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PROCEEDINGS 

THE SPEAKER: fiead t h e  next  b i l l .  

THE CLERK: B y  - the  Comm-kttee on Business 

R e g d  at? on and Representative Mayfi e7 d, House B-i 11 

B i l l  

Regu 

1903, a b i l l  t o  be en-titled "An ac t  r e l a t i n g  to 

regul a t i  on o f  teTecommuni cat ions compani e s .  'I 

THE SPEAKER: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a y f i e l d ,  

you're recognized f o r  a mot ion. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Madam C h a i  r , 
Madam speaker,  w e ' r e  go ing t o  just go  ahead, w i t h  your 

permiss ion ,  a n d  Take up  1903 and t r y  to roll  i t  to a 

second read ing .  The Senate message i s  noT h e r e .  

THE SPEAKER: Okay. Read the b i l l ,  House 

1903. 

THE CLERK: BY the Committee on i3usiness 

a t i  on and Represen ta t i ve  Mayfi  e1 d , House Bi 11 

1903, a b i l l  to be e n t i t l e d  "An a c t  re la t ing  t o  

regul a t i  on o f  t e l  ecommuni cat ions  compani es. ' I  

THE SPEAKER: A r e  t h e r e  ques t ions  o f  t h e  

sponsor? 

Represen ta t i ve  Mayf i  el d , you ' r e  recogn i  zed 

t o  e x p l a i n  it. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker .  

Members, I ' m  p r o u d  t o  stand here t o d a y  i n  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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f r o n t  o f  you and introduce t o  you t h e  

T e l  ecommuni ca t i ons  I n n o v a t i o n  I n f  r a s t r u C t U  r e  

E n h a n c e m e n t  A c t  o f  2003. 

f i n a l l y  a t  a p o i n t  where we have a so- lu t ion  t h a t ' s  the  

r i g h t  s o l u t i o n  t h a t ' s  a t  t h e  r i g h t  time. 

We a r e  now putting, w i t h  t h e  passage o f  

- I ' m  proud because we are 

t h i s  b i l l  i s s u e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  ra temaking b a c k  i n  

t h e  h a n d s  o f  p u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission. T h i s  b i l l  

- also w i l l  take a b o l d  s tep  toward j ump-s ta r t i ng  t h e  

r e s i  d e n t i  a1 1 oca1 s e r v i  ce market compe t i t i on .  Beyond 

t h a t ,  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  new techno log ies  t o  f l o u r i s h  

i n our s t a t e  f r e e  o f  unnecessary r e g u l  ati on I 

Now, members, l a s t  year, l as t  sess ion ,  we 

passed a b i l l  o f f  o f  t h i s  f l o o r  almost unan imous ly ,  

w i t h  some d i s s e n s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  Senate passed a b i l l  as 

we71 which was somewhat similar TO t h i s  b i l l  I The 

Governor u l t i m a t e l y  v e t o e d  t h a t  b i l l ,  a n d  i n  h i s  v e t o  

he expressed two areas o f  concern t h a t  b o i l e d  down t o  

t h i s :  Number one, t h e  P u b l i c  Service Commission would 

not  have enough d i s c r e t i o n  to cons ide r  whether r a t e  

changes shou ld  take p l a c e  o r  n o t ;  and t w o ,  he believed 

t h a t  t h e r e  wasn't g o i n g  t o  be enough c o m p e t i t i o n  

created by The b i l l  I 

~ l l ,  members, ~ ' m  here t o  t e l l  you t h a t  

t h i s  b i l l  goes d i r e c t l y  a t  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  p o i n t s .  Th is  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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b i l l  mee ts  o r  exceeds a l l  o f  h i s  concerns i n  both of  

t hose  areas.  

w i t h  t h e  implementation of t h i s  b i l l  t he  

pub1 i c Servi  ce Commi s s i  on w i  11 have sweepi ng 

a u t h o r i t y ,  sweeping a u t h o r i t y  t o  t r i g g e r  a 

three-phased t r a n s i t i o n  t o  take  us TO a marke t -d r i ven  

t e l  ecommuni c a t i o n s  envi ronment . 
way, a t  each s t e p  i n  t h e  process ,  t h e  PSC will have 

f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  consumers whi 1 e s p a r k i  ng 

competi ti on. 

A t  each s t e p  o f  t h e  

Now, Madam Speaker, l e t  me tell you what 

t h i s  b i l l  does. Let me tell you what i t  does do and 

what i t  doesn't do. 

because you're go ing  t o  need t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  when you 

g e t  back home. Mark my words, y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  be 

asked about  t h i s .  

I t h i n k  i t ' s  very i m p o r t a n t ,  

what t h e  b i l l  does do, f i r s t ,  i t  g ives  t h e  

PSC, as I've i n d i c a t e d ,  sweeping a u t h o r i t y  t o  oversee 

a measured t h r e e - s t e p  t r a n s i t i o n  process t o  t a k e  us t o  

a more e f f e c t i v e  c o m p e t i t i v e  market. It r e t a i n s  P S C ' S  

o v e r s i g h t  ove r  v i t a l  consumer p r o t e c t i o n  m a t t e r s .  I t  

w i l l  a l s o  have .the a b i l i t y  t o  con t inue t o  f i n e  

t e l  ecomrnuni ca r ions  compani es , 

i s  a very i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  r i g h t  h e r e ,  members, because 

a l o t  of members have expressed some concern over  

It expands -- and t h i  s 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS,  INC. 
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t h i s .  It expands L i f e l i n e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  t o  i n c l u d e  a 

stand-alone c r i t e r i o n  o f  125% o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  p o v e r t y  

l e v e l .  

And, members, t h i s  i s  t h e  must e x c i t i n g  . 

t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  does. It fences o f f  i n t r u s j v e -  

r e g u l  a t i  o n  from emergi n g  t e c h n o 1  ogy 1 i ke  

voi ce -ove r - i  nterne t .  

d i  s tance compani es f r o m  r e g u l  a t i  on, whi 1 e r e t a i  n i  ng 

PSC overs ight ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  implement 

f i n e s ,  as I mentioned. 

It a1 so subs tan t i  a1 l y  f r e e s  l o n g  

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  do a l o t  f o r  our  state, 

members. 

exper ience t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a c o m p e t i t i v e  market, 

i n c l u d i n g  lower c o s t s .  It has t h e  needed p r o t e c t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  PSC to c o n t r o l  t h e  pace o f  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  i f  

any, i f  a n y ,  t o  compe t i t i on ,  It a l l o w s  t h e  P ~ C  t o  

p r o t e c t  and nurture any n e w l y  created a n d  e n h a n c e d  

r e s i  d e n r i  a1 marketp l  aces.  

It will g i v e  ou r  c i t i z e n s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

NOW, members, let me t e l l  you what t h e  b i l l  

does n o t  d o ,  does not do .  

It does not contain a n y  mandatory language t h a t  

r e q u i r e s  r a t e  i nc reases .  

t o  g r a n t  any p e t i t i o n  from any company un less  t he  

Csmmi  s s i  on i s  comple t e ly  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  two c o n d i t i o n s  

are  met: c o m p e t i t i o n  has t o  b e  c rea ted ,  a n d  t h e  

It does no t  r a i s e  r a t e s .  

r t  does n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  PSC 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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r e s i d e n t i a l  customers have t o  b e n e f i t .  The PSC is 

go ing  t o  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s i t t i n g  i n  judgment and 

making su re  t h a t  those  t w o - t h i n g s  take place b e f o r e  i t  

w i l l  grant  any p e t i t i o n .  

It does n o t  lower serv ice  quality 

srandards.  It does n o t .  The PSC has a b s o l u t e  

a u t h o r i t y  t o  v e t o  any  e f f o r t  by any company t o  l o w e r  

o r  r e ?  ax servl ’ce q u a l i t y  s tandards.  

It does not provide f o r  20% annual 

i nc reases  i n  r a t e s .  It does no t .  o n l y  t h e  PSC can 

grant  t h e  p e t i t i o n  -if a company proves t he  two 

c r i t e r i a  t h a t  1 i n d i c a t e d  just a moment ago. By 

spark ing  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h i s  b i l l  will p r o v i d e  t h e  very 

mechani sm - that  w i  17 p reven t  annual r a t e  i ncreases . 
Madam speaker, as you know, t h e r e  has been 

a lot o f  r h e t o r i c  by t h e  opponents t o  t h i s  b i l l ,  a n d  I 

am convinced t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  moves F ? o r i d a ’ s  

t e ?  ecommuni ca t ions  envi ronment i n t o  t h e  21st Century. 

It w i l l  make us a n d  our  s t a t e  a leader  -in reshaping 

the t e l  ecommuni cations 1 andscape. It w i  I1  n u r t u r e  and 

f o s t e r  t h e  emergence of new t e c h n o l o g y .  It w i l l  

p r o v i d e  a be t t e r  pr ice  r egu la to r  f o r  s e r v i c e  t h a n  t h e  

PSC could ever  b e ,  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h a t ’ s  t h e  ult imate  

r e g u l a t o r  competi t-i on. 

It i s  t j m e  f o r  t h e  PSC t o  use the-ir broad 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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powers w h i c h  w i l l  be created by t h i s  b i l l  t o  f u l f i l l  

our  v i s i o n  of a h e a l t h i e r  climate f o r  th- is  i ndus t ry ,  

which i s  go ing  t o  r e s u l t  i - n  a h i g h e r  level  of s e r v i c e  

a t  a l o w e r  cos t .  

Members, Madam Speaker, thar's what t h e -  

b i l l  does. 

If I could  y i e l d  t o  Representative R j t t e r  

f o r  a moment, she has a f e w  comments a lso.  

THE SPEAKER: Okay.  B e f o r e  we do  t h a t ,  

Representative Audrey Gibson, do you have a 

r e c o g n i t i o n ?  

l i k e  t o  make? 

DO you have a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  you would 

REPRESENTATIVE GIBSON: Y e s .  Thank you, 

Madam speaker. I n  t h e  West Gallery t o d a y ,  I would 

l i k e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  and  have stand s tuden ts  and faculty 

f r om t h e  M a r t i  n Lu the r  King,  J r .  Elementary School  . 
( ~ p p l  ause .> 
REPRESENTATIVE GIBSON : Thj  s s c h o o l  a1 so  

focuses  on f o r e i g n  -- i t ' s  a f o r e i g n  language  academy 

and  a music enrichment program. Thank you a l l .  

(Appl ause. ) 

THE SPEAKER: Welcome t o  t he  F l o r i d a  House 

o f  Representatives.  

R e p r e s e n t z t i v e  M a y f i e l d  would l i k e  to r e f e r  

t o  Representative R i t t e r  t o  make some comments. 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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Representar ive  R i  tter, you ' re  recogn ized t o  make some 

comments, opening remarks on the b i l l  

REPRESENTATIVE 'RITTER: Thank YOU,  Madam 

Speaker, and thanks t o  chairman M a y f i e l d  f o r  a l l o w i n g  

me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i  ci p a t e  i n t h i  s 1 e g i  sl a t i  on, 

w h i c h  we've been work ing  on f o r  t h r e e  years  i n  t h i s  

House. 

And none o f  us were here  i n  1995 when That 

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o o k  t h e  r i g h t  away f rom t h e  P u b l i c  

S e r v i c e  Commission and brough t  i t  h e r e  t o  t h e  

Legislature to s e t  local and l o n g  d i s t a n c e  phone 

rates. W e  are  no t  a r e g u l a t o r y  body. We a r e  a p o l i c y  

malting body. we should n o t  be i n  t h e  business o f  

s e t t j n g  ra tes .  And what House B i l l  1903 does i s ,  i t  

moves t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of l o c a l  and l o n g  d i s t a n c e  rates 

where i t  rightfully b e l o n g s ,  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  

Commission. It was a bad decis ion  i n  1995 t h a t  we a r e  

go ing  t o  c o r r e c t  i n  t h e  2003 l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ion .  

Th is  b i l l  i s  b e t t e r  than l a s t  y e a r ' s  b i l l .  

And  I was f o r t u n a t e  t o  work on t h a t  one as w e l l ,  b u t  

t h i s  i s  a b e t t e r  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n ,  more consumer 

f r i  end1 y ,  more competi ti ve,  w i  11 b r i  ng compet i  ti on i n 

w i l l  l o w e r  our  r a t e s .  

And Represen ta t i ve  M a y f i e l d  d i d  a fabulous 

j o b  o f  e x p l a i n i n g  i t ,  so I j u s t  want t o  s a y  t h i s .  M y  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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p a r e n t s  l i ve  on a fixed income. They a re  bas i c  

s i  n g l  e - s e r v i  ce resi  d e n t i  a1 customers. They a r e  a1 s o  

my most vocal c o n s t i t u e n t s - .  I am fo r tuna te  t o  have my 

mother and f a the r  l i v i n g  i n  my d i s t r i c t .  They know- 

where and when t o  reach me any d a y ,  any hour ,  any 

t i m e .  ~f I t h o u g h t  That  t h i s  b i l l  would r a i s e  my 

parents '  local ra tes ,  1 wouldn't b e  s u p p o r t i n g  i t  here 

today.  T h i s  b i l l  does no t  do tha.t, w h i c h  i s  why I ' m  

a b l e  t o  g i v e  i t  my f u l l  suppor t  today. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

THE SPEAKER: Okay. Okay, members. And 3: 

j u s t  c a u t i o n  t h a t  when w e ' r e  malting open remarks, it's 

t o  introduce t h e  m e r i t s  of- the b i l l s  and no t  -- we'll 

g e t  i n t o  debate when we're ready t o  do t h a t .  

Okay. They have exp la ined  t h e  b i l l .  There 

a re  ques t ions  o f  t h e  sponsors.  

Represen ta t i ve  P r i  eguez, you' r e  recogn ized 

f o r  a se r i e s  o f  ques t ions .  

REPRESENTATIVE PRIEGUEZ: Thank you very  

m u c h ,  Madam Speaker. 

i a i  rman M a y f i e l d ,  assuming f o r  a moment 

must f i n d  t h a t  t h e  consumers w i l l  

are  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  consumers who m u s ~  

o t h e r  words,  can t h e  PSC f i n d  t h a t  t h e  

peop le  who make a 7o t  o f  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  phone c a l l s  

e 

t h a t  t h e  PSC 

b e n e f i t ,  who 

b e n e f i t ?  I n  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS,  I N C .  
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w i l l  b e n e f - i t ,  even though o t h e r  peop le  who only use 

t h e i  r phones f o r  l o c a l  c a l l s  may n o t  b e n e f i t ?  w i l l  

t h e y  be a b l e  t o  t a rge t ?  w i l l  t h e y  be able  to g e t  a 

clear  number as t o  how many people t h a t  happen  t o  make 

a l o t  o f  long d i s t a n c e  phone ca l l s  would b e n e f i t ,  a n d  

t h a t  t h a t  would o v e r r i d e  t h e  r i s e  i n  loca l  ra tes  f o r  

peop le  t h a t  d o n ' t  make a l o t  o f  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  phone 

call  s? 

THE SPEAKER: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mayfi e1 d ,  

y o u ' r e  recognized f o r  a response. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: T h a n k  you, Madam 

Spealce r . 
Represen ta t i ve  P r i e g u e z ,  who -- I t h i n k  

your q u e s t i o n  was who are  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a 3  customers. 

The r e s i d e n t i a l  customers t h a t  have t o  b e n e f i t  a r e  

go ing  t o  be t h e  customers o f  -chat local  exchange 

company. The P u b l i c  Serv ice  Commission i s  g o i n g  t o  

have t o  s i t  i n  judgment and  r e v i e w  and evalua te  t h e  

p e t i t i o n  and  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  t h e  customers a re  

b e n e f i  ti ng and t h a t  b o t h  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  e n v i  ronment 

i s  be ing  c r e a t e d  before t h a t  p e t i t i o n  can move 

fo rward  . 
THE WEAKER: Representative Pri eguez, 

you I re recogn i  zed f o r  a full 7 ow-up ques t i on .  

REPRESENTATIVE PRIEGUEZ: Thank you v e r y  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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much Madani speaker 

Representative Mayf ie ld ,  a major g o d  o f  

t h i s  b i l l  4s f o r  local companies to eventually reach 

what i s  desc r ibed  as p a r i t y .  And I ' m  sure - l a t e r  on i n  

t h e  d a y  we ' l l  g e t  i n t o  that a little b i t  more, perhaps 

tomorrow. 

A company w i l l  reach p a r i t y  when i t  charges 

l o n g  d i s tance  c a r r i e r s  about  t h e  same ra te  f o r  

in-state c a l l s  as i t  charges now f u r  state-to-state 

c a l l s .  IS i t  t r u e  that a f t e r  a local company reaches 

p a r i t y ,  i t  can r a i s e  t h e  p r i c e  f o r  bas ic  s e r v i c e  by as  

much as 6% a year ,  o r  even as much as 20% a year ,  even 

i f  t h e r e  i s  another compe t i t o r  i n  t h a t  market? 

THE SPEAKER: Representatjve M a y f i e l d ,  

you're recognized f o r  a response. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: W e l l ,  t h e  answer 

-- thank you, Madam chairman. The answer to your  

q u e s t i o n  i s  no. The pr imary  goal i s  n o t  t o  do w h a t  

you j u s t  s a i d .  The goal  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  to 

empower The Pub1 i c Servi ce Commi s s i  on to manage t h i  s 

i n d u s t r y .  T h a t ' s  t h e  goal o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  It 

t o  -- and we do t h a t  by p r o v i d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  S e r v i c e  

Commission w i t h  t h e  t o o l s  t o  do t h a t .  They're g o i n g  

t o  sit i n  j u d g m e n t  over  t h e s e  ra te  p e t i t i o n s ,  t h e  

p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  come fo rward  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  

S 
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i n c r e a s e  o r  decrease. There's no guarantee t h a t  

there's go ing  t o  be a p e t i t i o n  approved,  o r  f o r  t h a t  

matter, Represen ta t i ve  Pri-eguez, even one submi t ted .  

THE SPEAKER: Represen ta t i ve  P r i  eguez, 

you ' r e  recogni  zed f o r  a f o l l  ow-up q u e s t i o n .  

REPRESENTATIVE PRIEGUEZ: Thank YOU v e r y  

much, Madam Speaker, and t h i s  w i l l  be  my l a s t  

ques t ion  

I know t h a t  t h e  b i l l  extends L i f e l i n e  

s u b s i d i e s  f o r  b a s i c  s e r v i c e  t o  more people by  r a i s i n g  

income e f i g i b i l i t y  t o  125% o f  t h e  pover ty  l eve l  I ~t 

a lso  freezes  the p r i c e  of bas ic  s e r v i c e  f o r  them, even 

though i t  w i l l  go up f o r  o the rs .  B u t  d o e s n ' t  t h e  

p r i c e  f r e e z e  f o r  L i f e l i n e  consumers e n d  once a company 

reaches p a r i t y ,  which i s  supposed t o  happen i n  t w o  t o  

f o u r  years? Does i t  n o t  e n d  a f t e r  p a r i t y  i s  reached, 

Represen ta t i ve  Mayfi e l  d? 

THE SPEAKER: RepresenTat ive M a y f i e l d ,  

you' r e  recognized f o r  a response. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Thank you, Madam 

chai r .  

The b i l l  i s  a c t u a l l y  s i l e n t  on L i f e l i n e  

i n c r e a s e s .  

f o r  two years .  B u t  beyond t h a t ,  i t ' s  silent on 

whether L i f e l i n e  i s  go ing t o  increase  o r  n o t .  

L-i-fel i ne customers a r e  prov-i ded p r o t e c t i o n  
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Again ,  1'11 go back t o  t h e  comments about 

comperi t - ion.  

g o i n g  t u  be compe t i t i on .  -what we do to create 

competit ion i n t h e  1 oca1 t e l  ecommuni ca t i ons  market -i s 

g o i n g  t o  do  more t o  keep p r i c e s  down than anything'  t he  

p u b l i c  Service commission could ever do.  

The b e s t  regula tor  f o r  T h i s  indus t ry  i s  

THE SPEAKER: Okay. Further q u e s t i o n s ?  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Domi no, you ' r e  recogni zed 

f o r  a q u e s t i o n .  

REPRESENTATIVE DOMINO: Thank you,  Madam 

Speaker. 

Representa t ive ,  how w i  11 t h i  s b i  f 1 impact 

access f e e s  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o v i d e r s  o f  DSL l i n e s  f o r  

b r o a d b a n d  I n t e r n e t  access? 

THE SPEAKER: Representa t ive  M a y f i e l d ,  

you ' re  recognized f o r  a response. 

Representat ive Domi n o ,  coul d you r e p e a t  

y o u r  quest3 on? you ' re  recogni  zed. 

REPRESENTATIVE DOMINO: Thank you. How 

w i l l  t h i s  b i l l  impact access f e e s  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  

p r o v i d e r s  o f  DSL l i n e s  f o r  broadband In te rne t  access? 

THE SPEAKER: Representative Mayf i  e l d ,  

you ' re recognized f o r  a r e p l y .  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Thank you, Madam 

chai r .  
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The access charges ac tua l ly  f l o w  through t o  

the  consumers. 

t h i s  b i l l  s t i l l  leaves broadband i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  

1 oca1 government. 

B u t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  broadband i s s u e s ,  

THE SPEAKER: F u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  

Represen ta t i ve  F j  orent - i  no, you ' r e  

recognized f o r  a q u e s t i o n .  

REPRESENTATIVE FIORENTINO: Thank YOU, 

Madam speaker.  

Represen ta t i ve  Mayfie ld ,  I understand t h a t  

you w e r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  Lifeline b e i n g  a t  125% f o r  

t hose  people i n  poverty, b u t  i s  i t  n o t  t r u e  that 

Bellsouth has a1 ready reached t h a t ,  so t h e r e f o r e  i t  

w o u l d  n o t  b e  expanded at a l l ?  

THE SPEAKER: Representatjve Mayfi el d ,. 

you're recognized f o r  a response. 

RWRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Thank you, Madam 

chai  r .  

r can't speak t o  whether ~ell5outh has 

reached t h a t  cap or  n o t  and whether o r  n o t  t h e  125% i s  

g o i n g  to impact Bellsouth's coverage. 

w i l l  expand Lifeline t o  t h e i r  customers.  

I bel ieve i t  

THE-: SPEAKER: F u r t h e r  ques t ions?  

Represen ta t i ve  sobel , you re recogni zed f o r  

a quest ion.  
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REPRESENTATIVE SOBEL: T h a n k  you, Madam 

cha-i r .  

T h i s  i s  about t h e  ro l e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  

S e r v i c e  Commission. Does Section 15 o f  t h i s  b i l l  

allow t h e  Public Serv i ce  Commission t o  r e j e c t  any . 

te lephone r a t e  proposal  t h a t  does n o t  c r e a t e  an 

overall b e n e f i r  t o  resi  denti a1 customers? could you 

exp l  a i  n t h a t ?  

THE SPEAKER: Representa t ive  M a y f i e l d ,  

you'  re recognized f o r  a r e p l y .  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Thank you, Madam 

speaker. 

Good question. It allows -- t h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  allow t h e  PSC t o  do  exac t ly  t h a t .  It 

w i l l  be able  t o  r e j ec t  any p e t i t i o n  on t h e  grounds  o f ,  

again,  c r e a t i n g  competition i n  t h e  local  market and 

b e n e f i  ti ng those  customers that are  b e i  ng s e r v i  ced by 

t h a t  local  market. The PSC has a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y  

over  t h a t  p e t i t i o n ,  whether  o r  n o t  t o  agree t o  i t  o r  

r e j e c t  i t .  

THE SPEAKER: F u r t h e r  ques t i ons?  

Representative A t t k i  s o n ,  you " r e  recognized 

f o r  a ques t i on .  

REPRESENTATIVE ATTKISSON: Thank you, Madam 

chai  rman. 

-~ 
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Two ques-tjons. Representa t ive  M a y f i e l d ,  

Represen ta t i ve  P r ieguez  asked a q u e s t i o n  a m inu te  ago 

about  t h e  ability o f  a phone company to r a i s e  6% a 

year  i f  a compe t i t o r  was i n  t h e  marketp lace.  My - 

q u e s t i o n  i s ,  d o e s n ' t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t a k e  care  o f  t h e -  

need t o  be concerned about 6% inc reases  i f  c o m p e t i t i o n  

w i l l  be e a t i n g  up your market share? why would you 

want to r a i s e  you r  ra tes ,  even -if you had t h e  ability 

t o ,  i f  a c o m p e t i t o r  i s  over t h e r e  g e t t i n g  ready t o  

g o b b l e  up a l l  you r  marke t  share? 

THE SPEAKER: Representa t ive  Mayf i  el d f o r  a 

r e p l y .  Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A t t k i s s o n ,  YOU'Ve answered 

your own quest ion.  It makes a b s o l u t e l y  no sense f o r  a 

l o c a l  p r o v i d e r  t o  b e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  rates i f  t h e y ' r e  

go ing  t o  l o s e  b u s i n e s s  t o  a compe t i t o r  t h a t  would be 

c rea ted  i n t h a t  marketp lace 

THE SPEAKER: RepresentaTive A t t k - i  ssun f o r  

a f o l 1  ow-up quest ion.  

REPRESENTATIVE ATTKISSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. 

The f i n a l  ques t i on ,  we have seen i n  t h e  

paper ,  and i t  has been w r i t t e n  t h a t  there  w i l l  be 
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millions and millions o f  d o l l a r s  o f  i nc reases ,  y e t ,  

Representa-tive M a y f i e l d ,  t h e  way you and 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i t t e r  have- exp la ined  your b i l l ,  you ' re  

telling me t h e r e  will be no increases until- the PubJic 

S e r v j c e  commission, which has a h i s t o r y  o f  t r e a t i n g  

consumers f a i r l y  and equitably, rev iews each potential 

r a t e  increase ,  and i t  must ,  i t  must be i n  t h e  p u b l i c  

i n t e r e s t .  

why do you t h i n k  we keep hear ing  i n  t h e  

papers, and w i t h  t h e  v i c i o u s n e s s ,  t h a t  there  i s  a 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  millions o f  dollars o f  r a t e  i nc reases  

when nobody w i l l  read t h e  bill? 

THE SPEAKER: Represen ta t i ve  Mayfield f o r  a 

r e p l y .  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

Attk-kson, i t  makes g rea t  news s t o r j e s .  You've 

answered the quest ion once again.  It's because 

t h e y '  re n o t  read ing  t h e  b i l l .  

Madam speaker? 

THE SPEAKER: Representative M a y f i e l d ,  f o r  

what purpose? 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: I have a mot ion. 

THE SPEAKER: You ' re recogn ized  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD:  I move we 

temporari 1 y postpone t h i s  b i  1 1  . 
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THE SPEAKER: Okay. Representa t ive  

Mayfi e l  d moves we temporari 1 y postpone House B i  17 

1903. Any o b j e c t i o n ?  

w i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  show t h a t  mo-tion 

a d o p t e d  I 

(Concl us: on o f  consi  d e r a t i o n  of House 6-i 11 

1903 on A p r i l  30, 2003.) 
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