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GULF POWER COMPANY’S PETITION FOR APPROVAL 

OF GULF POWER COMPANY’S 2007 STORM HARDENING PLAN

Gulf Power Company (“Gulf Power”, or “the Company”), pursuant to Rule 25-6.0342, Florida Administrative Code, and FPSC Order No. PSC-07-0043A-FOF-EU petitions the Florida Public Service Commission (“the Commission”) to approve Gulf Power Company’s 2007 Storm Hardening Plan. As grounds therefore, the Company says:

1. The name, address, telephone number and facsimile number of the petitioner are:

Gulf Power Company

500 Bayfront Parkway

One Energy Place

Pensacola, Florida 32520-0780

(850) 444-6231

(850) 444-6026 (fax)

2.
Gulf Power is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under Chapter 366, Florida Statutes.


3.  
All notices, pleadings and correspondence required to be served on the Petitioner should be directed to:

Jeffrey A. Stone




Susan D. Ritenour

Russell A. Badders




Secretary and Treasurer

Steven R. Griffin




Gulf Power Company

Beggs & Lane





One Energy Place

P.O. Box 12950




Pensacola, Florida 32520-0780

Pensacola, Florida 32591



(850) 444-6231

(850) 432-2451




(850) 444-6026 (fax)

4.
On January 16, 2007, the Commission noticed its adoption of Rule 25-6.0342, F.A.C., relating to hardening of electric infrastructure against storms and other severe weather events.  Rule 25-6.0342 became effective on February 5, 2007. The new rule requires, inter alia, that each investor-owned utility file with the Commission for its approval a detailed storm hardening plan within 90 days of the rule’s effective date.  
 5.
In accordance with Rule 25-6.0342 and this Commission’s Order, Gulf Power Company has prepared its 2007 Storm Hardening Plan.  The plan contains 13 sections, 6  appendices and addresses each of the requirements of Rule 25-6.0342.   Gulf Power’s 2007 Storm Hardening Plan meets the desired objectives of enhancing reliability and reducing restoration costs and outage times in a prudent, practical, and cost-effective manner.  A true and correct copy of Gulf Power’s 2007 Storm Hardening Plan is attached hereto as Exhibit “A.” 

6.
Gulf Power is not aware of any disputed issues of material fact relative to the subject matter of this petition.

WHEREFORE, Gulf Power respectfully requests that the Commission enter an order finding that Gulf’s 2007 Storm Hardening Plan as reflected in Exhibit “A” is reasonable and prudent.



DATED this 4th day of May, 2007.







JEFFREY A. STONE






Florida Bar No.:  325953







RUSSELL A. BADDERS







Florida Bar No.:  007455







STEVEN R. GRIFFIN







Florida Bar No.:  0627569







Beggs & Lane







P.O. Box 12950







Pensacola, Florida 32591







(850) 432-2451







Attorneys for Gulf Power Company
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