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ROSE, SUNDSTROM & BENTLEY, LLP 
2548 BWRSTONE PINES DRIVE 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301 
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MAILING ADDRESS 
POST OFFICE Box 1567 

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32302-1567 

September 24,2001 
VIA HAND DELIVERY 

TELECOPIEA (850) 656-4029 

ROBERT M .  C ROSE 
OF COUNSEL 

Blanca Bayo, Director 
Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Re: Aloha Utilities, Inc.; PSC Docket No. 010156-WS 
Our File No. 26038.17 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

Attached in accordance with the requirements ofthe Commission's Final Order in the above- 
referenced docket is the most recent report on the status of the pilot project. Please see the attached 
letter for more detail concerning this status report. 

If you have problems with the way in which we are proceeding or have any questions, please 
let me know. 

Sincerely, 

FMD/tmg 
Enclosure 
cc: Tom Walden, PSC 

Ralph Jaeger, Esq. 
David W. Porter, P.E. 
Stephen G. Watford 

/ 
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David W. Porter, P.E., C.O. w Enginccring Consultants 

Ms. Connie Kurish 
Aloha Utilities, Inc. 
6195 Pemnc. Ranch Kvad 
New Port Richey, FL 34655 

Regulatory Assistance; 

System Design, Permitting, 
Consttu ction Q bervatim; 

Forensic Engineering, 
Expert Witness Testimony: 

Rate Case Support 

PtOCeSS T"t0UbkS hooting; 

Rc. PSC IhCket: No. 010156-WU 
PruJccL Number ALn-02 1 - 1 -S 
Seven Springs WS Pilot Plant 
Status Repart far Septenibcr 200 1 

Dear Connie, 

J have prepared this project update fcttcr su that you may use it in the prepruation of your monthly report 
to the FPSC concerning this project. 

Since my last report, we hrivc conhued reviewing and aJialyzing the large qwitity of laboratory testing 
data from thc trials conducted with the two dif€ermt MIEX pilot testkg units. We have also continued 
working with ORICA-WATERCARE and WESTECH m the devehpnient of coiistniction and O&M cost 
estimates for a MJEX plant. 

Recause o f  water supply issucs that havc ariscn ovcr hc last six months, at yoiu and Stcve Wattford's 
direction I haw continued looking into the issue of alternative water sources fox the long term supply of 
scvicc to tlic custoniers of Aloha Utilities. As yo11 know, while nothing has been established as of yct, 
research by myself snd by Mr, Watfiircl, along with meetings with the Water Management Disttrct staff, 
have led us to the conclusion that miiny of thc supply issucs hat hnve arisen in rcccnt months, as well as 
some o f  the long-term water quality issues, must be resolved by a combination of strategies. These 
include the possibility of dcvcloping a rcvcrsc osmosis trca"it systcm using brackish watcr. Wc are 
currently investigating that dtemative, as it may very well present the solution to several probIcms the 
Utility IS currently encountering or will encounter in the coining years, and mablc the LJtility to better 
incet long-tcnn supply needs and quality needs in the most efficient and economical way possible. 
Therefore, not only must Aloha now evaluate the differciit altcmativcs for reduction of hydrogen sulfide, 
bull1 rriust also evaluate these alternatives in light of their expected compatrbility with the tiiota pressing 
water supply needs and thosc altcrnatives that the Utility must address immediately. 

1x1 the ineaitinie, once the MEX pitst study data review and analysis is complete and the construction 
and O&M cost estimating work i s  complctcd wc will coinplctc prepmation Of the draft MIEX pilot trials 
rneport. At that time we will review thc report with the PDEP so that we can obtain and address any 
technical comcnts  that they may have pxror tu prepmng the filial report. 

David W. Porter, P.E., C.O. 
Engineering Consultant 
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