FILED 3/12/2021
DOCUMENT NO. 02758-2021
FPSC - COMMISSION CLERK

BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

IN RE: Application for certificate to provide DOCKET NO. 20200226-WS
wastewater service in Charlotte County, by
Environmental Utilities, LLC

/

LINDA COTHERMAN’S AMENDED MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THE
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONS’S FEBRUARY 19, 2021 ORDER GRANTING
ENVIRONMENTAL UTILITIES, LLC’S REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL
CLASSIFICATION

Party of Record LINDA COTHERMAN, pursuant to Rule 25-22.0376, F.A.C., request the
Public Service Commission to reconsider its February 19, 2021 Order Granting Environmental
Utilities, LLC’s Request for Confidential Classification and, in support thereof, states as follows:

1. On February 19, 2021, the Public Service Commission (“Commission”) entered an
order granting Environmental Utilities, LLC’s Request for Confidential Classification. A copy of
the order is attached hereto as Exhibit “A.”

2. In that order, the Commission determined that information provided by
Environmental Utilities qualified as proprietary confidential business information, finding the
“personal financial and other information constitutes ‘information relating to competitive interests,
the disclosure of which would impair the competitive business of the provider of the information.””

3. Pursuant to 25-30.033, F.A.C., Environmental Utilities, LLC, bears the burden of
demonstrating:

(h) [T]he necessary financial ability of the applicant to provide
service to the proposed service area, the applicant shall provide:



1. A detailed financial statement (balance sheet and income

statement), audited if available, of the financial condition of the

applicant, which shows all assets and liabilities of every kind and

character. The financial statements shall be for the preceding

calendar or fiscal year. The financial statement shall be prepared in

accordance with Rule 25-30.115, F.A.C. If available, a statement of

the sources and uses of funds shall also be provided;

4. LINDA COTHERMAN has sought an administrative hearing challenging, in part,
the financial wherewithal of Environmental Utilities, LLC. Specifically, she states that there are
disputed factual issues about the following:

A. Environmental Utilities, LLC, has not demonstrated that it possesses
sufficient financial resources to be able to capitalize the project;

B. Environmental Utilities, LLC, has not demonstrated that it has the financial
resources to hire, staff and handle the business of a public utility on the order of magnitude to that
which would be governed by the Certificate of Authorization; and

C. The applicant has not provided any information as to the cost of installation
to be borne by the residents nor has it provided any provision to pay over time for those residents
who are unable to pay immediately upon completion. Further, no provision has been made to
provide grants to defray the costs for those affected residents.

5. The financial health of Environmental Utilities, LLC, as well as that of sole owners
Jack and Diane Boyer, is central to the determination of whether it can satisfy the requirements

necessary to obtain a Certificate of Authorization. Depriving the public of the knowledge about

the financial health/wherewithal of Environmental Utilities, LLC places the Party of Record at a



disadvantage of being able to gauge one of the central requirements for the proposed utility’s
ability to satisfy the elements necessary to obtain a certificate.

6. LINDA COTHERMAN possesses the unique quality of having approximately 35
years of professional, personal and business experience with the applicant, and has direct
knowledge and resources to apply in ascertaining whether or not the financial information provided
by the applicant is accurate and/or relevant. Furthermore, LINDA COTHERMAN, under the name
LINDA BAMFIELD, was a pro se Party of Record in a similar case involving some of the same
parties and service area in 2002 through 2004 (Docket No. 20020745-SU, Island Environmental
Utilities, Inc.) and prevailed in her arguments to the Florida Public Service Commission.

7. As part of this process going forward, if Environmental Utilities, LLC were to
arrive at an agreement regarding confidentiality with any other Party of Record, there can be no
assumption that LINDA COTHERMAN would have access to the confidential materials whether
or not she has a relationship with any other Party of Record. As a pro se litigant, the confidential
information will remain unavailable to LINDA COTHERMAN unless it is made public.

8. Clearly, good cause exists for the publication of this information, both from the
standpoint of determining whether Environmental Utilities, LLC can satisfy the minimum
requirements to obtain a Certificate of Authorization and to determine the cost to be borne by the
homeowners in terms of rates and “hook up” to be charged by the utility.

9. As a result, LINDA COTHERMAN requests the Commission to reconsider its

February 19, 2019 order and require the publication of the financial information the order protects.



WHEREFORE, LINDA COTHERMAN requests the Commission to publish the financial

information deemed confidential in the February 19, 2019 order and granting the parties of record

any other relief the Commission deems just, equitable and proper.

Dated this 11th day of March 2021.

LINDA COTHERMAN
PO Box 881

Placida, FL 33946
Icotherman(@yahoo.com
941.697.0871

BY: /S/ Linda Cotherman
LINDA COTHERMAN



mailto:lcotherman@yahoo.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was emailed this 25th
day of February 2021 to:

KELSKY LAW, P.A.

Counsel for Cape Haze Property Owners Association, Inc.
Counsel for Palm Island Estates Association, Inc.

1250 S. Pine Island Road

Suite 250

Plantation, FL 33324

bradkelsky@kelskylaw.com

Martin S. Friedman, Esq.

Dean Mead

Counsel for Environmental Utilities, LLC
420 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 700
Orlando, FL 32801
mfriedmand@deanmead.com

Little Gasparilla Property Owners Association
P.O. Box 3643

Placida, FL 33946
richardleydonjr@gmail.com
twrhonda@gmail.com
pbholmesO@gmail.com
bdwyer31(@yahoo.com
Joseph.bokar@case.edu
oranges(@embargmail.com
lgicarts@gmail.com
jltremblay@yverizon.net

Jennifer Crawford, Esq.
Stephanie-Jo Osborn, Esq.

Office of General Counsel

Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850
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