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Definitions

“911 Service” means a universal telephone number which gives the public direct access to the Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP).  Basic 911 service collects 911 calls from one or more local exchange switches that serve a geographic area.  The calls are then sent to the correct authority designated to receive such calls. 
“Access Customer Name and Address (ACNA)” The abbreviated name of the customer to be billed for access services.  This code is the same as the Interexchange Access Customer (IAC) code.

“Affiliate” is defined as a person that (directly or indirectly) owns or controls, is owned or controlled by, or is under common ownership or control with, another person.  For purposes of this paragraph, the term “own” means to own an equity interest (or equivalent thereof) of more than 10 percent.

"Advanced Intelligent Network (AIN)" is a network functionality that permits specific conditions to be programmed into a switch which, when met, directs the switch to suspend call processing and to receive special instructions for further call handling instructions in order to enable carriers to offer advanced features and services.

“ALI/DMS” (Automatic Location Identification/Data Management System) means the emergency service (E911/911) database containing subscriber location information (including name, address, telephone number, and sometimes special information from the local service provider) used to determine to which Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) to route the call.

“ANI”  (Automatic Number Identification) is a feature that identifies the number of a telephone line that originates a call.

“CABS” means the Carrier Access Billing System which is defined in a document prepared under the direction of the Billing Committee of the OBF.  The Carrier Access Billing System document is published by Telcordia in Volumes 1, 1A, 2, 3, 3A, 4 and 5 as Special Reports SR-OPT-001868, SR-OPT-0011869, SR-OPT-001871, SR-OPT-001872, SR-OPT-001873, SR-OPT-001874, and SR-OPT-001875, respectively, and contains the recommended guidelines for the billing of access and other connectivity services.   

“Carrier Identification Codes (CIC)”  A CIC code is assigned by the North American Numbering Plan administrator to identify the entity who purchases access services.  This code is primarily used for billing and routing from the local exchange network to the access purchaser. 
“CCS” (Common Channel Signaling) means a method of digitally transmitting call set-up and network control data over a digital signaling network fully separate from the public switched telephone network that carries the actual call.

“Central Office” means a telephone company facility where subscribers’ lines are joined to switching equipment for connecting to other subscribers, locally or long distance.    

“Centralized Message Distribution System” is the Telcordia (formerly BellCore) administered national system, based in Kansas City, Missouri, used to exchange Exchange Message Interface (EMI) formatted data among host companies.

“CENTREX” means a Telecommunications Service associated with a specific grouping of lines that uses central office switching equipment for call routing to handle direct dialing of calls, and to provide numerous private branch exchange-like features.

“CLASS” (Custom Local Area Signing service) (Service mark of Telcordia) means service features that utilize the capability to forward a calling party’s number between end offices as part of call setup.  Features include Automatic Callback, Automatic Recall, Caller ID, Call Trace, and Distinctive Ringing.  
“Collocation Space” means the right of Sprint to occupy that certain area designated by BellSouth within a BellSouth Premises, of a size which is specified by Sprint and agreed to by BellSouth which agreement should not be unreasonably withheld.

“Commission” is defined as the appropriate telecommunications regulatory agency in each of BellSouth’s nine state region, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.
“Conduit” is a structure containing one or more Ducts, usually placed in the ground, in which cables or wires may be installed

“Confidential and/or Proprietary Information” has the meaning set forth in Section 11.1 of General Terms and Conditions.

“Daily Usage File” is the compilation of messages or copies of messages in standard Exchange Message Interface (EMI) format exchanged from BellSouth to Sprint.

“Dedicated Transport” provides a local interoffice transmission path between BellSouth and/or Sprint central offices.  Dedicated Transport is limited to the use of a single customer and does not require switching at a Tandem.

“Defaulting Party” is a Party in breach of a material term or condition of the Agreement.

“Directory Assistance Database” refers to a collection of subscriber records used by BellSouth in its provision of live or automated operator-assisted directory assistance including but not limited to 411, 555-1212, NPA-555-1212.

“Directory Assistance Service” provides local end user telephone number listings with the option to complete the call at the callers direction separate and distinct from local switching. 
“DSLAM” (Digital Subscriber Line Access Multiplexer) is a network multiplexing device that receives signals from multiple customer Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) connections and puts the signals on a high speed backbone line.  DSLAMs connect DSL lines with some combination of asynchronous transfer mode (ATM), frame relay or IP networks.  
“E911”  (Enhanced 911 Service) means a telephone communication service which will automatically route a call dialed "911" to a designated public safety answering point (PSAP) attendant and will provide to the attendant the calling party’s telephone number and, when possible, the address from which the call is being placed and the emergency response agencies responsible for the location from which the call was dialed.

“EDI” (Electronic Data Interchange) is the computer application to computer application exchange of standard business data between trading partners in a standard format.  These standard formats, developed by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Accredited Standards Committee X12 (ASC X12) are utilized within the EDI environment.  The Telecommunications Industry Forum (TCIF) (a committee sponsored by the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions [ATIS]) creates guidelines using specific ANSI ASC X12 transaction sets to conduct specific business transactions in the telecommunications industry.  This allows for an industry standard exchange of product and service ordering data between CLECs and ILECs. 
“Environmental Hazard” means any substance the presence, use, transport, abandonment or disposal of which (i) requires investigation, remediation, compensation, fine or penalty under any Applicable Law (including, without limitation, the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act, Superfund Amendment and Reauthorization Act, Resource Conservation Recovery Act, the Occupational Safety and Health Act and provisions with similar purposes in applicable foreign, state and local jurisdictions) or (ii) poses risks to  human health, safety or the environment (including, without limitation, indoor, outdoor or orbital space environments) and is regulated under any Applicable Law.

“Exchange Message Interface” is the nationally administered standard format for the exchange of data among the Exchange Carriers within the telecommunications industry.

“Grandfathered Service” means a service which can be resold only to existing subscribers of the grandfathered service.

“Hazardous Materials” means any hazardous or toxic substance, material or waste listed in the United States Department of Transportation HAZARDOUS MATERIALS Table at 49 CFR 172.101; any hazardous substance listed by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under the Comprehensive Environmental, Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601 et. seq., as amended, and found at 40 CFR Part 302; any hazardous waste listed under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 6901 et. seq., as amended, and found at 40 CFR Part 261; any toxic substance regulated by the Toxic Substances Control Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 2601 et. seq., as amended; any insecticide, fungicide, or rodenticide regulated by the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, 7 U.S.C. §§ 136 et. seq.; and the following specified substances or materials, that may or may not be regulated by the above:  (1) asbestos or asbestos-containing materials; (2) petroleum or petroleum-based or derived products or by-products; (3) polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs); and (4) radon.

“INP“ (Interim Number Portability) is as defined in Attachment 5, Section 3.1. 

“Intercompany Settlements (ICS)” is the revenue associated with charges billed by a company other than the company in whose service area such charges were incurred.  ICS on a national level includes third number and credit card calls and is administered by Telcordia (formerly BellCore)’s Calling Card and Third Number Settlement System (CATS).  Included is traffic that originates in one Regional Bell Operating Company’s (RBOC) territory and bills in another RBOC’s territory.

“Intermediary function” is defined as the delivery of traffic from Sprint; a CLEC other than Sprint or another telecommunications carrier through the network of BellSouth or Sprint to an end user of  Sprint; a CLEC other than Sprint or another telecommunications carrier.

“ISP-Bound Traffic” is defined as telecommunications traffic delivered to an information service provider (“ISP”).  ISP-Bound Traffic is not considered Local Traffic subject to reciprocal compensation but instead is classified as information access.
“LIDB” (Line Information Data Base) is a transaction-oriented database accessible through Common Channel Signaling (CCS) networks.  It contains records associated with end user line numbers and special billing numbers.  LIDB accepts queries from other Network Elements and provides appropriate responses.  LIDB queries include functions such as screening billed numbers that provides the ability to accept collect or third number billing calls and validation of telephone line number based non-proprietary calling cards.
“Local Interconnection” is as described in the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and refers to the linking of two networks for the mutual exchange of traffic.  This term does not include the transport and termination of traffic.

"Local Number Portability (LNP)" means Interim Number Portability (INP) or Permanent Number Portability (PNP) (long term database method for number portability) as defined in 47 CFR 52.21 – 52.33.
“Local Service Request”  (LSR) means an industry standard form used by the Parties to add, establish, change or disconnect local services.  The LSR format and industry standards govern all local service requests, i.e. Resale, Unbundled Elements, and Combinations of Unbundled Elements (UNE-P). 

Local Traffic

CLEC Local Traffic.  CLEC Local Traffic is defined as any telephone call that originates in one exchange and terminates in either the same exchange, or other local calling area associated with the originating exchange as defined and specified in Section A3 of BellSouth’s General Subscriber Service Tariff.  As clarification of this definition and for reciprocal transport and termination compensation, CLEC Local Traffic does not include ISP-Bound Traffic.  As further clarification, CLEC Local Traffic does not include calls that do not transmit information of the user’s choosing.  In any event, neither Party will pay reciprocal compensation to the other if the “traffic” to which such reciprocal compensation would otherwise apply was generated, in whole or in part, for the purpose of creating an obligation on the part of the originating carrier to pay reciprocal compensation for such traffic.

Wireless Local Traffic. Wireless Local Traffic is defined for purposes of reciprocal compensation under this Agreement as: (1) any telephone call that originates on the network of Sprint PCS within a Major Trading Area (“MTA”) and terminates on the network of BellSouth in the same MTA and within the Local Access and Transport Area (“LATA”) in which the call is handed off from Sprint PCS to BellSouth, and (2) any telephone call that originates on the network of BellSouth that is handed off directly to Sprint PCS in the same LATA in which the call originates and terminates on the network of Sprint PCS in the MTA in which the call is handed off from BellSouth to Sprint PCS. For purposes of this Agreement, LATA shall have the same definition as that contained in the Telecommunications Act of 1996, and MTA shall have the same definition as that contained in the FCC’s rules. 

“Message Distribution” is routing determination and subsequent delivery of message data from one company to another.  Also included is the interface function with CMDS, where appropriate.

“Mobile Switching Center”  or “MSC” is a switching facility that is an essential element of the CMRS network which performs the switching for the routing of calls between and among its mobile subscribers and subscribers in other mobile or landline networks.  The MSC is used to interconnect trunk circuits between and among End Office Switches and Tandem Switches, aggregation points, points of termination, or points of presence and also coordinates inter-cell and inter-system call hand-offs and records all system traffic for analysis and billing.

“Multiple Exchange Carrier Access Billing (“MECAB”)” means the document prepared by the Billing Committee of the Ordering and Billing Forum (“OBF:), which functions under the auspices of the Carrier Liaison Committee of the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (“ATIS”) and by Telcordia (formerly BellCore) as Special Report SR-BDS-000983, containing the recommended guidelines for the billing of Exchange Service access provided by two or more LECs and/or CLECs or by one LEC in two or more states within a single LATA.

“NANP” (North American Numbering Plan), the system or method of telephone numbering employed in the United States, Canada, and certain Caribbean countries.  It denotes the three digit Numbering Plan Area code and a seven digit telephone number made up of a three digit Central Office code plus a four digit station number.

“Network Element” is defined to mean a facility or equipment used in the provision of a telecommunications service.  Such term may include, but is not limited to, features, functions, and capabilities that are provided by means of such facility or equipment, including but not limited to, subscriber numbers, databases, signaling systems, and information sufficient for billing and collection or used in the transmission, routing, or other provision of a telecommunications service.  The agreement of the parties as to the provision of Network Elements is as set forth in Attachment 2 of this Agreement. 

“Network Interface Device” (NID) is as defined in Attachment 2, Section 4.1.1.

“Non-Intercompany Settlement System (NICS)” is the Telcordia (formerly BellCore) system that calculates non-intercompany settlements amounts due from one company to another within the same RBOC region.  It includes credit card, third number and collect messages.

“NPA” (Numbering Plan Area) (sometimes referred to as an area code) is the three digit indicator which is designated by the first three digits of each 10-digit telephone number within the NANP. 

“NXX”, “NXX Code”, or “Central Office Code”, or “CO Code” is the three-digit switch entity indicator which is defined by the fourth, fifth and sixth digits of a 10 digit telephone number within the North America Numbering Plan (“NANP”).

“OBF” means the Ordering and Billing Forum, which functions under the auspices of the Carrier Liaison Committee (CLC) of the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS).

“Operator Services” provides (1) operator handling for call completion (e.g. collect calls); (2) operator or automated assistance for billing after the subscriber has dialed the called number (e.g. credit card calls); and (3) special services (e.g. BLV/BLVI, Emergency Agency Call).

“Packet Switching” is as defined in Attachment 2, Section 12.1
“Percent of Interstate Usage (PIU)” is defined as a factor to be applied to terminating access services minutes of use to obtain those minutes that should be rated as interstate access services minutes of use.  The numerator includes all interstate “non-intermediary” minutes of use, including interstate minutes of use that are forwarded due to service provider number portability less any interstate minutes of use for Terminating Party Pays services, such as 800 Services.  The denominator includes all “non-intermediary”, local , interstate, intrastate, toll and access minutes of use adjusted for service provider number portability less all minutes attributable to terminating Party pays services.

“Percent Local Usage (PLU)” is defined as a factor to be applied to intrastate terminating minutes of use.  The numerator shall include all “non-intermediary” local minutes of use adjusted for those minutes of use that only apply local due to Service Provider Number Portability.  The denominator is the total intrastate minutes of use including local, intrastate toll, and access, adjusted for Service Provider Number Portability less intrastate terminating Party pays minutes of use.
"Permanent Number Portability (PNP)" means the use of the long-term database method for number portability that complies with the performance criteria set forth in 47 CFR 52.23 (a).
"Physical Collocation"  means the right of Sprint to occupy that certain area designated by BellSouth within a BellSouth Premises, of a size which is specified by Sprint and agreed to by BellSouth which agreement should not be unreasonably withheld.  Types of Physical Collocation include Shared, Caged, Cageless, and Adjacent.
“PSAP” (Public Safety Answering Point) is the public safety communications center where 911 calls placed by the public for a specific geographic area will be answered.

“Reseller” is a category of Local Exchange service providers who obtain dial tone and associated Telecommunications Services from another provider for resale to their end user subscribers.

“Revenue Accounting Office (RAO) Status Company” is a local exchange company/alternate local exchange company that has been assigned a unique RAO code.  Message data exchanged among RAO status companies is grouped (i.e. packed) according to From/To/Bill RAO combinations.

“Service Control Point (“SCP”)” is a specific type of Database functionality deployed in a Signaling System 7 (SS7) network that executes service application logic in response to SS7 queries sent to it by a switching system also connected to the SS7 network.  
“Shared Transport” is as defined in Attachment 3. 

“Signaling Transfer Point (“STP”)” are packet switches that provide CCs message routing and transport.  They are stored programmed switches that use information contained in the message, in conjunction with information stored in memory, to route the message to the appropriate destination signaling point. 

“Signaling Links” are dedicated transmission paths carrying signaling messages between carrier switches and signaling networks. 

“Signal Link Transport” is a set of two or four dedicated 56 kbps transmission paths between Sprint designated Signaling Points of Interconnection that provide a diverse transmission path and cross connect to a BellSouth Signal Transfer Point. 

“SONET” is an optical interface standard that allows interworking of transmission products from multiple vendors (i.e. mid-span meets) with a base rate of 51.84 Mbps(OC-1/STS-1).
“Subsidiary” is an entity in which another corporation owns at least a majority of the shares and has controlling interest.  

“Switched Exchange Access Services” is as defined in Attachment 3.
“Tandem”, “Tandem Switching” serves to connect central offices by connecting one trunk to another.  A tandem switch is an intermediate switch or connection between an originating telephone call location and the final destination of the call. 

“Technically Feasible”.   Interconnection, access to unbundled network elements, collocation, and other methods of achieving interconnnection or access to unbundled network elements at a point in the network shall be deemed technically feasible absent technical or operational concerns that prevent the fulfillment of a request by a telecommunications carrier for such interconnection, access, or methods.  A determination of technical feasibility does not include consideration of economic, accounting, billing, space, or site concerns, except that space and site concerns may be considered in circumstances where there is no possibility of expanding the space available.

“Telecommunications” means the transmission, between or among points specified by the user, of information of the user’s choosing, without change in the form or content of the information as sent and received.

“Telecommunications Carrier” means any provider of telecommunications services, except that such term does not include aggregators of telecommunications services. 

“Telecommunications Service” means the offering of telecommunications for a fee directly to the public, or to such classes of users as to be effectively available directly to the public, regardless of the facilities used.

“Telecommunications Act of 1996 (“Act”)” means Public Law 104-104 of the United States Congress effective February 8, 1996.  The Act amended the Communications Act of 1934 (47, U.S.C. Section 1 et. seq.).

"Waste" means all hazardous and non-hazardous substances and materials which are intended to be discarded, scrapped, or recycled, associated with activities Sprint or BellSouth or their respective contractors or agents perform at Work Locations.  It shall be presumed that all substances or materials associated with such activities, that are not in use or incorporated into structures (including without limitation damaged components or tools, leftovers, containers, garbage, scrap, residues or byproducts), except for substances and materials that Sprint, BellSouth or their respective contractors or agents intend to use in their original form in connection with similar activities, are Waste.  "Waste" shall not include substances, materials or components incorporated into structures (such as cable routes) even after such components or structure are no longer in current use.

“Wire Center” is the location where subscriber outside cable plant is terminated.   A Wire Center can also denote a building in which one or more central offices, used for the provision of Basic Exchange Services and access services, are located. 

“Wireless – Percent Local Usage” or “W-PLU” is defined as a factor to be applied to terminating minutes of use.  The numerator is all “nonintermediary” Local minutes of use.  The denominator is the total minutes of use including Local and Non-Local.


