any extension beyond July 2, 2001, and particularly the
indefinite extension requested by Verizon "until after the federal pricing methodology has been
finally determined." An extension to July 2, 2001 makes it likely that the Commission will still
be able to render a final decision on the Sprint and Verizon cost studies by the end of 2001. Any
delay beyond that date would jeopardize the ability to have new UNE rates in effect this year.

5. There is no legitimate basis to delay action by this Commission until after the
federal pricing methodology has been finally determined. The U.S. Supreme Court has recently
granted certiorari to review the decision of the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals regarding the
validity of the FCC's current pricing rules. As Verizon acknowledges, the 8th Circuit's decision
has been stayed pending appeal, so the FCC's pricing rules remain in full force and effect.

6. If the Supreme Court reverses the 8th Circuit decision, then the FCC's existing
pricing rules will remain valid and rates established in this proceeding will not have to be
revisited. If the Supreme Court affirms or remands the 8th Circuit's decision, then the "federal
pricing methodology" will not be "finally determined" until the FCC adopts new rules consistent
with the courts' rulings. Including the time the case is on review before the Supreme Court, it
could easily be two years or more before any changed rules become effective. While a decision
reached in this docket might have to be revisited at that time, as Commissioner Deason observed
during the BellSouth phase of this docket, two years is a lifetime in the telecommunications
industry.

7. WorldCom disputes Verizon's contention that no party will be harmed by a delay
because Verizon has rates for many UNEs in place today. WorldCom believes that the results of
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a properly conducted cost study will show that Verizon's current rates are simply too high. Every
day that UNE rates continue at artificially high levels is a day that the introduction of full local
competition in Florida is hindered.

WHEREFORE, WorldCom requests that Verizon's petition to delay the filing of its cost
studies until after the federal pricing methodology has been finally determined be denied, and
that the filing not be extended to any date beyond July 2, 2001.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 26th day of January, 2001.

HOPPING GREEN SAMS & SMITH, P.A.
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Richard D. Melson
P.O. Box 6526
Tallahassee, FL. 32314

Attorneys for WorldCom, Inc.
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