
AMENDMENT TO
INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 

AND

 BUSINESS TELECOM, INC.

DATED FEBRUARY 21, 2000

Pursuant to this Amendment (“Amendment”), Business Telecom, Inc. (“BTI”), collectively “BTI”, a North Carolina corporation, as it is certificated in each state as identified in Appendix A hereto, and BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”), hereinafter referred to collectively as the “Parties”, hereby agree to amend the Interconnection Agreement between BellSouth and BTI dated February 21, 2000 (“Interconnection Agreement”).
WHEREAS, The Parties desire to amend the Interconnection Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, BellSouth and BTI have entered into good faith negotiations pursuant to the Act to renegotiate an interconnection agreement (“New Interconnection Agreement”) to replace the existing Interconnection Agreement between the Parties, which expires September 30, 2002; and,

WHEREAS, BellSouth and BTI desire to extend the termination date of the Interconnection Agreement; 


NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the Parties hereby covenant and agree as follows: 

1.
Section 2.1 Term of Agreement of the General Terms and Conditions of the Interconnection Agreement is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following Section 2.1 Term of Agreement below:

2.1 
The term of this Agreement shall be from February 21, 2000, to November 30, 2002, and shall apply to the state(s) of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. If as of the expiration of this Agreement, a Subsequent Agreement (as defined in Section 2.2 below) has not been executed by the Parties, this Agreement shall continue on a month-to-month basis while a Subsequent Agreement is being negotiated. The Parties’ rights and obligations with respect to this Agreement after expiration shall be as set forth in Section 2.4 below.


3.
The Parties agree that all of the other provisions of the Interconnection Agreement, dated February 21, 2000, shall remain in full force and effect.  


4.
The Parties further agree that either or both of the Parties is authorized to submit this Amendment to the appropriate regulatory bodies having jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Amendment, for approval subject to Section 252(e) of the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Amendment to be executed by their respective duly authorized representatives on the data indicated below.

_______________________________


________________________________

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 


Business Telecom, Inc. 

By: ____________________________


By: _____________________________

Title: ___________________________


Title: ____________________________

Date: ___________________________


Date: ____________________________

Appendix A

SCHEDULE OF BUSINESS TELECOM, INC.’S (“BTI”) CERTIFICATED NAMES

Business Telecom, Inc. (“BTI, Inc.) [AL]

Business Telecom, Inc. d/b/a BTI [FL]

Business Telecom, Inc. (“BTI”) [GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC]

Business Telecom, Inc. (“BTI”) [resale - TN]

Business Telecom, Inc. (“BTI Telecommunications, Inc. ‘BTI’) [facilities - TN]
