TABLE 6-1

CLASSIFICATION OF DISTRIBUTION PLANT!

FERC Uniform
System of Demand | Customer
Accounts No. Description Related Related
Distribution Plant 2
360 Land & Land Rights X X
361 Structures & Improvements X X
362 Station Equipment X -
363 Storage Battery Equipment X -
364 Poles, Towers, & Fixtures X X
365 Overhead Conductors & Devices X X
366 Underground Conduit X X
367 Underground Conductors & Devices X X
368 Line Transformers X X
369 Services - X
370 Meters - X
371 Installations on Customer Premises - X
372 Leased Property on Customer Premises - X
373 Street Lighting & Signal Systems ! - -

lAssiglrm-,nt or “exclusive use” costs are assigned directly to the customer class or group which
exclusively uses such facilities. The remaining costs are then classified to the respective cost components.

“The amounts between classification may vary considerably. A study of the minimum intercept
method or other appropriate methods should be made to determine the relationships between the demand
and cusiomer components,
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To ensure that costs are properly allocated, the analyst must first classify each ac-
count as demand-related, customer-related, or a combination of both. The classification
depends upon the analyst's evaluation of how the costs in these accounts were incurred.
In making this determination, supporting data may be more important than theoretical
considerations. :

Allocating costs to the appropriate groups in a cost study requires a special analy-
sis of the nature of distribution plant and expenses. This will ensure that costs are as-
signed to the correct functional groups for classification and allocation. As indicated in
Chapter 4, all costs of service can be identified as energy-related, demand-related, or cus-
tomer-related. Because there is no energy component of distribution-related costs, we
need consider only the demand and customer components.

To recognize voltage level and use of facilities in the functionalization of distribu-
tion costs, distribution line costs must be separated into overhead and underground, and
primary and secondary voltage classifications. A typical functionalization and classifica-
tion of distribution plant would appear as follows:

Substations: Demand

Distribution: Overhead Primary
Demand
Customer

Overhead Secondary
Demand
Customer

Underground Primary
emand
Customer

Underground Secondary
emand
Customer

Line Transformers
Demand
Customer

Services: Overhead
Demand
Customer

Underground
emand
Customer
Meters: Customer
Street Lighting: Customer
Customer Accounting: Customer
Sales: Customer
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From this breakdown it can be seen that each distribution account must be ana-
lyzed before it can be assigned to the appropriate functional category. Also, these ac-
counts must be classified as demand-related, customer-related, or both. Some utilities
assign distribution to customer-related expenses. Variations in the demands of various
customer groups are used to develop the weighting factors for allocating costs to the ap-

propriate group.

II. DEMAND AND CUSTOMER CLASSIFICATIONS OF
DISTRIBUTION PLANT ACCOUNTS

U " hen the utility installs distribution plant to provide service to a customer and
to meet the individual customer’s peak demand requirements, the utility must classify
distribution plant data separately into demand- and customer-related costs.

Classifying distribution plant as a demand cost assigns investment of that plant to
a customer or group of customers based upon its contribution to some total peak load.
The reason is that costs are incurred to serve area load, rather than a specific number of
customers.

Distribution substations costs (which include Accounts 360 -Land and Land
Rights, 361 - Structures and Improvements, and 362 -Station Equipment), are normally
classified as demand-related. This classification is adopted because substations are nor-
mally built to serve a particular load and their size is not affected by the number of cus-
tomers to be served.

Distribution plant Accounts 364 through 370 involve demand and customer costs.
The customer component of distribution facilities is that portion of costs which varies
with the number of customers. Thus, the number of poles, conductors, transformers, serv-
ices, and meters are directly related to the number of customers on the utility’s system.
As shown in Table 6-1, each primary plant account can be separately classified into a de-
mand and customer component. Two methods are used to determine the demand and cus-
tomer components of distribution facilities. They are, the minimum-size-of-facilities
method, and the minimum-intercept cost (zero-intercept or positive-intercept cost, as a
plicable) of facilities.
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A. The Mini Size Method

C lassifying distribution plant with the minimum-size method assumes that a
minimum size distribution system can be built to serve the minimum loading
requirements of the customer. The minimum-size method involves determining the
minimum size pole, conductor, cable, transformer, and service that is currently installed
by the utility. Normally, the average book cost for each piece of equipment determines
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