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ATTACHMENT 1

UNBUNDLED COPPER LOOPS

1.
BellSouth shall make available Unbundled Copper Loops (UCLs).  The UCL will be a copper twisted pair loop that is unencumbered by any intervening equipment (e.g., filters, load coils, range extenders, digital loop carrier, or repeaters). The UCL will be offered in two versions - Short and Long.  A short UCL (18 kft or less) will be provisioned according to Resistance Design parameters, may have up to 6kft of bridged tap and will have up to 1300 ohms of resistance.  The long UCL (beyond 18kft) will be any dry copper pair longer than 18kft and may have up to 12kft of bridged tap and up to 2800 ohms of resistance.  Unbundled Loop Modifications (ULM) may be used when Rhythms wants to condition copper loops by removing load coils and other intervening equipment.  In almost every case, the UCL long will require ULM to remove load coils.  BellSouth will only ensure electrical continuity and balance relative to tip and ring on UCLs.

1.1
The UCL is a designed circuit, is provisioned with a test point and comes standard with a 
Design Layout Record (DLR).  Order Coordination (OC) will be offered as a chargeable option on all UCL loops.  OC is required on UCLs where a reuse of existing facilities has been requested by Rhythms.  Order Coordination – Time Specific (OC-TS) will not be offered on UCLs.

1.2
The UCL is a dry copper loop and is not intended to support any particular telecommunications service.  Rhythms may use the UCL loop for a variety of services, including xDSL (e.g., ADSL and HDSL) services, by attaching appropriate terminal equipment of Rhythms’ choosing.  Rhythms will determine the type of service that will be provided over the loop.

1.3
Because the UCL loop shall be an unbundled loop offering that is separate and distinct from BellSouth’s ADSL and HDSL capable loop offerings, Rhythms agrees that BellSouth’s UCL loop will not be held to the service level and performance expectations that apply to its ADSL and HDSL unbundled loop offerings.  BellSouth shall only be obligated to maintain copper continuity and provide balance relative to tip and ring on UCL loops.

1.4       The UCL loop shall be provided to Rhythms in accordance with BellSouth’s Technical Reference 73600.

1.5
Rhythms will be responsible for testing and isolating troubles on the loops.  Once Rhythms has isolated a trouble to the BellSouth provided loop, Rhythms will issue a trouble to BellSouth on the loop.  BellSouth will take the actions necessary to repair the loop if a trouble actually exists.  BellSouth will repair these loops in the same time frames that BellSouth repairs similarly situated loops to its customers. 

2.0
Technical Requirements
2.1
To the extent available within BellSouth’s Network at a particular location, BellSouth will offer loops capable of supporting telecommunications services such as: POTS, Centrex, basic rate ISDN, analog PBX, voice grade private line, ADSL, HDSL, DS1 and digital data (up to 64 kb/s).  If a requested loop type is not available, then Rhythms can use the Special Construction process to request that BellSouth place facilities or otherwise modify facilities in order to meet Rhythms’ request.

2.2
The loop will support the transmission, signaling, performance and interface requirements of the services described in 2.1 above.  It is recognized that the requirements of different services are different, and that a number of types or grades of loops are required to support these services.  Services provided over the loop by Rhythms will be consistent with industry standards and BellSouth’s TR73600.

2.3
Rhythms may utilize the unbundled loops to provide any telecommunication service it wishes.  However, BellSouth will only provision, maintain and repair the loops to the standards that are consistent with the type of loop ordered. For non-service specific loops (e.g. UCL, loops modified by Rhythms using the Special Construction process), BellSouth will only support that the loop has copper continuity and balanced tip-and-ring.

2.4
In some cases, Rhythms may be required to pay additional charges for the removal of certain types of equipment.  BellSouth’s Unbundled Loop Modifications (ULM) process will be used to determine the costs and feasibility of these activities.  

2.5
The loop shall be provided to Rhythms in accordance with BellSouth’s TR73600 Unbundled Local Loop Technical Specification and applicable industry standard technical references.  

3.0
Unbundled Loop Modifications (Line Conditioning)

3.1 
Subject to applicable and effective FCC rules and orders, BellSouth shall condition loops, as requested by Rhythms, whether or not BellSouth offers advanced services to the End User on that loop.


 3.2
Loop conditioning is defined as the removal from the loop of any devices that may diminish the capability of the loop to deliver high-speed switched wireline telecommunications capability, including xDSL service.  Such devices include, but are not limited to, load coils, bridged taps, low pass filters, and range extenders.

3.3
The Unbundled Loop Modifications (ULM) offering provides the following elements: 1) removal of equipment on loops equal to or less than 18kft; 2) removal of equipment of loops longer than 18kft; and 3) removal of bridged-taps on loops of any length.

3.4 
BellSouth shall recover the cost of line conditioning requested by Rhythms through a recurring charge and/or nonrecurring charge(s) in accordance with the FCC’s forward-looking pricing principles promulgated pursuant to Section 252 (d) (1) of the Act and in compliance with FCC Rule 52.507 (e). 

4.0
Preordering Loop Makeup (LMU)

4.1
Description of Service

4.1.1 
BellSouth shall make available to Rhythms loop makeup (LMU) data for BellSouth's network facilities.  This section addresses LMU as a preordering transaction, distinct from Rhythms ordering any other service(s).  Loop Makeup Service Inquiries (LMUSI) for preordering loop makeup are likewise unique from other preordering functions with associated service inquiries (SI) as described in this Agreement.

4.1.2 
BellSouth will provide Rhythms with loop makeup information consisting of the composition of the loop material (copper/fiber); the existence, location and type of equipment on the loop, including but not limited to digital loop carrier or other remote concentration devises, feeder/distribution interfaces, bridged taps, load coils, pair-gain devices; the loop length; and the wire gauge.  The LMUSI may be utilized by Rhythms for the purpose of determining whether the loop requested is capable of supporting DSL service or other advanced data services.  The determination shall be made solely by Rhythms and BellSouth shall not be liable in any way for the performance of the advanced data services provisioned over said loop.

 4.1.3
BellSouth’s LMU information is provided to Rhythms as it exists either in BellSouth's databases or in its hard copy facility records.  BellSouth does not guarantee accuracy or reliability of the LMU information provided.
4.1.4
BellSouth offers LMU information for the sole purpose of allowing Rhythms to determine whether, in Rhythms’ judgment, BellSouth's loops will support the specific services that Rhythms wishes to provide over those loops. Rhythms may choose to use equipment that it deems will enable it to provide a certain type and level of service over a particular BellSouth loop; however, such configurations may not match BellSouth's or the industry’s standards and specifications for the intended type and level of service.  Accordingly, Rhythms shall be responsible for insuring that the specific loop type (ADSL, HDSL, or otherwise) ordered on the LSR matches the LMU of the facility requested.  Rhythms bears full responsibility for being knowledgeable of BellSouth's technical standards and the specifications of BellSouth's loops.  Rhythms bears full responsibility for making the appropriate ordering decisions of matching BellSouth loops with Rhythms’ equipment for accomplishing Rhythms’ end goal for the intended service it wishes to provide its end-user(s).   Rhythms is fully responsible for any of its service configurations that may differ from BellSouth's technical standard for the loop type ordered.

 4.2
Submitting Loop Makeup Service Inquiries

 4.2.1
Rhythms will be able to obtain LMU information by submitting a LMUSI mechanically or manually.  Mechanized LMUSIs should be submitted through BellSouth's OSS interfaces.   After obtaining the resulting loop data from the mechanized LMUSI process, if Rhythms determines that it needs further loop data information in order to make a determination of loop service capability, Rhythms may initiate a separate manual SI for a separate nonrecurring charge.  Mechanized LMU has been made available for limited deployment to those CLECs that have effective X-Digital Subscriber Line (xDSL) Beta Test Agreements in place with BellSouth.  CLECs will be notified once a successful Beta Test has been completed, and mechanized LMU shall then be available to Rhythms.

 4.2.2
Manual LMUSIs shall be submitted on the preordering manual LMUSI form by means of fax or electronic-mail to BellSouth’s Complex Resale Support Group (CRSG)/Account Team utilizing the Preordering Loop Makeup Service Inquiry form.  The standard service interval for the return of a Loop Makeup Manual Service Inquiry is seven business days.  This service interval is distinct from the interval applied to the subsequent service order.  Manual LMUSIs are not subject to expedite requests.

4.3
LMUSI Types and Associated Charges
4.3.1
Rhythms may request LMU information by submitting LMUSIs in accordance with the rate elements in Exhibit A. 

4.3.2
Rhythms will be assessed a nonrecurring charge for each facility queried as specified in Exhibit A.  Rates for all states are interim and subject to true-up pending approval of final rates by the respective Commissions.  True-ups will be retroactive to the effective date of this Agreement.

4.3.3 
Rhythms may reserve facilities for up to four (4) days in connection with a LMUSI.  Reserved facilities for which Rhythms does not plan to place a UNE local service request (LSR) should be cancelled by Rhythms.  Should Rhythms wish to cancel a reservation on a spare facility, the cancellation will require a facility reservation number (RESID/FRN).

 4.3.4
The reservation holding timeframe is a maximum of four days from the time that BellSouth's LMU data is returned to Rhythms for the facility queried.  During this holding time and prior to Rhythms’ placing an LSR, the reserved facilities are rendered unavailable to other customers, whether for CLEC(s) or for BellSouth.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, BellSouth does not guarantee that a reservation will assure Rhythms’ ability to order the exact facility reserved.

 4.3.5
If Rhythms does not submit an LSR for a UNE service on a reserved facility within the four-day reservation timeframe, the reservation of that spare facility will become invalid and the facility will be released.

 4.3.6
Charges for preordering LMUSI are separate from any charges associated with ordering other services from BellSouth.

 4.4
Ordering of Other UNE Services
 4.4.1
Whenever Rhythms has reserved a facility through BellSouth's preordering LMU service, should Rhythms seek to place a subsequent UNE LSR on a reserved facility, Rhythms shall provide BellSouth the RESID/FRN of the single spare facility on the appropriate UNE LSR, Rhythms will be billed the appropriate rate element for the specific type UNE loop ordered by Rhythms as set forth in this Attachment. Rhythms will not be billed any additional Loop Makeup charges for the loop so ordered.  Should Rhythms choose to place a UNE LSR having previously submitted a request for preordering LMU without a reservation, Rhythms will be billed the appropriate rate element for the specific UNE loop ordered as well as additional Loop Makeup charges as set forth in this Attachment.  Rates are provided in Exhibit A in this Attachment.

 4.4.2
Where Rhythms submits an LSR to order facilities reserved during the LMUSI process, BellSouth will use its best efforts to assign to Rhythms the facility reserved as indicated on the return of the LMU.  Multi-facility reservations per single RESID/FRN as provided with the mechanized LMUSI process are less likely to result in the specific assignment requested by Rhythms.  For those occasions when BellSouth cannot assign the specific facility reserved by Rhythms during the LMU pre-ordering transaction, due to incomplete or incorrect information provided by Rhythms during the ordering process, BellSouth will assign to Rhythms, subject to availability, a facility that meets the BellSouth technical standards of the BellSouth type loop as ordered by Rhythms.  If the ordered loop type is not available, Rhythms may utilize the Unbundled Loop Modification process or the Special Construction process, as applicable, to obtain the loop type ordered.

5.0
Rates


The prices that Rhythms shall pay to BellSouth for Network Elements and Other Services are set forth in Exhibit A to this Attachment.  If Rhythms purchases a service(s) from a tariff, all terms and conditions and rates as set forth in such tariff shall apply. 
6.0
Operational Support Systems (OSS)

6.1
BellSouth has developed and made available the following electronic interfaces by which Rhythms may submit LSRs electronically:  

LENS 
Local Exchange Navigation System

EDI
Electronic Data Interchange

TAG
Telecommunications Access Gateway

6.2 LSRs submitted by means of one of these electronic interfaces will incur an OSS electronic ordering charge as specified in the table below.  An individual LSR will be identified for billing purposes by its Purchase Order Number (PON).  LSRs submitted by means other than one of these interactive interfaces (mail, fax, courier, etc.) will incur a manual order charge as specified in the table below:

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT SYSTEMS
AL, GA, LA, MS, NC, SC
FL, KY, TN

OSS LSR charge, per LSR received from Rhythms by one of the OSS interactive interfaces
$3.50

SOMEC 
$3.50

SOMEC

Incremental charge per LSR received from Rhythms by means other than one of the OSS interactive interfaces
See applicable rate element
$19.99

SOMAN

6.3 
Denial/Restoral OSS Charge

6.3.1 
In the event Rhythms provides a list of customers to be denied and restored, rather than an LSR, each location on the list will require a separate PON and, therefore will be billed as one LSR per location.

6.4 
Cancellation OSS Charge

6.4.1 
Rhythms will incur an OSS charge for an accepted LSR that is later canceled by Rhythms.


Note:  Supplements or clarifications to a previously billed LSR will not incur another OSS charge.

 6.5
Network Elements and Other Services Manual Additive

 6.5.1
The Commissions in some states have ordered per-element manual additive non-recurring charges (NRC) for Network Elements and Other Services ordered by means other than one of the interactive interfaces.  These ordered Network Elements and Other Services manual additive NRCs will apply in these states, rather than the charge per LSR.  The per-element charges are listed on the Rate Tables in Exhibit A.  
