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VIA HAND DELIVERY

Ms. Blanca Bayo )
Division of Commission Clerk and Administrative Services ™~
Florida Public Service Commission

2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

RE: Docket No. 040604-TL - In re: Adoption of the National School Lunch Program and

an income-based criterion at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines as
eligibility criteria for the Lifeline and Link-Up programs.

Dear Ms. Bayo:

Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced docket on behalf of Northeast Florida Telephone
Company d/b/a NEFCOM is the original and fifteen copies of their Petition to Intervene.

Please acknowledge receipt of this document by stamping the extra copy of this letter “filed”
and returning the copy to me. Thank you for your assistance with this filing.
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Adoption of the National School Lunch Docket No. 040604-TL
Program and an income-based criterion at or

below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines Filed: October 20, 2004
as eligibility criteria for the Lifeline and Link-

Up programs.

NORTHEAST FLORIDA TELEPHONE COMPANY
d/b/a NEFCOM’S PETITION TO INTERVENE

Northeast Florida Telephone Company d/b/a NEFCOM, (hereinafier referred to as
“Petitioner” or “NEFCOM”) by and through undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Rule 25-22.309,
Florida Administrative Code, hereby files this Petition to Intervene in the above-styled docket. In

support of this Petition, Petitioner states as follows:

1. The name, address and telephone numbers of Petitioner are as follows:

Northeast Florida Telephone Company
d/b/a NEFCOM

Ms. Deborah Nobles

Vice President of Regulatory Affairs
TTSC

505 Plaza Circle, Suite 200

Orange Park, Florida 32073

(904) 688-0029 (telephone)

(904) 688-0025 (facsimile)

2. All notices, pleadings, staff recommendations, orders or other documents filed or

served in this docket should be provided to the following representatives of NEFCOM:

Kenneth A. Hoffman, Esquire Benjamin H. Dickens, Esquire

Martin P. McDonnell, Esquire Mary J. Sisak, Esquire

Marsha E. Rule, Esquire Blooston, Mordkofsky, Jackson & Dickens
Rutledge, Ecenia, Purnell & Hoffman 2120 L Street, NW, Suite 300

Suite 420, 215 South Monroe Street (32301) Washington, DC 20037

Post Office Box 551 (202) 828-5510 (telephone)

Tallahassee, Florida 32302 (202) 828-5568 (facsimile)

850-687-6788 (telephone)
859-681-6515 (facsimile)
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Ms. Deborah Nobles

Vice President of Regulatory Affairs
TTSC

505 Plaza Circle, Suite 200

Orange Park, Florida 32073

(904) 688-0029 (telephone)

(904) 688-0025 (facsimile)

3. NEFCOM is a Florida corporation with its principal office located at 130 North
Fourth Street, Macclenny, Florida. NEFCOM is a small local exchange company within the meaning
of Section 364.052(1), Florida Statutes, providing basic local exchange service to approximately
10,200 access lines in the Macclenny and Sanderson exchanges. NEFCOM thus is engaged in the
provision of general telecommunications services in the State of Florida subject to the jurisdiction
of this Commission. NEFCOM also qualifies as a “rural telephone company” within the meaning
0f47U.S.C. § 153(47) and has been certified by the Commission as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier (“ETC").

4. In the instant docket, the Commission will address whether to expand eligibility
criteria for Lifeline and Link-Up assistance. Such determinations could increase the number of
NEFCOM’s customers who qualify for Lifeline and Link-Up assistance. The Commission also will
address whether Florida incumbent local exchange companies (“ILECs”), including NEFCOM,
should be required to offer Lifeline credits to customers based on the newly-expanded eligibility
criteria and whether to adopt a new self-certification process to be implemented by NEFCOM and
other Florida TLECs to determine eligibility for Lifeline and Link-Up assistance. Additionally,
several telecommunications companies have asked the Commission to take action in this docket to

establish a state universal service funding mechanism to support Lifeline and to determine how

contributions to the fund should be collected, who should administer the fund, and how the monies



in the fund should be distributed. NEFCOM concurs in the request that a state universal service
funding mechanism for Lifeline be considered and established in this docket.

5. The Commission’s actions in this docket will have a direct and immediate effect on
NEFCOM’s substantial interests. As an ETC, NEFCOM will be required to implement the
eligibility criteria and any self-certification process adopted by the Commission and to offer credits
to newly-eligible customers. Further, NEFCOM would be either a net contributor to or net recipient
from any state universal funding mechanism established by the Commission to support the Lifeline
program,

WHEREFORE, NEFCOM requests the Commission enter an order granting NEFCOM’s
Petition to Intervene and authorizing NEFCOM to participate with full party rights in this
proceeding, and to grant such further relief as may be deemed proper and just.

Respectfully submitted this 20" day of October, 2004.

Marsha E. Rule, Esq.

Rutledge, Ecenia, Purnell & Hoffman, P.A.
P.O. Box 551

Tallahassee, FL. 32302

850.681.5788 (Telephone)

850.681.6515 (Facsimile)

Attorneys for Petitioners



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

[ HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and cotrect copy of the foregoing has been furnished via
Electronic Mail and U.S. Mail this 20" day of October, 2004 to:

Adam Teitzman

Staff Counsel

Florida Public Service Commission
Division of Legal Services

2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-0850
ateitzma@psc.state.fl.us

Charles J. Rehwinkel

Sprint Comm. Co. LLP

315 Calhoun Street

Tallahassee, F1. 32301
charles.j.rehwinkel@mail.sprint.com

Susan Masterton

Sprint-Florida, Inc.

P.O. Box 2214

Tallahassee, FL 32316-2214
susan.masterton@mail.sprint.com

ALLTEL Communications Services, Inc.

Ms. Betty Willis

One Allied Drive, B4F4ND
Little Rock, AR 72203-21277
bettye.j.willis@alltel.com

GT Com

Mr. Mark Ellmer

P.O. Box 220

Port St. Joe, FL 32457-0220
mellmer@fairpoint.com

Nancy B. White

¢/o Nancy H. Sims

150 S. Monroe Street, Ste. 400
Tallahassee, FL 32301
nancy.white@bellsouth.com

R. Douglas Lackey

Suite 4300

675 W. Peachtree St., NE
Atlanta, GA 30375
douglas.lackey@bellsouth.com

Office of Public Counsel

c¢/o The Florida Legislature

Harold McLean/Charles J. Beck

111 West Madison Street, Room 812
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400
beck.charles@]leg.state.fl.us

TDS Telecom/Quincy Telephone
Mr. Thomas M. McCabe

P.O. Box 189

Quincy, FL 32353
thomas.mccabe@tdstelecom.com

Michael A. Gross

VP Reg. Affairs & Reg. Counsel
Florida Cable Telecomm. Assoc.
246 East 6th Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32303
mgross@fcta.com

Richard A. Chapkis

Verizon Florida, Inc.

One Tampa City Center

201 North Franklin Street
P.O. Box 110, FLTC0007
Tampa, FL 33601-0110
richard.chapkis@verizon.com



Verizon Florida, Inc.

Mr. David Christian

106 East College Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32301-7748
david.christian@verizon.com
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