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25-6.065 Interconnection of Small Photovoltaic Systems 

(1) A small photovoltaic system (SPS) is a solar powered 

qeneratinq system that uses an inverter rated at no more than 10 kW 

alternatinq current (AC) power output and is primarily intended to 

off set part or all of a customer's current electricity requirements. 

(2) At least 10 business days before the date the customer 

expects to beqin operatinq t h e  SPS in parallel with the utility's 

electric system, the customer must provide t h e  host utility with the 

followinq: 

(a} Certification that the system contractor has complied with 

IEEE-929, entitled "Recommended Practice for Utility Interface of 

Photovoltaic ( P V )  Systems", dated April 3, 2000, which is 

incorporated by reference into this rule; * 

(b) Certification that the system contractor has complied 

with either IEEE Standard 1262-1995, entitled "Recommended Practice 

for Oualification of Photovoltaic Modules", dated A p r i l  12, 1996, 

IEC Standard 61215, dated April, 1993, or IEC Standard 61646, dated 

November, 1996; 

( c )  Certification that the svstem contractor has complied with 

UL Standard 1741, entitled "Standard for Safety f o r  Static Inverters 

and Charqe Controllers f o r  Use in Photovoltaic Power Systems" , dated 

January 17, 2001; UL Standard 1703, entitled "Standard for Safety: 

Flat-Plate Photovoltaic Modules and Panels", dated Auqust 1, 1986; 

and a l l  applicable local codes; and 

(d) Proof of qeneral liability insurance f o r  personal and 
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property damaqe in the amount of no less than $100,000. A 

homeowner's policy in at least this amount shall be deemed suitable 

to meet this requirement. 

( 3 )  The utility shall provide the customer with written notice 

t h a t  it has received the documents required by subsection (2) within 

LO business days of receipt. The  customer shall not beqin parallel 

operations until the customer has received this written notice. 

( 4 )  If required by the utility, the customer shall: 

(a) Install a manual disconnect switch of t h e  visible load 

break type to provide a separation point between the AC power output 

of the SPS and any customer wirinq connected to the utility's 

system. The manual disconnect switch shall be mounted separate from 

the meter socket and shall be readily accessible to the utility and 

capable of beinq locked in the open position with a utility padlock. 

The utility may open the switch, isolatinq the SPS (or premises), 

without p r i o r  notice to the customer. To the extent practicable, 

however, pr io r  notice shall be qiven. 

(b) Provide a written aqreement to hold harmless and indemnify 

the utility f rom all loss resultinq from t h e  operation of the SPS, 

except in those cases where loss occurs-due to the neqliqent actions 

of the utility. 

(5) Any one of the followinq conditions shall be cause f o r  

disconnection: 

(a) Utility system emerqencies or maintenance requirements; 

(b) Hazardous conditions existinq on the utility system due 
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to the operation of the customer's SRS qeneratinq or protective 

equipment as determined by the utility; 

(c) Adverse electrical effects (such as p ower quality 

problems) on the electrical equipment of the utility's other 

electric consumers caused by the SPS as determined by the utility; 

or - 

(d) Failure of the customer to maintain the required 

insurance. 

T h e  SPS shall be reconnected to t h e  utility q rid as soon as 

practical once the condition that was the basis for disconnection 

ceases to exist. 

( 6 )  The utility shall have the riqht to inspect the  SPS and 

its component equipment to ensure compliance with subsections (2) * 

and (4). The utility has t h e  riqht to have personnel present at the 

initial testinq of customer equipment and protective apparatus. 

(7) It is the responsibility of the customer who operates an 

SPS to protect its qeneratinq equipment, inverters, p rotection 

devices, and other system components from damaqe from the normal and 

abnormal conditions and operations which occur on the utility system 

in deliverinq and restorinq system power; and to inspect, maintain, 

and t e s t  t h e  SPS equipment in accordance with the manufacturer's 

instructions to insure that it is operatinq correctly and safely. 

(8) The utility may install, at i t s  own expense, an additional 

meter or meterinq equipment on the customer's premises capable of 

measurinq any excess kilowatt-hours produced by the SPS and 

CODING: Words underlined are additions; words in 
s ~ ~ m t g h  type are deletions from existing law. 

- 3 -  



1 

2 

3 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0  

21 

22  

23 

24 

25 

delivered back to the utility. T h e  value of such excess cleneration 

shall be credited to the customer's bill based on the averaqe 

monthly fuel charqe and variable operatinq and maintenance expenses 

as provided f o r  under the host utility's COG-1 tariffs, or by other 

applicable tariffs approved by the Florida Public Service 

Commission. If the utility does not install such a meter or 

meterinq equipment, the utility shall permit the customer to net 

m e t e r  any excess power delivered to the utility by use of a sinqle 

standard watt-hour meter capable of reversinq directions to offset 

recorded consumption by the customer. If the kilowatt-hour of 

enerqy p roduced by the SPS exceeds the customer's kilowatt-hour 

consumption for any billinq period, such that when the meter is read 

the value displayed on t he  reqister is less than t h e  value displayed 

on the reqister when it was read at the end of the previous billinq 

period, the utility shall carry forward credit for the excess enerqy 

to t h e  next billinq period. Credits may accumulate and be carried 

forward durinq 12-month periods specified by the utility (e.q., 

January 1 throuqh December 31). In no event shall the customer be 

paid f o r  excess enerqy delivered to the utility at the end of the 

12-month period. 

Specific Authority: 350.127(2), 366.05(1), F . S .  

Law Implemented: 366.04(2) (c) (5) (6) 366.05(1) 366.81, F.S. 

History: New 
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