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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Ckay. Good afternoon,

3 everyone. | want to wel cone everybody here for the
4 service hearing part for Environnental Uilities

5 application for a wastewater certificate in

6 Charlotte County. This is a very inportant part of
7 our process. This is the service hearing. This is
8 when we get to hear fromyou, the custoner.

9 My nane is Art Gcaham | am bookend by ny

10 right by Comm ssioner Clark, and by ny |eft by

11 Conmi ssi oner Passidono Smith. W are excited about
12 what it is you have to say.

13 Before | dig any deeper into this, | want for
14 staff to read the notice.

15 MR, DOSE: By notice issued on Decenber 30t h,
16 2024, this time and place has been set for a

17 cust omer service hearing in Docket No. 20240032- SU.
18 The purpose of the hearing is set out nore fully in
19 t he noti ce.

20 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Let's take appearances.

21 MR. FRIEDVAN. Martin Friedman on behal f of

22 Environnental Uilities.

23 MR, KELSKY: Brad Kel sky on behal f of Pal m

24 | sl and Estates Association, Inc.

25 M5. COTHERMAN:.  Li nda Cot herman, Pro Se.
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MR, VOLPE: Robert Vol pe on behalf of Little
Gasparilla Island Preservation Alliance, Inc.

M5. CHARTI ER- HOGANCAMP:  Val eri e
Chari er-Hogancanp on behalf of Little Gasparilla
I sl and Preservation Alliance, Inc.

MR, DOSE: For Commi ssion staff, Daniel Dose
and Maj or Thonpson.

M5. HELTON:. And Mary Anne Helton here as your
Advi sor .

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM (kay. So we are going to
start this of alittle early. W are supposed to
-- scheduled to start at 6:00, but | figured there
Is no reason why we all need to sit around here and
wai t anot her hal f-an-hour for that to start. W
wi | | make anot her announcenent at six o'clock, but
let's just get started with the people we have here
Now.

Since we have so many people, we want to [imt
everybody to three mnutes. W have the |ight box
that's here. Wen you start, the green light wll
be. On, when the yellow |light comes on, you know
you have one mnute left. And when the red |ight
Is on, you know you are done.

Now, pl ease respect each other's tinme, because

so far, we got, like, 30 people signed up, and |
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1 know there is nore coming. That's literally an

2 hour-and-a-half if everybody takes exactly three

3 m nutes. So sit back and think about your

4 nei ghbors, think about everyone else that's here.

5 Al so take into account -- | know this is Kkind
6 of strenuous for a |lot of people. A lot of people
7 aren't used to comng to the m crophone and

8 speaking in public. Take a deep breath. There is
9 no judgnment here. Just tell us what you think

10 about the utility. Tell us they are doing a

11 fantastic job. Tell us they are doing a | ousy job.
12 Tell us, you know, they provide great service.

13 Tell us they don't provide great service. Gve us
14 sone details.

15 And | know there is going to be a |l ot of

16 duplicate, but it's not necessary to say that. You
17 can say, | agree with what everybody el se has said,
18 but specifically for ne, this is the case. It's

19 also -- it's great to say ditto. |It's great to say
20 all those other things.

21 As Conmi ssi oner Passidonpo C ark | oves to say
22 all the tinme, always feel free to send us an enmil,
23 send us that snail mail, or you can just call, |

24 nean, but it's not just all the three m nutes where
25 you here at the podium And at the end of all of

premier-reporting.com
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this, if you are still here and you want to speak
after everybody el se has spoken, | will sit here
and listen to you speak another three mnutes if
you feel like there is sonething you haven't gotten
of f your chest.

This is part of the official record, so know
that this is all going to be part of what we use to
make the determ nation.

There is not going to be any cl apping. There
is not going to be any booing, or any of that kind
of stuff, because it doesn't add a thing to the
process but just drag things out. And | just hope
that you woul d keep the professionalismand stick
with that, because | know the tendency is going to
be there, and | have been through 100 of these
things. Just please refrain fromdoing that.

If you want to send an enuail, the enail
address is clerk@sc.state.fl.us., and that's in
the handouts in the front if you don't have that.
And refer to Docket No. 20240032-SU

| think | got everything covered in that. On,
after you give your three mnutes, you will be
subject to cross-exam nation, so any one of the
parties here can ask you a question. There is no

friendly cross, so renenber that. | wll cut you
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off if you are trying to get soneone to perpetuate
what ever that point of viewis. Just try to

under stand what the question is, and let's stay
away fromthe friendly cross.

This can be a very efficient nethod we are
goi ng through now. And if for sone reason we run
out of tinme and the ferry | eaves, we are going to
do the sane thing again tonorrow norning at 9: 30.
You can feel free to cone tonorrow at 9: 30.

That all being said, let's do opening
statenments. Everybody has got three mnutes. M.
Fri edman.

MR FRIEDMAN. As | said -- as | said earlier,
and | won't reiterate a lot of it, but if you |ook
at the aerials of the service area, you wll see
that it's surrounded by water, and there is water
inside. The science is telling us that septic
tanks pollute. They don't treat anything. They
pollute, and the nutrients that cone out of the
septic tank are damaging to the environnment. You
heard that fromDr. Lapointe, who is probably the
forenost expert on that subject in the state of
Fl ori da.

M. Cole, who is a professional engineer --

the nature of this kind of proceeding, we have --
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there is no systembuilt, so we work off of
estimates and prelimnary design plans, and that is
what M. Col e has done, which he has done a
prelimnary design. He does work in this area, as
he testified, and he gave us estinates of what

t hose construction costs are. And | think his
argunents are nore conpel ling than maybe ot hers

t hat you heard.

You are going to hear a | ot of custoners
conplain. And as | brought up earlier, you can't
rely on | ooking at the docket to know how many
peopl e -- or how many properties are actually
represented by people who are objecting. CQur
anal ysis of what's in the PSC docket is that, you
know, there is about 14 percent of the people on
the -- 14 percent of the proposed custoners who
actually are objecting. They are just filing -- as
you heard fromthe witness this norning, she and
her husband sent 12 objections to the Conm ssion.
So it looks like -- and that's her and her husband
both. So that one lot is represented by 12
objections. And | think you will see that is very
preval ent when these people testify and | asked ask
t hem about that.

So, you know, the hope is to understand that
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this is a very vocal mnority, and they shoul d not
be allowed to dictate what's contrary to good
sci ence and good environnental practice.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Little Gasparill a.

MR. VOLPE: Thank you, Conmm ssioner.

As we nentioned in our opening statenent
earlier, that EU did this application has not net
the requirenments for this certificate, specifically
there is no denonstration of need. And one of the
criteria for denonstration of need is requests.
There has been a handful of requests, and that is
overwhel m ngly contradi cted by the custoners, or
t he people that would be custoners in the proposed
service territory who have been in opposition to
this proposed utility.

Little Gasparilla Island Preservation
Al'liance, Inc., has, as we heard earlier, over 200
menbers. It's -- for a young organi zation, there
is only 300 and sonething residents on Little
Gasparilla Island. So the assertion that it's
14 percent of the custoners is just not true. |
mean, we represent at |east 50 percent of the
properties on Little Gasparilla Island al one. And

as you heard earlier fromour Chair, the position
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of the nmenbers is overwhel m ngly opposed to this.
Not a single nenber responded to our survey in
support of this system

And as we heard earlier, and | believe that
sone residents will probably speak to, is that the
cost to the custoner of this systemis a huge --
wi Il be a huge financial burden. This is an area
that went through two major hurricanes, had seven
or eight feet of stormsurge. People are
rebui l ding their houses. People are recovering
fromthat, and the idea of having to pay an
up-front fee of -- we estimate to be close to
40, 000. Even if you use the nunbers provided by
the utility it would be over $20,000 per househol d,
in addition to what they are | ooking at for harm
fromthe storns is just an overwhel m ng financi al
burden and woul d be unjust.

The rates that are calculated are not fair and
reasonabl e, and for that -- those reasons, we
oppose the proposed utility.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

Pal m | sl and.

MR. KELSKY: Thank you.

| won't reiterate what | said earlier today

because it's going to be the sanme, and | inmagine
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it's going to be the sane for what you hear from
the rest of -- or at |east the overwhel m ng
majority of the people that are here.

The testinony in the record that was admtted,
prefiled testinony, PlIE consists of about 240
househol ds, represented by 390 individuals, the
overwhel mng majority of which are opposed to
sewer. Coupled with the fact that there has been
no testing, and the mmj or concession on, that |
believe, is seven percent full-tinme resident rate,
along with the fact that there has never been an
extrapol ati on based upon that | ow percentage of
full-tinme residents, renders the underlying science
unrel i abl e and not believable.

And, again, there is no need. The PSC heard
this in 2022, and cane up with that sane
conclusion, that it's the sane application, and
they had the sane opportunities as they did then
that they didn't take advantage of now. No
testing. There is no need, and | think you wl|
here that over and over again and | don't need to
say anything el se.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.

M5. COTHERVMAN. | just -- | think you wll be
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heari ng sone nore detail fromthe residents, but
other than that, ditto for ne.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.

Ckay. Are there any elected officials that
Wi sh to speak that are here?

kay. So, now, Conmm ssioner Passidono Smth
Is going to call three at a tine. As you notice,
there is two seats right here by the podium That
way so we are not always waiting for sonmebody to

get up and nake their way up here.

The first person she calls will be at the mc,
the next person wll be the first chair, and the
next person will be the next chair. And so we w ||

try torun this efficiently as possibly so we can
just kind of click along. | amdoing this for your
good as nmuch as our good, and we neke sure we hear
as much as we can from everybody that's here, as
efficiently as we possibly can.

So before we do all of that, we need to swear
you all in. So anybody that plans on speaking
today, if | can get you to stand up, hold up your
ri ght hand.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Once again, we wi |l not have

any cl appi ng.

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



16

N

oat h.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

(Wher eupon, Chai rman Graham adm ni stered the

)

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO SM TH: Al right. So
the -- and | amgoing to just apol ogize up front.

My mai den nane i s Passidono, so | understand about
butchering last nanes. | amso sorry if | say it
Wrong, SO correct nme when you get to the podiumif
| pronounce your name w ong.

So we have got -- our first tinme nanmes are
going to be Guy Batsel, Art Flatau, and then CGuy
Hur st .

So M. Batsel, you are first.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR. BATSEL: Menbers of the Comm ssion, ny
nane is GQuy Batsel. | ama |lifelong resident of
Florida, and I noved to Charlotte County in 1971.
At that tine, there were 27,000 people in this
county, and nost of them used septic tanks. There
were very few central utilities, devel oped
utilities, Englewod and Punta Gorda had sewage
treatnent plants.

In the 1970s, as you know, those of you who
are old enough, a truth about septic tanks becane

public know edge. Septic tanks leach into the
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1 aquifer and into the adjoining waters that surround
2 them causing a degradation of those waters.

3 That truth has been known since the 1970s. In
4 fact, in 1980, when the commttee to draft the

5 first conprehensive plan in Charlotte County was

6 appoi nted, of which | was a nenber, there was

7 speci fic | anguage in the conprehensive plan which
8 di scouraged the proliferation of septic tanks in

9 Charlotte County, and that |anguage renains.

10 My wife and I have owned properties on the

11 barrier islands on Boca Gande, Little Gasparilla,
12 Don Pedro and Kni ght Islands, from 1979 to 2011.

13 We currently are the current owner of a beach front
14 lot on Little Gasparilla. So we are famliar with
15 the issues of these barrier islands.

16 It seens to ne it's a matter of comon sense.
17 Your septic tanks do what they are supposed -- what
18 they are set to do, there is a need for a central
19 sewage service on the island.

20 Now, in the recent years, there have been two
21 bills passed by the Legislature, | believe it's

22 Senate Bill 712 and House Bill 1379. Those two

23 bills discourage septic tanks on the barrier

24 i sl ands, provide $100 million for the acquisition
25 of lands and for the support of barrier island

premier-reporting.com
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utilities. And as | recall, Governor DeSantis has
approp -- has given $30 mllion in grants and | oans
to barrier island utilities to centralize sewer
servi ce.

| have known Jack and Di anne Boyer for 40
years. Jack has operated Little Gasparilla Water
Conpany for that period of tine. So he has the
experience to operate this utility as well.

CHAl RMVAN GRAHAM M. Batsel, thank you for
your many. Hold on for any cross-exam nation.

MR, FRI EDVAN:  No.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Any questions?

Sir, thank you very.

COMWM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO SM TH: Al right. So
M. Flatau, and then M. Quy Hurst. And then
Andrew Hagelin, you are on third.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR. FLATAU. Hello. M nane is Art Flatau. |
have been a honeowner on LG since 1987. W
started comng to Charlotte Harbor from Tanpa to
fish in the md-'70s. Qur first hone was mainly
used on the weekends, late evening arrivals wth ny
children, wal king fromthe bayside to the beach
house t hrough ankle deep water with a snell of

sewage was not unusual during the sumrer rainy
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season. The septic tanks for that hone was
partially exposed, the one that we bought, and
requi red replacing a decade | ater when we sold the
house so we can build our final resting place. |
di d not recognize this as a probl em during
ownership as there is no snell or sign of |eakage,
but realized at the tine that we sold, | should
probably have fixed it sooner.

Qur new home was built in 2010 and required
installation of an aerated septic system which
cost, at that tine, $25,000. That's in $2,010. It
could be twce that nmuch now. Wwo knows? And
requires yearly state inspection at a cost of $400.
Mai nt enance i ssues have not been unusual, requiring
repair primarily of the aerator system

Recent hurricanes exposed the drain field
floating the cover off. The cenent take all owed
seawater and sand into the tank, requiring renoval
of the sane. Qur current home is built on one of
t he hi ghest elevations on LA PA, four feet above
sea level. It | didtw to three feet in ny
property with a posthole digger, | hit water, | hit
the water table.

W heard today froman expert w tness that you

need two feet of unsaturated soil below the drain
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field. The pipe is four inches in dianeter. It
needs to be buried in six to nine inches. That's a
total of three feet one inch. That |eaves zero
roomfor error. And during the rainy season, or
king high tide, all of the earth is absolutely
saturated. | believe this is a major contributing
factor to septic failure on LAd.

It's hard to believe that septic systemrunoff
doesn't infiltrate the water table, allow ng
harnful nutrients and bacteria into the water
surrounding our island. | believe the majority of
LE@ homeowners, if honest, would admt to
W t nessi ng mal functioning septic systemat sone
point in tinme, either visually or olfactory sense.

As far as the environnentally inpact of fully
functioning septic systens, | believe the
Gasparilla Sound fishery has taken a significant
hit. In the '80s and '90s, a trip to Bull Bay or
Turtl e Bay would renown God's stock, nore
frequently result in catch and rel ease of 30 to 40
redfish. 1In fact, duration those years, Tom
McCune, may he rest in peace, the well-known Tanpa
Tri bune sports witer, would yearly arrange and
chronicle the Scott Mdore Guided Redfish trip with

the Bucks head football coach to Bull Bay and
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Turtl e Bay.

A couple short stories. One night, while
fishing in the early '90s, | ran aground on a grass
flat just southeast of the intercoastal waterway in
the channel leading to Gasparilla Marina. | junped
out of the boat and grabbed the bow Iine and began
pul ling us into deeper waters. M friend shined a
light into the water, and what | saw anazed ne.
Literally hundreds of pairs of gold eyes staring
back at ne, the flat was absolutely covered in
shri np.

Anot her night, | went to the phosphate di ke on
the southern part of Boca G ande, where | watched
| ocals dip crab nets into the outgoing tide
catching beautiful blue crabs as fast as they could
dip their net. Does is anyone really think our
wat er remai ns as productive?

| met |ocal guide Jeff Totten shortly after
lan. We were neighbors at Gasparilla Marina. Jeff
gui des here and in the Florida Keys. | asked him
at that time about septic-to-sewer conversion. He
told nme the remarkabl e result they experienced in
the Keys where, in short tinme after their
septic-to-sewer conversion, the canal waters becane

pristine. The results seen in the Keys has becone
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1 the poster child for septic-to-sewer conversion. |
2 strongly urge anyone not famliar wth these

3 results to sinply search on-line Florida Keys

4 septic-to-sewer conversion.

5 Recently, we spoke again regarding the | ocal

6 waters --

7 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Art, thank you for your

8 testinony. Hold on for any cross-exam nation.

9 MR. FRI EDMAN:  None.

10 M5. CHARTI ER- HOGANCAMP:  None.

11 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

12 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  After M. Hur st
13 goes, Andrew Hagelin, you are next, then Jeannie

14 Janes, then Brittany Essig? Essig? Thank you.

15 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Sir, your nane for the

16 record, please.

17 PUBLI C COMVENT

18 MR, HURST: Quy Hurst. | live on LA, and |
19 am-- | don't want the new sewer system And what
20 we didn't tal k about today, all the experts talking
21 about, is the service that we are going to get. So
22 here's what we get with the water service right now
23 with these sane peopl e:

24 On the 8th of August, | get a neno going,

25 guess what, your rates are going to being
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i ncreasing effective July. So we get notice
after-the-fact. So we have already spent water and
they go, oh, well, we are just -- tough luck. So
we got -- our bill showed up. W got the higher
rate fromJuly, even though we never got notice of
it until end of -- it's amazing.

It says: The rate will be approximtely 2.85
percent nore. So they don't even give you the real
rate. Then you get your bill, and it's not good.
The service with this conpany is bad.

The other thing that is annoyi ng about the way
they run the place is that they are required under
federal law to have -- establish rul es agai nst
identity theft as part -- because they are a
utility, to have these rules, both under field | aw
and | think under Florida | aw too.

So the -- | changed ny nailing address to a
post office box. Wallah, all of a sudden | start
getting -- when | entered ny appearance, | only
left my LA address. | didn't give them ny post
of fice box. So I changed ny address and told the
wat er conpany, here is ny new address. Wallah, |
start getting fromthis other conpany now. They
gave away ny address to the new conpany that's

starting. So then they are the treating us like
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1 supposed to. They are not paying attention to

2 detail. That's what we are going to get. And it's
3 not good servi ce.

4 The other thing I want to gripe about is |

5 made a speci al appearance for this case because |

6 t hi nk the Comm ssion should |look at its notices. |
7 nmean, | was an attorney in the state of Okl ahona

8 and did a bazillion adm nistrative hearings, and |
9 t hi nk your notice is not good enough to pass due

10 process laws. Look at it, it's mailed out -- there
11 is no certificate. It doesn't have who you are, or
12 anything on the letter that's sent to us. It |ooks
13 like junk mail. The first one cane in a trifold

14 t hrowaway piece of junk mail. | think this next

15 time, it cane in an envelope mailing. It doesn't
16 show a | awyer, or you are getting sued, or there is
17 $40, 000 comi ng out of your account because of sone
18 sewer thing. It just says, good luck. There is a
19 service comng to us.

20 So | think you guys ought to | ook at that,

21 because if this gets -- | amgoing to keep stil

22 appearing specially. And if it goes to where you
23 give themthe right to appeal and stuff, | am going
24 to say -- ask the judge to send it back and start
25 all over, because we -- | have never been served
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1 the notice, the initial notice, because LA has no

2 -- the rule says by regular mail. There is no

3 regular mail on the LA. W have to have it

4 sonewhere el se because we don't get mail.

5 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

6 Any cross-examn nation?

7 Thank you for your testinony.

8 MR, HURST: Thank you.

9 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Brittany Essi g,
10 you are third up, so you can --

11 PUBLI C COMVENT

12 MR, HACELIN. Comm ssioners. M nane is

13 Andrew Hagelin. | aman LA resident.

14 Wiy am | here? | just was |l ooking for answers
15 really. | kind of wanted to know, after five years
16 of hul |l abal oo on the island about what -- about the
17 sewer system what is the problen? Wat's the

18 proposed solution to the problenf? What evidence is
19 there that the solution is going to actually solve
20 the problen? Maybe principally, who bears the cost
21 of paying for the problen? And -- | didn't even

22 touch it. Thanks.

23 Finally, what is the benefit to those of us

24 who are going to pay?

25 Unfortunately, | sat here all day and | really

premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



26

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

haven't heard a | ot about what the problemis. |
heard sonet hi ng about nitrates, seagrass, you know,
that sort of thing. But |I haven't really heard
anything tying septic tanks for sure to those

I ssues.

There is a |ot of science out there, you know,
studies, and all that that m ght tangentially
connect it, but it doesn't elimnate other
probl ens, and, you know, it's not definitive,
especially with the red tide, as we all knowit's
bei ng debat ed every whi ch way.

As far as what is the proposed solution? It's
kind of a noving target. It seens pretty fuzzy for
me. | understand there is sonme reasons for that,
but I would sure |like to know how the proposed
solution is going to affect me and ny nei ghbors.

What evidence is there that the sewer system
Is going to solve the problem since? W are not
real sure what the problemis, it's kind of hard to
say whether it's going to solve it or not. It
probably will reduce nitrates. Not that nitrates
are the worst thing in the world.

Who bears the cost of inplenmenting it? Well,
we hear that, you know, the service is going to pay

for it, and all that, but 100 percent of the cost
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is going to be borne by the honmeowners. 100
percent. And that's, you know, planning,
operating, constructing, and installing in our
houses, which for ne requires replacing ny entire
el ectrical panel, because after the hurricane, when
| tried to put in another circuit, they said, nope,
you can't do it, so, you know, and then they wanted
$3, 800.

So what do | get for the noney that | pay?
Whet her it's $30, 000 or $50, 000, or, you know, in
total, I amnot sure what | get to tell you the
truth. | don't see anything functioning any better
t han what | have got.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

| just want to make the announcenent that it
Is six o' clock, and this is the official tinme that
we are supposed to start. | wll ask one nore tine
if there is any elected officials that are here
that want to speak? | normally like to bring them
up first, because |I know there speaking for a | ot
of people in the office. |If there is none, then we
wi Il continue on. Thank you.

Any questions? No.

UNI DENDI FI ED SPEAKER: W can't hear back

her e.
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1 MR, FRI EDMAN.  Commi ssi oner Graham coul d you
2 maybe rem nd people that they need to sign in in

3 case they cane in on this other side over here?

4 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM W have the sign-in just

5 i nside the door over here if you need to sign in,

6 I f you haven't so far

7 Ma'am if you can just get a little closer to
8 t he m crophone when you speak.

9 PUBLI C COMVENT

10 M5. JAMES: Can you hear ne?

11 CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Yes.

12 M5. JAMES. Can you hear ne?

13 Ckay, ny nane is Jeannie Janes. | have been a
14 part-time resident on Don Pedro, Palmlsland,

15 Kni ght Island for 30 years, ny husband and |I. W
16 have gone through the two hurricanes, three

17 hurri canes, Charley. |In the norning, | amjust

18 going to concur that it does take our trades over
19 an hour to get on the island, and a good i sl and

20 forget off the island, that we are paying for their
21 time standing in line. kay, this is not the tine
22 to be putting any extra burden on the barge system
23 This is also an extra financial burden. For
24 t hose of us who have flood insurance, and built to
25 code, we found out that national flood insurance
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1 covers little to nothing for our repairs, and which
2 we are all -- the whole island was conpletely

3 fl ooded during MIton. And it floods frequently

4 with a heavy storm This is not unusual for our

5 island to go under water. So we do have water

6 i ntrusion often.

7 Qur current septic systemis the ol d-fashioned
8 cement tank that was installed in 2018. And the

9 County required after -- before the five years tine
10 period, we were sent a certified letter to have our
11 tank enptied, and we had to show proof to the

12 County. So the County is doing sone naintenance or
13 managenent of our systens.

14 The thing that bothers ne -- well, the other
15 thing is we have a very toxic environnment being on
16 salt. In the six, eight -- six years, seven years
17 we have been there, | have had to replace the air
18 conditioner, my dish TV three tines. And during

19 MIlton, our water neter box was crushed during

20 MIton. The utility conpany had to cone out and

21 replace it. | believe those aren't buried any

22 deeper than what these pipes that are going to be
23 installed are going to be buried. And I fear that
24 they are going to really cause a |ot of danmage to
25 the island, because we -- we saw -- we saw utility
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boxes totally crunble.

The other thing that's real inportant to ne is
that we have a performance and paynent bond on this
project. | don't believe that has been addressed
today. A project -- a performance and paynent bond
protects the citizens, the vendors, the County.

We were in business, we have had to, many
tinmes, go after the paynent bond to get paid, and
we have gotten paid, but we have had the
performnce and paynent bond. The County, if they
were doing this project, would be required by | aw
to have a performance and paynent bond. Being a
private organi zati on, unless the County or the
PCS -- PSCrequires it, it's not. W feel that we
need is a performance and paynent bond to protect
us.

| have al ready gone through one instance where
we didn't have a performance and paynent bond and
had to pay twice to get things fixed, and this was
years |later woul d found out that we had no bond.

This island is natural. W want to keep it
natural. W want to protect our island. W want
to do what's right, but I don't think the systemis
what's right for us. | think we really,

unfortunately, need a regul ar sewer system
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Anything that is par vacuum that's not buried
deep, we have to protective of, there is no doubt
about that. But this system | don't believe, is
t he proper one.

And let's see, | don't -- | amtrying to nmake
sure if | covered everything. W don't have any
roads. | live on probably the only paved road on
that island, on the northern end of that island,
and we don't have a |l ot of roads to destroy.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Ms. Janes?

MS. JAMES: Yes.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Excuse ny ignhorance, what is
a performance and paynent bond?

M5. JAMES: A performance and paynent bond is
a bond taken out at an insurance conpany, and it
says that the developer is going to properly
performthe work. And if it's found out later, it
could be a couple years later, that they didn't
perform or sonething wasn't done right, we, the
payers, will not have to come out of pocket again.
The i nsurance conpany wll cover it.

Also, if they don't pay their vendors, and,
you know, there is no dispute that they are owed

the noney, they also help pay the vendors; or they,
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1 you know, pay the vendors, nake sure the payer --
2 the vendors are paid. Because the contractors
3 can't get performance and paynent bonds if they
4 have a bad record. |If you have a | ot of people
5 going after it and they have to pay out, you know
6 how i nsurance conpanies are, they are going to drop
7 you. You are not going to get the insurance. But
8 the performance and paynent bond in particular wll
9 protect the citizen that they only have to pay once
10 for this project and not twice. So to ne, it's
11 very inportant that we have one.
12 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.
13 Any questions of M. Janes?
14 Thank you, ma'am
15 MR. FRIEDMAN:. | have one quick question, are
16 you a nenber of PIE or LQ PA?
17 M5. JAMES. | just becane a nenber of PIE.
18 MR, FRI EDMAN.  Okay. Thank you.
19 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Beverly
20 Wl liams, you are on deck, and then Julie Im g,
21 your after her. So you can --
22 PUBLI C COMMENT
23 M5. ESSIG Ckay, and you did say ny |ast nane
24 right. Good job.
25 So this is Brittany Essig. | was not going to
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share, | was just going to read a letter, which I
amstill going to read. But just sitting here
today, | felt | had to share a few thoughts.

| know many of the people in this room they
wat ched me grow up. | grew up on Pal ml sl and,
since 1987, and actually lived there with ny kids,
ny three kids for quite a few years. | |live on the
mai nl and now, and ny husband wor ks on Pal m | sl and
every single day.

VW& have experienced, and we have seen
firsthand, what the septic system especially
t hrough these storns, | got to travel the island
after both stornms, and there was just septics
everywhere. There was poop everywhere. |It's
di sgusti ng.

After listening to today, and the testinonies
that were had, and the conversations, it feels |ike
it cones down to the noney, not the environnment. |
feel Iike the environnent is the nost -- and the
state is in charge of, you know, | feel like PIE is
really a big part of the environnent out there, and
| feel like it's comng down to the noney.

And then ny thought was, is that if, when the
time cones, when a honmeowner has to replace their

septic system and/or drainage field, that's going

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



34

1 to cost nore than if they actually were to connect
2 to sewer. So that, to ne, goes back to common

3 sense.

4 Those are ny thoughts. Thank you. | am now
5 going to read a letter fromthe Executive Director,
6 Jenni fer Hecker, from Coastal & Heartland Nationa
7 Estuary Partnership.

8 | amwiting only behalf of the Coastal &

9 Heartl|l and National Estuary Partnership, the CHNEP
10 to express our support for the proposed

11 septic-to-sewer upgrade on the barrier islands of
12 Charlotte County, Florida.

13 The SHNEP is an entity of, in the UA. ,

14 Environnental Protection Agency National Estuary
15 Program created by Section 320 of the C ean Water
16 Act. The CHNEP is of a partnership of local, state
17 and federal governnental entities, including

18 Charlotte County, as well as nongovernnental and
19 nat ural resource stakehol ders.

20 Qur mssion tois to unite central and

21 southwest Florida to protect and restore water and
22 wildlife, and the congressionally designated

23 estuaries of national significance and their

24 wat ersheds in central and sout hwest Florida.

25 Nat ural resource nmanagenent preservation and
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restoration activities undertaken by the CHNEP are
gui ded by our conprehensive conservation and
managenent plan, CCWP, devel oped and i npl enent ed
together with our partners.

The CCMP di scusses the objective action to
reduce water -- wastewater pollution, including
specifically to continue to inventory and nap
septic systens in the CHNEP area; support
conversion of septic systens to centralized
sanitary sewer systens; support and increase
sanitary sewer capacity to handle new inflows from
conver si ons; encourage regul ar mai ntenance and
I nspections of septic systens; encourage eval uation
and adoption of new nitrogen reducing septic system
technol ogy. The proposed septic-to-sewer upgrade
on the barrier islands of Charlotte County woul d be
to inplenenting this collectively goal -- this
col | ective goal

Recent dramatic seagrass declines -- oh, ny
time is up. M tinme is up. M tinme is up.

That was from Jenni fer Hecker, the Executive
Director of Coastal & Heartland National Estuary
Program

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Ma'am if you would like to

submt that letter to part of the record, we can do
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t hat .

M5. ESSIG Yeah, | think it's been submtted.
Yeah.

MR THOMPSON: It is part of the record
al ready.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Ckay. Thank you very nuch.

M5. ESSIG  Thank you.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Any questions on
Cross-exam nation?

Thank you very nuch for your testinony.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Dr. Ji m Dani el ,
you are third up, so you can nove up here.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. WLLIAMS: | have a handout, there is
actually two pages to it.

CHAl RVAN GCRAHAM  Hand it to staff over here.
Thank you.

M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you.

My nane is Beverly Wllians. | stand before
you today as a honeowner of Little Gasparilla
Island. | have been there since 2004, and | woul d
like to voice ny strong disapproval for the
proposed | ow pressure central sewer system
woul d i ke to make four points.

First, the |l ow pressure systemis considered
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1 by County officials as a systemof |ast resort.

2 The 2024 quarterly reports from Charlotte County

3 Utilities indicate that these systens are

4 responsi ble for over 51 percent of the sewer

5 spills, serving just 25 percent of the custoner

6 base. This is a significant concern for an island
7 i ke ours, which is prone to natural disasters such
8 as Hurricanes Helene and MIton, tightening the

9 risk for environnental damage.

10 Second, there is no evidence been provided in
11 the application to indicate the water quality in
12 | ower Lenon Bay, which surrounds Don Pedro, Palm
13 and Little Gasparilla Islands is degraded. 1In

14 fact, | possess a report fromthe Florida

15 Departnent of Environnental Protection fromtheir
16 final study rel eased August 2024, which concl udes
17 the waters are not classified as inpaired within
18 the South Basin area. Qur waters are not inpaired.
19 And within the BMAP area, this proposal seens
20 to ignore the Senate Bill 712 and the House Bil

21 1379, which mandates the resources be directed

22 t owar ds enhanci ng water quality in the designated
23 BMVAP areas, where inprovenents are critically

24 needed. G ven that |ower Lenon Bay does not

25 require such interventions, this project is
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unnecessary.

Earlier today, we were tal king about the areas
that were tested that were not in our areas. These
handouts that | gave you today were actually
testing in our area.

Third, there is no utility easenent on ny
property. M deed clearly states ny property
extends the entire wwdth of the utility, with no
rights granted -- the entire wdth of the island, I
amsorry, with no utility rights granted. And I
hand you out ny deed, which clearly states that.

| have seen a map fromthe EU that shows an
easenent on ny property. That easenent is only for
a road that has never been clained. That easenent
does not include any other use. | suspect that
EU s cl ai mof other easenents are the sane. | have
brought ny deed to show you the easenent is only
for the road. | strongly oppose any attenpt to
appropriate ny land for this system as it would
not only infringe upon ny property rights, but also
set a troubling precedent for the property owners
I sl and w de.

Finally, I would Iike to nention Florida
anendnent code rul e 18-21.4004 which di scourages

new i nfrastructure on unabridged barrier islands,
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unl ess established before Decenber 18th, 1990,
acknow edgi ng the i nherent ecol ogical risk and
potential for harm

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Ms. W Ii ans.

M5. WLLIAMS: Yes.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your -- thank
you for your testinony.

M5. WLLIAMS: Onh, tine is up. Al right.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Bri an Goodhead,
you are third up.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Once again, we don't need to
have the cl appi ng.

Ms. WIllianms, if you would cone back up here,
pl ease.

| f we have cl apping again, we are going to
take a 10-mnute break, and if we have it again, we
are going to adjourn the neeting tonight.

Ms. WIllians, would you like to submt this
stuff to the record?

M5. WLLIAMS: Sure.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Ckay. We will do that, is
it No. 747?

MR THOWPSON:. 74, yes.

CHAl RMAN GRAHAM  The witness w il be
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WIllianms. The description will be warranty deed
and ot hers.

MR THOMPSON: |'m not sure. How would you
descri be the chart?

M5. WLLIAMS: Well, it's Charlotte County
Utilities update to the Conm ssioners quarterly.
It's their quarterly update.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Ckay.

M5. WLLIAVS: To the County Comm ssioners.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you very mnuch.

Charter school are of a.

(Wher eupon, Exhibit No. 74 was marked for
i fication.)

MR FRIEDVAN. Ms. WIlians, are you a nenb
of PIE or LA PA?

M5. WLLIAMS: LG PA.

MR, FRI EDMAN.  How do you get your electricity

i f you don't have an easenent for -- except for

road to your property, how do you get electricity?

M5. WLLIAVS: Qur electricity is -- it goe
above.

MR. FRIEDVAN: |t goes over your property.

M5. WLLIAMS: (Nods head.)

MR. FRIEDMAN: So if the water |ine was --

sewer line we are tal king about went above your

er

S

or
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property, it wouldn't need an easenent ?

M5. WLLIAMS: Correct.

MR. FRI EDMAN. Ckay. | have no further
questions. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, Ms. WIIi ans.

| amsorry. | didn't nean to cut you off.

PUBLI C COMMENT

M5. IMG H. | amJulielmg -- 1 amJulie
I mg, and ny husband George Shopp and | own the
property at 9866 Little Gasparilla Island.

| just wanted to say thank you to everybody
that's here today. It feels |like we did this a
while ago, so it's good to see the faces and see
that the support, or |ack of support actually
continues on this, fromour island anyway.

| guess | don't have any, you know, data to
add, but | will say |I have just think we need to be
really practical, and I think we need to be, you
know, working with the realities of our island.
You have heard many, many argunents about both of
those things today, but it seens to ne like if --
you know, first of all, maybe we have a sol ution
wi thout a problem W haven't heard the problem
yet.

The second thing is, you know, we have a | ot

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



42

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of septic systens that are working, so it seenmns,

i ke, wasteful to ne to take down sonething that's
wor ki ng.  And, you know, if we have septic system
that are not working, | hope that we woul d | ook at
a range of options and choose, you know, the one
that is the | east disruptive, the nost
cost-effective and so forth. So | feel like it
woul d be ny preference if we were to consider a

wi der range of options.

In terms of just the realities of our island,
and especially on our property. So we are, | don't
know, maybe 10 or 15 houses in fromthe very end of
the island, and our property al so goes across the
island. So pull up in your boat, line up to the
dock, wal k to our house over a boardwal k. And then
I f you |l eave the back steps, it's dunes. There is
no road to it. There is no path. There is no
sidewal k. There is nothing. So |I can't inagine
how di sruptive it would be to dig up what we have,
you know, and do a whol e another installation. And
we are far fromthe only house in that situation.

Il wll email you guys a picture of an FPL
truck that cane to restore our electricity after
the stornms, and | think they were stuck in our back

yard for about four hours. You know, we are just
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not equi pped for that kind of equipnment. W need
to be practical. W need to have sol utions that
our island can bear.

That's all | have. Thanks.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am Hold on a
second.

Any questions?

MR. FRIEDVAN. Yes. Ma' am are you a nenber
of PIE of LA PA?

M5. IMG LA PA

MR, FRIEDVAN.  Okay. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your
testi nony.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Kevi n Macki n,
you are third.

PUBLI C COMVENT

DR. DANNEL: H . M nanme is Dr. Tim Daniel.
| aman active practicing Florida physician. |
took off work today to be here because this is
i nportant to ne.

My famly is -- ny wife was -- graduated
Veni ce Hi gh School. W are local. W have been on
the island for 30 years, honmeowners for 10. So |
don't know about sewage. |'mnot an expert, but I

deal with a lot of data in ny work, procedures,
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drugs, devices that have to be proven to be
effective before there are approved. Wat | heard
today, and | have been here all day, is |I have
heard everybody is biased here. They are biased.
They are biased. The scientific experts are

bi ased. | am confused.

| am an environnentalist, and | would ask each
of you maki ng these decisions to make this decision
on what you think is best for the environnment. And
it's confusing, because | heard one guy who seened
very credible, and has been the field a long tine
say there is irrefutable evidence, and | heard
another guy who is equally credible, in ny view,
say that there is not. That sonebody has got to be
ri ght and sonebody has got to be wong.

What | do knowis, if you don't have the
evi dence, you cannot not act on this. That's |ike
approving a device for surgery that nobody is quite
sure if they knowit's going to work or not. You
don't meke that deci sion.

What | do know is that no data has been
collected on this island. | would urge you to not
approve this until data has been collected froman
unbi ased source, an unpaid expert, then nake a

deci si on. Not now. This is all biased.
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1 The second point | want to nake is that | was
2 raised in Clearwater. And over ny youth, | saw

3 what happened to Cl earwater Beach and Sand Key

4 Beach, okay. |If you are not famliar with those,
5 there used to be pristine beaches, unspoiled, just
6 natural beautiful. And nowif you go to C earwater
7 Beach and Sand Key Beach, there is nothing but

8 condos.

9 A |l ot has been di scussed about the

10 environnment, and | urge you to do what's right for
11 the environnment. | know that if we get central

12 sewer, there is going to be condos. That is a

13 beautiful island. There wll be foreign investors
14 who cone in and buy up properties, w pe them out
15 and build condos. It will be good for the County
16 and terrible for the island.

17 This is a very special island. There is

18 nothing like it in the state of Florida. MW wfe
19 and | | ooked all around, we found this island, we
20 bought. It's very pristine. It's very fragile.
21 We just got slamred with hurricanes. | can't

22 afford this, even the $20, 000, which | don't

23 bel i eve.

24 And the last thing | will say is, | ama

25 surgeon and | just had major surgery. |If | am
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1 going to have surgery, | amnot going to let a
2 surgeon who hasn't done this procedure before do ny
3 surgery. | wll leave did at that.
4 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, Dr. Daniel. Hold
5 on a second for a question.
6 MR, FRI EDMAN.  ARE YOU A nenber of PIE or
7 LG PA?
8 DR. DANI EL: Yes.
9 MR. FRI EDMAN. Wi ch one?
10 DR. DANIEL: PIE
11 MR, FRIEDVAN. Okay. Did you file witten
12 obj ections?
13 DR DANIEL: Yes, | did.
14 MR, FRIEDVAN. Ckay. And did you send your
15 objections, as PIE indicated, to all five
16 Conmm ssi oners?
17 DR. DANIEL: You bet | did. And | wll say
18 one thing to add to that. Using the nunbers that
19 EU provided today, there is 810 honmes on the
20 island. Ckay, if you average two adults per hone,
21 that's over 1,600 people. He got 79 letters. |
22 woul dn't be braggi ng about that.
23 MR, FRIEDMAN. Al right. So you are saying
24 there is only 79 letters in the PSC docket?
25 DR. DANIEL: | amsaying, fromwhat | heard
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today, he said there was | ess than 100 letters that
he had in his hand that he produced for evidentiary
-- evidence here today.

MR. FRI EDVAN.  Ckay.

DR. DANIEL: There is over -- that's from over
1,600 on average, that's not good statistics.

MR. FRIEDVAN.  Well, that's not what we are
tal ki ng about, but thank you.

DR. DANIEL: You bet.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Davi d Cohen,
you are third.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Sir, wel cone.

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR. GOODHEAD: Hello. Can | start?

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Yes, sorry.

MR, GOODHEAD: Sorry, | got an ear infection

and | can't hardly hear nyself talk, and | can't

hear well, so ny voice is a little scratchy.
My nane is Brian Goodhead. | ama full-tine
resident on Don Pedro Island, 53 Palm | have been

here for about four years full tinme, and | have
been comng to the island since the m d-1980s.
So | guess the nain question | really want to

ask is why are we all here again wasting
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everybody's tine and resources on this issue? The
I ssue has al ready been anal yzed and eval uated by
everyone, and a sinple conclusion was already
reached. There is absolutely no need what soever
for this. None of the residents want it, and have
al ready voi ced our opinions indicating such because
there is no hard data that indicates there is any
reason to have it. So again, why are we doi ng
here? Wiy is this being pushed on us, when the
peopl e have made their voices clear that this is
not wanted, and sci ence has established that there
IS no need. Perhaps sonebody here is tell
everybody here, why are we here again, and why is
this comng up again? W would -- | would really
like to ne know nysel f.

So secondly, if there was any enpirical data
suggesting that there are environnmental risks
regardi ng sewage, then why wouldn't the County be
providing this considering because there is extrene
tax noney we pay out there on the island.
Taxpayers on the mainland are getting sewage and
many ot her services for their noney, services that
are not made available to us on the island, water
service is just one exanple of a County service

that was already privatized for us. So now we are
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supposed to want yet another service that is
privatized? Again where are our tax dollars going?
That's a whol e ot her.

Besi des no one wanting or needing this, there
is still a glaring lack of any conprehensive
busi ness plan, any consistent or accurate costing
details, especially any industry experience, which
are all a disaster waiting to happen.

The i nexperience alone with the construction
aspects of such an undertaking woul d be devastating
to our pristine island environnent. Not to
nmention, the County is going to allow this
I nexperienced conpany to install a |ow pressure
system which are synonynous with epic failures and
mai nt enance ni ghtmares. The County itself does not
install these systens any | onger because of these
i nherent and wel | - known design flaws. However,
it's good enough for the people on Don Pedro and
Little Gasparilla to deal with? This is the
nessage that we are getting here.

So once agai n, not wasting any nore words, we
have al ready beaten this horse to death the | ast
time we did this, everyone here seen and has access
to all the docunentation and data provided the

first time around, so | amnot going to rehash
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every reason why this was found to be sonet hing
that is not needed or viable. Qur attorneys here
have already had to rehash all the details today
with all of you again, so | know all of you

under stand t hese reasons clearly.

So people please, let's use sonme common sense
and reasonability here and put this house -- horse
out of its msery. It was denied the first tine,
so we deny it again, and let the people on the
i sland enjoy our linmes and not have to keep wasting
our tinme and noney fighting agai nst such exploitive
and noney- gr abbi ng agendas.

Thank you very nmuch for your tine.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your
testi nony.

Any questions?

MR. FRIEDMAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or
LA PA?

MR, GOCDHEAD: Yes.

MR, FRIEDVAN. Al right. Thank you.

MR, GOODHEAD: That you, sir.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Joseph Krosl ak,
you are third.

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR, MACKIN:. Hi there. Can you hear ne okay?

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



51

1 CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Yes.

2 MR MACKIN:. Good. M nane is Kevin Mckin.

3 | have been a resident of Palmlsland since 1999.

4 | have al so been -- okay. | have been a resident

5 of Palmlsland, actually Don Pedro, for -- since

6 1999. | have also been a real estate agent there

7 for the full 25 years.

8 Every one of the hones that | have sold, which
9 have been in the hundreds, was one of the mandatory
10 things that | did was to have septic inspections as
11 often as | did honme inspections. | was al ways

12 on-site doing all ny inspections on behalf of ny

13 custonmer. So when the truck arrived, | was there.
14 When they opened it up, | was there. Wen they

15 left, I was there. And we found that they are a

16 state certified conmpany, which very good standi ng,
17 and their reports, 90 plus percent of the tine, is
18 functioning as designed. So they are worKking.

19 Thank you very nuch.

20 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir. Hold on for
21 a questi on.

22 MR, FRI EDMAN:  Where did you get your

23 statistics that 90 percent are operating just fine?
24 COURT REPORTER. |I'msorry, | can't hear you.
25 MR, MACKIN:. [I'msorry. 1'mused to |ooking
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1 at peopl e when they are tal king.
2 MR. FRIEDVAN: Are you a nenber of PIE or
3 LG PA?
4 MR. MACKIN:. PIE.
5 MR. FRI EDMAN: Thank you.
6 CHAl RMAN GRAHAM  Sir, if | can get you to
7 repeat the answer you gave in the first one.
8 MR, MACKIN:. What was that, to the question
9 how | did find those statistics?
10 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Yes.
11 MR, MACKIN:. Through ny own practices from
12 bei ng on | ocation, and being aware of how many
13 probl ens we have and don't have personally.
14 CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.
15 The court reporter didn't get it the first
16 time. | just wanted to nmake sure she got it.
17 MR MACKIN:  Ckay.
18 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you.
19 MR, MACKIN: Thank you.
20 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Don Schul t z,
21 you are third.
22 PUBLI C COMMENT
23 MR, COHEN: Ckay, can you hear ne okay?
24 CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Yes.
25 MR, COHEN: My nane is David Cohen. | have
premier-reporting.com
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had a residence on the island since 1990, and
becane a full-tinme resident in '95.

| received a letter fromEU earlier this
nont h, and | disagree request several itens. It
states that the cost per hone estinmated at 18, 000.
Very good. We have heard a | ot of testinony about
how nuch it's going to cost fromtheir point of
view. The only thing that's inportant to us here
in the audience is how nmuch it's going to cone out
of nmy pocket. It doesn't matter if | am paying the
County or | am paying EU, the estinated costs are
appr oachi ng $40, 000, which is a ridicul ous anpount
of noney.

Is EUwIlling to guarantee the total cost of
honmeowner ship of the total cost to honmeowners is
limted to 18,000, and to absorb any of these
additional costs that they are not including in the
total cost? No.

It states m nimal disruption due to virtua
boring. Maybe conpared to other nmethods, but in no
way will it be mnimal. Many roads are single |ane
with no defined right-of-way, and the roads are
sand, not asphalt or even dirt.

The EU m ssion statenent of protecting the

environnment is in stark contrast to the proposed
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system Charlotte County no | onger pronotes |ow
pressure systens. It is a neasure of |ast resort
in conpleting existing projects only. This is due
to high mai ntenance costs and di sproportionate
spillage that our waterways. Even |eaks that do
not nmake it into the waterway w Il inpact |ocal
wildlife. There are safer and nore econoni ca

nmet hods, which you heard many ti nes.

One of the testinonies | heard today was now
woul d be a great time for the utility to cone in
and cone due to damage fromthe hurricane. | found
this extrenely disturbing. Wstra, a utility
conpany that has decades of sewer system experience
in Florida, is in the mdst of a $30 mllion
project to renove a | ow pressure water systemin
Manat ee County due to its conplete failure due to
those surges we just experienced in our last two
hurri canes.

W heard testinony that the canisters that
will hold the grinder should be fine in the
saltwater environnent if they don't get saltwater
in them You probably heard everyone |augh in the
audi ence. The island was under water. There is no
reason to believe that the entire system woul dn't

be exposed to a saltwater environnent.
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1 Septic tanks on the island are not the issue.
2 Even an event that |eads to nmany septic system

3 failures pales in conparison to the huge potentia

4 for a central sewer spillage.

5 EU s letter further stated that prohibits

6 hi gh-rise devel opnent. This is |aughable given the
7 hi story of devel opnent on the islands in Florida.

8 Zoni ng changes are a political fact, build it and

9 they will cone. Speaking of zoning, the entire

10 project is of latent effort to circunvent the

11 exi sting restrictions on seaward i sl ands.

12 Through the use of a | egal | oophole, the

13 County says they can't do it but a private utility
14 can. Nudge. Nudge. Wnk. Wnk. Al conpared by
15 saying it's not a local mnority fighting this

16 effort. You have seen the audience here, the vast
17 majority are wearing these little synbols here.

18 This is a broad-based desire for a different

19 solution when and if a probl em has been

20 scientifically proven to exist.

21 The use approach is a bad solution, and puts
22 the entire burden on citizens w thout providing

23 guaranteed financi al assistance, project conpletion
24 or project oversight, the granting of EU s request
25 woul d be a public disservice.
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| ama nenber of PIE, and | wote proudly all
of the letters to the Cerk and the conmm ssi oners.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM M. Cohen, | need for you to
repeat that so that --

MR COHEN: | ama nenber of PIE. | did wite
to the Conm ssion and to each one of the
Conm ssi oner s.

MR, FRI EDMAN. And you sent about seven or
ei ght are separate letters.

MR. COHEN: | sent to each Comm ssioner and to
the Clerk, I sent two different letters, to ny
recol | ection, or maybe three.

MR, FRIEDMAN. Al right. So if the nunber
was seven, you wouldn't be surprised?

MR COHEN: Yes.

MR. FRIEDVAN. All right. But you sent one to
ever ybody?

MR COHEN: | amsorry?

MR. FRI EDMAN.  You sent one to each
Comm ssioner and to the Clerk, and you did that how
many tinmes?

MR COHEN: It's either two or three. | don't
recal |l .

MR, FRI EDVMAN:  Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



57

1 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH: Joe Coner, you

2 are third.

3 PUBLI C COMMENT

4 MR, KROSLAK: (Good evening. |It's an honor to

5 be here. Thank you for this opportunity. | am

6 here to represent ny famly. M nane is Joe

7 Krosl ak. W own a honme on LG, and al so property

8 t here.

9 It takes a special breed to live out on this
10 island. And also with that cones a drive, and a
11 passion, and a fire within us to protect our
12 lifestyle, protect our way of |life and our
13 surroundi ngs.

14 So | have been here with you guys today, bear
15 with nme, and being here with you guys, and

16 listening for all the things | have |istened to, |
17 have | ost ny voice. But, you know, | was al so

18 t hi nki ng, when we do any projects on our own

19 personal level, we like to know how nuch it costs
20 us. That's one of the things we check into to see
21 what's it going -- can we afford it? Wuat's it

22 going to cost us? This we don't know. W have no
23 idea in listening to all the input today. But | do
24 know it's going to be a |ot of noney.

25 And | started to think, and | was kind of
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1 worried because |I'mworried about my children's and
2 my grandchildren's inheritance. Wat | don't want
3 to dois | don't want to flush it down the toil et
4 and into the sewer system That's -- | don't want
5 to.

6 So | am asking you, you have a lot of --

7 Conm ssi oners, you have a |l ot of weight resting on
8 you have shoul ders, and | just hunbly ask that you
9 put yourselves in our shoes and just consider where
10 we are at right now.

11 Thank you.

12 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your

13 testinony. Hold on for --

14 MR, FRI EDVAN:  Yeah, | just want to ask that
15 guestion, the sane question. Are you a nenber of
16 PIE or LG PA?

17 MR, KROSLAK: Yes, sir, both.

18 MR, FRI EDMAN.  Okay. Thank you.

19 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

20 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Pete Stimmel ,
21 you are third.

22 PUBLI C COMMENT

23 MR, SCHULTZ: Hi, ny nane is Don Schultz. M
24 and ny wi fe bought a house at 80 PalmDrive on

25 Kni ght 1sland, and we have spent now ni ne years
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with that house, two hurricanes. M wife is a CPA
She worked for Pfizer for 35 years. | am an
accountant, Western M chigan University, and | had
real state brokers license, builders license, |
owned a Christmas tree farm and | also finished ny
career as Cimax Townshi p supervisor in M chigan.
Now, being the supervisor of Cimax Township
automatically made ny wife the First Lady of i max
Townshi p.

W have been through this before, and | was
pretty happy with the outconme. | haven't seen any
data or the need for a sewer system One of the
gentl emen who spoke before ne said that all of the
parties who are expert witnesses were paid. | find
that's not true. The one for PIE, with a Ph. D
fromthe University of Mam was not paid.

The letter | sawin a newsletter fromPIE this
sumrer was a letter fromthat gentleman and his
wife. | think she's an attorney for the EPA |
have was so inpressed, and | wish | had that
letter, and | am sure you do sonewhere.

The sewer system proposed by EU is wong.

It's a wong systemfor the islands. And a vacuum
system rather than a | ow pressure system woul d

pull water fromthe intercoastal as opposed to us
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pushing raw sewage into the intercoastal. W Ilike
it here. W would like to stay here. But having a
hurri cane and a sewer proposed every two years is
di sconforting.

Thank you.

MR. FRIEDMAN.  Are you a nenber of PIE or
LG PA?

MR, SCHULTZ: | am a nenber of PIE and gl ad of

MR. FRI EDMAN: Thank you.

MR. SCHULTZ: You're wel cone.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Frank
Canpoanor, you are on third.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR. COVER  Good evening. M nane is Joe
Conmer. Marshall Franklin and | have a place at
8934 Gulf streamon LQ.

W appreciate you all taking the tine to cone
down to hear about our island and our concerns.
The main concern is we do not want a central sewer
systemfollow LA . You have our two-page letter,
dated April 23rd last year, enunerating in details
our concern regarding this application, which is

too long to be repeated here.
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LA is very special. The only way to get to
L@ is by boat. W like it that way. There are no
public docks, and we like it that way. There are
no roads, only sandy paths just w de enough for the
enpty ole truck. W like it that way. There are
no commercial establishnments. W like it that way.
W pay a ot of taxes with mninml services in
return. We like it that way. Everyone has a
septic systemthat works. W like it that way, and
we do not want to see it change. It works. Wy
try to fix it? Oten, when this happens, things
get wor se.

Fromall the technical testinony you have
heard, it seens there has been no established need
to replace the septic systens. Wat are we
pol luting? Were is the snell? Were do you see
the solids floating in the bay? | haven't. Have
you been to LA to see for yourselves? | would be
happy to give you a lift in ny boat.

Then it's the noney, or should | say follow
t he noney? $17,000 to $50,000 is on the table for
what each custoner would pay for a new sewer
system plus who knows what per nonth afterwards.
After lan, Helene and the final blow, MIlton, we

are all tapped out. W have spent thousands of
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1 dollars on cleanup and repairs that are ongoi ng and
2 seem never ending. Mre than two dozen hones were
3 totally destroyed, and our |andscape totally

4 changed.

5 | don't understand the econom cs nodel, where
6 a business collects its capital fromthe custoner

7 in order to nmake a profit. No conmpetition. No

8 custonmer choices. | think Charlotte County has

9 abdi cated their responsibility to the citizens of
10 LA, and hope you will agree that to change out the
11 sewer systemon LG is not needed, or suggest that
12 scientists and experts study the situation and

13 decide if necessary, to conme up with an engi neered
14 econom ¢ solution, not just an unvetted conpany

15 solution. Follow the noney.

16 Thank you.

17 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Sir, what's your profession?
18 MR. COVER | am a navel architect and marine
19 engi neer.

20 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  When you speak in the

21 m crophone, | can visualize what you are sayi ng,

22 and | like it that way.

23 Any questions?

24 MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or

25 LA PA?
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1 MR COVER | am a nenber of LA PA, and |

2 support it.

3 MR, FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.

4 MR COVER And | wote letters.

5 MR. FRI EDMAN:.  Yep, how many did you wite?

6 MR COVER | wote one letter.

7 MR. FRI EDMAN. Ckay. Thank you.

8 MR COVER And | sent it to every one of the
9 Conmi ssi oners.

10 MR, FRIEDVAN. Okay. Thank you.

11 MR, COVER: Just like I would do for Congress.
12 | don't send it to just ny representative. | send
13 It to every representative in Congress, because

14 they need to hear fromne personally, not through
15 sone cl erk.

16 MR. FRI EDMAN:.  Thank you.

17 MR. COVER  Thank you.

18 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir, for your

19 testi nony.

20 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH: Al right.

21 Frank Canpoanor, you are on deck, and Karyn Fl atau,
22 you are third.

23 PUBLI C COMVENT

24 MR, STIMVEL: Hello, everyone.

25 Capitalismand we the people. Wat's nore

premier-reporting.com
Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



64

1 person than that? EU, despite having environnent al
2 inits nanme is not an environnental group. They

3 are a for-profit -- they are a for-profit,

4 I nvesting hundreds of thousands of dollars to

5 obtain a private utility wth the hopes of naking
6 mllions. That's okay. That's capitalism

7 We the people, the small group of islanders

8 are being asked to spend tens of mllions of

9 doll ars on a sewage project, a solution |ooking for
10 a problem |If you want to force us to fund this
11 endeavor, | think we should have the right to ask
12 for proper testing to prove its need. |If we need
13 to, then let's find a solution together.

14 Thank you.

15 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

16 COURT REPORTER: | can't hear you, sir.

17 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Sir, we need for you to

18 face --

19 MR. STIMVEL: | ama nenber of PIE, and | did
20 send out letters.

21 MR. FRI EDVAN.  How many letters?

22 MR. STIMVEL: One to everyone.

23 MR, FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.

24 CHAIl RVAN GRAHAM  What's t he nane?

25 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  That was Joe
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Comer, correct?

UNI DENDI FI ED SPEAKER: No. That wasn't Joe
Coner .

COW SSI ONER PASSIDOMO SMTH:  I"m sorry. W
are good. W are okay.

CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM Pl ease.

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR, CAMPOAMOR: Hi, can you hear ne okay?

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Yes.

MR, CAMPOAMOR: Ckay. Good evening. M/ nane
i s Frank Canpoanor. | have two properties on
Little Gasparilla Island, so I am making two
requests for wastewater service to ny properties.

So | have been comng to the island since
1978, so over 46 years. And | cone all year |ong.
| was, you know, talking to ny wife probably about
a year ago, and | have literally probably been to
the island 900 tines. So | have seen the
progression of stuff for the |last 46 years, so |
t hi nk, you know, not getting into a scientific
portion, | amjust going to tell you what ny eyes
and, you know, what | see.

So, you know, there has been a significant
deterioration in the water quality out there, and,

you know, | do believe it's probably sone fromthe
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1 septics on the island, probably sone fromthe

2 mai nl and. But, you know, ny issue is that, you

3 know, | know every square inch of that island. |
4 know where all the houses are. | know who they

5 are, and so forth. And | can, you know, | can

6 guarantee it that a |l ot of the septics have not

7 been properly maintai ned.

8 So nmaybe there were experts to hear. | drove
9 up from Napl es, you know, | didn't have a chance to
10 hear them but, you know, | don't think there is
11 going to be a lot of properly functioning septics
12 systens on the island, which, you know, so any

13 expert who was saying, you know, these septics

14 aren't creating a problem you know, naybe their
15 conclusion isn't necessarily accurate, because

16 there are a | ot nore sewage getting into the system
17 than to have those systens functioning properly.
18 And, you know, one thing | have seen over the
19 | ast probably eight to 10 years, where it's really
20 gotten worse, is the island was showased on a

21 coupl e of HGITV shows, which just brought a |ot of
22 Interest here. So these houses and the septic

23 systens are getting a |lot of use, and, you know,
24 that's just sonmething where the water quality has
25 really gotten even worse over the | ast seven to
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ei ght, nine, 10 years and stuff.

So, you know, if people are worried about the
envi ronnment, which I am and | think everybody
here, you know, if there isn't wastewater done,
these septic systens are going to have to be
surveyed by the County to see what's working and
stuff, because, you know, | feel that it is a
problem O course, the stormsurges certainly did
not, you know, help with that.

And, you know, | know cost is a big item here.
| get it. You know, | don't want to have to spend
extra noney, but if you do have to have your septic
system repl aced, | have tal ked to a couple of
contractors, it's going to be 30,000 or nore, which
I's, you know, likely going to be nore expensive
than to hook up to this wastewater plant.

And, you know, a |ot has been tal ked about
Jack, and the water he brought to the island. |
was on the against for that. Gkay. | did not want
it, mainly because of cost, but | was meking the
sanme argunents that you are hearing here today's.
And, you know, | ended up having ny hone renodel ed,
and | was grandfathered in with ny water, the well
water. And so | actually hooked up sooner than I

was supposed to wth the grandfathering. And | can
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tell you, it's been the best thing ever. | thought
Jack did a wonderful job. | even admtted to hima
time after that, because we sparred, Jack, ne and
his famly, we sparred after one of the County
Conmm ssi on hearings outside of the hearing room
And | admitted to himthat I was wong, that it's
been a very good thing, positive thing for the
island. And | feel that the wastewater thing wll
be a simlar positive, you know, thing for the
I sl and.

CHAl RMAN GRAHAM  Sir -- sir, thank you for
your testinony. Hold on see if there is any
guesti ons.

MR, FRI EDVAN:  No.

MR. CAMPOAMOR: Since | have two properties do
| get nore --

CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  No, sir.

MR, CAMPOAMOR: | don't? GCkay. Al right.

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.

MR. CAMPOAMOR: Worth a shot.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you very.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Art Kni ght en,
you are on deck. John Baird, you are after.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. FLATAU. M nane is Karyn Flatau, and |
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live on Little Gasparilla Island. W --

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Qui ck question for you.
Have you been sworn al ready?

M5. FLATAU.  Yeah.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM Ckay. | amjust trying to
figure out where that |ine was of people who have
been sworn.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Nobody i s
marked. | mght, just as a future reference, at
the bottom of the sheet, there is a box to nmark
that that will swear you in so, we will, yeah.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  kay. Sorry.

M5. FLATAU. Did you restart ny tinme?

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Yes.

M5. FLATAU. | live on Little Gasparilla
I sland, and | have lived there for 15 years ful
time. Only hone all year long. And I -- we --
when we built our houses, we had put in an aerator
system The first three years, the County did cone
out and inspect it. W have to get it inspected by
Martin Septic, and we have to get it inspected by
the County. W pay for those services.

The first three years, the County cane out.
They have not been out since. M septic system--

and | get that a |lot of people don't snell the
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1 sewer and stuff like that. The island is |ong and
2 thing. W have sone areas that don't get fl ooded.
3 We have other areas that get really flooded.

4 | live in an area, when it rains, ny whole

5 yard is full of grass. W get rain where golf

6 carts can't go down the road. But a |lot of people
7 that live on the island, that say that they live on
8 the island are not there in the sumer in the rainy
9 season.

10 So anyway, wWith our aerator system it goes

11 out into the ground and | have been told that. But
12 the one thing I don't understand when | heard we

13 were going to get wastewater, | snell the sewer,

14 and nmy septic systemwas taken out really bad from
15 Hel ene, and then worse fromMIlton. | lost ny

16 t ubes.

17 What they do is they cone and they cover it

18 up, and ny septic still isn't working. How many

19 nonths has it been? Four nonths, because we are

20 waiting for parts. So where is that stuff going?
21 It's going right in ny front yard. |It's

22 di sgusting. |t happens every tinme we get rain.

23 Qur water table where we live is, like, if you
24 di g down naybe two feet, you hit water. So | have
25 pictures of nmy aerator septic systemsitting in
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water, so -- | nean, | was glad that we were goi ng
to get wastewater, and | hope you guys really
consi der, because we can't kick this can down the
road.

| know it costs a |lot of noney. | don't want
to spend a | ot of noney, but | also want ny kids to
be able, and ny grandkids to be able to cone down
and enjoy the island.

Thank you for your testinony.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your
testinony, ma'am

Any questions?

MR, FRI EDVAN:  No.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Kel |y Lube, you

are third.
PUBLI C COMVENT
MR, KNIGHTEN. | want to apol ogi ze for wearing
sungl asses. | don't have ny prescription glasses

with nme, and | got to have them Sorry.

| do want to thank y'all for com ng and
spendi ng a coupl e days down here with us. | know
it's a big decision y'all have to nmake, and | am
glad I don't have to make it.

My wife and | searched Florida for years and
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years before we found Don Pedro Island. W | ooked
all over the place. W love it, love it down here,
safe, quiet comunity, and we invested our life
savings in our house down here, and sold our house
back in South Carolina and noved down here ful
tinme.

Wthin the past two years, y'all know, we have
had three major hurricanes. After lan hit, we had
to strip our house all the way down to the studs,
nove all of our contents to a pod or on the ground
| evel , and noved into our RV. Due to nany
construction constraints and permtting, we were
al nost a year into construction when Hel ene and
MIlton hit.

In short, we lost our RV that was sitting in
the front yard, two other vehicles. W also |ost
all of our household furniture, brand new
appl i ances, kitchen cabi nets and personal itens
that were stored on the ground |evel.

O course, all of this being on the ground
| evel, we had no flood insurance. |t doesn't start
until you get to the second level. So we have had
to take a | ot of our savings to recoup to put our
house back toget her.

W want to be able to pass our property onto
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1 our kids because we love it, and when they cone

2 down here, they love it too. And we want to be

3 able to do that, but we are -- with the hurricanes

4 and with the nonies that we have spent, |ike

5 everybody el se here has the sane story | have. And

6 we are just -- we are just tapped out right now

7 It just cannot happen anynore.

8 W -- we are -- with our RV being destroyed,

9 our house is still under construction. Hopefully
10 will be init within the next nonth. But we have
11 got great friends and nei ghbors on the island, and
12 we have been able to stay in sone different housing
13 on the island, and we are so grateful to them for
14 t hat .

15 One thing that | did hear -- | have been here
16 all day. One thing | did here is that it was said
17 that there were septic tanks spread all over the

18 beach, all over the island, and poop and everyt hing
19 el se all over the place.

20 | ride ny bicycle all over the island just

21 about every day. M/ little dog sits in the front
22 basket. So if you see a fat boy riding down the
23 road wwth a little fluffy dog, that's nme. But | --
24 in doing that -- and | ride up and down the beach
25 al so, but | have not seen one septic tank above
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ground. | -- it didn't happen. It just has not
happened. And I was shocked when | got back to the
house after MIlton, there were no signs of any
septic tanks bei ng destroyed.

Thank you, | see --

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Question for you.

MR. FRI EDMAN:. Yeah, | got a question. Are
you a nmenber of PIE or LA PA?

MR. KNI GHTEN: Yes, PIE

MR. FRIEDVAN. Do you ride your bike down to
LG as well?

MR KNIGHTEN: | ride it down on the beach
side, but | have never been back into LA. And |
tal ked to sone of these people here, | need to do
that. But | have ridden all the way down to the
end right down there to the inlet.

MR. FRI EDMAN: Thank you.

MR. KNI GHTEN. That's a great ride. You need
do it sonetine.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Kjel | Pl ot ki n,
you are third.

PUBLI C COMVENT
MR. BAIRD: Good eveni ng Conmm ssioners. My

nanme is John Baird. | ama property owner at 241
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1 Kettle Harbor Drive. | ama nenber of PIE, and |

2 did submt one letter per Conm ssioner.

3 Li ke many of ny neighbors, | dis -- | strongly

4 agree that a systemis not needed. It's

5 unwarranted. Additionally, attributing failed

6 septic systens to two major hurricanes

7 m srepresents the issue at hand. A private sewer

8 system woul d not have prevented these probl ens.

9 During recent hurricanes, density popul ated

10 areas |i ke Tanpa Bay experienced over eight mllion
11 gal l ons of raw sewage spill. \When you | ook at

12 Hurricane MIlton, there was over 70 mllion gallons
13 of wastewater spilled into our waterways in

14 Florida. |In contrast, our sparsely popul at ed

15 i sl ands, where nany hones are seasonal or vacation
16 properties, is well-situated for septic systens.

17 Centralized sewer systens nmake sense in a high
18 popul ati on density areas, where public funding and
19 economi c feasibility exists. These factors are

20 absent here. The proposed service area is renote,
21 has a small population. It is geographically

22 uni que and fragile. Residents would bear

23 prohi bitive costs of a systemthat is need neither
24 needed nor justifi ed.

25 In conclusion, | urge that you deny
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1 Environnmental Utilities' application because it's

2 not necessary, and woul d i npose undue fi nanci al

3 harmto our residents.

4 Thank you.

5 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your

6 testinony, sir.

7 MR. FRIEDMAN.  Are you a nenber of PIE or

8 LG PA?

9 MR. BAIRD: Yes, sir. | stated that at the

10 beginning. | said | ama nenber of PIE, and |

11 subm tted one letter each of the Conm ssioners.

12 MR, FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.

13 PUBLI C COMMENT

14 M5. LUBE: H. | amKelly Lube. | grew up on
15 the island. | just wanted to state that -- | think
16 it was Jack said that there was septic tanks al

17 over the beach. After the storm 1|, nyself, |

18 didn't go past the State park, but | conbed the

19 beach, and we were picking up as much debris

20 putting it in huge piles, everything, mail boxes.

21 W don't even have nmil boxes on the island. |

22 don't know, you know, there was a couch. There was
23 a stove. There was -- you nane it, it was on the
24 beach, but there was not a septic tank. There was
25 no poop on the beach. It was just, you know,
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1 debris from hones.

2 Also, as far as the logistics of getting on

3 and off the island. | know that the one w tness

4 said that he accounted for, like, rain days during
5 construction. Well, we -- the tide has been so | ow
6 that we didn't even get garbage pickup for three

7 weeks. The garbage trucks could not get over.

8 And then | also wanted to state that a | ot of
9 us are still, you know, in cleanup node fromthe
10 hurricane. M/ nom anazing, Linda Cothernman, after
11 the storm she was six weeks couch suffering

12 because she could not get electricity. Qur island
13 was this deep in water. And nost every house

14 needed to get electrical redone underneath the

15 houses, and we couldn't get electricians. They

16 were inpossible to get out. And if you did get

17 one, you waited weeks before one could cone out.

18 My nom wai ted six weeks to get her, you know, her
19 neter fixed. She |ost her car.

20 There is people here in the audi ence that

21 still don't have a car. They got a ride here from
22 people. You know, and this was just the |ast two
23 hurri canes.

24 Hurricane lan, we were just pretty nuch

25 recovered. There is still houses on the island
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1 t hat when -- when Hel ene hit, they were just

2 getting their houses, |ike, having contractors cone
3 to put new roofs on and stuff.

4 You know, the island is so special. This is a
5 pl ace where, you know, you used to be able to go

6 out after the golf cart and you woul d count how

7 many gopher tortoises you would see, you know. You
8 see Gspreys flying. You see -- you know, we have

9 bobcats, which is, you know, just cool. It is a

10 super special place, and | --

11 You can do a quick Google search, and it's,

12 you know, mllions of sewer spills, mllions of

13 gal l ons of sewer spills. So | don't understand, if
14 we want to put a sewer in, the possibility of

15 mllions of gallons, you know, going into the

16 wat erways is nore detrinental to ne than anything.
17 And then with the |ogistics, what happens if a pipe
18 breaks in the mddle of the night? Because the

19 ferry stops at 10 o' clock. So, you know, if

20 sonet hi ng happens and there has been sewer -- there
21 was -- in Bradenton, 200,000 gallons were spilled
22 July 25th last year froma lightning strike. So it
23 doesn't have to be a storm Loxahatchee had a

24 sewer plug stuck and |lost a thousand gallons in

25 May .
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1 CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Ma' am

2 MS. LUBE: Yes.

3 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your

4 testi nony.

5 M5. LUBE: Ckay.

6 CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  Hol d on for a question.

7 MR. FRIEDMAN.  Are you a nenber of PIE or

8 LG PA?

9 M5. LUBE: PIE.

10 MR. FRI EDVAN:.  You realize, do you not, that
11 the sewer plant is not going to be on the island?
12 MS. LUBE: Yes.

13 MR. FRIEDVAN. Okay. That's all | have.

14 CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am

15 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOVO SM TH:  Bri an Fredl ey,
16 you are on deck. Kevin Stevens, you are after him
17 PUBLI C COMVENT

18 M5. PLOTKIN. H. M nane is K ell PlIotkin.
19 | ama full-time resident on Don Pedro and Kni ght
20 Island for the last 30 years. | was also a Florida
21 Fish and Wldlife certified gopher tortoise agent
22 with the State, and serving as the | eader of

23 Bocilla Island's conservation -- gopher tortoise
24 conservation team | have been hands-on for every
25 singl e survey permt excavation, educati onal
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1 program and resident query and recordkeepi ng for

2 FWC gui delines for the last 15 years.

3 So today, on behalf of the residents, | am

4 stating sone of their concerns regarding

5 construction process of sewer installation, and how
6 it's going to inmpact the gopher tortoise, which is
7 a threatened species, and it's protected under the
8 | aw.

9 So the statenents that | am about to nmake are
10 all FWC regulations. So here are the facts:

11 Nunber one, any burrow within 25 feet of

12 construction nust be prepared and set up to capture
13 a gopher tortoise that m ght be using a burrow on
14 that property. This would |likely be done by use of
15 a bucket trap. The specifics for this process

16 I nvol ves a nonitoring mandate of 30 days fromthe
17 time the trap is dug and set until the burrowis

18 decl ared vacated. The trap nmust be nonitored two
19 ti mes per day.

20 Nunmber two, if a gopher tortoise is captured,
21 a hol di ng panel of specific size nust be provided.
22 It needs to have partial secure protective

23 coverage. It has to have forage. It has to have
24 water, distilled, by the way. This, too, nust be
25 physically checked and nonitored two tines a day
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1 until the construction is conplete.

2 A secured black cloth needs to be buried on
3 both sides of the sewer trench in order to prevent
4 a gopher tortoise fromfalling into that trench

5 during the construction. The fencing needs to be
6 checked two tines a day for any breaches, and to
7 rescue any gopher tortoises that breach the

8 fencing. |If not, that gopher tortoise could

9 pari sh. Openings at the ends of those trenches at
10 the will also need to be protected. Permts for
11 gopher tortoise kept nust be applied for and

12 approved for each individual ot or burrow

13 Paperwork on any and all activity nust be filed

14 with Florida Fish and Wldlife.

15 So now t he questions.

16 One: Wio's responsible for the application
17 for capturing and renoval when the burrowis on a
18 honeowner's site?

19 Question two: Wio is responsible for the

20 application if it's on Bocilla conservation

21 property, or what if it's on the Wst Coast Inland
22 Navi gation District's property, or what about our
23 county fire station?

24 Question three: \Who is responsible for

25 putting the property back to its original condition
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after that burrow has been excavated? Wwo is
responsi ble for the cost of those permts? Is to
t he honeowner? Who is responsible for the cost of
t he hol ding pens, and the | abor hours to care for
t he gopher tortoises?

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Ma' am thank you for your
testinony. Hold on for a question, please.

M5. PLOTKIN:  Yes.

MR. FRIEDVMAN. Ms. Plotkin, are you a nenber
of PIE or Ld PA?

M5. PLOTKIN:  No.

MR FRIEDVAN. Did -- wasn't Bocilla Uilities
able to install water |lines where you are w thout
-- in spite of the tortoise regul ations?

M5. PLOTKIN. | can't answer that. | don't
know.

MR. FRI EDMAN. There are water lines up in
where you get your water service, correct?

M5. PLOTKIN. There is water there, yes.

MR, FRIEDVMAN.  Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM W are going to take two
nore speakers, and then we are going to take a
five-mnute break for the court reporter and
nysel f.

PUBLI C COMMENT
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MR, FREDLEY: Hear ne okay?

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Yes.

MR. FREDLEY: Ckay. | amBrian Fredley, 311
Bocilla Drive, Placida, Florida. | amon Don
Pedro. W are basically an island al nost separated
fromPalmlsland. There is actually a second
bridge, you know, once you get on to Palmlsland to
get to our section of the island.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM | amsorry, | need you to
speak into the m crophone. Thank you.

MR, FREDLEY: You know, we are both -- ny
spouse and | are opposed to the sewer project and
really here to protect our island. W do have
gopher turtles on our property. W see themdaily
wi th other, you know, other species, bobcats.

If the EU was paying for the entire project,
we would still be opposed to it, because that's
really not the point, in nmy mnd. You know, we are
i n support of septic systens being i nspected and
upgraded. And our septic systemwas installed in
2021 or '20, and it had to be permtted. It had to
be set back off of the waterway, off of a side
property line. It neets all the requirenents.
Septic systens, you know, use the sand soil for

filtering. They are a, you know, the right use or

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



84

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

need for a renote, you know, place like this.

You know, the first step in, you know, higher
density developnent is to bring utilities, you
know, to an area. So | think that's really what
our concern is, that, you know, to bring a higher
density utility to a renote area that doesn't need
it, you know, equals there may be hi gher density
comng. And that's -- | think that's what the real
concern is.

Yeah, | don't think that there is real
evi dence that there is not opposition. There was
nmention there was, you know, a little opposition to
this. | think the opposition is pretty high.

| amin the sane boat as the rest of the
residents. | nean, we had two hurricanes. W had
a |l ot of damage. You know, we had fl oodwater t hat
was six feet high, and our septic system perforned
perfectly. | nean, we were able to, you know, use
it the day after.

| have a property on the east coast of
Fl ori da, Daytona Beach area, and it has a central
sewer with lift stations, and it's a systemthat is
very simlar to what they are tal ki ng about doing.
That system was down for 11 days after MIton

because the lift stations |ost power, and all the
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1 lift stations were swanped with seawater. This
2 wasn't the case here, and that shows that our
3 systens really work.
4 CHAl RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir. Hold on for
S a questi on.
6 MR. FRIEDMAN.  Are you a nenber of PIE or
7 LG PA?
8 MR. FREDLEY: PIE
9 MR. FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.
10 MR, STEVENS: | thought | saw Jack sonewhere.
11 | just wanted to thank you for bringing us all
12 toget her here tonight.
13 My nane is Kevin Stevens. | have been on the
14 i sland for about 25 years now, and | don't have any
15 party affiliation. | amnot a nenber of any of the
16 groups out there.
17 A lot of nunbers have been tossed around
18 today, and I am kind of good with nunbers, but | am
19 so confused right now, but ne go over what | got
20 out of it today. And, Jack, let nme tell where |
21 t hi nk you have gone wrong here.
22 First of all, you haven't really done any
23 quality -- water quality data yet that you tal ked
24 about, and | ampretty sure that was required.
25 Al so, your nunbers show that you need -- you
premier-reporting.com
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1 showed seven percent of the residents are full-tine
2 out there, and they are causing all the problens.

3 So if you wll look on nmy right-hand side, those

4 peopl e sitting down, that's about seven percent.

5 So those peopl e should have to pay for the system
6 not ne.

7 You brought in a |lot of expert w tnesses out

8 here today, but a | ot of them have never even been
9 to our island. They don't have any know edge of

10 the barge. They don't have any island -- know edge
11 of the island markup, which is about two to three
12 times what the normal mainlander would pay. | am
13 going to use 1.5, just to help you out a little

14 bit. And they certainly don't know anythi ng about
15 our hurricane construction delays that we have

16 experienced in this | ast two-and-a-half years,

17 whi ch has just been outstandi ng.

18 So let's talk alittle bit about the nunbers
19 here. Your own nunbers are the systemis going to
20 cost $19,200. Let's use $20,000 just to keep the
21 nunbers easy. Again, | amgoing to help you out a
22 little bit and just say our island factor is 1.5

23 percent, so that's $30, 000 what the systemis going
24 to cost you just to get going.

25 Trades have been nice to here -- for you here.
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Trades are going to cost about $10,000. So there
is $40,000 we are up to.

Private barge fees. Wll, we all know Adamis
not going to do this for free, and that's about
$15,000 at a one-and-a-half tinmes markup. So right
now we are at $55,000. | don't have $55, 000, okay.

So if | go out and get a hone line of equity
credit at 8.45 percent for 10 years, | can expect
to pay $75,000 just to get up and running, and
that's over 10 years. And that's going to equate

to about $700 a nonth. Pretty pricy privy there,

Jack.

| hope we all think about this. The nunbers
are pretty staggering. | think your nunbers are
considerably low, and -- well, thank you.

MR. FRI EDMAN: No questi ons.

MR. STEVENS: No party affiliations, and |
haven't tal ked to ny Conm ssioners.

MR, FRI EDMAN. No questi ons.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your

t esti nony.

Ckay. | have roughly 14 after 7:00, at 19
after 7:00 we wll reconvene.

Thank you.

(Brief recess.)
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CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  kay. \When we swore
everybody in the first tinme, we only had 30 nanes.
Now we are up over 50. So if you have not -- if
you were not here the first tinme | swore everybody
in, if I can get you to stand and raise your right
hand. Once again, there was about 30 people in
here, 30 nanes we had so far. W are up to over 50
now. |f you have not been sworn in, if | can get
you to stand and rai se your right hand.

(Wher eupon, Chai rman Graham adm ni stered the

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you very nuch.

Al right. W are going to do the sane thing
again. W are going to call three nanes, one wl|l
take the mc, one is on back and one foll ow ng
after that.

Conm ssi oner Passi dono.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Janes Daniel --
Dani el s, you are up. Fred Brown, you are on deck.
Robby Anderson, you are third.

CHAl RMAN GRAHAM Wl cone, stir.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR. DANIELS: M nane is Janes Daniels. |

live in HIlsborough County. M famly has had a

house on Little Gasparilla Island since 1963. | am
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aretired lineman with a major utility conpany t hat
services that conpany -- or that island, and | want
to go to a different aspect fromthe sewer system
that we are here to talk about, but it takes

el ectricity to serve that sewer system

CHAl RMAN GRAHAM  Sir, if | can get you to get
alittle closer to your mc. Thank you.

MR, DANIELS: And | would like to rem nd you
how | ong sonetinmes it takes to get response to that
island, and | would like to tell you a nunber of
tinmes starting -- | will go back to 19 -- 2014,
when Charl ey cane through.

Sonetines you are | ooking at two weeks. In
1992, | was sent to Mam for 30 days to put the
el ectricity back on, and when | left after 30 days,
there were still thousands and thousands of people
wi t hout electricity.

So | understand that this gravity system you
are going to make nme crush a very good concrete
septic tank to put in a 55-gallon drumto hold the
wast e and hook up a punp to punp it into a gravity
systemto haul it away, and all that takes
el ectricity.

One other thing I would like to say, is | am

not for the system | have read as nuch as | can
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onit. | amlike everybody el se, | have gone
through three hurricanes in just over two years,
starting wwth Helene. There again, | had to get ny
house started all over again.

There is nothing wong with ny septic tank or
nmy sewer system but | would like to say that there
IS no -- there is no contam nation on Little
Gasparilla Island that conmes from sewer tanks, or
sewer systens, septic tanks worse than the red
tide. So if you can tell nme how you can cure the
red tide, then | would be for the sewer systemthat
you are tal king about putting in there, but | don't
t hi nk you can.

So one other thing I would |like to say,
everybody that doesn't work for Ford al ways got a
better idea. So | wll tell you this, you turn off
the -- you turn off the internet, you go back to
1983, you turn off the electricity, and you go back
to the Stone Age, and | thank you for your tine.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, M. Daniels. |
t hi nk you got a question.

MR, DANI ELS: Yes, sir.

MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or
LG PA?

MR. DANIELS: Little Gasparilla Honmeowners.
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MR. FRI EDMAN:. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

MR, DANI ELS: Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Kat hl een
St okes, you will be third.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR. BROMN: Al right. M nanme is Fred Brown,
and | am a proud nenber of PIE

Qur famly has been comng to Palmlsland for
al nost 40 years, ever since our first anniversary.
W have been honeowners of two hones for just under
20 years, they are famly hones and not rented.

One house is on the Gulf, one is a block away on a
canal

During all that tinme, we have never
experienced any | eaks or issues with our septic
systens, nor have we snelled or seen any septic
conprom ses from our nei ghbors.

There are nunerous, nunerous reports over the
years of sewer conprom ses on the west coast of
Florida, St. Petersburg in Pinellas County
continually has sewer breaks that put raw sewage in
nei ghbor hoods and i n the waterways.

During the last two hurricanes, Pinellas,

Pasco, Sarasota, Hillsborough, Mnatee and
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1 Charlotte Counties had sewer conprom ses. The Boca
2 Beacon on COctober 14th, 2024, stated that the Boca
3 Grande sewer system was destroyed. They are a

4 stones-throw from Palmlsland. W don't need that.
5 Any argunents -- any statenents, argunments or
6 science that say sewer is better for its custoners
7 than the environnent are false. Qur septic systens
8 are not broke, and we don't need -- and do not need
9 to be replaced with a sewer systemthat has proven
10 t hey have environnental issues.

11 I f we had the proposed sewer system over the
12 two wash-overs from Hurricane Hel ene and M I ton,

13 wonder if hundreds of people woul d have been

14 Wi t hout sewer if water subnerged the control pane
15 or the punp, just like it did our pool equipnent.
16 I f that happened, it woul d be nonths before the

17 hundreds of hones on the island were to get

18 equi pnrent replaced, thus, we would not be able to
19 begin the recovery process since we couldn't stay
20 i n our hormes.

21 At the end of the day, our septic systens are
22 not broken, and the fact is there are no proven

23 environnmental issues. The hundreds of honeowners
24 on the island do not need to spend tens of

25 t housands of dollars for sonething that is not
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1 needed. W have enough financial burden to get our
2 houses back in order fromthe three storns we have
3 experienced since 2022, not to nmention increased

4 real estate taxes and insurance. Again, ny house,
5 directly on the beach, has not had any septic

6 I ssues over the last two wash-overs fromthe

7 hurri canes.

8 Pl ease do not make us spend tens of thousands
9 of dollars for sonmething we don't need. In ny

10 opi ni on, doi ng so, would be nodern day extortion.
11 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

12 MR. BROWN: Thank you.

13 PUBLI C COMMENT

14 MR. ANDERSON: Hello. M nane is Captain Rob
15 Anderson. My famly and | have been visiting and
16 enj oyi ng the beautiful Don Pedro Island for nearly
17 20 years. | have been fortunate enough to live and
18 work fromthe island full tine since early 2020,

19 and | agree with all of the objections to this

20 proj ect that have been nade so far.

21 Since living here, | have been heavily

22 i nvolved in several island wldlife protection

23 initiatives, such as FWC s sea turtle protection
24 and the wildlife rescue teamwe have on the island.
25 | also have ny captain's license fromthe U S
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Coast Guard. | spend roughly 200 days per year out
on the water, anywhere from Tanpa Bay to Boca
Grande, and | have witnessed firsthand how t he
catastrophic sewer spills can be to a water's
ecosystem

| ask that you pl ease deny Environnent al
Utilities' proposal for central sewer. There is
genuinely no need for it, and the | asting negative
i mpact will forever alter the uni queness and
sinplicity that makes Don Pedro |Island so special.

A major concern that | have is the
ever-present threat of weather events inpacting a
central sewer's ability to do its job here for us
on the island. After Hurricanes |lan, Helene and
MIller, | was one of the first people to returnto
the island to assess damage. | wal ked all of Don
Pedro Island. Catastrophic would be one word that
I woul d use to describe what | saw t hrough those
events, but no septic failure in sight.

Luckily, with the current septic systens in
place, |, along with many other residents, were
able to stay at our hones to begin our cleanup and
recovery efforts swiftly, despite not having power
to our homes. And tinme matters in these situations

to prevent nold and further danage that cones after

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



95

1 the surge has rescinded and the wi nds calm

2 After the nost recent Hurricane MIton, our

3 section of the island was wi thout reliable power

4 for approximately two weeks. It's unfathomabl e how
5 poorly a central sewer system would have reacted if
6 there was one on the island, which is only

7 accessi bl e by boat or car ferry.

8 | wat ched in disbelief as our neighbor barrier
9 island to the south, Gasparilla Island, also known
10 as Boca Grande, had to bring in portable showers

11 and toilets for residents to use because their

12 sewer systens were destroyed in the onsl aught

13 brought by Hurricane M ton.

14 According to the Boca Beacon newspaper, eight
15 days after the stormmade | andfall, only 50 percent
16 of their water and sewer customers were restored.
17 As mentioned before, Don Pedro Island is

18 uni que, sinple and delicate, and we would like to
19 keep it that way. There is a clear exanple with
20 what just happened at Boca Grande that a central

21 sewer system can be conprom sed on a barrier

22 island, and the significant tine to repair is

23 concerning. The very recent history of hurricanes
24 Is a stark rem nder of what barrier islands are

25 prone to.
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| will end with this. W have not been
presented with a need for this project. The cost
Is extrenely high and anbi guous. W did not ask
for this conplex project, and the negative
envi ronnment al inpact has not been justified. | ask
that you pl ease deny the proposal for central
sewer .

Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir. Hold on for
guesti ons.

MR. ANDERSON: No, | amnot a nenber of PIE or
LA .

MR. FRI EDVAN. Okay. Are you aware that the
wast ewat er system serving Boca Grande is |ocated on

the island itself instead of on the mai nl and?

MR, ANDERSON. | am not an expert in that
ar ea.

MR FRIEDMAN. | didn't ask you if you are an
expert. | just asked you --

VMR. ANDERSON: No, | am not.

MR, FRIEDVMAN.  Okay. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Amanda Smal |,
you are on deck. Edward Small, you are after her.

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Ma' am pl ease.
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1 PUBLI C COMVENT

2 M5. STOKES: Hello. | am Kathleen Stokes. MW
3 home is at 8892 CGulf Street on Little Gasparilla

4 Island. | want to thank you all for this

5 opportunity to speak to you.

6 |, as are hundreds of islanders, are asking |
7 will to deny EU s application for a wastewater

8 certificate. | have read every entry on the PSC

9 website. M. Boyer says there are close to 100

10 peopl e who want his system | have read every one.
11 | haven't seen anywhere near 100. There have been
12 letters fromhis famly, fromhis friends, fromhis
13 enpl oyees, and nost of all, fromrealtors that

14 don't even have a lot on the island.

15 First, as we go over sone things that | have
16 heard today, this is what | believe. | don't think
17 there is a need for sewer. M. Boyer's expert

18 Wi tness says right in his witten testinony that he
19 has not tested the water surroundi ng our island.

20 He refers to the waters where he teaches over in

21 St. Lucie County, and that's on the Atlantic Ccean
22 on the other coast, and he tal ks about a | ot of

23 things in the Florida Keys.

24 According to the Florida Departnent of

25 Education report, whatever it is, |ower Lenon Bay
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1 has been and is currently neeting the state water
2 qual ity standards, and the State of Florida has

3 created a basic nanage nanagenent area plan for

4 areas that need water quality addressed. Qur area
5 IS not included in that.

6 The cost for honeowners is excessive. | am

7 retired, and I ama recent widow, and I may have to
8 sell ny beloved honme, which we built 26 years ago,
9 if this cones to being.

10 There are no grants or subsidies avail able, as
11 | understand it, for a private for-profit conpany.
12 There is no pay over tinme for us, there is no

13 conpetitive building -- bidding. There is no

14 oversight. There is no single point of recourse.
15 We especially don't want a | ow pressure system

16 whi ch EU i s proposing.

17 Charlotte County has reported 51 percent of
18 the spills that have happened were from | ow

19 pressure systens, despite being only 25 percent of
20 the county systens.

21 The South Florida Water Managenent District
22 gave a presentation called Gavity Sewers and

23 Beyond, and it was a discussion of sewage

24 col l ection technol ogi es and beyond, referring to
25 | ow pressure systens. And they said, and | quote:
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As all pipe work is under pressure, then a break in
the pipe may lead to large spills. [It's not
suitable for environnentally sensitive areas. And
Palmlsland and Little Gasparilla are extremty
environnmental |y sensitive.

EU has not published plans for -- in the event

of another disaster. W have had quite a few

| ately, as you know. | read sonewhere where he
said, well, we will have two trucks avail abl e.
Wll, it's scarier now al so since he plans to have

two crossings instead of one. And they are going
to be going right over the inland waterway to the
mai nl and.

We don't want a private for-profit conpany.
This is what really gets ne. | can't understand
how a startup LLC, he has no equi pnent to begin
with. Mst conpanies that are going to put in a
sewer have at | east sonething to begin with., W
homeowners woul d be paying for lots, as |
understand it, fromwhat | read, five lots; the
buil ding; two tricks; a boat and everything el se.
Pl us, he has no experience or training in running a
wast ewat er system He has our water system and
there i s questions about that.

| an, Helene and MIton greatly affected ny
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life, ny hone, ny island. W had a conplete
di saster on our hands. No power. Just
heart breaki ng, costly devastation. W were
overwhel ned as we tackled the cleanup and the
teardown. And as we begin to rebuild -- and we
cried. W cried together, but my septic system
wor ked. W could use our toilet. Wth M. Boyer's
proposed system as | understand it, if we have no
power, we have no potty.

CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  Ma' am thank you for your
testi nony.

M5. STCKES: Thank you so nuch.

MR FRIEDVAN. Ma'am-- nma'am are you a
menber of PIE or LG PA?

M5. STOKES: Yes, | ama nenber of the LG
associ ation, and | am proud of it.

MR. FRI EDMAN: Thank you.

M5. STOKES: Thank you. Thank you. Thank
you, Associ ation.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. SMALL: Hello. | am Amanda Snall, and ny
husband, BEd Small, and | |live on the Don Pedro side
of the island at 30 Kettle Harbor Drive. W are
full-time residents at this address. Additionally,

we own a vacant lot a fewlots over from our hone
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at 12 Point \Way.

| am here today to request a denial of
Environnental Uilities' proposal for a permt for
centralized sewer on the bridgel ess barrier island.
Il wll try to be brief on why I want EU s
application denied, as | amsurely many will have
simlar objections, but first a little background.

W fell in love with the special island years
ago and were fortunate enough to buy a small
af f ordabl e house here in 2019 before the housing
mar ket went out of control. This is the affordable
house that we plan to retire in. The purchase
price and the annual cost of ownership were factors
that played into our decision to buy. Many of the
current costs, such as taxes and insurance, have
al ready greatly increased in just a few short years
of owner shi p.

Before we closed on our hone, the septic field
was replaced at a cost to the previous owner of
around $12,000. Qur septic systemneets the
current code for Charlotte County.

Additionally, we take great pride in ownership
of our hone, and have our septic system maintai ned
and punped out as needed and punped and in a tinely

manner as to avoid any issues.
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And just over the last two years, our island
was hit with -- has been hit wth five naned
storns, three of which were major storns that
caused significant damage to our island but left
all -- but all left their mark. Each of those
three major stornms, lan, Helen and MIton, left our
island wwth long |asting power outages. Qur septic
systemdid not fail and was not danmaged in any of
these storns. Had we had EU s proposed system
installed at the tine, we would have been in a
little -- in aliteral you know what show wi t hout
power to operate the system and feet of water
fl ooding the systemand the required el ectri cal
panel . Wen our systemwas covered in feet of
water in Helene and MIton, it do not fail and did
not require a cost to he repair.

Bottom Iline, we bought our house because we
fell inlove with the island as it was, and
accepted the known cost of ownership to our septic
system Qur septic systemis properly maintained
and has never failed. W did not ask for a
centralized sewer system nor do we want a
centralized sewer system There is also no proven
need for one. Qur quality of life on the island

nor the | ocal environnent would be inproved by a
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centralized sewer.

The initial high cost of installing the
system new high nonthly sewer bill, plus
substanti al ongoi ng nai ntenance wll be
cost-prohibitive for nost on the island. There
are -- these are the sane islanders who have been
hit hard in the storns here since lan in 2022, and
are still struggling to recover fromthe hi gh cost
related to the damages of nultiple storns.

This is not another burden the island needs to
endure. Please deny Environnmental Uilities'
request to install a centralized sewer on Don Pedro
I sl and.

COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am Hold
on for a question.

MR. FRI EDMAN:  Yeah, ny usual. Are you and
your husband nenbers of PIE or L4 PA?

MS. SMALL: Not currently.

MR. FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.

COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH: Tyl er Eri ckson,
you are on deck. Peggy Erickson, you are after.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR SMALL: Hello. M nane is Edward Snall.

| own properties at 30 Kettle Harbor and 2 Poi nt

Way on Don Pedro Island. W have -- we purchased
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1 t hese properties over the years, and the first

2 property we purchased in 2019. W have been

3 full-tinme residents since 2023.

4 | agree with many of the salient points that

5 have been offered by the residents gathered here to
6 oppose the application submtted by Environnental

7 Utilities. In my opinion, the nost significant

8 point is the |ack of data collection and scientific
9 evi dence that prove the septic systens are

10 polluting the waterways. There has been no testing
11 of our local waterways. Wiy are we considering a
12 solution that is in search of a problenf

13 | request that the PSC deny this and future

14 applications for a sewer system on our precious

15 barrier island.

16 Thank you.

17 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir. Hold on for
18 a questi on.

19 MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or

20 LG PA?

21 MR, SMALL: Not currently.

22 MR FRIEDVAN: |Is your -- and your wife isn't
23 ei ther?

24 MR. SMALL: No.

25 MR. FRIEDVAN. |Is she on the board, or an

premier-reporting.com
Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



105

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

officer?

MR, SMALL: No.

MR, FRI EDMAN.  Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR. ERICKSON:. My nane is Tyler Erickson, at
111 North Gulf Boul evard. W have lived on the
I sl and since 2009. CQur house was built in 1989,
and one of the only things we have never had to do
was repair our septic system W just had it
checked by SOS Septic, and it's conpletely fine.
Next door nei ghbor, and ny sister-in-law and her
husband, Ed and C ndy Choa, also had no probl ens.
There is no need for sewer. It is just an extra
cost on top of all the other expenses not covered
by i nsurance.

One thing I would Iike to know, and I am sure
everybody in this roomwould |ike to know, is would
you want your plunber working on your teeth? |
woul d li ke to know EU s vast experience in barrier
i sl and sewer service.

That's it for ne.

CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir. Hold on for
a question degree.

MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or
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1 LG PA?

2 MR, ERI CKSON: PIE.

3 MR, FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.

4 CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  MA' am

5 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Lou Ell en

6 W son, you are on deck. Jane Kebe, you are after.
7 PUBLI C COMVENT

8 M5. ERICKSON:. Hi. | am Peggy Erickson, and
9 nmy legal nane is Margaret. W own a hone at 111
10 North @ulf Boul evard, and a | ot on 251 Bocilla

11 Road.

12 We just got back in our house in April after
13 Hurricane lan. W have suffered financial burdens
14 wi th our hone getting rebuilt, and our septic

15 system has been working with no problens the entire
16 time. That's the only thing we have not had to

17 replace, is our septic system and we have had no
18 | Ssues.

19 | don't see any reason to disrupt our island,
20 tear up our roads and disturb the wildlife to put
21 this | ow pressure systemin.

22 We have nunerous el ectrical outages. W

23 struggl e getting gas on the island when we do have
24 el ectrical outages, and | think we need gas to run
25 a generator to get this new proposed systemto run.
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| don't see any need to change sonething that's not
br oken.

MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE?

M5. ERICKSON: | am

MR, FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma' am

M5. ERI CKSON: Thank you for your tine.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. WLSON:. Thank you for allowing ne to
speak today. M nane is Lou Ellen Wlson. | live
--and I ama full-time resident on Pal m sl and.

My background is | was a Senior Vice-President
in the 1980s for one of the | argest devel opers, Sun
City Center and A Delta Communities. In the 1900s
and 19 -- | was -- opened ny own consulting
conpany, and | was given the contract when Rotunda
was in receivership to do the day-to-day managenent
there, which included nmany problens with their
sewer system

In 2000, | bought an office building, and it
was in south Hillsborough County, and | amthe only
person that has spoken that has had persona
experience with a low pressure system |t was on
two occasions while | was there that | did not get

pronpt service that | was supplied by H Il sborough
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County, and ny enpl oyees had to go to the | ocal
service station to relieve thensel ves.

Al'so, in 2000, | then have noved -- | noved
down here to the island. Wat | -- sone things
that you probably don't know. On the island, our
el ectric system has periodi c outages where it goes
down and you have to reprogramny security system
| understand the systemthat he is proposing al so
is going to be centrally nonitored. Are we going
to have to have a personal person cone out and
reset this systemevery tine we have an el ectrica
outage? | have lost an air conditioning system and
a TVin the last five years during -- because of
t he surges.

| do not have any letters behind ny nane. |
barely got through high school chem stry. However,
common sense tells ne that you are asking ne to

spend over $40,000 to replace a septic tank that

wor ks, that put -- has nutrients that are | eached
into the soil. You are also asking that | instal
a systemwhere we are going to put -- transfer the

same anmount of nutrients out of ny systemto a --
across the waterway into assum ng treatnent plant
run by Charlotte County that does not renove the

nutrients. So | amtaking the nutrients fromny
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1 plant fromny house, not putting it in front of ny
2 house, but the County wll then distribute those

3 sanme nutrients through their wastewater system and
4 so, therefore, we are not gaining anything on

5 cl eani ng our water.

6 So ny question to you today is to please deny
7 this systemuntil such tine as the County can

8 upgrade their systemto renove all the nutrients.
9 Wth this, we will -- when that is done, and a

10 contractor can come in and guarantee that we wll
11 have a systemthat's not going to go down during a
12 storm | wll gladly pay the noney to keep our

13 @l f, whether it's the Gulf of Mexico or the Culf
14 of America, | will gladly pay to keep it clean for
15 nmy grandchil dren.

16 Thank you.

17 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am

18 MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE, nma'an?
19 M5. WLSON. | ama proud nenber of PIE. In
20 fact, | was President of PIE for three years.

21 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you very mnuch.

22 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Cori Pal nere,
23 you wi Il be on deck. G eg Adans, you are after.
24 PUBLI C COMVENT

25 M5. KEBE: H . Thank you, everyone, for your
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attendance and for your interest. | am Jayne Kebe,
and | live at 18 Pal m Drive on Pal m I sl and. | am
al so a nenber of PIE and | have -- and al so |

submtted letters, individual letters to each of
t he Conmm ssi oners.

kay. | have owned ny hone for 13 years, and
| have lived here full time for eight-and-a-half
years. | have a Master's degree in Environnental
Engi neering fromthe University of Notre Dane, and
| have worked for over 20 years as an environnent al
engi neering consultant, specializing in water
qual ity, hazardous waste and groundwater sanpling
and nodel i ng.

| amfamliar with biological unit operations,
and with the educati on and experience necessary to
construct, operate and maintain EU s proposed
system After review ng the enpl oynent history of
the EU s devel oper, | believe that the devel oper
does not have either the educational background or
the expertise to successfully install and operate
t he proposed system

| have al so spent considerable tine review ng
papers and reports on the septic-to-sewer
conversion issues. |In particular, one primry

paper was witten solely by EU s consultant, paid
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consultant, Dr. Brian Lapointe. | would like to
poi nt out that this paper was never peer-reviewed
or critiqued by any water quality professionals.
Thi s paper attenpts to descri be the science behind
the septic-to-sewer conversion on the barrier
i slands. However, in actuality, as you have heard
previously, there are no data on the inpact of the
i sland's septic systens on either of groundwater or
the surface water. Mre specifically, no
groundwat er nonitoring data has been collected from
or near the barrier islands.

Lapoi nte's specul ati ons based on skewered --
IS based on skewered research conducted over 12
years ago on sel ected groundwater wells nore than
20 mles fromour barrier islands. This cannot be
identified as science, or have an applicability to
our barrier islands.

In conclusion, | feel that the total |ack of
EU s experience with construction and nai nt enance
of their proposed system prohibits this approval by
the Comm ssioners. And furthernore, the science,
or lack thereof, presented by EU does not support
the PSC s requirenent of a denonstrated --
denonstrated proven need necessary for PSC

approval .
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Thank you for your time and consideration.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, nma' am

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH: G eg Adans, you
are on deck. Debbie Daugherty, you are after.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. PALMERE: Thank you for giving nme the
opportunity to speak today. M nane is Cori
Pal mere. M husband, Jim and | |ive on Don Pedro
Island at 31 South @ulf Boul evard. W have owned
our hone for 10 years, and have vacati oned here for
20 years prior to owning.

| wsh you could all cone and see the uni que
beauty of that island. |If you did visit, you would
al so becone aware of the chall enges we encounter
living on a barrier island with mainly car ferry
access. Patience is required, but we like it that
way .

There are three issues | amgoing to speak to
today. One, the |lack of over side of this proposed
EU sewer project. Two, the fact that EUis a
private for-profit conpany. And three, the
concerns of a | ow pressure sewer system when it
presents to the honeowner

Firstly, when Charlotte County installs a

sewer system it is required to provide a

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



113

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

performance bond to guarantee the project is
conpleted in accordance to the contract. As a
private conpany, EU does not have to provide any
guarantee of conpletion within tineline or budget.
There is no oversight for the project. It is
unacceptable to ask us to take this |leap of faith.

Secondly, when it conmes to a private
for-profit conpany, there is no conpetitive
bi ddi ng. Affordabl e paynent plans are not
guaranteed. The financial hit to the island
residents as a result of the last three hurricanes
has been painful. The last thing ny neighbors and
| need is an additional $30,000 expense for
sonet hi ng we don't even need.

Finally, the data provided by Charlotte County
-- skip that part. Sonebody already tal ked about
the 25 percent and 51 percent.

Low pressure systens are susceptible to
failure during stornms, and do not function during
power outages. Qur current septic tank continues
to work during power outages, which tend to happen
frequently on our island during storns.

In conclusion, | wouldn't hire a conpany with
no experience, using less than optimal equipnent,

and no guarantee of cost or tineline to install an
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i n-ground pool for ne, let alone an island-w de
sewer system would you?

Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am

MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE?

M5. PALMERE: | ama nenber of PIE. | wote
letters this time. | spoke last tinme, and | wote
letters last tine as well.

MR. FRI EDMAN.  Thank you.

COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Greg Adans, are
you here?

UNI DENDI FI ED SPEAKER: He had to | eave.

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Okay. Al
right. So | wll go through the next three nanes.

So Debbi e Daugherty. Pat Carlton, you are on

deck. Jennie -- it's hard to -- Faric -- | can't
read that at all, Friem maybe. Jennie you are on
deck. | am sorry.

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM Pl ease.
PUBLI C COMVENT
M5. DAUGHERTY: M nane is Debbi e Daugherty.

| ama -- | ama resident of Little Gasparilla
Island, 9850 Little Gasparilla Island. | ama
menber of --

UNI DENDI FI ED SPEAKER: Louder.
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M5. DAUGHERTY: Yes. So | amhere today to
speak about the application for the wastewater
certificate for Little Gasparill a.

| have a Bachelor's and Master's from UF for
Envi ronnental Engineering. | currently am
operating a water and wastewater systemin
Gainesville. | amthe water and wastewater officer
for Gainesville Regional Uilities, so | do have a
| ot of experience in operating water and wastewater
systens.

Sonet hi ng that hasn't been tal ked a | ot about
today is the experience of the folks that are
maki ng this petition. Just because you operate a
wat er system which is pressurized pipes and
neters, and that is it, does not nake you soneone
who under stands how to operate systens wth 800
punp stations. That's what | heard y'all putting
in the ground to start. That is a trenendous
anount of equipnment to maintain in a very corrosive
environment, and it is going to be a very
chal | engi ng systemto operate and naintain. So
havi ng a conpany that doesn't have any experience
doing that is very problematic.

You know, from ny perspective, | think, as

engi neer, we always wei gh the environnental need
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for a project with benefit of a project versus the
cost, and that's the background |I cone from

In Gainesville, where | amcurrently working,
we are spending $40,000 a lot to do septic-to-sewer
conversions. Every tine | do work on ny hone in
Gai nesville, and | do the sane project on the
island, | pay at least twice as nuch. So | am
really having a hard tinme believing the cost
nunbers presented today by EU

On top of that, you -- | amso sorry -- the
nmont hly cost to the honmeowners are substantial .
Again, in Gainesville $90 a nonth for water and
wast ewat er service is what we pay for 7,000 gallons
usage. This is over $300 for water and wastewater
that we will be paying on a nonthly basis. Those
costs are going to affect people that live on --
have lived on this island for decades.

Everyone around ne on the island, | amon the
south end, they are people that have |ived there
for generations, those hones have passed down in
the famly. They have trenendous damage fromthe
storns. They cannot afford these types of costs on
a nonthly basis or that.

So | amgenerally concerned about the proposed

wast ewat er certificate and its inpact on the
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community. | don't believe the proposed wast ewat er
certificate is going to help preserve the
environnent in our area, and | amworried about the
long-termaffordability for the life on L4Q.

A | ot of people tal ked about the unique
environnment that we have, and the, you know, com ng
on the boat, so | think it's really inportant to
keep that uni queness of our island and not have
this project.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am

MR. FRI EDVMAN:. A coupl e of questi ons.

Are you a nenber of PIE or LA PA?

M5. DAUGHERTY: Yes. | stated that in the
begi nni ng.

MR. FRIEDMAN.  You wote a letter back to the
Commi ssion in April, do you recall that letter?

MS. DAUGHERTY: | did.

MR, FRIEDVAN. And you were objecting to EU s
proposing the | ow pressure systemthat ought to
renove water fromthe tank and left the solids
behi nd?

M5. DAUGHERTY: They were proposing a step
systemat the tine when | wote that letter.

MR. FRIEDMAN. Ckay. Isn't it true that you

said a sewage grinder punp station would provide
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1 nore effective design and provi de better

2 environnmental benefits to have a central sewer

3 system that renoves all the wastewater?

4 M5. DAUGHERTY: Yes, | did say that.

5 MR, FRI EDMAN.  Okay. Thank you.

6 PUBLI C COMMENT

7 MR. CARLTON: Good eveni ng, Conm ssioners. M
8 nane is Pat Carlton, and | live at 340 Bocilla

9 Drive. | ama nenber of PIE, and apparently a

10 menber of the Boca mnority as well.

11 | would like to start out by saying | am a

12 seventh generation Floridan. M famly has been in
13 agriculture for along tine. | amalso on a board

14 for a regional conservation foundation. | have

15 al so been a developer. So | see a lot of the

16 di fferent aspects of what's going on here.

17 | will also tell fromyou just a few facts --

18 | amnot going to -- | amthe not going to plow old
19 ground that's already been plowed here in

20 opposition to this, but I will give you a few

21 facts.

22 We bought our house -- ny wife and | bought

23 our house in 2023, and when we did, we had an

24 i nvest nent of $30,000 in a | ow pressure system and
25 it failed. It failed in the hurricanes. | had to
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pay $2,000 to have it retrofitted. W also had to
go in and manually pull the aerator out before the
second hurricane hit. So these costs are real near
and dear to ne.

| am expected to plow ny existing systemin,
pay $30,000 for a new one. Pay X nunber of dollars
per nonth for the, quote, service. And we also are
| ucky enough to have the highest, alnobst -- if not
t he hi ghest, al nost the highest, water cost of any
muni cipality in the country. These costs add up
and add up and add up and add up, and we have -- we
have gone through storm W have done our repairs.
Half -- nost of it is not insurable. W are paying
out of our pocket left and right. And to sit here
and tell us that we have got to cone up with nore
noney to give us sonething that we don't really
want, it just doesn't sit right.

So | am asking you additional to deny this for
a lot of different reasons that have al ready been
present ed questi ons.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Quest i ons.

MR. FRI EDVAN:  Are you a nenber of PIE?

MR. CARLTON: | said | was a nenber of PIE.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Kevi n Macki n,

you wi Il be on deck, and then Captain Jeff Totten,
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1 you are after.

2 PUBLI C COMMENT

3 M5. FREIMAN. H . M nane is Jennie Frei man,
4 and | represent nyself and ny husband. W are

5 full-tinme residents of LA, and we strongly oppose
6 t he proposed system really, for all of the reasons
7 t hat have already been stated and | don't need to

8 repeat them but effectively that we are being

9 proposed a fix for a problemthat doesn't really

10 have exist with a systemthat is denonstrably

11 inferior to be installed and nmanaged by soneone

12 with absolutely zero experience in this conplex

13 system

14 | just want to say one thing that I hope wll
15 stick with you, because everything before ne has

16 al ready been very el oquently stat ed.

17 The systemis being proposed by a private

18 conpany, which automatically precludes any ability
19 of applying for grants that would hel p the already
20 strapped honmeowners have a chance at getting sone
21 of the funds that woul d otherw se be required

22 deferred. And please think about that. W have no
23 optionality to get any help if you pass this. This
24 IS going to be 100 percent on the honeowners. So
25 in sunmary, | respectfully request on behal f of
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nmysel f and ny husband, that you deny this proposal
from EU.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your
testi nony.

MR. FRI EDVMAN. Are you a nenber of PIE, ma' an?

MS. FREI MAN:  No.

MR. FRI EDMAN.  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Ckay. Kevin
Macki n.

MR. MACKIN:. | have al ready spoken.
COW SSI ONER PASSI DOVO SM TH:  Ckay. So
Captain Jeff Totten, you are up. Paul Seavy, you

will be on deck. Jane Smth, you are third.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR, TOTTEN. Good evening. | amnot a
resident of the island. | amborn and raised in
Venice, Florida --

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Pul | that m crophone --

MR. TOTTEN. Louder?

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Yes.

MR. TOTTEN. | do not live on the island. |
am a | ocal Englewood. | have been in this area

since '79, born and raised in Venice, Florida. I
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have been a fishing guide on the water for 30
years, and owned a little construction conpany, and
| have seen the big change. | don't want to put

bl ame, but when | ook into things over the years,
fishing fromKey West up to Crystal River, there
has been change in those areas, and change that

t hey needed. The comunity has seen it. The State
has seen it. The Keys started having bl oons, coral
die. About eight, nine years ago, they -- sewage,
they got four or five treatnent plants, and | have
noticed in the last three to four years, the
channel s have cl eaned up, the canals have cl eaned
up, and the turtle grass | ooks amazi ng.

Several clients from Boca G ande area own
property there. One, for 24 years, owned a piece
of property, one now for 21 years. Been through
several, nine or 10 stornms, Wlma, Irma, Katrina.

I can nane themall. Just never had to punp a
septic tank, which we know why. Unfortunately, it
ended up in the Atlantic or the Gulf of Mexico.

I f you Google that, it will tell you pretty
much the reason is, now who is the person to tel
us the reason, that's what we all have to figure
out. If you look it up, alot of it was blanmed on

septic tank | eaching into the ground, nitrogen and
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phosphate. W know where phosphate comes from
washi ng machines. Clean clothes, we need it. You
can't help it.

And then you ook up Crystal River. They are
in the mddle of a major cleanup in the canals.
Google it, first thing, why is the reason the bl ane

has been put on septic tanks.

Now, | do know t hese people behind ne are
stabbing ne in the back. | amsorry. But all | am
heari ng about is noney, noney, noney. |It's going
to cost us. |It's going to cost us. | have seen

peopl e nove off the islands because they can't
afford the taxes anynore.

Unfortunately, when | grew up here, trust fund
noney was on the island. Went to mllionaire
noney. Now it's billionaire noney. Unfortunately,
we -- none of us in this roomcan change that. But
what we can change is what we are putting into the
ocean and the water. And if really been here as
|l ong as | have, and watched it with ny own eyes
since | was born here, | did not nove here after
half the turtle grass is gone. | watched it
di sappear. So until you have experienced it, what
iIs -- what is it worth to keep a beautiful island

that all these it island that all these people live

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



124

1 on? You think there would be -- | nean, they need
2 to start Googling what happened to all the other

3 I slands and why they went to it, it's to protect

4 their investnent.

5 So | amgoing to leave it at that. | am

6 not -- you know, | amnot here for one side. | am
7 not here for that. | amactually here for the

8 peopl e of Charlotte County that really don't know
9 what's happening on that island out there. And if
10 they did, they would probably be furious. But

11 let's don't let it leave the room Let's fix it.
12 | don't know who is going to fix it, and how we are
13 going to fix it, but we are not going to fix it by
14 goi ng back and forth. W got to find -- we got to
15 unite sonewhere and cone up with a probl em

16 Prai se the people who do have their septic

17 tanks punped out there. | praise every one of you
18 for that that are doing it.

19 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Sir, thank you for your

20 testi nony.

21 MR. TOTTEN. The ones that don't. Shane on
22 you. Thank you.

23 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH: Al ri ght.

24 Paul Seavy, are you here? Ckay.

25 PUBLI C COMVENT
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MR, SEAVY: Paul Seavy. Live at 100 North
@Qlf on Palmlisland, and I want to thank the
Conmm ssioners for allowing ne the tine to speak.

| have a functioning aerobic anaerobic septic
systemthat | am happy with, and | amhere to
oppose the Environmental Utilities' application.

| am a professional chem cal engineer in
Florida. | have also got a contractor's |icense,
as well as a pollutant storage contractor's |icense
in Florida. And | have spent the |ast 34 years
working in Florida as a consultant, nuch of the
| ast 15 working with the Arny Corps of Engineers,
contracts wth partnershi ps between EPA and the
DEP, and also with the DOD at key facilities in
Florida with outstanding Florida water bodies. So
| pretty nmuch have spent ny career chasing
nol ecul es around, trying to prevent them from going
into the outstanding Florida water bodies.

And | guess -- | amnot going to repeat al
the things, PIE has got a nice list of reasons why
to deny, but I will tell you what ny initia
t houghts are, is that this systemis a |lot nore
conpl ex than nost fol ks woul d thi nk.

Hi gh saline water, groundwater novenent, it's

not sonething so sinple. And we have spent
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mllions of dollars chasing things around Florida
and pointing fingers as to why things happen and
why they don't.

You know, ny main reason why | can't support
it is there just isn't the information. You know,
a program where you inventory the systens, do sone
tracer studies, sanple around, find out what is
contributing, what problemare we trying to solve?
Is it 10 percent? You know, is there other ways
that we can solve the problemto avoid spending
tens of mllions of dollars. So that's ny nain
reason why | can't really support that.

Secondarily, | think that it's vastly
underesti mated the conplexity of maintaining
systens on the island. | think as an engi neer, and
| have nmanaged sewer system contracts for Sarasota
school board for years, you know, they can be
finicky, and the saltwater is conpl ex.

Personally, for nme, | want to see the County
there when we have these big storns. | would like
the County to step up and partici pate, devel op data
and, in partnership, take responsibility out here
on the island. That's really what we need. And
t hank you for your tine.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your
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t esti nony.

MR. FRIEDVAN: Are you a nenber of PIE or
LA PA?

MR, SEAVY: Yes.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Harry Burke,
you are going to be on deck. Joan Der, you are
after.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. SMTH. Good evening. M nane is Jane
Smith. | bought a house at 33 Bayshore Circle on
Knight Island in 2015. It is ny full-tinme
residence. | vacationed on the island since the
md-'80s with ny | ate husband, and chose to |ive
here full tine. | have anaerobic system

| guess | amhere to say | don't know how
y'all are doing your septic tank, but Charlotte

County has ny nunber, and | have to pay $500 to

Martin Septic to come out twice a year. | just
signed the contract. | have to have the County
conme and inspect. And | just got a letter because

nmy aerobic systemwas drowned by MIton and |
couldn't get nmy electricity up to snuff, so they
noticed that | didn't have it on-line, and they
said they would charge ne $1,000 a day that it

didn't work. Well, that got ny attention.
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And so ny thought is, if we have sonething
that works, and it is inspected, why do we need to
change it? | know that ny septic tank is efficient
and works well, and | don't want to see us have to
be bullied into doing an expensive project with a
private person when | don't think that that's
necessary.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your
testi nony.

MR. FRI EDVAN: Ma' am are you a nmenber of PIE
or LA PA.

M5. SMTH: PIE, | am a nenber

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR, BURKE: Good evening. M nane is Harry
Burke. And I live on Little Gasparilla Island on
Jolly Roger Trail. [It's ny hone, and as | am a
year-round resident.

|, like the rest of -- I, like the rest of the
i sl anders, want to be responsi bl e guardi ans of our
environnent. | n concept, a central sewer system
m ght be a good idea, but this proposal fromEU is
severely flawed for nmany of the reasons that have
been nentioned, including the | ow pressure system

there are no conpetitive bids for installation, the
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oversi ght of the project, no pricing caps or cost
controls, no paynent plans.

They have approached this island with no car
ferry, no commercial activity or paved roads, which
is why we all live there, neans everything has to
be barged over. This neans it takes nore tine and,
t herefore, nore noney doing any sort of
construction, | had a house built, of any sort it's
usual |y around double to build on the mainland, if
not nore.

Fairly or unfairly, the cost of this project
I's not being spread across the entire Charlotte
County taxpayers; therefore, we will be
proportionately paying the huge anount nore being
on an island versus the mainland. W do expect to
pay nore being on an island, but the estinated
costs reported by experts will be crippling for a
| ot of honmeowners, especially those on fixed incone
i ke nysel f.

Those who can't afford, or aren't wanting to
pay for the central sewer will have no option but
to sell. This could be devastating to the real
estate market on the island. Wwo is going to buy a
house that requires an additional potentially

$50, 000 just so they can flush the toilet, unless
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the house is at a steal. This is a |ose-lose for
exi sting honeowners.

Good news, there are excellent environnental
friendly alternatives which are much | ess expensive
that can be retrofitted to the existing sewage
pl ants maki ng them cl eaner and better for the
future. There will be no major disruption to the
i sland and no concentrated raw sewage in a single
or double pipe that, if danaged, w |l cause nmj or
pollution to our pristine island. This alternative
is a wn-wn.

Pl ease do not support this proposal from EU,
as it has so many problens, only sone of which |
have nenti oned.

Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

MR, BURNETT: | am a nenber of PIE.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Menber of PIE.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Joe Savol di,
you are on deck. Jeff Bisgrove, you are after.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. DER. Hello. | amJoan Der. | live at
171 South @Qulf Boul evard on Don Pedro Island with
nmy husband, and we have owned this house for 25

years.
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1 Pl ease deny the EU application to be a

2 provi der of sewer services for our idyllic island.
3 My 1989 septic tank is reliable. | have been able
4 to use it the day after every storm It's

5 resilient. No storm has stopped ny usage. | can

6 use it wthout electricity or a backup generator,

7 or hiring a repair service. It has worked in al

8 cases. | continue to wash dishes and take showers.
9 Thankful |y, because | don't always have all the

10 ot her services | need. | see no convincing need to
11 repl ace what is working well.

12 This proposal will maybe offer inconsequenti al
13 I npact on water quality at a gigantic cost and

14 I nconveni ence. Currently, ny wastewater travels to
15 a tank five feet to ny house. M septic tank.

16 Under the EU proposal, waste woul d be processed to
17 go down a shell covered road, over a single-Iane

18 bri dge, over a doubl e-lane bridge, then under the
19 i ntercoastal waterway, where a ferry operates a

20 m ni nrum of 16 hours a day. |Is that an inprovenent?
21 Are the risks any | ess?

22 My septic has offered negligible risk for the
23 25 years we have lived there. Treatnent happens in
24 nmy yard, one and done. So as far as a private

25 utility is concerned, what incentive does EU have
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to be efficient to hold on you costs? None that |
can see. They receive total reinbursenent, and
they get to charge a profit, which nunicipa
custoners do not get charged.

Qur contractors famliar with the nuances of
our barrier island and ferry access, | can tell
fromyou contractors | have for stormrepair, not
al ways, they try, but they are not always famliar
wi th the nuances. What single point of recourse do
have | when things go wong during the
i npl enentation or after installation? | hope there
Is a performance bond, as one of the earlier
speakers nenti oned.

So ny life could becone nore expensive and
conplicated under this proposal. W already pay
t he highest water prices in the state with a
private utility. Don't approve another private
utility. Please deny this application.

Thank you for [|istening.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your
t esti nony.

MR, FRIEDVAN: Ma'am are you a nenber of
ei ther of those organizations, PIE or LG PA?

MS. DER PIE.

PUBLI C COMVENT
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MR, SAVOLDI: Hello. M nane is Joe Savol di.
I Iitve at 390 Kettle Harbor Drive on Don Pedro
Island. | have been a pernmanent resident since |
am bought ny house in 2017, and | amagainst this
totally and conpletely, for all the reasons that
have al ready been stated, and | won't repeat. |
don't think EUis qualified to do a project of this
si ze and nmagni tude. They have no experience, as
peopl e have pointed out.

| wll talk about ny own septic tank. M
septic systemis an aerobic septic system It's as
green as you could get at the tinme that | had it
installed, in that aerobic systens, you know, you
pay a permt fee annually to the State of Florida.
You pay to have inspectors cone out twice a year,
as soneone previously nentioned. So all in, with
the cost of electricity to run the aeration system
probably a thousand bucks a year | spend because |
care about the environment. | care about the
island. | care about our water purity, the
cleanliness. | want to be a good sanaritan.

The ability to -- the real reason that you
woul d spend that noney for an aerobic systemis
because the gray water or the effluent can be used

for irrigation, and that's helpful. That's -- you

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



134

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

know, it's not just going into your |each field and
going into the ground. | can use it to irrigate ny
property, which then provides nore green habitat
for the island life, |like the gopher tortoises.
And | just would like to see, you know, other
consi derations being nade for alternative sol utions
if we do find out that we actually have a problem
and that, |ike many people have said to ne, the why
of this whole situation is kind of dunbfounding,
because until there has been sone solid proof that
there is a problem there is nothing that needs to
be fixed, in nmy opinion.

MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or
LA PA?

MR, SAVOLDI: Wiy do you want to know? No,
am Yes, PIE

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Jenni fer
Jarvis, you are on deck. Shawn Rae, you are after.

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR BISGROVE: H . M nane is Jeff Bisgrove,
441 Bocilla. | have been on the island for 27
years, sanme septic system

We are really here because the resort needs

sewer. Jack is spearheading it. That's why we are

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com
(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



135

1 here. They have the ability to update their sewer

2 systemfor $1.5 mllion, and we woul dn't be here.

3 They have a contract with the County to hook up to

4 the sewer line that was put in at Pl acida Road at

5 their own expense, which is 2.5 mllion. But yet,

6 they are going to try to jamit up the island

7 expense because they don't want to put up the

8 noney.

9 Jack is out there trying to sell his position
10 at EU. | met with him and he offered it to ne for
11 $11 mllion. Now, if this individual is trying to
12 sell it now, what's he going to do once you give
13 himthe permt?

14 Ckay, and then you got Bocilla Utilities who
15 Is out there trying to sell right now, and he has
16 got a contract wwth them So where is this going?
17 You guys cannot tell ne you are not famliar
18 with the sewer spills and the red tide outbreaks as
19 caused by the sewer spills. Are you not famliar
20 with the $80 million contract that Charlotte County
21 is doing for a new sewer expansion? Do you know

22 that there is a sewer treatnent plant on Bernont

23 Road in Charlotte County that punps their waste

24 into our aquifer, that comes out of a natural

25 spring in Charlotte Harbor, where there is red tide
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1 all the time. Bonita does the sanme thing, it cones
2 out of Dog Pass.

3 So you guys are in charge of the sewer system
4 and we got to beg you not to destroy our

5 envi ronnment, when you guys already know t he damage
6 the environnment does with the sewer. And then to

7 top it all off, you have a County Comm ssi oner who
8 is a builder/devel oper who is spearheading this and
9 pushing it, who is going to benefit fromthe

10 bui |l di ng, and then is has the power to change the
11 zoning to hotels and condos. So this all stens

12 back to where we are at with the resort on the

13 I sl and.

14 So what are we going to do about this? Are we
15 going to continue to | et shady comm ssioners push
16 things along. And this Conmm ssioner was at Dean

17 Beckstead' s bedsi de when he di ed, okay. And Dean
18 was trying to get sewer to the resort before any of
19 this even happened. That's why he got the contract
20 with the County Comm ssioners before he died.

21 Jack Boyer, this is capitalism has an

22 opportunity to make a shit ton of noney off this

23 deal and not even put the sewer in hinself, because
24 as soon as you approve it, he is going to sell it
25 to nme, and then | amgoing to put it in okay. And
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that's what's going on here.

This is all snoke and mrrors. Everybody out
here crying about their houses getting destroyed.
It's true. But you people are on the take too if
you don't do something with this. You need to
i nvestigate what's going on here fromtop to
bottom the zoning changes, the resort. The resort
has property there that they got that they can't
sell until they get their sewer treatnent plant
t aken care of.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Sir, thank you for your
testi nony.

MR. BI SGROVE: Investigate what you're doing
her e.

MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or
LA PA?

MR. BISGROVE: | am a nenber of everything
that is up your ass.

CHAl RMVAN GRAHAM  Ma'am  No, you are up.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. JARVIS: Ckay. Sorry.

Good evening. Thank you very nuch for
allow ng -- good evening. Thank you very nuch for
all owi ng and being patient with all of us, and

heari ng repeat edness over and over again.
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1 Hopefully |I cannot try to repeat sone of the other
2 t hat has happened.

3 Alittle history wwth me. | have been going

4 to the island since | was three. M parents, ny

5 dad bought the ot on LA for $5,6000. He has

6 passed. We took it over very proudly, and try to

7 continue his | egacy and what he has done for us.

8 Now we are 20 years into ownership, and have

9 repl aced our septic system and abide by the County
10 rules in regards to having it punped on a regqul ar
11 basi s, even though we do not rent, and there is

12 only two of us. So every five years, | pay $2, 800
13 roughly to have it punped. | had ny house in

14 W nter Haven, Florida, punped recently, at the tune
15 of $375. There is a huge difference, and we all

16 feel struggle.

17 | amnot a mllionaire, nor do |l claimto be.
18 Don't want to be. There is too many nore probl ens
19 that happen in that. So here's what | have to say.
20 W are very nuch opposed to this system W
21 do not feel as though the warrant is there. |Is

22 there truly a need? | don't see one.

23 Around our area where | am do we have

24 spillage? No, not that | see. W have responsible
25 honmeowner s around us.
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Could there be a spillage? Sure, there could
be. | have heard that there are other people on
the island that are not responsible honeowners.
amsorry for that, because it breaks ny heart that
sonebody wants to hurt sonmething that is so
beautiful to so many peopl e.

Al so, a concern of ours is electricity. You
have heard it before. | won't say it again. Wo
is going to be responsible for that? |s sonebody
going to live on the island fromEU to be able to
respond to the needs that will arise? It's not an
iIf they arise. |It's that they will arise. No
different than the water system There are al ways
going to be issues no matter what. Nothing is
perfect, neither are we.

We feel as though there would be environnent al
I npact on this because we have all said it, we have
all seen it, there is sewage systens that are
dunping in, creating, affecting, encouraging red
tide. W have stopped fishing because the red tide
was so horrible for so many years.

What do you do next? You know, this is
definitely a question that needs to be addressed.
No, we are not opposed to going to a central sewer

system just not what this has been proposed as.
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The expense involved, the tinme involved, | drove
two hours just to be here and wait until 8:30 to
speak.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you for your
testi nony, ma'am

M5. JARVIS: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.

M5. JARVIS: | appreciate it.

MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or
LG PA?

M5. JARVIS: Ld PA

MR, FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Moni ca Erri co,
you are on deck. Kurt Pendergrass, you are after.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR. RAE: (Good evening. M nane is Shawn Rae.
| am a nenber of PIE.

It's interesting, | have becone -- | have
becone a nenber of PIE since 2016. It sounds |ike
Wwe are a terrorist organization, but actually we
just like to get together and share some cocktails
occasi onal ly and have cl eanup projects.

But | am a nechani cal engi neer by degree. |
have spent ny entire career in the water and

wast ewat er i ndustry, first with a pipe
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manuf acturer, and lastly with Ferguson \Wat erwor ks,
part of Ferguson Enterprises. |In that capacity, |
managed our water and wastewater treatnent plant
di vi si on.

And what we did, we would partner with
contractors and engi neers and do design/build
projects. That's a lot of our revenue. So I am
very famliar with the design/build, as we did them
all over the country.

What's concerning here, of all the projects |
bid, fromhard bid to design and build, you have a
m ni mum of three bids, typically five proposals,
wth different designs, different -- if it's a
wast ewat er treatnent plant, going if from20 to 40
mllion gallons a day. You would have three bids,
wi th probably three different alternative designs.

So here, we have one bid, and the design/build
Is that you are pre-qualified, neaning you have
denonstrated that you have built projects of the
scope and cost, successfully conpleted them and if
it's a design/build/ operate, that you have operated
syst ens.

Wiy woul d the County, or why would you all
force us to take one bid froma contractor -- he is

not even a contractor -- who has never built a
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system who or nmintained a systemlike this? Qur
county woul d never go out and take one bid for
20,000 feet of water main, just one bid, and from
sonmeone who has never put in -- 12-inch pipeis
12-i nch pipe.

So what we are being asked is to take one bid
froma conpany that's never done this. It is like
saying, hey, | amgoing to build a 5,000 square
foot hone, | amgoing to get one price in froma
guy who has never built a home. That's just --
that's what you are asking us to accept. And I
appreci ate your tine.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, sir.

Question for you.

MR. FRIEDMAN.  Are you a nenber of PIE or
LG PA?

MR, RAE: | nmentioned that I amnot part of a
terrorist organi zation, but | ama nenber of PIE.

CHAl RMAN GRAHAM  Yes, a nenber of PIE.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. ERRICO Hi, everybody. First and
forenost, thanks for com ng out and allowing us to
have this tine to speak. M nane is Dr. Monica

Errico. | have a Ph.D., MBA, background in
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1 i nfectious decrease, imunol ogy, nol ecul ar

2 bi ochem stry with a little bit of |aw background as
3 well. That has nothing to do with what | am goi ng
4 to speak with here today. It's nore to do with ny
5 wanting to share ny personal experience as to what
6 | have been through on this island since the

7 hurri cane.

8 And so Helene and MIton, | have been -- | am
9 a full-tinme resident on Don Pedro Island, Bocilla
10 in particular. | amone of the ol der hones, where
11 | amone of the few honmes that's deeded to actually
12 a have two single famly residences on ny property.

13 During both Hel ene and MIton, and MIton in
14 particular, | had al nost seven feet of storm surge
15 of water underneath ny house, which is approxi nate
16 to 10-, 11-foot of stormsurge overall. The only
17 thing that is functional on ny house today, to this
18 very day, is ny septic. | don't have stable power.
19 | amthree weeks out fromhaving full power

20 restored to nmy house. | have bl own every

21 appl i ance, washi ng machi ne, di shwasher,

22 refrigerator, HVAC, pool equipnent. Replaced ny
23 HVAC systemtw ce so far since the hurricane. Wat
24 do | think is going to have to happen when | have
25 to have a punp system and a grinder, and a lift?
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| would not be in ny house today.

And | am not going to repeat everything el se
t hat everybody has already tal ked about, but | did
want to poll the audience real quick and say, on a
show of hands, how many people are actually for the
sewer? And how many peopl e are opposed?

Proud nenber of PIE. Thank you.

Questions?

MR. FRIEDVMAN.  No. That was ny question.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, nma'am Thank you
for your testinony.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Enber Har ker,
you are on deck. N ck O Rourke, you are after.

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR, PENDERGRASS: MW nane is Kurt Pendergrass.
| have a house on Little Gasparilla Island. It's
been in our famly for approximately 70 years. W
have never had problens with our septic system
ever. It has been enptied, punped, but that's
expect ed when you have a systemthat's been around
for that | ong.

UNI DENDI FI ED SPEAKER:  Louder.

MR. PENDERGRASS: Sorry, | amlosing ny voice.

| want to talk one thing about water quality.

| don't want to be redundant on all of the
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ridi cul ous reasons that these people are trying to
push this in, and the reasons why it shouldn't be
there. | amdefinitely opposed to it. But | have
been fishing these waters in this area of Florida
nmy entire life. | grewup in Tanpa. | fished
Tanpa Bay all ny life, and I spend ny tinme down
here. Why? Because it's better. It's a better
quality. The water quality is great. | have heard
people say it is not. The facts do not support
that. The facts support that the water quality is
great. The fishery is great. They ban us from
catching fish when there is thousands and thousands
of the sanme fish that we can't catch because of red

tide, and they try to justify that for years

sonetines. It doesn't hurt the fishery. It hurts
the fisherman. He is still catching, he just can't
eat them

But | have seen manat ees do nore damage eati ng
seagrass in our waters here than what | believe any
septic system does. Septic system are desi gned
specifically to filter out the bad stuff of that
gets back into the water. Can there be |each and
damage fromstuff like the |ast couple of
hurri canes we had? Absolutely. It doesn't even

conpare to what there -- could happen if we have a
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wat er systemthat's being proposed here.

And | want to answer the question that people
don't seemto really figure out that they really
have. Wiy were we here? The first red flag that
we shoul d have is the nane of the conpany that's
maki ng this proposal, Environnmental Utilities.

Most conpanies in Florida and around the
country that use this word, environnmental, are not
environnmental. It's about noney. That's the only
reason we are here, because sonebody wants to make
a lot of noney off of a |ot of people that don't
need what they are proposing, and we are asking you
to not do that. That's the legal definition of
extortion that you are being asked to participate
in.

We don't need it. We don't want it. And if
they can't afford it, then they shouldn't have it.
And if you force us to have it, then we should own
part ownership of the conpany, and a majority
ownership of it.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.

MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE?

MR, PENDERGRASS:. No.

MR, FRI EDMAN: LG PA?
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MR. PENDERGRASS: Yes.
MR FRI EDMAN:  Ckay.
PUBLI C COMMENT
M5. HARKER: Hello. M nane is Enber Harker.
| am the Comrunications Director for PIE. | ama
full-time resident on Kettle Harbor Drive.

When we tal k about the need to service, we

definitely tal k about water testing, and obviously,

what this huge group of people has to say about it.

But it stands to reason to nme that if | were going

to put out a utility, and | were going to inspect

whet her or not there was a need for service, that

you m ght actually poll the people who you woul d be

giving that service to. And | want to be very

cl ear that EU has never asked, to the best of ny

know edge, never perfornmed any kind of pole, or

asked anyone on that island whether or not they

actually wanted this service.
Beyond that, up until today, | had never
tal ked to a single person that wants the sewer.
And to the best of my knowl edge, the only people |
knew t hat supported the sewer were famly nenbers
and friends.
He said he had 79 letters from people. Were

are they? Because ny count, we have about five or
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six people talk that were sewer today; whereas, you
have got about 150 people here that are saying no.

So beyond that, | want to talk a little bit
about cost. The County recently did a -- rel eased
a estimate that they think it costs about $30, 000
for themto install the sewer on the mainland. EU
Is saying they can do it for 20. And one thing
that is an inalienable truth on this island is that
not hing costs less on the island than it does on
t he mai nl and.

To that point, a $600,000 markup for barge
fees is absurd. And | amgoing to tell you that,
because | built ny house two years ago. M barge
fees were over $100,000 for one house, ny 1,850
square foot mansi on was over $100,000. So if one
house costs that nmuch, there is no way that
$600, 000 is going to cover it.

| al so have severe concerns about a | ot of the
feedback -- or the testinony of Jonathan Col e
today. | took copious notes. He said so nany
t hi ngs that you heard were literally laughable to
this audience. Things like, there is a short |ine
for the ferry in the norning. That's sonebody that
doesn't know what they are tal king about. Saying

that a big excavator would just take up a few car
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spots on the barge. No, it takes up the whole
barge every tinme. And he didn't say -- he said, |
don't think there is going to be any tidal inpact.
Sonebody already nmentioned that we had to wait
three weeks for our trash to get picked up because
of | ow tide.

So ultimately EU had years to do water
testing. They didn't doit, and | going to ask you
why. The reason they didn't do it is because Jack
said very clearly in his testinony, quote, it cones
down to noney. It's sinply not about the
envi ronnent here. |It's about the cost, and what
you can do with this permt. So | politely ask you
to refuse his request for the permt.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am

COWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Kat hryn Judd,
you are on deck. Jaci Wasserman, you will be after
t hat .

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR O ROURKE: Hello. MW nane is Nick
O Rourke. | live on Little Gasparilla Island with
my w fe and seven kids, where we have lived for the
last -- this is our fifth year.

On Little Gasparilla, we have what | consi der

to be -- I am-- also, | nmanage and run a gener al
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1 contracting conpany on Little Gasparilla Island.

2 And on our island, | can't say as nmuch for Palm

3 I sl and because | feel like the two islands are

4 different. W have to figure out our own way on

5 Little Gasparilla. And Palmlsland has multiple

6 barges that bring people back and forth, obviously,
7 for a fee.

8 But on our side island, it costs over $2,000

9 to have your septic tank punped. And while I

10 wat ched ny overrun into the road every tine ny wfe
11 did laundry, it took nme six nonths to get sonebody
12 to cone out and punp it, and | ama contractor. |
13 do business with these guys every single day.

14 There is only two people that do it.

15 Secondly, after lan, our island had nobody to
16 barge stuff back and forth. Not one experienced

17 barge nmenber. And all of a sudden, out of nowhere,
18 Rob Hi Il popped up, and he said, | will take care
19 of it. And we rebuilt our entire island with a man
20 who had never run a single barge back and forth.

21 | believe that if | -- as a contractor,

22 don't -- | can't do the engineering, so | hired an
23 engineer, and | pay themto do the part that | am
24 not equipped to do. And | feel like we have to use
25 alittle bit of common sense here.
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There is no question that our waters are being
pol luted. That we are | osing our grasslands. The
statistics are everywhere. The State has given its
law and its nandate that we are supposed to change
over to sewer, but there is nobody here to do it
except for one person. So | say, let's provide
oversight, and let's get it done, and let's get our
i sl and cl eaned up.

| won't even let ny kids -- so our house is up
to code. M cat box is in ny back yard, it's built
up, right? 1 have a little litter box. M
nei ghbor's is not because it's going to cost him
$40, 000. That neighbor is not. That Nei ghbor
happens to be honeless. And you know what the only
thing that works on his house is, his septic tank.
He goes and gets -- he gets water out of the bay,
he puts it in his toilet and he flushes it because
it works. But five nonths out of the year, his
septic tank is under water. And so in order for ne
to get fromny house, and ny kids to get from our
house to the dock with our groceries, we have to
wal k t hrough knee deep of water that's just 50 feet
away. His septic tank and his leach field is
conpletely under water. And he is not the only

one.
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And there is nobody -- nobody fromthe County
Is comng out to inspect these septic tanks, and so
| beg you, if you are not going to approve sewer,
send the County -- cone out once a nonth and
I nspect these septic tanks, because | personally,
since MIton, have been asked by nmultiple
homeowners to cone out and send ny guys to shovel
the sand out of their septic tank because their
nei ghbors did it, and theirs is working fine.

And | think that, as a generation who is going
to be here to see what happens to those waters --
to the rest of those waters, |like, | have a
comercial pilot's |icense. | have been
comercially fishing in these waters since the
early "90s. And | amtelling you, it's different.
| haven't seen five -- | have lived on the island
for five years. | haven't seen three redfish on ny
dock in the last five years.

20 years ago, they were everywhere. Everyone
-- people canme fromeverywhere to catch redfish
her e.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Sir. Thank you for your
testi nony.

MR, O ROURKE: Thank you.

MR. FRI EDMAN: No questi ons.
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CHAl RMAN GRAHAM  Sir, excuse ne, sir, we have
guestion for you.

MR. VOLPE: Thank you.

M. O Rourke, | just have one quick question.
Are you related to the applicant?

MR, O ROURKE: M. Boyer, he is ny
father-in-|aw

MR. VOLPE: kay. Thank you.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. JUDD: Hello. M nane is Kathryn Judd.

Me and ny husband |ive on the island, and we have
been there about four years now. | want to thank
you for allowing us this opportunity to talk with
y'all.

So I was actually on the island during lan. |
was havi ng ny house rock back and forth. And
during that time, after | came out of it, the only
thing that was working was my septic. | was
wor king on a gas grill, and during that two weeks,
al nost three weeks that we did not have power, |
what is able to actually cook and be able to use
the bathroomin ny house that | could not get out
of because | was barricaded in trees all around ne.
Peopl e had to actually cut trees to get to ne and

around ny house on all the roads. M house was --
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| live in the damage -- survived.

So as the last hurricanes have becone nore
frequent, it shows how this potentially would be
hazardous with a few weeks of no electricity, and
the last -- we are the last to get connected to the
el ectricity grid whenever a storm cones through,
creating the potential backups in the system

By denying the EU central sewage system-- we
contribute to Charlotte County as a whole, they
could not process all the waste that they had, and
had to release into the Gulf. Keeping septic
creates |l ess stress for the entire system of
Charl otte County.

Qur septic allows our waste to be per property
basi s, and has not caused ne any issues on our
property in the past four years, even going through
MIlton and Helene. This is not a solution. It
will create nore problens with an i nadequate
system

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you.

MS. JUDD: | have been. Yes, | have been.

MR. FRI EDMAN: Wi ch one?

M5. JUDD: PIE, | have been, yes. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOVO SM TH: Ms. Vsser nan,
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you are up. After will be Troy Szukhent.
PUBLI C COMMENT

M5. WASSERMAN: It's Jaci, by the way.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO SM TH:  Jaci. Okay. |
apol ogi ze.

M5. WASSERVMAN:  Hi, you all. Listen, it's
been very interesting listening. W cane here to
see what was going on --

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Ma' am speak into the
m cr ophone.

M5. WASSERMAN. | amsorry. | amsorry. | am
usually a loud talker.

| said it's been very interesting to listen to
what's been going on, and | |ive on Marsh Street on
Little Gasparilla Island. W are newbies. W cane
here four years ago, and we |ove the island. W
wanted to get away from quote/unquote,
civilization, and we found a paradi se here.

W have never, and | nean never -- the house
was built in 1978, and there has never been a
problemw th the septic tank. There nust be a
reason. | nean, yes, prophylactically, I will have
it drained when | need to, or cleaned, and we drop
the things, the pellets in the toilet when you have

to every nonth. W do what we have to do
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1 prophylactically to maintain the system

2 If the systemain't broke, why the hell are we

3 trying to fix it? It's not fair to ask ne, on a

4 fixed incone, to try to shell out noney. | am not

5 going to a bank. | amnot exposing ny taxes. | am

6 not exposi ng anythi ng about ny noney to get a | oan

7 to take care of this. And now!| hear | can't even

8 get a | oan because it's private.

9 Jack, why are you doing this? | know that you
10 want to |ine your pockets for the future |egacy of
11 your children, but my house is supposed to be part
12 of ny legacy to ny children.

13 | have an autistic grandson that |oves to cone
14 here, and now if this passes, kiss it goodbye. And
15 you know what, it's also going to be a fire sale on
16 the island, because too many people are not going
17 to be able to afford to stay, and all of a sudden
18 the real estate is going to go wld.

19 | just spoke to ny realtor the other day just
20 out of curiosity to see what ny house was wort h.

21 It's down $20,000 -- excuse ne, $200,000. That's a
22 | ot of noney to be losing. And especially with all
23 of this talk, it's really making it difficult.

24 So I don't know what's going to happen. | am
25 not happy about it. The old saying is if it ain't
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1 broke, don't fix it. It's a bad deal. It's a bad
2 deal for all of us. It snells. It's not right.

3 Maybe nore work should be put into it as a

4 conpari son to convince us of what we are doing to
5 make it right, to nake it feel better. But right
6 now, when | go to bed at night, I am/losing sleep
7 over this, because | can't afford what you are

8 tal ki ng about.

9 Thank you.

10 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am for your
11 testi nony.

12 MS. WASSERMAN:.  Yes.

13 MR. FRIEDVAN: Are you a nenber --

14 MS. WASSERMAN:  No.

15 MR. FRI EDMAN:  Ckay.

16 PUBLI C COMMENT

17 MR. SZUKHENT: Good evening. M nane is Troy
18 Szukhent. | live at 400 North Gulf Boul evard on
19 Palmlsland. | ama menber of PIE as well.
20 My wife Deb and | have owned our home for the
21 past six years, and | have lived here full time for
22 the | ast al nost two-and-a-half, since Hurricane
23 I an, rebuilding and recovering fromthe damage from
24 Hurri cane | an.
25 | have actually been comng to Pal ml sl and
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since 2004 vacationing. W actually didn't buy
until 2019.

M/ wife and | are not in support of the sewer
systemfor the island. Al of our friends and
nei ghbors that | have spoken to on the island, |
have not tal ked with one, has been in support of
t he sewer.

The proposal, as far as | can determ ne, was
conpl etely unsolicited by island residents and not
based on need for service. | find it really
ridiculous and infuriating that residents have to
continually take tinme away from work and ot her
tasks, the rebuilding and recovery we have had to
our hones, just to conme here and fight sonething
that we didn't request from outside and, frankly,
don't want it.

We have been through the three actual damages
from-- actual danage fromthree hurricanes in the
past two years. The rebuild and recovery has been
|l ong and slow. The financial |ow continues to
rise, and during resources to rebuild, also trying
to upgrade and mtigate for future weather rel ated
damage as well. Those upgrades generally are not
covered by any insurance paynents that you

eventually end up getting, which we all know how
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that goes with the insurance conpanies right now
anyway.

M ni mal rei nbursenents received, it often
takes a long tinme to pay it out. And like it said,
it doesn't usually cover these inprovenents.

During the six years, and through the storns,
we have never had an issue with our septic system
It hasn't failed at all. W have it punped out
regularly. And because of the fact that | had the
sewer system and that was working. | was able to
begi n recovering i nmediately on ny hone through all
three hurricanes.

The reason for our opposition to the sewer are
many. The exorbitant cost we would incur are
unacceptable. Those costs include -- they are not
all included in the EU proposal, including the need
and installation of a backup generator if you want
to keep working when the power goes out. That al so
i ncl udes that you have to have a fuel source for
that generator as well, which you m ght be putting
a propane tank in. Those are all costs that
weren't figured into this.

You hire you a plunber, you hire an
el ectrician, you have to have your service panel

repl aced. M service panel is alnost nmaxed out as
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1 it is, and | had it replaced after lan, which we

2 were stripped to the studs, all ceilings and fl oors
3 fromlan, and we just finished two weeks before

4 Hel ene hit.

5 The i nconveni ence of longer ferry lines and

6 increased tine getting on and off the island. Wth
7 | arger traffic roads and -- or traffic |oads and

8 the road congestion on the island are a | ot of

9 concerns to us.

10 Due to the fact that we have a shared | ot

11 al so, | have nei ghbors who |live behind us on the
12 canal side, there would be required two easenents
13 to go through ny property to take their pipe to

14 their property. As | understand it, the easenents
15 we woul d not be able to build over or drive over.
16 The front yard of ny property is where we park is
17 because we have a shared driveway, and so we

18 cleared the front to be able to park our cars in
19 the front so that our nei ghbors can get back and
20 forth.

21 CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Sir, thank you for your

22 testi nony.

23 MR, SZUKHENT: Certainly.

24 MR. FRIEDVAN. Are you a nenber of PIE or

25 LA PA?
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MR. SZUKHENT: | am a nenber of PIE. W had
eye contact when | said it. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN GRAHAM  So now t hat was our | ast
speaker that we had signed up. |Is there anybody in
t he audi ence that wi shed to speak that was not
si gned up?

Ma' am cone on up, give us your nane and
address for the record, and you will be given three
mnutes. M ' am were you here when we swore the
crowd in earlier?

M5. MAYMARD: | had to go back out because ny
daughter had an injury actually at the library.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Ma' am over here. Wre you
here when we swore the crowd in earlier?

M5. MAYMARD: | was earlier, but then | got
taken out because ny daughter fell over at the
library, so | was dealing with the nedic. | don't
have a statenent, | have a --

CHAIl RVAN GRAHAM  Ma'am first of all, over
here, once again, in front of you.

M5. MAYMARD: | own two properties --

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  No. Were you here when |
swore in all the other w tnesses?

M5. MAYMARD: No, | wasn't.

CHAl RVAN GRAHAM  Okay. Could | just get you
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to raise your right hand?

(Wher eupon, Chairman G aham adm ni stered the

)
PUBLI C COMVENT
M5. MAYMARD: Yeah.
CHAI RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you.
M5. MAYMARD: | own two properties on Don
Pedro. | kind of just want to have a question,

because we had a little bit new information cone
out tonight.

Have you guys al ready deci ded, and we are
wasting our tine here?

CHAl RMAN GRAHAM  No, ma'am There is no
decision. W are just here to hear your testinony.
We are not necessarily here to answer any
guesti ons.

M5. MAYMARD: Well, that's basically what |
had, because | was listening to a |ot of these good
people talk, and then | listened to the other nman
tal k, and there just seens to be infornmation
mssing. So | guess | amjust confused, and | am
worried, because | also have two properties that |
have to deal with. And unfortunately, | amin a
position where I mght not be able to afford that.

And | think a ot of questions that need to be
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answered prior. | nean, this seens very serious.

I may seemlike ignorant in sone of it, which |
probably am but | did hear what was going on
tonight, and | think -- | just think there is nore
answer s needed.

CHAIl RVAN CRAHAM We are a |long way away from
an answer. W are just --

M5. MAYMARD: That's -- you know, | just need
to say ny peace. That's all. | appreciate your
time, and thank you for a being here.

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you very mnuch.

MR, FRIEDVAN: Ma'am are you a nenber of
PIE -- are you a nenber of PIE or LGPl A?

M5. MAYMARD: | was for years until | got
these. The past three years, it's been nedical or
Pl E

CHAI RMAN GRAHAM  Thank you, ma'am

Well, seeing there is no other speakers, |
want to thank everybody for com ng out today. W
are going to be doing a service hearing again
tonorrow norning at 9:30. [If any of your neighbors
that want to cone out that want to speak, once
again, it's going to be here tonorrow at 9: 30.

Thank you so very nuch. You guys were a great

crowd, believe it or not, and for being under
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1 control, | do appreciate it. And, everybody,
2 pl ease travel safe.
3 W are adj our ned.

4 (Proceedi ngs concl uded.)
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 01                   P R O C E E D I N G S

 02            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.  Good afternoon,

 03       everyone.  I want to welcome everybody here for the

 04       service hearing part for Environmental Utilities'

 05       application for a wastewater certificate in

 06       Charlotte County.  This is a very important part of

 07       our process.  This is the service hearing.  This is

 08       when we get to hear from you, the customer.

 09            My name is Art Graham.  I am bookend by my

 10       right by Commissioner Clark, and by my left by

 11       Commissioner Passidomo Smith.  We are excited about

 12       what it is you have to say.

 13            Before I dig any deeper into this, I want for

 14       staff to read the notice.

 15            MR. DOSE:  By notice issued on December 30th,

 16       2024, this time and place has been set for a

 17       customer service hearing in Docket No. 20240032-SU.

 18       The purpose of the hearing is set out more fully in

 19       the notice.

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Let's take appearances.

 21            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Martin Friedman on behalf of

 22       Environmental Utilities.

 23            MR. KELSKY:  Brad Kelsky on behalf of Palm

 24       Island Estates Association, Inc.

 25            MS. COTHERMAN:  Linda Cotherman, Pro Se.
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 01            MR. VOLPE:  Robert Volpe on behalf of Little

 02       Gasparilla Island Preservation Alliance, Inc.

 03            MS. CHARTIER-HOGANCAMP:  Valerie

 04       Charier-Hogancamp on behalf of Little Gasparilla

 05       Island Preservation Alliance, Inc.

 06            MR. DOSE:  For Commission staff, Daniel Dose

 07       and Major Thompson.

 08            MS. HELTON:  And Mary Anne Helton here as your

 09       Advisor.

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.  So we are going to

 11       start this of a little early.  We are supposed to

 12       -- scheduled to start at 6:00, but I figured there

 13       is no reason why we all need to sit around here and

 14       wait another half-an-hour for that to start.  We

 15       will make another announcement at six o'clock, but

 16       let's just get started with the people we have here

 17       now.

 18            Since we have so many people, we want to limit

 19       everybody to three minutes.  We have the light box

 20       that's here.  When you start, the green light will

 21       be.  On, when the yellow light comes on, you know

 22       you have one minute left.  And when the red light

 23       is on, you know you are done.

 24            Now, please respect each other's time, because

 25       so far, we got, like, 30 people signed up, and I
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 01       know there is more coming.  That's literally an

 02       hour-and-a-half if everybody takes exactly three

 03       minutes.  So sit back and think about your

 04       neighbors, think about everyone else that's here.

 05            Also take into account -- I know this is kind

 06       of strenuous for a lot of people.  A lot of people

 07       aren't used to coming to the microphone and

 08       speaking in public.  Take a deep breath.  There is

 09       no judgment here.  Just tell us what you think

 10       about the utility.  Tell us they are doing a

 11       fantastic job.  Tell us they are doing a lousy job.

 12       Tell us, you know, they provide great service.

 13       Tell us they don't provide great service.  Give us

 14       some details.

 15            And I know there is going to be a lot of

 16       duplicate, but it's not necessary to say that.  You

 17       can say, I agree with what everybody else has said,

 18       but specifically for me, this is the case.  It's

 19       also -- it's great to say ditto.  It's great to say

 20       all those other things.

 21            As Commissioner Passidomo Clark loves to say

 22       all the time, always feel free to send us an email,

 23       send us that snail mail, or you can just call, I

 24       mean, but it's not just all the three minutes where

 25       you here at the podium.  And at the end of all of
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 01       this, if you are still here and you want to speak

 02       after everybody else has spoken, I will sit here

 03       and listen to you speak another three minutes if

 04       you feel like there is something you haven't gotten

 05       off your chest.

 06            This is part of the official record, so know

 07       that this is all going to be part of what we use to

 08       make the determination.

 09            There is not going to be any clapping.  There

 10       is not going to be any booing, or any of that kind

 11       of stuff, because it doesn't add a thing to the

 12       process but just drag things out.  And I just hope

 13       that you would keep the professionalism and stick

 14       with that, because I know the tendency is going to

 15       be there, and I have been through 100 of these

 16       things.  Just please refrain from doing that.

 17            If you want to send an email, the email

 18       address is clerk@psc.state.fl.us., and that's in

 19       the handouts in the front if you don't have that.

 20       And refer to Docket No. 20240032-SU.

 21            I think I got everything covered in that.  Oh,

 22       after you give your three minutes, you will be

 23       subject to cross-examination, so any one of the

 24       parties here can ask you a question.  There is no

 25       friendly cross, so remember that.  I will cut you
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 01       off if you are trying to get someone to perpetuate

 02       whatever that point of view is.  Just try to

 03       understand what the question is, and let's stay

 04       away from the friendly cross.

 05            This can be a very efficient method we are

 06       going through now.  And if for some reason we run

 07       out of time and the ferry leaves, we are going to

 08       do the same thing again tomorrow morning at 9:30.

 09       You can feel free to come tomorrow at 9:30.

 10            That all being said, let's do opening

 11       statements.  Everybody has got three minutes.  Mr.

 12       Friedman.

 13            MR. FRIEDMAN:  As I said -- as I said earlier,

 14       and I won't reiterate a lot of it, but if you look

 15       at the aerials of the service area, you will see

 16       that it's surrounded by water, and there is water

 17       inside.  The science is telling us that septic

 18       tanks pollute.  They don't treat anything.  They

 19       pollute, and the nutrients that come out of the

 20       septic tank are damaging to the environment.  You

 21       heard that from Dr. Lapointe, who is probably the

 22       foremost expert on that subject in the state of

 23       Florida.

 24            Mr. Cole, who is a professional engineer --

 25       the nature of this kind of proceeding, we have --
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 01       there is no system built, so we work off of

 02       estimates and preliminary design plans, and that is

 03       what Mr. Cole has done, which he has done a

 04       preliminary design.  He does work in this area, as

 05       he testified, and he gave us estimates of what

 06       those construction costs are.  And I think his

 07       arguments are more compelling than maybe others

 08       that you heard.

 09            You are going to hear a lot of customers

 10       complain.  And as I brought up earlier, you can't

 11       rely on looking at the docket to know how many

 12       people -- or how many properties are actually

 13       represented by people who are objecting.  Our

 14       analysis of what's in the PSC docket is that, you

 15       know, there is about 14 percent of the people on

 16       the -- 14 percent of the proposed customers who

 17       actually are objecting.  They are just filing -- as

 18       you heard from the witness this morning, she and

 19       her husband sent 12 objections to the Commission.

 20       So it looks like -- and that's her and her husband

 21       both.  So that one lot is represented by 12

 22       objections.  And I think you will see that is very

 23       prevalent when these people testify and I asked ask

 24       them about that.

 25            So, you know, the hope is to understand that
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 01       this is a very vocal minority, and they should not

 02       be allowed to dictate what's contrary to good

 03       science and good environmental practice.

 04            Thank you.

 05            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Little Gasparilla.

 06            MR. VOLPE:  Thank you, Commissioner.

 07            As we mentioned in our opening statement

 08       earlier, that EU did this application has not met

 09       the requirements for this certificate, specifically

 10       there is no demonstration of need.  And one of the

 11       criteria for demonstration of need is requests.

 12       There has been a handful of requests, and that is

 13       overwhelmingly contradicted by the customers, or

 14       the people that would be customers in the proposed

 15       service territory who have been in opposition to

 16       this proposed utility.

 17            Little Gasparilla Island Preservation

 18       Alliance, Inc., has, as we heard earlier, over 200

 19       members.  It's -- for a young organization, there

 20       is only 300 and something residents on Little

 21       Gasparilla Island.  So the assertion that it's

 22       14 percent of the customers is just not true.  I

 23       mean, we represent at least 50 percent of the

 24       properties on Little Gasparilla Island alone.  And

 25       as you heard earlier from our Chair, the position

�0013

 01       of the members is overwhelmingly opposed to this.

 02       Not a single member responded to our survey in

 03       support of this system.

 04            And as we heard earlier, and I believe that

 05       some residents will probably speak to, is that the

 06       cost to the customer of this system is a huge --

 07       will be a huge financial burden.  This is an area

 08       that went through two major hurricanes, had seven

 09       or eight feet of storm surge.  People are

 10       rebuilding their houses.  People are recovering

 11       from that, and the idea of having to pay an

 12       up-front fee of -- we estimate to be close to

 13       40,000.  Even if you use the numbers provided by

 14       the utility it would be over $20,000 per household,

 15       in addition to what they are looking at for harm

 16       from the storms is just an overwhelming financial

 17       burden and would be unjust.

 18            The rates that are calculated are not fair and

 19       reasonable, and for that -- those reasons, we

 20       oppose the proposed utility.

 21            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 22            Palm Island.

 23            MR. KELSKY:  Thank you.

 24            I won't reiterate what I said earlier today

 25       because it's going to be the same, and I imagine
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 01       it's going to be the same for what you hear from

 02       the rest of -- or at least the overwhelming

 03       majority of the people that are here.

 04            The testimony in the record that was admitted,

 05       prefiled testimony, PIE consists of about 240

 06       households, represented by 390 individuals, the

 07       overwhelming majority of which are opposed to

 08       sewer.  Coupled with the fact that there has been

 09       no testing, and the major concession on, that I

 10       believe, is seven percent full-time resident rate,

 11       along with the fact that there has never been an

 12       extrapolation based upon that low percentage of

 13       full-time residents, renders the underlying science

 14       unreliable and not believable.

 15            And, again, there is no need.  The PSC heard

 16       this in 2022, and came up with that same

 17       conclusion, that it's the same application, and

 18       they had the same opportunities as they did then

 19       that they didn't take advantage of now.  No

 20       testing.  There is no need, and I think you will

 21       here that over and over again and I don't need to

 22       say anything else.

 23            Thank you.

 24            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 25            MS. COTHERMAN:  I just -- I think you will be
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 01       hearing some more detail from the residents, but

 02       other than that, ditto for me.

 03            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 04            Okay.  Are there any elected officials that

 05       wish to speak that are here?

 06            Okay.  So, now, Commissioner Passidomo Smith

 07       is going to call three at a time.  As you notice,

 08       there is two seats right here by the podium.  That

 09       way so we are not always waiting for somebody to

 10       get up and make their way up here.

 11            The first person she calls will be at the mic,

 12       the next person will be the first chair, and the

 13       next person will be the next chair.  And so we will

 14       try to run this efficiently as possibly so we can

 15       just kind of click along.  I am doing this for your

 16       good as much as our good, and we make sure we hear

 17       as much as we can from everybody that's here, as

 18       efficiently as we possibly can.

 19            So before we do all of that, we need to swear

 20       you all in.  So anybody that plans on speaking

 21       today, if I can get you to stand up, hold up your

 22       right hand.

 23            (Applause.)

 24            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Once again, we will not have

 25       any clapping.
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 01            (Whereupon, Chairman Graham administered the

 02  oath.)

 03            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 04            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  All right.  So

 05       the -- and I am going to just apologize up front.

 06       My maiden name is Passidomo, so I understand about

 07       butchering last names.  I am so sorry if I say it

 08       wrong, so correct me when you get to the podium if

 09       I pronounce your name wrong.

 10            So we have got -- our first time names are

 11       going to be Guy Batsel, Art Flatau, and then Guy

 12       Hurst.

 13            So Mr. Batsel, you are first.

 14                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 15            MR. BATSEL:  Members of the Commission, my

 16       name is Guy Batsel.  I am a lifelong resident of

 17       Florida, and I moved to Charlotte County in 1971.

 18       At that time, there were 27,000 people in this

 19       county, and most of them used septic tanks.  There

 20       were very few central utilities, developed

 21       utilities, Englewood and Punta Gorda had sewage

 22       treatment plants.

 23            In the 1970s, as you know, those of you who

 24       are old enough, a truth about septic tanks became

 25       public knowledge.  Septic tanks leach into the
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 01       aquifer and into the adjoining waters that surround

 02       them, causing a degradation of those waters.

 03            That truth has been known since the 1970s.  In

 04       fact, in 1980, when the committee to draft the

 05       first comprehensive plan in Charlotte County was

 06       appointed, of which I was a member, there was

 07       specific language in the comprehensive plan which

 08       discouraged the proliferation of septic tanks in

 09       Charlotte County, and that language remains.

 10            My wife and I have owned properties on the

 11       barrier islands on Boca Grande, Little Gasparilla,

 12       Don Pedro and Knight Islands, from 1979 to 2011.

 13       We currently are the current owner of a beach front

 14       lot on Little Gasparilla.  So we are familiar with

 15       the issues of these barrier islands.

 16            It seems to me it's a matter of common sense.

 17       Your septic tanks do what they are supposed -- what

 18       they are set to do, there is a need for a central

 19       sewage service on the island.

 20            Now, in the recent years, there have been two

 21       bills passed by the Legislature, I believe it's

 22       Senate Bill 712 and House Bill 1379.  Those two

 23       bills discourage septic tanks on the barrier

 24       islands, provide $100 million for the acquisition

 25       of lands and for the support of barrier island
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 01       utilities.  And as I recall, Governor DeSantis has

 02       approp -- has given $30 million in grants and loans

 03       to barrier island utilities to centralize sewer

 04       service.

 05            I have known Jack and Dianne Boyer for 40

 06       years.  Jack has operated Little Gasparilla Water

 07       Company for that period of time.  So he has the

 08       experience to operate this utility as well.

 09            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Mr. Batsel, thank you for

 10       your many.  Hold on for any cross-examination.

 11            MR. FRIEDMAN:  No.

 12            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Any questions?

 13            Sir, thank you very.

 14            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  All right.  So

 15       Mr. Flatau, and then Mr. Guy Hurst.  And then

 16       Andrew Hagelin, you are on third.

 17                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 18            MR. FLATAU:  Hello.  My name is Art Flatau.  I

 19       have been a homeowner on LGI since 1987.  We

 20       started coming to Charlotte Harbor from Tampa to

 21       fish in the mid-'70s.  Our first home was mainly

 22       used on the weekends, late evening arrivals with my

 23       children, walking from the bayside to the beach

 24       house through ankle deep water with a smell of

 25       sewage was not unusual during the summer rainy
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 01       season.  The septic tanks for that home was

 02       partially exposed, the one that we bought, and

 03       required replacing a decade later when we sold the

 04       house so we can build our final resting place.  I

 05       did not recognize this as a problem during

 06       ownership as there is no smell or sign of leakage,

 07       but realized at the time that we sold, I should

 08       probably have fixed it sooner.

 09            Our new home was built in 2010 and required

 10       installation of an aerated septic system, which

 11       cost, at that time, $25,000.  That's in $2,010.  It

 12       could be twice that much now.  Who knows?  And

 13       requires yearly state inspection at a cost of $400.

 14       Maintenance issues have not been unusual, requiring

 15       repair primarily of the aerator system.

 16            Recent hurricanes exposed the drain field

 17       floating the cover off.  The cement take allowed

 18       seawater and sand into the tank, requiring removal

 19       of the same.  Our current home is built on one of

 20       the highest elevations on LGIPA, four feet above

 21       sea level.  It I did two to three feet in my

 22       property with a posthole digger, I hit water, I hit

 23       the water table.

 24            We heard today from an expert witness that you

 25       need two feet of unsaturated soil below the drain
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 01       field.  The pipe is four inches in diameter.  It

 02       needs to be buried in six to nine inches.  That's a

 03       total of three feet one inch.  That leaves zero

 04       room for error.  And during the rainy season, or

 05       king high tide, all of the earth is absolutely

 06       saturated.  I believe this is a major contributing

 07       factor to septic failure on LGI.

 08            It's hard to believe that septic system runoff

 09       doesn't infiltrate the water table, allowing

 10       harmful nutrients and bacteria into the water

 11       surrounding our island.  I believe the majority of

 12       LGI homeowners, if honest, would admit to

 13       witnessing malfunctioning septic system at some

 14       point in time, either visually or olfactory sense.

 15            As far as the environmentally impact of fully

 16       functioning septic systems, I believe the

 17       Gasparilla Sound fishery has taken a significant

 18       hit.  In the '80s and '90s, a trip to Bull Bay or

 19       Turtle Bay would renown God's stock, more

 20       frequently result in catch and release of 30 to 40

 21       redfish.  In fact, duration those years, Tom

 22       McCune, may he rest in peace, the well-known Tampa

 23       Tribune sports writer, would yearly arrange and

 24       chronicle the Scott Moore Guided Redfish trip with

 25       the Bucks head football coach to Bull Bay and
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 01       Turtle Bay.

 02            A couple short stories.  One night, while

 03       fishing in the early '90s, I ran aground on a grass

 04       flat just southeast of the intercoastal waterway in

 05       the channel leading to Gasparilla Marina.  I jumped

 06       out of the boat and grabbed the bow line and began

 07       pulling us into deeper waters.  My friend shined a

 08       light into the water, and what I saw amazed me.

 09       Literally hundreds of pairs of gold eyes staring

 10       back at me, the flat was absolutely covered in

 11       shrimp.

 12            Another night, I went to the phosphate dike on

 13       the southern part of Boca Grande, where I watched

 14       locals dip crab nets into the outgoing tide

 15       catching beautiful blue crabs as fast as they could

 16       dip their net.  Does is anyone really think our

 17       water remains as productive?

 18            I met local guide Jeff Totten shortly after

 19       Ian.  We were neighbors at Gasparilla Marina.  Jeff

 20       guides here and in the Florida Keys.  I asked him

 21       at that time about septic-to-sewer conversion.  He

 22       told me the remarkable result they experienced in

 23       the Keys where, in short time after their

 24       septic-to-sewer conversion, the canal waters became

 25       pristine.  The results seen in the Keys has become
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 01       the poster child for septic-to-sewer conversion.  I

 02       strongly urge anyone not familiar with these

 03       results to simply search on-line Florida Keys

 04       septic-to-sewer conversion.

 05            Recently, we spoke again regarding the local

 06       waters --

 07            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Art, thank you for your

 08       testimony.  Hold on for any cross-examination.

 09            MR. FRIEDMAN:  None.

 10            MS. CHARTIER-HOGANCAMP:  None.

 11            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 12            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  After Mr. Hurst

 13       goes, Andrew Hagelin, you are next, then Jeannie

 14       James, then Brittany Essig?  Essig?  Thank you.

 15            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, your name for the

 16       record, please.

 17                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 18            MR. HURST:  Guy Hurst.  I live on LGI, and I

 19       am -- I don't want the new sewer system.  And what

 20       we didn't talk about today, all the experts talking

 21       about, is the service that we are going to get.  So

 22       here's what we get with the water service right now

 23       with these same people:

 24            On the 8th of August, I get a memo going,

 25       guess what, your rates are going to being
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 01       increasing effective July.  So we get notice

 02       after-the-fact.  So we have already spent water and

 03       they go, oh, well, we are just -- tough luck.  So

 04       we got -- our bill showed up.  We got the higher

 05       rate from July, even though we never got notice of

 06       it until end of -- it's amazing.

 07            It says:  The rate will be approximately 2.85

 08       percent more.  So they don't even give you the real

 09       rate.  Then you get your bill, and it's not good.

 10       The service with this company is bad.

 11            The other thing that is annoying about the way

 12       they run the place is that they are required under

 13       federal law to have -- establish rules against

 14       identity theft as part -- because they are a

 15       utility, to have these rules, both under field law

 16       and I think under Florida law too.

 17            So the -- I changed my mailing address to a

 18       post office box.  Wallah, all of a sudden I start

 19       getting -- when I entered my appearance, I only

 20       left my LGI address.  I didn't give them my post

 21       office box.  So I changed my address and told the

 22       water company, here is my new address.  Wallah, I

 23       start getting from this other company now.  They

 24       gave away my address to the new company that's

 25       starting.  So then they are the treating us like
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 01       supposed to.  They are not paying attention to

 02       detail.  That's what we are going to get.  And it's

 03       not good service.

 04            The other thing I want to gripe about is I

 05       made a special appearance for this case because I

 06       think the Commission should look at its notices.  I

 07       mean, I was an attorney in the state of Oklahoma

 08       and did a bazillion administrative hearings, and I

 09       think your notice is not good enough to pass due

 10       process laws.  Look at it, it's mailed out -- there

 11       is no certificate.  It doesn't have who you are, or

 12       anything on the letter that's sent to us.  It looks

 13       like junk mail.  The first one came in a trifold

 14       throwaway piece of junk mail.  I think this next

 15       time, it came in an envelope mailing.  It doesn't

 16       show a lawyer, or you are getting sued, or there is

 17       $40,000 coming out of your account because of some

 18       sewer thing.  It just says, good luck.  There is a

 19       service coming to us.

 20            So I think you guys ought to look at that,

 21       because if this gets -- I am going to keep still

 22       appearing specially.  And if it goes to where you

 23       give them the right to appeal and stuff, I am going

 24       to say -- ask the judge to send it back and start

 25       all over, because we -- I have never been served
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 01       the notice, the initial notice, because LGI has no

 02       -- the rule says by regular mail.  There is no

 03       regular mail on the LGI.  We have to have it

 04       somewhere else because we don't get mail.

 05            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 06            Any cross-examination?

 07            Thank you for your testimony.

 08            MR. HURST:  Thank you.

 09            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Brittany Essig,

 10       you are third up, so you can --

 11                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 12            MR. HAGELIN:  Commissioners.  My name is

 13       Andrew Hagelin.  I am an LGI resident.

 14            Why am I here?  I just was looking for answers

 15       really.  I kind of wanted to know, after five years

 16       of hullabaloo on the island about what -- about the

 17       sewer system, what is the problem?  What's the

 18       proposed solution to the problem?  What evidence is

 19       there that the solution is going to actually solve

 20       the problem?  Maybe principally, who bears the cost

 21       of paying for the problem?  And -- I didn't even

 22       touch it.  Thanks.

 23            Finally, what is the benefit to those of us

 24       who are going to pay?

 25            Unfortunately, I sat here all day and I really
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 01       haven't heard a lot about what the problem is.  I

 02       heard something about nitrates, seagrass, you know,

 03       that sort of thing.  But I haven't really heard

 04       anything tying septic tanks for sure to those

 05       issues.

 06            There is a lot of science out there, you know,

 07       studies, and all that that might tangentially

 08       connect it, but it doesn't eliminate other

 09       problems, and, you know, it's not definitive,

 10       especially with the red tide, as we all know it's

 11       being debated every which way.

 12            As far as what is the proposed solution?  It's

 13       kind of a moving target.  It seems pretty fuzzy for

 14       me.  I understand there is some reasons for that,

 15       but I would sure like to know how the proposed

 16       solution is going to affect me and my neighbors.

 17            What evidence is there that the sewer system

 18       is going to solve the problem since?  We are not

 19       real sure what the problem is, it's kind of hard to

 20       say whether it's going to solve it or not.  It

 21       probably will reduce nitrates.  Not that nitrates

 22       are the worst thing in the world.

 23            Who bears the cost of implementing it?  Well,

 24       we hear that, you know, the service is going to pay

 25       for it, and all that, but 100 percent of the cost
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 01       is going to be borne by the homeowners.  100

 02       percent.  And that's, you know, planning,

 03       operating, constructing, and installing in our

 04       houses, which for me requires replacing my entire

 05       electrical panel, because after the hurricane, when

 06       I tried to put in another circuit, they said, nope,

 07       you can't do it, so, you know, and then they wanted

 08       $3,800.

 09            So what do I get for the money that I pay?

 10       Whether it's $30,000 or $50,000, or, you know, in

 11       total, I am not sure what I get to tell you the

 12       truth.  I don't see anything functioning any better

 13       than what I have got.

 14            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 15            I just want to make the announcement that it

 16       is six o'clock, and this is the official time that

 17       we are supposed to start.  I will ask one more time

 18       if there is any elected officials that are here

 19       that want to speak?  I normally like to bring them

 20       up first, because I know there speaking for a lot

 21       of people in the office.  If there is none, then we

 22       will continue on.  Thank you.

 23            Any questions?  No.

 24            UNIDENDIFIED SPEAKER:  We can't hear back

 25       here.
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 01            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Commissioner Graham, could you

 02       maybe remind people that they need to sign in in

 03       case they came in on this other side over here?

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  We have the sign-in just

 05       inside the door over here if you need to sign in,

 06       if you haven't so far.

 07            Ma'am, if you can just get a little closer to

 08       the microphone when you speak.

 09                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 10            MS. JAMES:  Can you hear me?

 11            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes.

 12            MS. JAMES:  Can you hear me?

 13            Okay, my name is Jeannie James.  I have been a

 14       part-time resident on Don Pedro, Palm Island,

 15       Knight Island for 30 years, my husband and I.  We

 16       have gone through the two hurricanes, three

 17       hurricanes, Charley.  In the morning, I am just

 18       going to concur that it does take our trades over

 19       an hour to get on the island, and a good island

 20       forget off the island, that we are paying for their

 21       time standing in line.  Okay, this is not the time

 22       to be putting any extra burden on the barge system.

 23            This is also an extra financial burden.  For

 24       those of us who have flood insurance, and built to

 25       code, we found out that national flood insurance
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 01       covers little to nothing for our repairs, and which

 02       we are all -- the whole island was completely

 03       flooded during Milton.  And it floods frequently

 04       with a heavy storm.  This is not unusual for our

 05       island to go under water.  So we do have water

 06       intrusion often.

 07            Our current septic system is the old-fashioned

 08       cement tank that was installed in 2018.  And the

 09       County required after -- before the five years time

 10       period, we were sent a certified letter to have our

 11       tank emptied, and we had to show proof to the

 12       County.  So the County is doing some maintenance or

 13       management of our systems.

 14            The thing that bothers me -- well, the other

 15       thing is we have a very toxic environment being on

 16       salt.  In the six, eight -- six years, seven years

 17       we have been there, I have had to replace the air

 18       conditioner, my dish TV three times.  And during

 19       Milton, our water meter box was crushed during

 20       Milton.  The utility company had to come out and

 21       replace it.  I believe those aren't buried any

 22       deeper than what these pipes that are going to be

 23       installed are going to be buried.  And I fear that

 24       they are going to really cause a lot of damage to

 25       the island, because we -- we saw -- we saw utility
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 01       boxes totally crumble.

 02            The other thing that's real important to me is

 03       that we have a performance and payment bond on this

 04       project.  I don't believe that has been addressed

 05       today.  A project -- a performance and payment bond

 06       protects the citizens, the vendors, the County.

 07            We were in business, we have had to, many

 08       times, go after the payment bond to get paid, and

 09       we have gotten paid, but we have had the

 10       performance and payment bond.  The County, if they

 11       were doing this project, would be required by law

 12       to have a performance and payment bond.  Being a

 13       private organization, unless the County or the

 14       PCS -- PSC requires it, it's not.  We feel that we

 15       need is a performance and payment bond to protect

 16       us.

 17            I have already gone through one instance where

 18       we didn't have a performance and payment bond and

 19       had to pay twice to get things fixed, and this was

 20       years later would found out that we had no bond.

 21            This island is natural.  We want to keep it

 22       natural.  We want to protect our island.  We want

 23       to do what's right, but I don't think the system is

 24       what's right for us.  I think we really,

 25       unfortunately, need a regular sewer system.
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 01       Anything that is par vacuum, that's not buried

 02       deep, we have to protective of, there is no doubt

 03       about that.  But this system, I don't believe, is

 04       the proper one.

 05            And let's see, I don't -- I am trying to make

 06       sure if I covered everything.  We don't have any

 07       roads.  I live on probably the only paved road on

 08       that island, on the northern end of that island,

 09       and we don't have a lot of roads to destroy.

 10            Thank you.

 11            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ms. James?

 12            MS. JAMES:  Yes.

 13            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Excuse my ignorance, what is

 14       a performance and payment bond?

 15            MS. JAMES:  A performance and payment bond is

 16       a bond taken out at an insurance company, and it

 17       says that the developer is going to properly

 18       perform the work.  And if it's found out later, it

 19       could be a couple years later, that they didn't

 20       perform, or something wasn't done right, we, the

 21       payers, will not have to come out of pocket again.

 22       The insurance company will cover it.

 23            Also, if they don't pay their vendors, and,

 24       you know, there is no dispute that they are owed

 25       the money, they also help pay the vendors; or they,

�0032

 01       you know, pay the vendors, make sure the payer --

 02       the vendors are paid.  Because the contractors

 03       can't get performance and payment bonds if they

 04       have a bad record.  If you have a lot of people

 05       going after it and they have to pay out, you know

 06       how insurance companies are, they are going to drop

 07       you.  You are not going to get the insurance.  But

 08       the performance and payment bond in particular will

 09       protect the citizen that they only have to pay once

 10       for this project and not twice.  So to me, it's

 11       very important that we have one.

 12            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 13            Any questions of Ms. James?

 14            Thank you, ma'am.

 15            MR. FRIEDMAN:  I have one quick question, are

 16       you a member of PIE or LGIPA?

 17            MS. JAMES:  I just became a member of PIE.

 18            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 19            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Beverly

 20       Williams, you are on deck, and then Julie Imig,

 21       your after her.  So you can --

 22                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 23            MS. ESSIG:  Okay, and you did say my last name

 24       right.  Good job.

 25            So this is Brittany Essig.  I was not going to
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 01       share, I was just going to read a letter, which I

 02       am still going to read.  But just sitting here

 03       today, I felt I had to share a few thoughts.

 04            I know many of the people in this room, they

 05       watched me grow up.  I grew up on Palm Island,

 06       since 1987, and actually lived there with my kids,

 07       my three kids for quite a few years.  I live on the

 08       mainland now, and my husband works on Palm Island

 09       every single day.

 10            We have experienced, and we have seen

 11       firsthand, what the septic system, especially

 12       through these storms, I got to travel the island

 13       after both storms, and there was just septics

 14       everywhere.  There was poop everywhere.  It's

 15       disgusting.

 16            After listening to today, and the testimonies

 17       that were had, and the conversations, it feels like

 18       it comes down to the money, not the environment.  I

 19       feel like the environment is the most -- and the

 20       state is in charge of, you know, I feel like PIE is

 21       really a big part of the environment out there, and

 22       I feel like it's coming down to the money.

 23            And then my thought was, is that if, when the

 24       time comes, when a homeowner has to replace their

 25       septic system and/or drainage field, that's going
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 01       to cost more than if they actually were to connect

 02       to sewer.  So that, to me, goes back to common

 03       sense.

 04            Those are my thoughts.  Thank you.  I am now

 05       going to read a letter from the Executive Director,

 06       Jennifer Hecker, from Coastal & Heartland National

 07       Estuary Partnership.

 08            I am writing only behalf of the Coastal &

 09       Heartland National Estuary Partnership, the CHNEP,

 10       to express our support for the proposed

 11       septic-to-sewer upgrade on the barrier islands of

 12       Charlotte County, Florida.

 13            The SHNEP is an entity of, in the U.A.,

 14       Environmental Protection Agency National Estuary

 15       Program created by Section 320 of the Clean Water

 16       Act.  The CHNEP is of a partnership of local, state

 17       and federal governmental entities, including

 18       Charlotte County, as well as nongovernmental and

 19       natural resource stakeholders.

 20            Our mission to is to unite central and

 21       southwest Florida to protect and restore water and

 22       wildlife, and the congressionally designated

 23       estuaries of national significance and their

 24       watersheds in central and southwest Florida.

 25            Natural resource management preservation and
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 01       restoration activities undertaken by the CHNEP are

 02       guided by our comprehensive conservation and

 03       management plan, CCMP, developed and implemented

 04       together with our partners.

 05            The CCMP discusses the objective action to

 06       reduce water -- wastewater pollution, including

 07       specifically to continue to inventory and map

 08       septic systems in the CHNEP area; support

 09       conversion of septic systems to centralized

 10       sanitary sewer systems; support and increase

 11       sanitary sewer capacity to handle new inflows from

 12       conversions; encourage regular maintenance and

 13       inspections of septic systems; encourage evaluation

 14       and adoption of new nitrogen reducing septic system

 15       technology.  The proposed septic-to-sewer upgrade

 16       on the barrier islands of Charlotte County would be

 17       to implementing this collectively goal -- this

 18       collective goal.

 19            Recent dramatic seagrass declines -- oh, my

 20       time is up.  My time is up.  My time is up.

 21            That was from Jennifer Hecker, the Executive

 22       Director of Coastal & Heartland National Estuary

 23       Program.

 24            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am, if you would like to

 25       submit that letter to part of the record, we can do
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 01       that.

 02            MS. ESSIG:  Yeah, I think it's been submitted.

 03       Yeah.

 04            MR. THOMPSON:  It is part of the record

 05       already.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.  Thank you very much.

 07            MS. ESSIG:  Thank you.

 08            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Any questions on

 09       cross-examination?

 10            Thank you very much for your testimony.

 11            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Dr. Jim Daniel,

 12       you are third up, so you can move up here.

 13                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 14            MS. WILLIAMS:  I have a handout, there is

 15       actually two pages to it.

 16            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Hand it to staff over here.

 17       Thank you.

 18            MS. WILLIAMS:  Thank you.

 19            My name is Beverly Williams.  I stand before

 20       you today as a homeowner of Little Gasparilla

 21       Island.  I have been there since 2004, and I would

 22       like to voice my strong disapproval for the

 23       proposed low pressure central sewer system.  I

 24       would like to make four points.

 25            First, the low pressure system is considered
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 01       by County officials as a system of last resort.

 02       The 2024 quarterly reports from Charlotte County

 03       Utilities indicate that these systems are

 04       responsible for over 51 percent of the sewer

 05       spills, serving just 25 percent of the customer

 06       base.  This is a significant concern for an island

 07       like ours, which is prone to natural disasters such

 08       as Hurricanes Helene and Milton, tightening the

 09       risk for environmental damage.

 10            Second, there is no evidence been provided in

 11       the application to indicate the water quality in

 12       lower Lemon Bay, which surrounds Don Pedro, Palm

 13       and Little Gasparilla Islands is degraded.  In

 14       fact, I possess a report from the Florida

 15       Department of Environmental Protection from their

 16       final study released August 2024, which concludes

 17       the waters are not classified as impaired within

 18       the South Basin area.  Our waters are not impaired.

 19            And within the BMAP area, this proposal seems

 20       to ignore the Senate Bill 712 and the House Bill

 21       1379, which mandates the resources be directed

 22       towards enhancing water quality in the designated

 23       BMAP areas, where improvements are critically

 24       needed.  Given that lower Lemon Bay does not

 25       require such interventions, this project is
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 01       unnecessary.

 02            Earlier today, we were talking about the areas

 03       that were tested that were not in our areas.  These

 04       handouts that I gave you today were actually

 05       testing in our area.

 06            Third, there is no utility easement on my

 07       property.  My deed clearly states my property

 08       extends the entire width of the utility, with no

 09       rights granted -- the entire width of the island, I

 10       am sorry, with no utility rights granted.  And I

 11       hand you out my deed, which clearly states that.

 12            I have seen a map from the EU that shows an

 13       easement on my property.  That easement is only for

 14       a road that has never been claimed.  That easement

 15       does not include any other use.  I suspect that

 16       EU's claim of other easements are the same.  I have

 17       brought my deed to show you the easement is only

 18       for the road.  I strongly oppose any attempt to

 19       appropriate my land for this system, as it would

 20       not only infringe upon my property rights, but also

 21       set a troubling precedent for the property owners

 22       island wide.

 23            Finally, I would like to mention Florida

 24       amendment code rule 18-21.4004 which discourages

 25       new infrastructure on unabridged barrier islands,
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 01       unless established before December 18th, 1990,

 02       acknowledging the inherent ecological risk and

 03       potential for harm.

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ms. Williams.

 05            MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your -- thank

 07       you for your testimony.

 08            MS. WILLIAMS:  Oh, time is up.  All right.

 09       Thank you.

 10            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Brian Goodhead,

 11       you are third up.

 12            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Once again, we don't need to

 13       have the clapping.

 14            Ms. Williams, if you would come back up here,

 15       please.

 16            If we have clapping again, we are going to

 17       take a 10-minute break, and if we have it again, we

 18       are going to adjourn the meeting tonight.

 19            Ms. Williams, would you like to submit this

 20       stuff to the record?

 21            MS. WILLIAMS:  Sure.

 22            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.  We will do that, is

 23       it No. 74?

 24            MR. THOMPSON:  74, yes.

 25            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  The witness will be
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 01       Williams.  The description will be warranty deed

 02       and others.

 03            MR. THOMPSON:  I'm not sure.  How would you

 04       describe the chart?

 05            MS. WILLIAMS:  Well, it's Charlotte County

 06       Utilities update to the Commissioners quarterly.

 07       It's their quarterly update.

 08            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.

 09            MS. WILLIAMS:  To the County Commissioners.

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you very much.

 11            Charter school are of a.

 12            (Whereupon, Exhibit No. 74 was marked for

 13  identification.)

 14            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Ms. Williams, are you a member

 15       of PIE or LGIPA?

 16            MS. WILLIAMS:  LGIPA.

 17            MR. FRIEDMAN:  How do you get your electricity

 18       if you don't have an easement for -- except for

 19       road to your property, how do you get electricity?

 20            MS. WILLIAMS:  Our electricity is -- it goes

 21       above.

 22            MR. FRIEDMAN:  It goes over your property.

 23            MS. WILLIAMS:  (Nods head.)

 24            MR. FRIEDMAN:  So if the water line was -- or

 25       sewer line we are talking about went above your
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 01       property, it wouldn't need an easement?

 02            MS. WILLIAMS:  Correct.

 03            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  I have no further

 04       questions.  Thank you.

 05            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, Ms. Williams.

 06            I am sorry.  I didn't mean to cut you off.

 07                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 08            MS. IMIG:  Hi.  I am Julie Imig -- I am Julie

 09       Imig, and my husband George Shopp and I own the

 10       property at 9866 Little Gasparilla Island.

 11            I just wanted to say thank you to everybody

 12       that's here today.  It feels like we did this a

 13       while ago, so it's good to see the faces and see

 14       that the support, or lack of support actually

 15       continues on this, from our island anyway.

 16            I guess I don't have any, you know, data to

 17       add, but I will say I have just think we need to be

 18       really practical, and I think we need to be, you

 19       know, working with the realities of our island.

 20       You have heard many, many arguments about both of

 21       those things today, but it seems to me like if --

 22       you know, first of all, maybe we have a solution

 23       without a problem.  We haven't heard the problem

 24       yet.

 25            The second thing is, you know, we have a lot
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 01       of septic systems that are working, so it seems,

 02       like, wasteful to me to take down something that's

 03       working.  And, you know, if we have septic system

 04       that are not working, I hope that we would look at

 05       a range of options and choose, you know, the one

 06       that is the least disruptive, the most

 07       cost-effective and so forth.  So I feel like it

 08       would be my preference if we were to consider a

 09       wider range of options.

 10            In terms of just the realities of our island,

 11       and especially on our property.  So we are, I don't

 12       know, maybe 10 or 15 houses in from the very end of

 13       the island, and our property also goes across the

 14       island.  So pull up in your boat, line up to the

 15       dock, walk to our house over a boardwalk.  And then

 16       if you leave the back steps, it's dunes.  There is

 17       no road to it.  There is no path.  There is no

 18       sidewalk.  There is nothing.  So I can't imagine

 19       how disruptive it would be to dig up what we have,

 20       you know, and do a whole another installation.  And

 21       we are far from the only house in that situation.

 22            I will email you guys a picture of an FPL

 23       truck that came to restore our electricity after

 24       the storms, and I think they were stuck in our back

 25       yard for about four hours.  You know, we are just
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 01       not equipped for that kind of equipment.  We need

 02       to be practical.  We need to have solutions that

 03       our island can bear.

 04            That's all I have.  Thanks.

 05            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.  Hold on a

 06       second.

 07            Any questions?

 08            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Yes.  Ma'am, are you a member

 09       of PIE of LGIPA?

 10            MS. IMIG:  LGIPA.

 11            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 12            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 13       testimony.

 14            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Kevin Mackin,

 15       you are third.

 16                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 17            DR. DANIEL:  Hi.  My name is Dr. Tim Daniel.

 18       I am an active practicing Florida physician.  I

 19       took off work today to be here because this is

 20       important to me.

 21            My family is -- my wife was -- graduated

 22       Venice High School.  We are local.  We have been on

 23       the island for 30 years, homeowners for 10.  So I

 24       don't know about sewage.  I'm not an expert, but I

 25       deal with a lot of data in my work, procedures,
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 01       drugs, devices that have to be proven to be

 02       effective before there are approved.  What I heard

 03       today, and I have been here all day, is I have

 04       heard everybody is biased here.  They are biased.

 05       They are biased.  The scientific experts are

 06       biased.  I am confused.

 07            I am an environmentalist, and I would ask each

 08       of you making these decisions to make this decision

 09       on what you think is best for the environment.  And

 10       it's confusing, because I heard one guy who seemed

 11       very credible, and has been the field a long time

 12       say there is irrefutable evidence, and I heard

 13       another guy who is equally credible, in my view,

 14       say that there is not.  That somebody has got to be

 15       right and somebody has got to be wrong.

 16            What I do know is, if you don't have the

 17       evidence, you cannot not act on this.  That's like

 18       approving a device for surgery that nobody is quite

 19       sure if they know it's going to work or not.  You

 20       don't make that decision.

 21            What I do know is that no data has been

 22       collected on this island.  I would urge you to not

 23       approve this until data has been collected from an

 24       unbiased source, an unpaid expert, then make a

 25       decision.  Not now.  This is all biased.
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 01            The second point I want to make is that I was

 02       raised in Clearwater.  And over my youth, I saw

 03       what happened to Clearwater Beach and Sand Key

 04       Beach, okay.  If you are not familiar with those,

 05       there used to be pristine beaches, unspoiled, just

 06       natural beautiful.  And now if you go to Clearwater

 07       Beach and Sand Key Beach, there is nothing but

 08       condos.

 09            A lot has been discussed about the

 10       environment, and I urge you to do what's right for

 11       the environment.  I know that if we get central

 12       sewer, there is going to be condos.  That is a

 13       beautiful island.  There will be foreign investors

 14       who come in and buy up properties, wipe them out

 15       and build condos.  It will be good for the County

 16       and terrible for the island.

 17            This is a very special island.  There is

 18       nothing like it in the state of Florida.  My wife

 19       and I looked all around, we found this island, we

 20       bought.  It's very pristine.  It's very fragile.

 21       We just got slammed with hurricanes.  I can't

 22       afford this, even the $20,000, which I don't

 23       believe.

 24            And the last thing I will say is, I am a

 25       surgeon and I just had major surgery.  If I am
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 01       going to have surgery, I am not going to let a

 02       surgeon who hasn't done this procedure before do my

 03       surgery.  I will leave did at that.

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, Dr. Daniel.  Hold

 05       on a second for a question.

 06            MR. FRIEDMAN:  ARE YOU A member of PIE or

 07       LGIPA?

 08            DR. DANIEL:  Yes.

 09            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Which one?

 10            DR. DANIEL:  PIE.

 11            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Did you file written

 12       objections?

 13            DR. DANIEL:  Yes, I did.

 14            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  And did you send your

 15       objections, as PIE indicated, to all five

 16       Commissioners?

 17            DR. DANIEL:  You bet I did.  And I will say

 18       one thing to add to that.  Using the numbers that

 19       EU provided today, there is 810 homes on the

 20       island.  Okay, if you average two adults per home,

 21       that's over 1,600 people.  He got 79 letters.  I

 22       wouldn't be bragging about that.

 23            MR. FRIEDMAN:  All right.  So you are saying

 24       there is only 79 letters in the PSC docket?

 25            DR. DANIEL:  I am saying, from what I heard
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 01       today, he said there was less than 100 letters that

 02       he had in his hand that he produced for evidentiary

 03       -- evidence here today.

 04            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.

 05            DR. DANIEL:  There is over -- that's from over

 06       1,600 on average, that's not good statistics.

 07            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Well, that's not what we are

 08       talking about, but thank you.

 09            DR. DANIEL:  You bet.

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 11            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  David Cohen,

 12       you are third.

 13            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, welcome.

 14                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 15            MR. GOODHEAD:  Hello.  Can I start?

 16            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes, sorry.

 17            MR. GOODHEAD:  Sorry, I got an ear infection

 18       and I can't hardly hear myself talk, and I can't

 19       hear well, so my voice is a little scratchy.

 20            My name is Brian Goodhead.  I am a full-time

 21       resident on Don Pedro Island, 53 Palm.  I have been

 22       here for about four years full time, and I have

 23       been coming to the island since the mid-1980s.

 24            So I guess the main question I really want to

 25       ask is why are we all here again wasting
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 01       everybody's time and resources on this issue?  The

 02       issue has already been analyzed and evaluated by

 03       everyone, and a simple conclusion was already

 04       reached.  There is absolutely no need whatsoever

 05       for this.  None of the residents want it, and have

 06       already voiced our opinions indicating such because

 07       there is no hard data that indicates there is any

 08       reason to have it.  So again, why are we doing

 09       here?  Why is this being pushed on us, when the

 10       people have made their voices clear that this is

 11       not wanted, and science has established that there

 12       is no need.  Perhaps somebody here is tell

 13       everybody here, why are we here again, and why is

 14       this coming up again?  We would -- I would really

 15       like to me know myself.

 16            So secondly, if there was any empirical data

 17       suggesting that there are environmental risks

 18       regarding sewage, then why wouldn't the County be

 19       providing this considering because there is extreme

 20       tax money we pay out there on the island.

 21       Taxpayers on the mainland are getting sewage and

 22       many other services for their money, services that

 23       are not made available to us on the island, water

 24       service is just one example of a County service

 25       that was already privatized for us.  So now we are
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 01       supposed to want yet another service that is

 02       privatized?  Again where are our tax dollars going?

 03       That's a whole other.

 04            Besides no one wanting or needing this, there

 05       is still a glaring lack of any comprehensive

 06       business plan, any consistent or accurate costing

 07       details, especially any industry experience, which

 08       are all a disaster waiting to happen.

 09            The inexperience alone with the construction

 10       aspects of such an undertaking would be devastating

 11       to our pristine island environment.  Not to

 12       mention, the County is going to allow this

 13       inexperienced company to install a low pressure

 14       system, which are synonymous with epic failures and

 15       maintenance nightmares.  The County itself does not

 16       install these systems any longer because of these

 17       inherent and well-known design flaws.  However,

 18       it's good enough for the people on Don Pedro and

 19       Little Gasparilla to deal with?  This is the

 20       message that we are getting here.

 21            So once again, not wasting any more words, we

 22       have already beaten this horse to death the last

 23       time we did this, everyone here seen and has access

 24       to all the documentation and data provided the

 25       first time around, so I am not going to rehash
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 01       every reason why this was found to be something

 02       that is not needed or viable.  Our attorneys here

 03       have already had to rehash all the details today

 04       with all of you again, so I know all of you

 05       understand these reasons clearly.

 06            So people please, let's use some common sense

 07       and reasonability here and put this house -- horse

 08       out of its misery.  It was denied the first time,

 09       so we deny it again, and let the people on the

 10       island enjoy our limes and not have to keep wasting

 11       our time and money fighting against such exploitive

 12       and money-grabbing agendas.

 13            Thank you very much for your time.

 14            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 15       testimony.

 16            Any questions?

 17            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 18       LGIPA?

 19            MR. GOODHEAD:  Yes.

 20            MR. FRIEDMAN:  All right.  Thank you.

 21            MR. GOODHEAD:  That you, sir.

 22            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Joseph Kroslak,

 23       you are third.

 24                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 25            MR. MACKIN:  Hi there.  Can you hear me okay?
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 01            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes.

 02            MR. MACKIN:  Good.  My name is Kevin Mackin.

 03       I have been a resident of Palm Island since 1999.

 04       I have also been -- okay.  I have been a resident

 05       of Palm Island, actually Don Pedro, for -- since

 06       1999.  I have also been a real estate agent there

 07       for the full 25 years.

 08            Every one of the homes that I have sold, which

 09       have been in the hundreds, was one of the mandatory

 10       things that I did was to have septic inspections as

 11       often as I did home inspections.  I was always

 12       on-site doing all my inspections on behalf of my

 13       customer.  So when the truck arrived, I was there.

 14       When they opened it up, I was there.  When they

 15       left, I was there.  And we found that they are a

 16       state certified company, which very good standing,

 17       and their reports, 90 plus percent of the time, is

 18       functioning as designed.  So they are working.

 19            Thank you very much.

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.  Hold on for

 21       a question.

 22            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Where did you get your

 23       statistics that 90 percent are operating just fine?

 24            COURT REPORTER:  I'm sorry, I can't hear you.

 25            MR. MACKIN:  I'm sorry.  I'm used to looking
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 01       at people when they are talking.

 02            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 03       LGIPA?

 04            MR. MACKIN:  PIE.

 05            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, if I can get you to

 07       repeat the answer you gave in the first one.

 08            MR. MACKIN:  What was that, to the question

 09       how I did find those statistics?

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes.

 11            MR. MACKIN:  Through my own practices from

 12       being on location, and being aware of how many

 13       problems we have and don't have personally.

 14            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 15            The court reporter didn't get it the first

 16       time.  I just wanted to make sure she got it.

 17            MR. MACKIN:  Okay.

 18            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 19            MR. MACKIN:  Thank you.

 20            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Don Schultz,

 21       you are third.

 22                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 23            MR. COHEN:  Okay, can you hear me okay?

 24            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes.

 25            MR. COHEN:  My name is David Cohen.  I have

�0053

 01       had a residence on the island since 1990, and

 02       became a full-time resident in '95.

 03            I received a letter from EU earlier this

 04       month, and I disagree request several items.  It

 05       states that the cost per home estimated at 18,000.

 06       Very good.  We have heard a lot of testimony about

 07       how much it's going to cost from their point of

 08       view.  The only thing that's important to us here

 09       in the audience is how much it's going to come out

 10       of my pocket.  It doesn't matter if I am paying the

 11       County or I am paying EU, the estimated costs are

 12       approaching $40,000, which is a ridiculous amount

 13       of money.

 14            Is EU willing to guarantee the total cost of

 15       homeownership of the total cost to homeowners is

 16       limited to 18,000, and to absorb any of these

 17       additional costs that they are not including in the

 18       total cost?  No.

 19            It states minimal disruption due to virtual

 20       boring.  Maybe compared to other methods, but in no

 21       way will it be minimal.  Many roads are single lane

 22       with no defined right-of-way, and the roads are

 23       sand, not asphalt or even dirt.

 24            The EU mission statement of protecting the

 25       environment is in stark contrast to the proposed
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 01       system.  Charlotte County no longer promotes low

 02       pressure systems.  It is a measure of last resort

 03       in completing existing projects only.  This is due

 04       to high maintenance costs and disproportionate

 05       spillage that our waterways.  Even leaks that do

 06       not make it into the waterway will impact local

 07       wildlife.  There are safer and more economical

 08       methods, which you heard many times.

 09            One of the testimonies I heard today was now

 10       would be a great time for the utility to come in

 11       and come due to damage from the hurricane.  I found

 12       this extremely disturbing.  Westra, a utility

 13       company that has decades of sewer system experience

 14       in Florida, is in the midst of a $30 million

 15       project to remove a low pressure water system in

 16       Manatee County due to its complete failure due to

 17       those surges we just experienced in our last two

 18       hurricanes.

 19            We heard testimony that the canisters that

 20       will hold the grinder should be fine in the

 21       saltwater environment if they don't get saltwater

 22       in them.  You probably heard everyone laugh in the

 23       audience.  The island was under water.  There is no

 24       reason to believe that the entire system wouldn't

 25       be exposed to a saltwater environment.
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 01            Septic tanks on the island are not the issue.

 02       Even an event that leads to many septic system

 03       failures pales in comparison to the huge potential

 04       for a central sewer spillage.

 05            EU's letter further stated that prohibits

 06       high-rise development.  This is laughable given the

 07       history of development on the islands in Florida.

 08       Zoning changes are a political fact, build it and

 09       they will come.  Speaking of zoning, the entire

 10       project is of latent effort to circumvent the

 11       existing restrictions on seaward islands.

 12            Through the use of a legal loophole, the

 13       County says they can't do it but a private utility

 14       can.  Nudge.  Nudge.  Wink.  Wink.  All compared by

 15       saying it's not a local minority fighting this

 16       effort.  You have seen the audience here, the vast

 17       majority are wearing these little symbols here.

 18       This is a broad-based desire for a different

 19       solution when and if a problem has been

 20       scientifically proven to exist.

 21            The use approach is a bad solution, and puts

 22       the entire burden on citizens without providing

 23       guaranteed financial assistance, project completion

 24       or project oversight, the granting of EU's request

 25       would be a public disservice.
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 01            I am a member of PIE, and I wrote proudly all

 02       of the letters to the Clerk and the commissioners.

 03            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Mr. Cohen, I need for you to

 04       repeat that so that --

 05            MR. COHEN:  I am a member of PIE.  I did write

 06       to the Commission and to each one of the

 07       Commissioners.

 08            MR. FRIEDMAN:  And you sent about seven or

 09       eight are separate letters.

 10            MR. COHEN:  I sent to each Commissioner and to

 11       the Clerk, I sent two different letters, to my

 12       recollection, or maybe three.

 13            MR. FRIEDMAN:  All right.  So if the number

 14       was seven, you wouldn't be surprised?

 15            MR. COHEN:  Yes.

 16            MR. FRIEDMAN:  All right.  But you sent one to

 17       everybody?

 18            MR. COHEN:  I am sorry?

 19            MR. FRIEDMAN:  You sent one to each

 20       Commissioner and to the Clerk, and you did that how

 21       many times?

 22            MR. COHEN:  It's either two or three.  I don't

 23       recall.

 24            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 25            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.
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 01            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Joe Comer, you

 02       are third.

 03                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 04            MR. KROSLAK:  Good evening.  It's an honor to

 05       be here.  Thank you for this opportunity.  I am

 06       here to represent my family.  My name is Joe

 07       Kroslak.  We own a home on LGI, and also property

 08       there.

 09            It takes a special breed to live out on this

 10       island.  And also with that comes a drive, and a

 11       passion, and a fire within us to protect our

 12       lifestyle, protect our way of life and our

 13       surroundings.

 14            So I have been here with you guys today, bear

 15       with me, and being here with you guys, and

 16       listening for all the things I have listened to, I

 17       have lost my voice.  But, you know, I was also

 18       thinking, when we do any projects on our own

 19       personal level, we like to know how much it costs

 20       us.  That's one of the things we check into to see

 21       what's it going -- can we afford it?  What's it

 22       going to cost us?  This we don't know.  We have no

 23       idea in listening to all the input today.  But I do

 24       know it's going to be a lot of money.

 25            And I started to think, and I was kind of
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 01       worried because I'm worried about my children's and

 02       my grandchildren's inheritance.  What I don't want

 03       to do is I don't want to flush it down the toilet

 04       and into the sewer system.  That's -- I don't want

 05       to.

 06            So I am asking you, you have a lot of --

 07       Commissioners, you have a lot of weight resting on

 08       you have shoulders, and I just humbly ask that you

 09       put yourselves in our shoes and just consider where

 10       we are at right now.

 11            Thank you.

 12            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 13       testimony.  Hold on for --

 14            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Yeah, I just want to ask that

 15       question, the same question.  Are you a member of

 16       PIE or LGIPA?

 17            MR. KROSLAK:  Yes, sir, both.

 18            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 19            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 20            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Pete Stimmel,

 21       you are third.

 22                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 23            MR. SCHULTZ:  Hi, my name is Don Schultz.  Me

 24       and my wife bought a house at 80 Palm Drive on

 25       Knight Island, and we have spent now nine years
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 01       with that house, two hurricanes.  My wife is a CPA.

 02       She worked for Pfizer for 35 years.  I am an

 03       accountant, Western Michigan University, and I had

 04       real state brokers license, builders license, I

 05       owned a Christmas tree farm, and I also finished my

 06       career as Climax Township supervisor in Michigan.

 07       Now, being the supervisor of Climax Township

 08       automatically made my wife the First Lady of Climax

 09       Township.

 10            We have been through this before, and I was

 11       pretty happy with the outcome.  I haven't seen any

 12       data or the need for a sewer system.  One of the

 13       gentlemen who spoke before me said that all of the

 14       parties who are expert witnesses were paid.  I find

 15       that's not true.  The one for PIE, with a Ph.D.

 16       from the University of Miami was not paid.

 17            The letter I saw in a newsletter from PIE this

 18       summer was a letter from that gentleman and his

 19       wife.  I think she's an attorney for the EPA.  I

 20       have was so impressed, and I wish I had that

 21       letter, and I am sure you do somewhere.

 22            The sewer system proposed by EU is wrong.

 23       It's a wrong system for the islands.  And a vacuum

 24       system, rather than a low pressure system, would

 25       pull water from the intercoastal as opposed to us
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 01       pushing raw sewage into the intercoastal.  We like

 02       it here.  We would like to stay here.  But having a

 03       hurricane and a sewer proposed every two years is

 04       discomforting.

 05            Thank you.

 06            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 07       LGIPA?

 08            MR. SCHULTZ:  I am a member of PIE and glad of

 09       it.

 10            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 11            MR. SCHULTZ:  You're welcome.

 12            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 13            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Frank

 14       Campoamor, you are on third.

 15                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 16            MR. COMER:  Good evening.  My name is Joe

 17       Comer.  Marshall Franklin and I have a place at

 18       8934 Gulf stream on LGI.

 19            We appreciate you all taking the time to come

 20       down to hear about our island and our concerns.

 21       The main concern is we do not want a central sewer

 22       system follow LGI.  You have our two-page letter,

 23       dated April 23rd last year, enumerating in details

 24       our concern regarding this application, which is

 25       too long to be repeated here.
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 01            LGI is very special.  The only way to get to

 02       LGI is by boat.  We like it that way.  There are no

 03       public docks, and we like it that way.  There are

 04       no roads, only sandy paths just wide enough for the

 05       empty ole truck.  We like it that way.  There are

 06       no commercial establishments.  We like it that way.

 07       We pay a lot of taxes with minimal services in

 08       return.  We like it that way.  Everyone has a

 09       septic system that works.  We like it that way, and

 10       we do not want to see it change.  It works.  Why

 11       try to fix it?  Often, when this happens, things

 12       get worse.

 13            From all the technical testimony you have

 14       heard, it seems there has been no established need

 15       to replace the septic systems.  What are we

 16       polluting?  Where is the smell?  Where do you see

 17       the solids floating in the bay?  I haven't.  Have

 18       you been to LGI to see for yourselves?  I would be

 19       happy to give you a lift in my boat.

 20            Then it's the money, or should I say follow

 21       the money?  $17,000 to $50,000 is on the table for

 22       what each customer would pay for a new sewer

 23       system, plus who knows what per month afterwards.

 24       After Ian, Helene and the final blow, Milton, we

 25       are all tapped out.  We have spent thousands of
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 01       dollars on cleanup and repairs that are ongoing and

 02       seem never ending.  More than two dozen homes were

 03       totally destroyed, and our landscape totally

 04       changed.

 05            I don't understand the economics model, where

 06       a business collects its capital from the customer

 07       in order to make a profit.  No competition.  No

 08       customer choices.  I think Charlotte County has

 09       abdicated their responsibility to the citizens of

 10       LGI, and hope you will agree that to change out the

 11       sewer system on LGI is not needed, or suggest that

 12       scientists and experts study the situation and

 13       decide if necessary, to come up with an engineered

 14       economic solution, not just an unvetted company

 15       solution.  Follow the money.

 16            Thank you.

 17            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, what's your profession?

 18            MR. COMER:  I am a navel architect and marine

 19       engineer.

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  When you speak in the

 21       microphone, I can visualize what you are saying,

 22       and I like it that way.

 23            Any questions?

 24            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 25       LGIPA?
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 01            MR. COMER:  I am a member of LGIPA, and I

 02       support it.

 03            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 04            MR. COMER:  And I wrote letters.

 05            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Yep, how many did you write?

 06            MR. COMER:  I wrote one letter.

 07            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 08            MR. COMER:  And I sent it to every one of the

 09       Commissioners.

 10            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 11            MR. COMER:  Just like I would do for Congress.

 12       I don't send it to just my representative.  I send

 13       it to every representative in Congress, because

 14       they need to hear from me personally, not through

 15       some clerk.

 16            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 17            MR. COMER:  Thank you.

 18            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir, for your

 19       testimony.

 20            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  All right.

 21       Frank Campoamor, you are on deck, and Karyn Flatau,

 22       you are third.

 23                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 24            MR. STIMMEL:  Hello, everyone.

 25            Capitalism and we the people.  What's more
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 01       person than that?  EU, despite having environmental

 02       in its name is not an environmental group.  They

 03       are a for-profit -- they are a for-profit,

 04       investing hundreds of thousands of dollars to

 05       obtain a private utility with the hopes of making

 06       millions.  That's okay.  That's capitalism.

 07            We the people, the small group of islanders

 08       are being asked to spend tens of millions of

 09       dollars on a sewage project, a solution looking for

 10       a problem.  If you want to force us to fund this

 11       endeavor, I think we should have the right to ask

 12       for proper testing to prove its need.  If we need

 13       to, then let's find a solution together.

 14            Thank you.

 15            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 16            COURT REPORTER:  I can't hear you, sir.

 17            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, we need for you to

 18       face --

 19            MR. STIMMEL:  I am a member of PIE, and I did

 20       send out letters.

 21            MR. FRIEDMAN:  How many letters?

 22            MR. STIMMEL:  One to everyone.

 23            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 24            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  What's the name?

 25            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  That was Joe
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 01       Comer, correct?

 02            UNIDENDIFIED SPEAKER:  No.  That wasn't Joe

 03       Comer.

 04            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  I'm sorry.  We

 05       are good.  We are okay.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Please.

 07                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 08            MR. CAMPOAMOR:  Hi, can you hear me okay?

 09            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes.

 10            MR. CAMPOAMOR:  Okay.  Good evening.  My name

 11       is Frank Campoamor.  I have two properties on

 12       Little Gasparilla Island, so I am making two

 13       requests for wastewater service to my properties.

 14            So I have been coming to the island since

 15       1978, so over 46 years.  And I come all year long.

 16       I was, you know, talking to my wife probably about

 17       a year ago, and I have literally probably been to

 18       the island 900 times.  So I have seen the

 19       progression of stuff for the last 46 years, so I

 20       think, you know, not getting into a scientific

 21       portion, I am just going to tell you what my eyes

 22       and, you know, what I see.

 23            So, you know, there has been a significant

 24       deterioration in the water quality out there, and,

 25       you know, I do believe it's probably some from the
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 01       septics on the island, probably some from the

 02       mainland.  But, you know, my issue is that, you

 03       know, I know every square inch of that island.  I

 04       know where all the houses are.  I know who they

 05       are, and so forth.  And I can, you know, I can

 06       guarantee it that a lot of the septics have not

 07       been properly maintained.

 08            So maybe there were experts to hear.  I drove

 09       up from Naples, you know, I didn't have a chance to

 10       hear them, but, you know, I don't think there is

 11       going to be a lot of properly functioning septics

 12       systems on the island, which, you know, so any

 13       expert who was saying, you know, these septics

 14       aren't creating a problem, you know, maybe their

 15       conclusion isn't necessarily accurate, because

 16       there are a lot more sewage getting into the system

 17       than to have those systems functioning properly.

 18            And, you know, one thing I have seen over the

 19       last probably eight to 10 years, where it's really

 20       gotten worse, is the island was showcased on a

 21       couple of HGTV shows, which just brought a lot of

 22       interest here.  So these houses and the septic

 23       systems are getting a lot of use, and, you know,

 24       that's just something where the water quality has

 25       really gotten even worse over the last seven to
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 01       eight, nine, 10 years and stuff.

 02            So, you know, if people are worried about the

 03       environment, which I am, and I think everybody

 04       here, you know, if there isn't wastewater done,

 05       these septic systems are going to have to be

 06       surveyed by the County to see what's working and

 07       stuff, because, you know, I feel that it is a

 08       problem.  Of course, the storm surges certainly did

 09       not, you know, help with that.

 10            And, you know, I know cost is a big item here.

 11       I get it.  You know, I don't want to have to spend

 12       extra money, but if you do have to have your septic

 13       system replaced, I have talked to a couple of

 14       contractors, it's going to be 30,000 or more, which

 15       is, you know, likely going to be more expensive

 16       than to hook up to this wastewater plant.

 17            And, you know, a lot has been talked about

 18       Jack, and the water he brought to the island.  I

 19       was on the against for that.  Okay.  I did not want

 20       it, mainly because of cost, but I was making the

 21       same arguments that you are hearing here today's.

 22       And, you know, I ended up having my home remodeled,

 23       and I was grandfathered in with my water, the well

 24       water.  And so I actually hooked up sooner than I

 25       was supposed to with the grandfathering.  And I can
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 01       tell you, it's been the best thing ever.  I thought

 02       Jack did a wonderful job.  I even admitted to him a

 03       time after that, because we sparred, Jack, me and

 04       his family, we sparred after one of the County

 05       Commission hearings outside of the hearing room.

 06       And I admitted to him that I was wrong, that it's

 07       been a very good thing, positive thing for the

 08       island.  And I feel that the wastewater thing will

 09       be a similar positive, you know, thing for the

 10       island.

 11            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir -- sir, thank you for

 12       your testimony.  Hold on see if there is any

 13       questions.

 14            MR. FRIEDMAN:  No.

 15            MR. CAMPOAMOR:  Since I have two properties do

 16       I get more --

 17            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  No, sir.

 18            MR. CAMPOAMOR:  I don't?  Okay.  All right.

 19            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 20            MR. CAMPOAMOR:  Worth a shot.

 21            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you very.

 22            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Art Knighten,

 23       you are on deck.  John Baird, you are after.

 24                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 25            MS. FLATAU:  My name is Karyn Flatau, and I
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 01       live on Little Gasparilla Island.  We --

 02            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Quick question for you.

 03       Have you been sworn already?

 04            MS. FLATAU:  Yeah.

 05            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.  I am just trying to

 06       figure out where that line was of people who have

 07       been sworn.

 08            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Nobody is

 09       marked.  I might, just as a future reference, at

 10       the bottom of the sheet, there is a box to mark

 11       that that will swear you in so, we will, yeah.

 12            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.  Sorry.

 13            MS. FLATAU:  Did you restart my time?

 14            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes.

 15            MS. FLATAU:  I live on Little Gasparilla

 16       Island, and I have lived there for 15 years full

 17       time.  Only home all year long.  And I -- we --

 18       when we built our houses, we had put in an aerator

 19       system.  The first three years, the County did come

 20       out and inspect it.  We have to get it inspected by

 21       Martin Septic, and we have to get it inspected by

 22       the County.  We pay for those services.

 23            The first three years, the County came out.

 24       They have not been out since.  My septic system --

 25       and I get that a lot of people don't smell the

�0070

 01       sewer and stuff like that.  The island is long and

 02       thing.  We have some areas that don't get flooded.

 03       We have other areas that get really flooded.

 04            I live in an area, when it rains, my whole

 05       yard is full of grass.  We get rain where golf

 06       carts can't go down the road.  But a lot of people

 07       that live on the island, that say that they live on

 08       the island are not there in the summer in the rainy

 09       season.

 10            So anyway, with our aerator system, it goes

 11       out into the ground and I have been told that.  But

 12       the one thing I don't understand when I heard we

 13       were going to get wastewater, I smell the sewer,

 14       and my septic system was taken out really bad from

 15       Helene, and then worse from Milton.  I lost my

 16       tubes.

 17            What they do is they come and they cover it

 18       up, and my septic still isn't working.  How many

 19       months has it been?  Four months, because we are

 20       waiting for parts.  So where is that stuff going?

 21       It's going right in my front yard.  It's

 22       disgusting.  It happens every time we get rain.

 23            Our water table where we live is, like, if you

 24       dig down maybe two feet, you hit water.  So I have

 25       pictures of my aerator septic system sitting in
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 01       water, so -- I mean, I was glad that we were going

 02       to get wastewater, and I hope you guys really

 03       consider, because we can't kick this can down the

 04       road.

 05            I know it costs a lot of money.  I don't want

 06       to spend a lot of money, but I also want my kids to

 07       be able, and my grandkids to be able to come down

 08       and enjoy the island.

 09            Thank you for your testimony.

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 11       testimony, ma'am.

 12            Any questions?

 13            MR. FRIEDMAN:  No.

 14            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 15            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Kelly Lube, you

 16       are third.

 17                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 18            MR. KNIGHTEN:  I want to apologize for wearing

 19       sunglasses.  I don't have my prescription glasses

 20       with me, and I got to have them.  Sorry.

 21            I do want to thank y'all for coming and

 22       spending a couple days down here with us.  I know

 23       it's a big decision y'all have to make, and I am

 24       glad I don't have to make it.

 25            My wife and I searched Florida for years and
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 01       years before we found Don Pedro Island.  We looked

 02       all over the place.  We love it, love it down here,

 03       safe, quiet community, and we invested our life

 04       savings in our house down here, and sold our house

 05       back in South Carolina and moved down here full

 06       time.

 07            Within the past two years, y'all know, we have

 08       had three major hurricanes.  After Ian hit, we had

 09       to strip our house all the way down to the studs,

 10       move all of our contents to a pod or on the ground

 11       level, and moved into our RV.  Due to many

 12       construction constraints and permitting, we were

 13       almost a year into construction when Helene and

 14       Milton hit.

 15            In short, we lost our RV that was sitting in

 16       the front yard, two other vehicles.  We also lost

 17       all of our household furniture, brand new

 18       appliances, kitchen cabinets and personal items

 19       that were stored on the ground level.

 20            Of course, all of this being on the ground

 21       level, we had no flood insurance.  It doesn't start

 22       until you get to the second level.  So we have had

 23       to take a lot of our savings to recoup to put our

 24       house back together.

 25            We want to be able to pass our property onto
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 01       our kids because we love it, and when they come

 02       down here, they love it too.  And we want to be

 03       able to do that, but we are -- with the hurricanes

 04       and with the monies that we have spent, like

 05       everybody else here has the same story I have.  And

 06       we are just -- we are just tapped out right now.

 07       It just cannot happen anymore.

 08            We -- we are -- with our RV being destroyed,

 09       our house is still under construction.  Hopefully

 10       will be in it within the next month.  But we have

 11       got great friends and neighbors on the island, and

 12       we have been able to stay in some different housing

 13       on the island, and we are so grateful to them for

 14       that.

 15            One thing that I did hear -- I have been here

 16       all day.  One thing I did here is that it was said

 17       that there were septic tanks spread all over the

 18       beach, all over the island, and poop and everything

 19       else all over the place.

 20            I ride my bicycle all over the island just

 21       about every day.  My little dog sits in the front

 22       basket.  So if you see a fat boy riding down the

 23       road with a little fluffy dog, that's me.  But I --

 24       in doing that -- and I ride up and down the beach

 25       also, but I have not seen one septic tank above
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 01       ground.  I -- it didn't happen.  It just has not

 02       happened.  And I was shocked when I got back to the

 03       house after Milton, there were no signs of any

 04       septic tanks being destroyed.

 05            Thank you, I see --

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Question for you.

 07            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Yeah, I got a question.  Are

 08       you a member of PIE or LGIPA?

 09            MR. KNIGHTEN:  Yes, PIE.

 10            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Do you ride your bike down to

 11       LGI as well?

 12            MR. KNIGHTEN:  I ride it down on the beach

 13       side, but I have never been back into LGI.  And I

 14       talked to some of these people here, I need to do

 15       that.  But I have ridden all the way down to the

 16       end right down there to the inlet.

 17            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 18            MR. KNIGHTEN:  That's a great ride.  You need

 19       do it sometime.

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 21            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Kjell Plotkin,

 22       you are third.

 23                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 24            MR. BAIRD:  Good evening Commissioners.  My

 25       name is John Baird.  I am a property owner at 241
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 01       Kettle Harbor Drive.  I am a member of PIE, and I

 02       did submit one letter per Commissioner.

 03            Like many of my neighbors, I dis -- I strongly

 04       agree that a system is not needed.  It's

 05       unwarranted.  Additionally, attributing failed

 06       septic systems to two major hurricanes

 07       misrepresents the issue at hand.  A private sewer

 08       system would not have prevented these problems.

 09            During recent hurricanes, density populated

 10       areas like Tampa Bay experienced over eight million

 11       gallons of raw sewage spill.  When you look at

 12       Hurricane Milton, there was over 70 million gallons

 13       of wastewater spilled into our waterways in

 14       Florida.  In contrast, our sparsely populated

 15       islands, where many homes are seasonal or vacation

 16       properties, is well-situated for septic systems.

 17            Centralized sewer systems make sense in a high

 18       population density areas, where public funding and

 19       economic feasibility exists.  These factors are

 20       absent here.  The proposed service area is remote,

 21       has a small population.  It is geographically

 22       unique and fragile.  Residents would bear

 23       prohibitive costs of a system that is need neither

 24       needed nor justified.

 25            In conclusion, I urge that you deny
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 01       Environmental Utilities' application because it's

 02       not necessary, and would impose undue financial

 03       harm to our residents.

 04            Thank you.

 05            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 06       testimony, sir.

 07            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 08       LGIPA?

 09            MR. BAIRD:  Yes, sir.  I stated that at the

 10       beginning.  I said I am a member of PIE, and I

 11       submitted one letter each of the Commissioners.

 12            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 13                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 14            MS. LUBE:  Hi.  I am Kelly Lube.  I grew up on

 15       the island.  I just wanted to state that -- I think

 16       it was Jack said that there was septic tanks all

 17       over the beach.  After the storm, I, myself, I

 18       didn't go past the State park, but I combed the

 19       beach, and we were picking up as much debris

 20       putting it in huge piles, everything, mailboxes.

 21       We don't even have mailboxes on the island.  I

 22       don't know, you know, there was a couch.  There was

 23       a stove.  There was -- you name it, it was on the

 24       beach, but there was not a septic tank.  There was

 25       no poop on the beach.  It was just, you know,
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 01       debris from homes.

 02            Also, as far as the logistics of getting on

 03       and off the island.  I know that the one witness

 04       said that he accounted for, like, rain days during

 05       construction.  Well, we -- the tide has been so low

 06       that we didn't even get garbage pickup for three

 07       weeks.  The garbage trucks could not get over.

 08            And then I also wanted to state that a lot of

 09       us are still, you know, in cleanup mode from the

 10       hurricane.  My mom, amazing, Linda Cotherman, after

 11       the storm, she was six weeks couch suffering

 12       because she could not get electricity.  Our island

 13       was this deep in water.  And most every house

 14       needed to get electrical redone underneath the

 15       houses, and we couldn't get electricians.  They

 16       were impossible to get out.  And if you did get

 17       one, you waited weeks before one could come out.

 18       My mom waited six weeks to get her, you know, her

 19       meter fixed.  She lost her car.

 20            There is people here in the audience that

 21       still don't have a car.  They got a ride here from

 22       people.  You know, and this was just the last two

 23       hurricanes.

 24            Hurricane Ian, we were just pretty much

 25       recovered.  There is still houses on the island
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 01       that when -- when Helene hit, they were just

 02       getting their houses, like, having contractors come

 03       to put new roofs on and stuff.

 04            You know, the island is so special.  This is a

 05       place where, you know, you used to be able to go

 06       out after the golf cart and you would count how

 07       many gopher tortoises you would see, you know.  You

 08       see Ospreys flying.  You see -- you know, we have

 09       bobcats, which is, you know, just cool.  It is a

 10       super special place, and I --

 11            You can do a quick Google search, and it's,

 12       you know, millions of sewer spills, millions of

 13       gallons of sewer spills.  So I don't understand, if

 14       we want to put a sewer in, the possibility of

 15       millions of gallons, you know, going into the

 16       waterways is more detrimental to me than anything.

 17       And then with the logistics, what happens if a pipe

 18       breaks in the middle of the night?  Because the

 19       ferry stops at 10 o'clock.  So, you know, if

 20       something happens and there has been sewer -- there

 21       was -- in Bradenton, 200,000 gallons were spilled

 22       July 25th last year from a lightning strike.  So it

 23       doesn't have to be a storm.  Loxahatchee had a

 24       sewer plug stuck and lost a thousand gallons in

 25       May.
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 01            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am.

 02            MS. LUBE:  Yes.

 03            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 04       testimony.

 05            MS. LUBE:  Okay.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Hold on for a question.

 07            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 08       LGIPA?

 09            MS. LUBE:  PIE.

 10            MR. FRIEDMAN:  You realize, do you not, that

 11       the sewer plant is not going to be on the island?

 12            MS. LUBE:  Yes.

 13            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  That's all I have.

 14            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.

 15            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Brian Fredley,

 16       you are on deck.  Kevin Stevens, you are after him.

 17                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 18            MS. PLOTKIN:  Hi.  My name is Kjell Plotkin.

 19       I am a full-time resident on Don Pedro and Knight

 20       Island for the last 30 years.  I was also a Florida

 21       Fish and Wildlife certified gopher tortoise agent

 22       with the State, and serving as the leader of

 23       Bocilla Island's conservation -- gopher tortoise

 24       conservation team.  I have been hands-on for every

 25       single survey permit excavation, educational
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 01       program and resident query and recordkeeping for

 02       FWC guidelines for the last 15 years.

 03            So today, on behalf of the residents, I am

 04       stating some of their concerns regarding

 05       construction process of sewer installation, and how

 06       it's going to impact the gopher tortoise, which is

 07       a threatened species, and it's protected under the

 08       law.

 09            So the statements that I am about to make are

 10       all FWC regulations.  So here are the facts:

 11            Number one, any burrow within 25 feet of

 12       construction must be prepared and set up to capture

 13       a gopher tortoise that might be using a burrow on

 14       that property.  This would likely be done by use of

 15       a bucket trap.  The specifics for this process

 16       involves a monitoring mandate of 30 days from the

 17       time the trap is dug and set until the burrow is

 18       declared vacated.  The trap must be monitored two

 19       times per day.

 20            Number two, if a gopher tortoise is captured,

 21       a holding panel of specific size must be provided.

 22       It needs to have partial secure protective

 23       coverage.  It has to have forage.  It has to have

 24       water, distilled, by the way.  This, too, must be

 25       physically checked and monitored two times a day

�0081

 01       until the construction is complete.

 02            A secured black cloth needs to be buried on

 03       both sides of the sewer trench in order to prevent

 04       a gopher tortoise from falling into that trench

 05       during the construction.  The fencing needs to be

 06       checked two times a day for any breaches, and to

 07       rescue any gopher tortoises that breach the

 08       fencing.  If not, that gopher tortoise could

 09       parish.  Openings at the ends of those trenches at

 10       the will also need to be protected.  Permits for

 11       gopher tortoise kept must be applied for and

 12       approved for each individual lot or burrow.

 13       Paperwork on any and all activity must be filed

 14       with Florida Fish and Wildlife.

 15            So now the questions.

 16            One:  Who's responsible for the application

 17       for capturing and removal when the burrow is on a

 18       homeowner's site?

 19            Question two:  Who is responsible for the

 20       application if it's on Bocilla conservation

 21       property, or what if it's on the West Coast Inland

 22       Navigation District's property, or what about our

 23       county fire station?

 24            Question three:  Who is responsible for

 25       putting the property back to its original condition
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 01       after that burrow has been excavated?  Who is

 02       responsible for the cost of those permits?  Is to

 03       the homeowner?  Who is responsible for the cost of

 04       the holding pens, and the labor hours to care for

 05       the gopher tortoises?

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am, thank you for your

 07       testimony.  Hold on for a question, please.

 08            MS. PLOTKIN:  Yes.

 09            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Ms. Plotkin, are you a member

 10       of PIE or LGIPA?

 11            MS. PLOTKIN:  No.

 12            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Did -- wasn't Bocilla Utilities

 13       able to install water lines where you are without

 14       -- in spite of the tortoise regulations?

 15            MS. PLOTKIN:  I can't answer that.  I don't

 16       know.

 17            MR. FRIEDMAN:  There are water lines up in

 18       where you get your water service, correct?

 19            MS. PLOTKIN:  There is water there, yes.

 20            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 21            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  We are going to take two

 22       more speakers, and then we are going to take a

 23       five-minute break for the court reporter and

 24       myself.

 25                       PUBLIC COMMENT
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 01            MR. FREDLEY:  Hear me okay?

 02            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes.

 03            MR. FREDLEY:  Okay.  I am Brian Fredley, 311

 04       Bocilla Drive, Placida, Florida.  I am on Don

 05       Pedro.  We are basically an island almost separated

 06       from Palm Island.  There is actually a second

 07       bridge, you know, once you get on to Palm Island to

 08       get to our section of the island.

 09            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  I am sorry, I need you to

 10       speak into the microphone.  Thank you.

 11            MR. FREDLEY:  You know, we are both -- my

 12       spouse and I are opposed to the sewer project and

 13       really here to protect our island.  We do have

 14       gopher turtles on our property.  We see them daily

 15       with other, you know, other species, bobcats.

 16            If the EU was paying for the entire project,

 17       we would still be opposed to it, because that's

 18       really not the point, in my mind.  You know, we are

 19       in support of septic systems being inspected and

 20       upgraded.  And our septic system was installed in

 21       2021 or '20, and it had to be permitted.  It had to

 22       be set back off of the waterway, off of a side

 23       property line.  It meets all the requirements.

 24       Septic systems, you know, use the sand soil for

 25       filtering.  They are a, you know, the right use or
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 01       need for a remote, you know, place like this.

 02            You know, the first step in, you know, higher

 03       density development is to bring utilities, you

 04       know, to an area.  So I think that's really what

 05       our concern is, that, you know, to bring a higher

 06       density utility to a remote area that doesn't need

 07       it, you know, equals there may be higher density

 08       coming.  And that's -- I think that's what the real

 09       concern is.

 10            Yeah, I don't think that there is real

 11       evidence that there is not opposition.  There was

 12       mention there was, you know, a little opposition to

 13       this.  I think the opposition is pretty high.

 14            I am in the same boat as the rest of the

 15       residents.  I mean, we had two hurricanes.  We had

 16       a lot of damage.  You know, we had floodwater that

 17       was six feet high, and our septic system performed

 18       perfectly.  I mean, we were able to, you know, use

 19       it the day after.

 20            I have a property on the east coast of

 21       Florida, Daytona Beach area, and it has a central

 22       sewer with lift stations, and it's a system that is

 23       very similar to what they are talking about doing.

 24       That system was down for 11 days after Milton

 25       because the lift stations lost power, and all the
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 01       lift stations were swamped with seawater.  This

 02       wasn't the case here, and that shows that our

 03       systems really work.

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.  Hold on for

 05       a question.

 06            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 07       LGIPA?

 08            MR. FREDLEY:  PIE.

 09            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 10            MR. STEVENS:  I thought I saw Jack somewhere.

 11       I just wanted to thank you for bringing us all

 12       together here tonight.

 13            My name is Kevin Stevens.  I have been on the

 14       island for about 25 years now, and I don't have any

 15       party affiliation.  I am not a member of any of the

 16       groups out there.

 17            A lot of numbers have been tossed around

 18       today, and I am kind of good with numbers, but I am

 19       so confused right now, but me go over what I got

 20       out of it today.  And, Jack, let me tell where I

 21       think you have gone wrong here.

 22            First of all, you haven't really done any

 23       quality -- water quality data yet that you talked

 24       about, and I am pretty sure that was required.

 25            Also, your numbers show that you need -- you
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 01       showed seven percent of the residents are full-time

 02       out there, and they are causing all the problems.

 03       So if you will look on my right-hand side, those

 04       people sitting down, that's about seven percent.

 05       So those people should have to pay for the system,

 06       not me.

 07            You brought in a lot of expert witnesses out

 08       here today, but a lot of them have never even been

 09       to our island.  They don't have any knowledge of

 10       the barge.  They don't have any island -- knowledge

 11       of the island markup, which is about two to three

 12       times what the normal mainlander would pay.  I am

 13       going to use 1.5, just to help you out a little

 14       bit.  And they certainly don't know anything about

 15       our hurricane construction delays that we have

 16       experienced in this last two-and-a-half years,

 17       which has just been outstanding.

 18            So let's talk a little bit about the numbers

 19       here.  Your own numbers are the system is going to

 20       cost $19,200.  Let's use $20,000 just to keep the

 21       numbers easy.  Again, I am going to help you out a

 22       little bit and just say our island factor is 1.5

 23       percent, so that's $30,000 what the system is going

 24       to cost you just to get going.

 25            Trades have been nice to here -- for you here.
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 01       Trades are going to cost about $10,000.  So there

 02       is $40,000 we are up to.

 03            Private barge fees.  Well, we all know Adam is

 04       not going to do this for free, and that's about

 05       $15,000 at a one-and-a-half times markup.  So right

 06       now we are at $55,000.  I don't have $55,000, okay.

 07            So if I go out and get a home line of equity

 08       credit at 8.45 percent for 10 years, I can expect

 09       to pay $75,000 just to get up and running, and

 10       that's over 10 years.  And that's going to equate

 11       to about $700 a month.  Pretty pricy privy there,

 12       Jack.

 13            I hope we all think about this.  The numbers

 14       are pretty staggering.  I think your numbers are

 15       considerably low, and -- well, thank you.

 16            MR. FRIEDMAN:  No questions.

 17            MR. STEVENS:  No party affiliations, and I

 18       haven't talked to my Commissioners.

 19            MR. FRIEDMAN:  No questions.

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 21       testimony.

 22            Okay.  I have roughly 14 after 7:00, at 19

 23       after 7:00 we will reconvene.

 24            Thank you.

 25            (Brief recess.)

�0088

 01            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.  When we swore

 02       everybody in the first time, we only had 30 names.

 03       Now we are up over 50.  So if you have not -- if

 04       you were not here the first time I swore everybody

 05       in, if I can get you to stand and raise your right

 06       hand.  Once again, there was about 30 people in

 07       here, 30 names we had so far.  We are up to over 50

 08       now.  If you have not been sworn in, if I can get

 09       you to stand and raise your right hand.

 10            (Whereupon, Chairman Graham administered the

 11  oath.)

 12            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you very much.

 13            All right.  We are going to do the same thing

 14       again.  We are going to call three names, one will

 15       take the mic, one is on back and one following

 16       after that.

 17            Commissioner Passidomo.

 18            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  James Daniel --

 19       Daniels, you are up.  Fred Brown, you are on deck.

 20       Robby Anderson, you are third.

 21            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Welcome, stir.

 22                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 23            MR. DANIELS:  My name is James Daniels.  I

 24       live in Hillsborough County.  My family has had a

 25       house on Little Gasparilla Island since 1963.  I am

�0089

 01       a retired lineman with a major utility company that

 02       services that company -- or that island, and I want

 03       to go to a different aspect from the sewer system

 04       that we are here to talk about, but it takes

 05       electricity to serve that sewer system.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, if I can get you to get

 07       a little closer to your mic.  Thank you.

 08            MR. DANIELS:  And I would like to remind you

 09       how long sometimes it takes to get response to that

 10       island, and I would like to tell you a number of

 11       times starting -- I will go back to 19 -- 2014,

 12       when Charley came through.

 13            Sometimes you are looking at two weeks.  In

 14       1992, I was sent to Miami for 30 days to put the

 15       electricity back on, and when I left after 30 days,

 16       there were still thousands and thousands of people

 17       without electricity.

 18            So I understand that this gravity system, you

 19       are going to make me crush a very good concrete

 20       septic tank to put in a 55-gallon drum to hold the

 21       waste and hook up a pump to pump it into a gravity

 22       system to haul it away, and all that takes

 23       electricity.

 24            One other thing I would like to say, is I am

 25       not for the system.  I have read as much as I can
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 01       on it.  I am like everybody else, I have gone

 02       through three hurricanes in just over two years,

 03       starting with Helene.  There again, I had to get my

 04       house started all over again.

 05            There is nothing wrong with my septic tank or

 06       my sewer system, but I would like to say that there

 07       is no -- there is no contamination on Little

 08       Gasparilla Island that comes from sewer tanks, or

 09       sewer systems, septic tanks worse than the red

 10       tide.  So if you can tell me how you can cure the

 11       red tide, then I would be for the sewer system that

 12       you are talking about putting in there, but I don't

 13       think you can.

 14            So one other thing I would like to say,

 15       everybody that doesn't work for Ford always got a

 16       better idea.  So I will tell you this, you turn off

 17       the -- you turn off the internet, you go back to

 18       1983, you turn off the electricity, and you go back

 19       to the Stone Age, and I thank you for your time.

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, Mr. Daniels.  I

 21       think you got a question.

 22            MR. DANIELS:  Yes, sir.

 23            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 24       LGIPA?

 25            MR. DANIELS:  Little Gasparilla Homeowners.

�0091

 01            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 02            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 03            MR. DANIELS:  Thank you.

 04            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Kathleen

 05       Stokes, you will be third.

 06                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 07            MR. BROWN:  All right.  My name is Fred Brown,

 08       and I am a proud member of PIE.

 09            Our family has been coming to Palm Island for

 10       almost 40 years, ever since our first anniversary.

 11       We have been homeowners of two homes for just under

 12       20 years, they are family homes and not rented.

 13       One house is on the Gulf, one is a block away on a

 14       canal.

 15            During all that time, we have never

 16       experienced any leaks or issues with our septic

 17       systems, nor have we smelled or seen any septic

 18       compromises from our neighbors.

 19            There are numerous, numerous reports over the

 20       years of sewer compromises on the west coast of

 21       Florida, St. Petersburg in Pinellas County

 22       continually has sewer breaks that put raw sewage in

 23       neighborhoods and in the waterways.

 24            During the last two hurricanes, Pinellas,

 25       Pasco, Sarasota, Hillsborough, Manatee and
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 01       Charlotte Counties had sewer compromises.  The Boca

 02       Beacon on October 14th, 2024, stated that the Boca

 03       Grande sewer system was destroyed.  They are a

 04       stones-throw from Palm Island.  We don't need that.

 05            Any arguments -- any statements, arguments or

 06       science that say sewer is better for its customers

 07       than the environment are false.  Our septic systems

 08       are not broke, and we don't need -- and do not need

 09       to be replaced with a sewer system that has proven

 10       they have environmental issues.

 11            If we had the proposed sewer system over the

 12       two wash-overs from Hurricane Helene and Milton, I

 13       wonder if hundreds of people would have been

 14       without sewer if water submerged the control panel

 15       or the pump, just like it did our pool equipment.

 16       If that happened, it would be months before the

 17       hundreds of homes on the island were to get

 18       equipment replaced, thus, we would not be able to

 19       begin the recovery process since we couldn't stay

 20       in our homes.

 21            At the end of the day, our septic systems are

 22       not broken, and the fact is there are no proven

 23       environmental issues.  The hundreds of homeowners

 24       on the island do not need to spend tens of

 25       thousands of dollars for something that is not
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 01       needed.  We have enough financial burden to get our

 02       houses back in order from the three storms we have

 03       experienced since 2022, not to mention increased

 04       real estate taxes and insurance.  Again, my house,

 05       directly on the beach, has not had any septic

 06       issues over the last two wash-overs from the

 07       hurricanes.

 08            Please do not make us spend tens of thousands

 09       of dollars for something we don't need.  In my

 10       opinion, doing so, would be modern day extortion.

 11            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 12            MR. BROWN:  Thank you.

 13                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 14            MR. ANDERSON:  Hello.  My name is Captain Rob

 15       Anderson.  My family and I have been visiting and

 16       enjoying the beautiful Don Pedro Island for nearly

 17       20 years.  I have been fortunate enough to live and

 18       work from the island full time since early 2020,

 19       and I agree with all of the objections to this

 20       project that have been made so far.

 21            Since living here, I have been heavily

 22       involved in several island wildlife protection

 23       initiatives, such as FWC's sea turtle protection

 24       and the wildlife rescue team we have on the island.

 25       I also have my captain's license from the U.S.
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 01       Coast Guard.  I spend roughly 200 days per year out

 02       on the water, anywhere from Tampa Bay to Boca

 03       Grande, and I have witnessed firsthand how the

 04       catastrophic sewer spills can be to a water's

 05       ecosystem.

 06            I ask that you please deny Environmental

 07       Utilities' proposal for central sewer.  There is

 08       genuinely no need for it, and the lasting negative

 09       impact will forever alter the uniqueness and

 10       simplicity that makes Don Pedro Island so special.

 11            A major concern that I have is the

 12       ever-present threat of weather events impacting a

 13       central sewer's ability to do its job here for us

 14       on the island.  After Hurricanes Ian, Helene and

 15       Miller, I was one of the first people to return to

 16       the island to assess damage.  I walked all of Don

 17       Pedro Island.  Catastrophic would be one word that

 18       I would use to describe what I saw through those

 19       events, but no septic failure in sight.

 20            Luckily, with the current septic systems in

 21       place, I, along with many other residents, were

 22       able to stay at our homes to begin our cleanup and

 23       recovery efforts swiftly, despite not having power

 24       to our homes.  And time matters in these situations

 25       to prevent mold and further damage that comes after
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 01       the surge has rescinded and the winds calm.

 02            After the most recent Hurricane Milton, our

 03       section of the island was without reliable power

 04       for approximately two weeks.  It's unfathomable how

 05       poorly a central sewer system would have reacted if

 06       there was one on the island, which is only

 07       accessible by boat or car ferry.

 08            I watched in disbelief as our neighbor barrier

 09       island to the south, Gasparilla Island, also known

 10       as Boca Grande, had to bring in portable showers

 11       and toilets for residents to use because their

 12       sewer systems were destroyed in the onslaught

 13       brought by Hurricane Milton.

 14            According to the Boca Beacon newspaper, eight

 15       days after the storm made landfall, only 50 percent

 16       of their water and sewer customers were restored.

 17            As mentioned before, Don Pedro Island is

 18       unique, simple and delicate, and we would like to

 19       keep it that way.  There is a clear example with

 20       what just happened at Boca Grande that a central

 21       sewer system can be compromised on a barrier

 22       island, and the significant time to repair is

 23       concerning.  The very recent history of hurricanes

 24       is a stark reminder of what barrier islands are

 25       prone to.
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 01            I will end with this.  We have not been

 02       presented with a need for this project.  The cost

 03       is extremely high and ambiguous.  We did not ask

 04       for this complex project, and the negative

 05       environmental impact has not been justified.  I ask

 06       that you please deny the proposal for central

 07       sewer.

 08            Thank you for your time.

 09            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.  Hold on for

 10       questions.

 11            MR. ANDERSON:  No, I am not a member of PIE or

 12       LGI.

 13            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Are you aware that the

 14       wastewater system serving Boca Grande is located on

 15       the island itself instead of on the mainland?

 16            MR. ANDERSON:  I am not an expert in that

 17       area.

 18            MR. FRIEDMAN:  I didn't ask you if you are an

 19       expert.  I just asked you --

 20            MR. ANDERSON:  No, I am not.

 21            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 22            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 23            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Amanda Small,

 24       you are on deck.  Edward Small, you are after her.

 25            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am, please.
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 01                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 02            MS. STOKES:  Hello.  I am Kathleen Stokes.  My

 03       home is at 8892 Gulf Street on Little Gasparilla

 04       Island.  I want to thank you all for this

 05       opportunity to speak to you.

 06            I, as are hundreds of islanders, are asking I

 07       will to deny EU's application for a wastewater

 08       certificate.  I have read every entry on the PSC

 09       website.  Mr. Boyer says there are close to 100

 10       people who want his system.  I have read every one.

 11       I haven't seen anywhere near 100.  There have been

 12       letters from his family, from his friends, from his

 13       employees, and most of all, from realtors that

 14       don't even have a lot on the island.

 15            First, as we go over some things that I have

 16       heard today, this is what I believe.  I don't think

 17       there is a need for sewer.  Mr. Boyer's expert

 18       witness says right in his written testimony that he

 19       has not tested the water surrounding our island.

 20       He refers to the waters where he teaches over in

 21       St. Lucie County, and that's on the Atlantic Ocean

 22       on the other coast, and he talks about a lot of

 23       things in the Florida Keys.

 24            According to the Florida Department of

 25       Education report, whatever it is, lower Lemon Bay
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 01       has been and is currently meeting the state water

 02       quality standards, and the State of Florida has

 03       created a basic manage management area plan for

 04       areas that need water quality addressed.  Our area

 05       is not included in that.

 06            The cost for homeowners is excessive.  I am

 07       retired, and I am a recent widow, and I may have to

 08       sell my beloved home, which we built 26 years ago,

 09       if this comes to being.

 10            There are no grants or subsidies available, as

 11       I understand it, for a private for-profit company.

 12       There is no pay over time for us, there is no

 13       competitive building -- bidding.  There is no

 14       oversight.  There is no single point of recourse.

 15       We especially don't want a low pressure system,

 16       which EU is proposing.

 17            Charlotte County has reported 51 percent of

 18       the spills that have happened were from low

 19       pressure systems, despite being only 25 percent of

 20       the county systems.

 21            The South Florida Water Management District

 22       gave a presentation called Gravity Sewers and

 23       Beyond, and it was a discussion of sewage

 24       collection technologies and beyond, referring to

 25       low pressure systems.  And they said, and I quote:
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 01       As all pipe work is under pressure, then a break in

 02       the pipe may lead to large spills.  It's not

 03       suitable for environmentally sensitive areas.  And

 04       Palm Island and Little Gasparilla are extremity

 05       environmentally sensitive.

 06            EU has not published plans for -- in the event

 07       of another disaster.  We have had quite a few

 08       lately, as you know.  I read somewhere where he

 09       said, well, we will have two trucks available.

 10       Well, it's scarier now also since he plans to have

 11       two crossings instead of one.  And they are going

 12       to be going right over the inland waterway to the

 13       mainland.

 14            We don't want a private for-profit company.

 15       This is what really gets me.  I can't understand

 16       how a startup LLC, he has no equipment to begin

 17       with.  Most companies that are going to put in a

 18       sewer have at least something to begin with.  We

 19       homeowners would be paying for lots, as I

 20       understand it, from what I read, five lots; the

 21       building; two tricks; a boat and everything else.

 22       Plus, he has no experience or training in running a

 23       wastewater system.  He has our water system, and

 24       there is questions about that.

 25            Ian, Helene and Milton greatly affected my
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 01       life, my home, my island.  We had a complete

 02       disaster on our hands.  No power.  Just

 03       heartbreaking, costly devastation.  We were

 04       overwhelmed as we tackled the cleanup and the

 05       teardown.  And as we begin to rebuild -- and we

 06       cried.  We cried together, but my septic system

 07       worked.  We could use our toilet.  With Mr. Boyer's

 08       proposed system, as I understand it, if we have no

 09       power, we have no potty.

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am, thank you for your

 11       testimony.

 12            MS. STOKES:  Thank you so much.

 13            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Ma'am -- ma'am, are you a

 14       member of PIE or LGIPA?

 15            MS. STOKES:  Yes, I am a member of the LGI

 16       association, and I am proud of it.

 17            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 18            MS. STOKES:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank

 19       you, Association.

 20                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 21            MS. SMALL:  Hello.  I am Amanda Small, and my

 22       husband, Ed Small, and I live on the Don Pedro side

 23       of the island at 30 Kettle Harbor Drive.  We are

 24       full-time residents at this address.  Additionally,

 25       we own a vacant lot a few lots over from our home
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 01       at 12 Point Way.

 02            I am here today to request a denial of

 03       Environmental Utilities' proposal for a permit for

 04       centralized sewer on the bridgeless barrier island.

 05       I will try to be brief on why I want EU's

 06       application denied, as I am surely many will have

 07       similar objections, but first a little background.

 08            We fell in love with the special island years

 09       ago and were fortunate enough to buy a small

 10       affordable house here in 2019 before the housing

 11       market went out of control.  This is the affordable

 12       house that we plan to retire in.  The purchase

 13       price and the annual cost of ownership were factors

 14       that played into our decision to buy.  Many of the

 15       current costs, such as taxes and insurance, have

 16       already greatly increased in just a few short years

 17       of ownership.

 18            Before we closed on our home, the septic field

 19       was replaced at a cost to the previous owner of

 20       around $12,000.  Our septic system meets the

 21       current code for Charlotte County.

 22            Additionally, we take great pride in ownership

 23       of our home, and have our septic system maintained

 24       and pumped out as needed and pumped and in a timely

 25       manner as to avoid any issues.
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 01            And just over the last two years, our island

 02       was hit with -- has been hit with five named

 03       storms, three of which were major storms that

 04       caused significant damage to our island but left

 05       all -- but all left their mark.  Each of those

 06       three major storms, Ian, Helen and Milton, left our

 07       island with long lasting power outages.  Our septic

 08       system did not fail and was not damaged in any of

 09       these storms.  Had we had EU's proposed system

 10       installed at the time, we would have been in a

 11       little -- in a literal you know what show without

 12       power to operate the system, and feet of water

 13       flooding the system and the required electrical

 14       panel.  When our system was covered in feet of

 15       water in Helene and Milton, it do not fail and did

 16       not require a cost to he repair.

 17            Bottom line, we bought our house because we

 18       fell in love with the island as it was, and

 19       accepted the known cost of ownership to our septic

 20       system.  Our septic system is properly maintained

 21       and has never failed.  We did not ask for a

 22       centralized sewer system, nor do we want a

 23       centralized sewer system.  There is also no proven

 24       need for one.  Our quality of life on the island

 25       nor the local environment would be improved by a
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 01       centralized sewer.

 02            The initial high cost of installing the

 03       system, new high monthly sewer bill, plus

 04       substantial ongoing maintenance will be

 05       cost-prohibitive for most on the island.  There

 06       are -- these are the same islanders who have been

 07       hit hard in the storms here since Ian in 2022, and

 08       are still struggling to recover from the high cost

 09       related to the damages of multiple storms.

 10            This is not another burden the island needs to

 11       endure.  Please deny Environmental Utilities'

 12       request to install a centralized sewer on Don Pedro

 13       Island.

 14            COMMISSIONER GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.  Hold

 15       on for a question.

 16            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Yeah, my usual.  Are you and

 17       your husband members of PIE or LGIPA?

 18            MS. SMALL:  Not currently.

 19            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 20            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Tyler Erickson,

 21       you are on deck.  Peggy Erickson, you are after.

 22                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 23            MR. SMALL:  Hello.  My name is Edward Small.

 24       I own properties at 30 Kettle Harbor and 2 Point

 25       Way on Don Pedro Island.  We have -- we purchased
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 01       these properties over the years, and the first

 02       property we purchased in 2019.  We have been

 03       full-time residents since 2023.

 04            I agree with many of the salient points that

 05       have been offered by the residents gathered here to

 06       oppose the application submitted by Environmental

 07       Utilities.  In my opinion, the most significant

 08       point is the lack of data collection and scientific

 09       evidence that prove the septic systems are

 10       polluting the waterways.  There has been no testing

 11       of our local waterways.  Why are we considering a

 12       solution that is in search of a problem?

 13            I request that the PSC deny this and future

 14       applications for a sewer system on our precious

 15       barrier island.

 16            Thank you.

 17            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.  Hold on for

 18       a question.

 19            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 20       LGIPA?

 21            MR. SMALL:  Not currently.

 22            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Is your -- and your wife isn't

 23       either?

 24            MR. SMALL:  No.

 25            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Is she on the board, or an
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 01       officer?

 02            MR. SMALL:  No.

 03            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 05                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 06            MR. ERICKSON:  My name is Tyler Erickson, at

 07       111 North Gulf Boulevard.  We have lived on the

 08       island since 2009.  Our house was built in 1989,

 09       and one of the only things we have never had to do

 10       was repair our septic system.  We just had it

 11       checked by SOS Septic, and it's completely fine.

 12       Next door neighbor, and my sister-in-law and her

 13       husband, Ed and Cindy Choa, also had no problems.

 14       There is no need for sewer.  It is just an extra

 15       cost on top of all the other expenses not covered

 16       by insurance.

 17            One thing I would like to know, and I am sure

 18       everybody in this room would like to know, is would

 19       you want your plumber working on your teeth?  I

 20       would like to know EU's vast experience in barrier

 21       island sewer service.

 22            That's it for me.

 23            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.  Hold on for

 24       a question degree.

 25            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or
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 01       LGIPA?

 02            MR. ERICKSON:  PIE.

 03            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am.

 05            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Lou Ellen

 06       Wilson, you are on deck.  Jane Kebe, you are after.

 07                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 08            MS. ERICKSON:  Hi.  I am Peggy Erickson, and

 09       my legal name is Margaret.  We own a home at 111

 10       North Gulf Boulevard, and a lot on 251 Bocilla

 11       Road.

 12            We just got back in our house in April after

 13       Hurricane Ian.  We have suffered financial burdens

 14       with our home getting rebuilt, and our septic

 15       system has been working with no problems the entire

 16       time.  That's the only thing we have not had to

 17       replace, is our septic system, and we have had no

 18       issues.

 19            I don't see any reason to disrupt our island,

 20       tear up our roads and disturb the wildlife to put

 21       this low pressure system in.

 22            We have numerous electrical outages.  We

 23       struggle getting gas on the island when we do have

 24       electrical outages, and I think we need gas to run

 25       a generator to get this new proposed system to run.
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 01       I don't see any need to change something that's not

 02       broken.

 03            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE?

 04            MS. ERICKSON:  I am.

 05            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.

 07            MS. ERICKSON:  Thank you for your time.

 08                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 09            MS. WILSON:  Thank you for allowing me to

 10       speak today.  My name is Lou Ellen Wilson.  I live

 11       -- and I am a full-time resident on Palm Island.

 12            My background is I was a Senior Vice-President

 13       in the 1980s for one of the largest developers, Sun

 14       City Center and A Delta Communities.  In the 1900s

 15       and 19 -- I was -- opened my own consulting

 16       company, and I was given the contract when Rotunda

 17       was in receivership to do the day-to-day management

 18       there, which included many problems with their

 19       sewer system.

 20            In 2000, I bought an office building, and it

 21       was in south Hillsborough County, and I am the only

 22       person that has spoken that has had personal

 23       experience with a low pressure system.  It was on

 24       two occasions while I was there that I did not get

 25       prompt service that I was supplied by Hillsborough
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 01       County, and my employees had to go to the local

 02       service station to relieve themselves.

 03            Also, in 2000, I then have moved -- I moved

 04       down here to the island.  What I -- some things

 05       that you probably don't know.  On the island, our

 06       electric system has periodic outages where it goes

 07       down and you have to reprogram my security system.

 08       I understand the system that he is proposing also

 09       is going to be centrally monitored.  Are we going

 10       to have to have a personal person come out and

 11       reset this system every time we have an electrical

 12       outage?  I have lost an air conditioning system and

 13       a TV in the last five years during -- because of

 14       the surges.

 15            I do not have any letters behind my name.  I

 16       barely got through high school chemistry.  However,

 17       common sense tells me that you are asking me to

 18       spend over $40,000 to replace a septic tank that

 19       works, that put -- has nutrients that are leached

 20       into the soil.  You are also asking that I install

 21       a system where we are going to put -- transfer the

 22       same amount of nutrients out of my system to a --

 23       across the waterway into assuming treatment plant

 24       run by Charlotte County that does not remove the

 25       nutrients.  So I am taking the nutrients from my
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 01       plant from my house, not putting it in front of my

 02       house, but the County will then distribute those

 03       same nutrients through their wastewater system, and

 04       so, therefore, we are not gaining anything on

 05       cleaning our water.

 06            So my question to you today is to please deny

 07       this system until such time as the County can

 08       upgrade their system to remove all the nutrients.

 09       With this, we will -- when that is done, and a

 10       contractor can come in and guarantee that we will

 11       have a system that's not going to go down during a

 12       storm, I will gladly pay the money to keep our

 13       Gulf, whether it's the Gulf of Mexico or the Gulf

 14       of America, I will gladly pay to keep it clean for

 15       my grandchildren.

 16            Thank you.

 17            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.

 18            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE, ma'am?

 19            MS. WILSON:  I am a proud member of PIE.  In

 20       fact, I was President of PIE for three years.

 21            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you very much.

 22            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Cori Palmere,

 23       you will be on deck.  Greg Adams, you are after.

 24                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 25            MS. KEBE:  Hi.  Thank you, everyone, for your
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 01       attendance and for your interest.  I am Jayne Kebe,

 02       and I live at 18 Palm Drive on Palm Island.  I am

 03       also a member of PIE and I have -- and also I

 04       submitted letters, individual letters to each of

 05       the Commissioners.

 06            Okay.  I have owned my home for 13 years, and

 07       I have lived here full time for eight-and-a-half

 08       years.  I have a Master's degree in Environmental

 09       Engineering from the University of Notre Dame, and

 10       I have worked for over 20 years as an environmental

 11       engineering consultant, specializing in water

 12       quality, hazardous waste and groundwater sampling

 13       and modeling.

 14            I am familiar with biological unit operations,

 15       and with the education and experience necessary to

 16       construct, operate and maintain EU's proposed

 17       system.  After reviewing the employment history of

 18       the EU's developer, I believe that the developer

 19       does not have either the educational background or

 20       the expertise to successfully install and operate

 21       the proposed system.

 22            I have also spent considerable time reviewing

 23       papers and reports on the septic-to-sewer

 24       conversion issues.  In particular, one primary

 25       paper was written solely by EU's consultant, paid

�0111

 01       consultant, Dr. Brian Lapointe.  I would like to

 02       point out that this paper was never peer-reviewed

 03       or critiqued by any water quality professionals.

 04       This paper attempts to describe the science behind

 05       the septic-to-sewer conversion on the barrier

 06       islands.  However, in actuality, as you have heard

 07       previously, there are no data on the impact of the

 08       island's septic systems on either of groundwater or

 09       the surface water.  More specifically, no

 10       groundwater monitoring data has been collected from

 11       or near the barrier islands.

 12            Lapointe's speculations based on skewered --

 13       is based on skewered research conducted over 12

 14       years ago on selected groundwater wells more than

 15       20 miles from our barrier islands.  This cannot be

 16       identified as science, or have an applicability to

 17       our barrier islands.

 18            In conclusion, I feel that the total lack of

 19       EU's experience with construction and maintenance

 20       of their proposed system prohibits this approval by

 21       the Commissioners.  And furthermore, the science,

 22       or lack thereof, presented by EU does not support

 23       the PSC's requirement of a demonstrated --

 24       demonstrated proven need necessary for PSC

 25       approval.
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 01            Thank you for your time and consideration.

 02            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.

 03            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Greg Adams, you

 04       are on deck.  Debbie Daugherty, you are after.

 05                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 06            MS. PALMERE:  Thank you for giving me the

 07       opportunity to speak today.  My name is Cori

 08       Palmere.  My husband, Jim, and I live on Don Pedro

 09       Island at 31 South Gulf Boulevard.  We have owned

 10       our home for 10 years, and have vacationed here for

 11       20 years prior to owning.

 12            I wish you could all come and see the unique

 13       beauty of that island.  If you did visit, you would

 14       also become aware of the challenges we encounter

 15       living on a barrier island with mainly car ferry

 16       access.  Patience is required, but we like it that

 17       way.

 18            There are three issues I am going to speak to

 19       today.  One, the lack of over side of this proposed

 20       EU sewer project.  Two, the fact that EU is a

 21       private for-profit company.  And three, the

 22       concerns of a low pressure sewer system when it

 23       presents to the homeowner.

 24            Firstly, when Charlotte County installs a

 25       sewer system, it is required to provide a
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 01       performance bond to guarantee the project is

 02       completed in accordance to the contract.  As a

 03       private company, EU does not have to provide any

 04       guarantee of completion within timeline or budget.

 05       There is no oversight for the project.  It is

 06       unacceptable to ask us to take this leap of faith.

 07            Secondly, when it comes to a private

 08       for-profit company, there is no competitive

 09       bidding.  Affordable payment plans are not

 10       guaranteed.  The financial hit to the island

 11       residents as a result of the last three hurricanes

 12       has been painful.  The last thing my neighbors and

 13       I need is an additional $30,000 expense for

 14       something we don't even need.

 15            Finally, the data provided by Charlotte County

 16       -- skip that part.  Somebody already talked about

 17       the 25 percent and 51 percent.

 18            Low pressure systems are susceptible to

 19       failure during storms, and do not function during

 20       power outages.  Our current septic tank continues

 21       to work during power outages, which tend to happen

 22       frequently on our island during storms.

 23            In conclusion, I wouldn't hire a company with

 24       no experience, using less than optimal equipment,

 25       and no guarantee of cost or timeline to install an
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 01       in-ground pool for me, let alone an island-wide

 02       sewer system, would you?

 03            Thank you.

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.

 05            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE?

 06            MS. PALMERE:  I am a member of PIE.  I wrote

 07       letters this time.  I spoke last time, and I wrote

 08       letters last time as well.

 09            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 10            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Greg Adams, are

 11       you here?

 12            UNIDENDIFIED SPEAKER:  He had to leave.

 13            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Okay.  All

 14       right.  So I will go through the next three names.

 15            So Debbie Daugherty.  Pat Carlton, you are on

 16       deck.  Jennie -- it's hard to -- Faric -- I can't

 17       read that at all, Friem, maybe.  Jennie you are on

 18       deck.  I am sorry.

 19            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Please.

 20                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 21            MS. DAUGHERTY:  My name is Debbie Daugherty.

 22       I am a -- I am a resident of Little Gasparilla

 23       Island, 9850 Little Gasparilla Island.  I am a

 24       member of --

 25            UNIDENDIFIED SPEAKER:  Louder.
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 01            MS. DAUGHERTY:  Yes.  So I am here today to

 02       speak about the application for the wastewater

 03       certificate for Little Gasparilla.

 04            I have a Bachelor's and Master's from UF for

 05       Environmental Engineering.  I currently am

 06       operating a water and wastewater system in

 07       Gainesville.  I am the water and wastewater officer

 08       for Gainesville Regional Utilities, so I do have a

 09       lot of experience in operating water and wastewater

 10       systems.

 11            Something that hasn't been talked a lot about

 12       today is the experience of the folks that are

 13       making this petition.  Just because you operate a

 14       water system, which is pressurized pipes and

 15       meters, and that is it, does not make you someone

 16       who understands how to operate systems with 800

 17       pump stations.  That's what I heard y'all putting

 18       in the ground to start.  That is a tremendous

 19       amount of equipment to maintain in a very corrosive

 20       environment, and it is going to be a very

 21       challenging system to operate and maintain.  So

 22       having a company that doesn't have any experience

 23       doing that is very problematic.

 24            You know, from my perspective, I think, as

 25       engineer, we always weigh the environmental need
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 01       for a project with benefit of a project versus the

 02       cost, and that's the background I come from.

 03            In Gainesville, where I am currently working,

 04       we are spending $40,000 a lot to do septic-to-sewer

 05       conversions.  Every time I do work on my home in

 06       Gainesville, and I do the same project on the

 07       island, I pay at least twice as much.  So I am

 08       really having a hard time believing the cost

 09       numbers presented today by EU.

 10            On top of that, you -- I am so sorry -- the

 11       monthly cost to the homeowners are substantial.

 12       Again, in Gainesville $90 a month for water and

 13       wastewater service is what we pay for 7,000 gallons

 14       usage.  This is over $300 for water and wastewater

 15       that we will be paying on a monthly basis.  Those

 16       costs are going to affect people that live on --

 17       have lived on this island for decades.

 18            Everyone around me on the island, I am on the

 19       south end, they are people that have lived there

 20       for generations, those homes have passed down in

 21       the family.  They have tremendous damage from the

 22       storms.  They cannot afford these types of costs on

 23       a monthly basis or that.

 24            So I am generally concerned about the proposed

 25       wastewater certificate and its impact on the
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 01       community.  I don't believe the proposed wastewater

 02       certificate is going to help preserve the

 03       environment in our area, and I am worried about the

 04       long-term affordability for the life on LGI.

 05            A lot of people talked about the unique

 06       environment that we have, and the, you know, coming

 07       on the boat, so I think it's really important to

 08       keep that uniqueness of our island and not have

 09       this project.

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.

 11            MR. FRIEDMAN:  A couple of questions.

 12            Are you a member of PIE or LGIPA?

 13            MS. DAUGHERTY:  Yes.  I stated that in the

 14       beginning.

 15            MR. FRIEDMAN:  You wrote a letter back to the

 16       Commission in April, do you recall that letter?

 17            MS. DAUGHERTY:  I did.

 18            MR. FRIEDMAN:  And you were objecting to EU's

 19       proposing the low pressure system that ought to

 20       remove water from the tank and left the solids

 21       behind?

 22            MS. DAUGHERTY:  They were proposing a step

 23       system at the time when I wrote that letter.

 24            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Isn't it true that you

 25       said a sewage grinder pump station would provide
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 01       more effective design and provide better

 02       environmental benefits to have a central sewer

 03       system that removes all the wastewater?

 04            MS. DAUGHERTY:  Yes, I did say that.

 05            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

 06                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 07            MR. CARLTON:  Good evening, Commissioners.  My

 08       name is Pat Carlton, and I live at 340 Bocilla

 09       Drive.  I am a member of PIE, and apparently a

 10       member of the Boca minority as well.

 11            I would like to start out by saying I am a

 12       seventh generation Floridan.  My family has been in

 13       agriculture for a long time.  I am also on a board

 14       for a regional conservation foundation.  I have

 15       also been a developer.  So I see a lot of the

 16       different aspects of what's going on here.

 17            I will also tell from you just a few facts --

 18       I am not going to -- I am the not going to plow old

 19       ground that's already been plowed here in

 20       opposition to this, but I will give you a few

 21       facts.

 22            We bought our house -- my wife and I bought

 23       our house in 2023, and when we did, we had an

 24       investment of $30,000 in a low pressure system, and

 25       it failed.  It failed in the hurricanes.  I had to
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 01       pay $2,000 to have it retrofitted.  We also had to

 02       go in and manually pull the aerator out before the

 03       second hurricane hit.  So these costs are real near

 04       and dear to me.

 05            I am expected to plow my existing system in,

 06       pay $30,000 for a new one.  Pay X number of dollars

 07       per month for the, quote, service.  And we also are

 08       lucky enough to have the highest, almost -- if not

 09       the highest, almost the highest, water cost of any

 10       municipality in the country.  These costs add up

 11       and add up and add up and add up, and we have -- we

 12       have gone through storm.  We have done our repairs.

 13       Half -- most of it is not insurable.  We are paying

 14       out of our pocket left and right.  And to sit here

 15       and tell us that we have got to come up with more

 16       money to give us something that we don't really

 17       want, it just doesn't sit right.

 18            So I am asking you additional to deny this for

 19       a lot of different reasons that have already been

 20       presented questions.

 21            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Questions.

 22            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE?

 23            MR. CARLTON:  I said I was a member of PIE.

 24            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Kevin Mackin,

 25       you will be on deck, and then Captain Jeff Totten,
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 01       you are after.

 02                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 03            MS. FREIMAN:  Hi.  My name is Jennie Freiman,

 04       and I represent myself and my husband.  We are

 05       full-time residents of LGI, and we strongly oppose

 06       the proposed system, really, for all of the reasons

 07       that have already been stated and I don't need to

 08       repeat them, but effectively that we are being

 09       proposed a fix for a problem that doesn't really

 10       have exist with a system that is demonstrably

 11       inferior to be installed and managed by someone

 12       with absolutely zero experience in this complex

 13       system.

 14            I just want to say one thing that I hope will

 15       stick with you, because everything before me has

 16       already been very eloquently stated.

 17            The system is being proposed by a private

 18       company, which automatically precludes any ability

 19       of applying for grants that would help the already

 20       strapped homeowners have a chance at getting some

 21       of the funds that would otherwise be required

 22       deferred.  And please think about that.  We have no

 23       optionality to get any help if you pass this.  This

 24       is going to be 100 percent on the homeowners.  So

 25       in summary, I respectfully request on behalf of
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 01       myself and my husband, that you deny this proposal

 02       from EU.

 03            Thank you.

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 05       testimony.

 06            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE, ma'am?

 07            MS. FREIMAN:  No.

 08            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.

 09            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Okay.  Kevin

 10       Mackin.

 11            MR. MACKIN:  I have already spoken.

 12            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Okay.  So

 13       Captain Jeff Totten, you are up.  Paul Seavy, you

 14       will be on deck.  Jane Smith, you are third.

 15            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 16                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 17            MR. TOTTEN:  Good evening.  I am not a

 18       resident of the island.  I am born and raised in

 19       Venice, Florida --

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Pull that microphone --

 21            MR. TOTTEN:  Louder?

 22            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes.

 23            MR. TOTTEN:  I do not live on the island.  I

 24       am a local Englewood.  I have been in this area

 25       since '79, born and raised in Venice, Florida.  I
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 01       have been a fishing guide on the water for 30

 02       years, and owned a little construction company, and

 03       I have seen the big change.  I don't want to put

 04       blame, but when I look into things over the years,

 05       fishing from Key West up to Crystal River, there

 06       has been change in those areas, and change that

 07       they needed.  The community has seen it.  The State

 08       has seen it.  The Keys started having blooms, coral

 09       die.  About eight, nine years ago, they -- sewage,

 10       they got four or five treatment plants, and I have

 11       noticed in the last three to four years, the

 12       channels have cleaned up, the canals have cleaned

 13       up, and the turtle grass looks amazing.

 14            Several clients from Boca Grande area own

 15       property there.  One, for 24 years, owned a piece

 16       of property, one now for 21 years.  Been through

 17       several, nine or 10 storms, Wilma, Irma, Katrina.

 18       I can name them all.  Just never had to pump a

 19       septic tank, which we know why.  Unfortunately, it

 20       ended up in the Atlantic or the Gulf of Mexico.

 21            If you Google that, it will tell you pretty

 22       much the reason is, now who is the person to tell

 23       us the reason, that's what we all have to figure

 24       out.  If you look it up, a lot of it was blamed on

 25       septic tank leaching into the ground, nitrogen and
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 01       phosphate.  We know where phosphate comes from,

 02       washing machines.  Clean clothes, we need it.  You

 03       can't help it.

 04            And then you look up Crystal River.  They are

 05       in the middle of a major cleanup in the canals.

 06       Google it, first thing, why is the reason the blame

 07       has been put on septic tanks.

 08            Now, I do know these people behind me are

 09       stabbing me in the back.  I am sorry.  But all I am

 10       hearing about is money, money, money.  It's going

 11       to cost us.  It's going to cost us.  I have seen

 12       people move off the islands because they can't

 13       afford the taxes anymore.

 14            Unfortunately, when I grew up here, trust fund

 15       money was on the island.  Went to millionaire

 16       money.  Now it's billionaire money.  Unfortunately,

 17       we -- none of us in this room can change that.  But

 18       what we can change is what we are putting into the

 19       ocean and the water.  And if really been here as

 20       long as I have, and watched it with my own eyes

 21       since I was born here, I did not move here after

 22       half the turtle grass is gone.  I watched it

 23       disappear.  So until you have experienced it, what

 24       is -- what is it worth to keep a beautiful island

 25       that all these it island that all these people live
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 01       on?  You think there would be -- I mean, they need

 02       to start Googling what happened to all the other

 03       islands and why they went to it, it's to protect

 04       their investment.

 05            So I am going to leave it at that.  I am

 06       not -- you know, I am not here for one side.  I am

 07       not here for that.  I am actually here for the

 08       people of Charlotte County that really don't know

 09       what's happening on that island out there.  And if

 10       they did, they would probably be furious.  But

 11       let's don't let it leave the room.  Let's fix it.

 12       I don't know who is going to fix it, and how we are

 13       going to fix it, but we are not going to fix it by

 14       going back and forth.  We got to find -- we got to

 15       unite somewhere and come up with a problem.

 16            Praise the people who do have their septic

 17       tanks pumped out there.  I praise every one of you

 18       for that that are doing it.

 19            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, thank you for your

 20       testimony.

 21            MR. TOTTEN:  The ones that don't.  Shame on

 22       you.  Thank you.

 23            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  All right.

 24       Paul Seavy, are you here?  Okay.

 25                       PUBLIC COMMENT
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 01            MR. SEAVY:  Paul Seavy.  Live at 100 North

 02       Gulf on Palm Island, and I want to thank the

 03       Commissioners for allowing me the time to speak.

 04            I have a functioning aerobic anaerobic septic

 05       system that I am happy with, and I am here to

 06       oppose the Environmental Utilities' application.

 07            I am a professional chemical engineer in

 08       Florida.  I have also got a contractor's license,

 09       as well as a pollutant storage contractor's license

 10       in Florida.  And I have spent the last 34 years

 11       working in Florida as a consultant, much of the

 12       last 15 working with the Army Corps of Engineers,

 13       contracts with partnerships between EPA and the

 14       DEP, and also with the DOD at key facilities in

 15       Florida with outstanding Florida water bodies.  So

 16       I pretty much have spent my career chasing

 17       molecules around, trying to prevent them from going

 18       into the outstanding Florida water bodies.

 19            And I guess -- I am not going to repeat all

 20       the things, PIE has got a nice list of reasons why

 21       to deny, but I will tell you what my initial

 22       thoughts are, is that this system is a lot more

 23       complex than most folks would think.

 24            High saline water, groundwater movement, it's

 25       not something so simple.  And we have spent
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 01       millions of dollars chasing things around Florida

 02       and pointing fingers as to why things happen and

 03       why they don't.

 04            You know, my main reason why I can't support

 05       it is there just isn't the information.  You know,

 06       a program where you inventory the systems, do some

 07       tracer studies, sample around, find out what is

 08       contributing, what problem are we trying to solve?

 09       Is it 10 percent?  You know, is there other ways

 10       that we can solve the problem to avoid spending

 11       tens of millions of dollars.  So that's my main

 12       reason why I can't really support that.

 13            Secondarily, I think that it's vastly

 14       underestimated the complexity of maintaining

 15       systems on the island.  I think as an engineer, and

 16       I have managed sewer system contracts for Sarasota

 17       school board for years, you know, they can be

 18       finicky, and the saltwater is complex.

 19            Personally, for me, I want to see the County

 20       there when we have these big storms.  I would like

 21       the County to step up and participate, develop data

 22       and, in partnership, take responsibility out here

 23       on the island.  That's really what we need.  And

 24       thank you for your time.

 25            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your
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 01       testimony.

 02            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 03       LGIPA?

 04            MR. SEAVY:  Yes.

 05            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Harry Burke,

 06       you are going to be on deck.  Joan Der, you are

 07       after.

 08                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 09            MS. SMITH:  Good evening.  My name is Jane

 10       Smith.  I bought a house at 33 Bayshore Circle on

 11       Knight Island in 2015.  It is my full-time

 12       residence.  I vacationed on the island since the

 13       mid-'80s with my late husband, and chose to live

 14       here full time.  I have anaerobic system.

 15            I guess I am here to say I don't know how

 16       y'all are doing your septic tank, but Charlotte

 17       County has my number, and I have to pay $500 to

 18       Martin Septic to come out twice a year.  I just

 19       signed the contract.  I have to have the County

 20       come and inspect.  And I just got a letter because

 21       my aerobic system was drowned by Milton and I

 22       couldn't get my electricity up to snuff, so they

 23       noticed that I didn't have it on-line, and they

 24       said they would charge me $1,000 a day that it

 25       didn't work.  Well, that got my attention.
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 01            And so my thought is, if we have something

 02       that works, and it is inspected, why do we need to

 03       change it?  I know that my septic tank is efficient

 04       and works well, and I don't want to see us have to

 05       be bullied into doing an expensive project with a

 06       private person when I don't think that that's

 07       necessary.

 08            Thank you.

 09            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 10       testimony.

 11            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Ma'am, are you a member of PIE

 12       or LGIPA.

 13            MS. SMITH:  PIE, I am a member.

 14                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 15            MR. BURKE:  Good evening.  My name is Harry

 16       Burke.  And I live on Little Gasparilla Island on

 17       Jolly Roger Trail.  It's my home, and as I am a

 18       year-round resident.

 19            I, like the rest of -- I, like the rest of the

 20       islanders, want to be responsible guardians of our

 21       environment.  In concept, a central sewer system

 22       might be a good idea, but this proposal from EU is

 23       severely flawed for many of the reasons that have

 24       been mentioned, including the low pressure system,

 25       there are no competitive bids for installation, the
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 01       oversight of the project, no pricing caps or cost

 02       controls, no payment plans.

 03            They have approached this island with no car

 04       ferry, no commercial activity or paved roads, which

 05       is why we all live there, means everything has to

 06       be barged over.  This means it takes more time and,

 07       therefore, more money doing any sort of

 08       construction, I had a house built, of any sort it's

 09       usually around double to build on the mainland, if

 10       not more.

 11            Fairly or unfairly, the cost of this project

 12       is not being spread across the entire Charlotte

 13       County taxpayers; therefore, we will be

 14       proportionately paying the huge amount more being

 15       on an island versus the mainland.  We do expect to

 16       pay more being on an island, but the estimated

 17       costs reported by experts will be crippling for a

 18       lot of homeowners, especially those on fixed income

 19       like myself.

 20            Those who can't afford, or aren't wanting to

 21       pay for the central sewer will have no option but

 22       to sell.  This could be devastating to the real

 23       estate market on the island.  Who is going to buy a

 24       house that requires an additional potentially

 25       $50,000 just so they can flush the toilet, unless
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 01       the house is at a steal.  This is a lose-lose for

 02       existing homeowners.

 03            Good news, there are excellent environmental

 04       friendly alternatives which are much less expensive

 05       that can be retrofitted to the existing sewage

 06       plants making them cleaner and better for the

 07       future.  There will be no major disruption to the

 08       island and no concentrated raw sewage in a single

 09       or double pipe that, if damaged, will cause major

 10       pollution to our pristine island.  This alternative

 11       is a win-win.

 12            Please do not support this proposal from EU,

 13       as it has so many problems, only some of which I

 14       have mentioned.

 15            Thank you for your time.

 16            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 17            MR. BURNETT:  I am a member of PIE.

 18            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Member of PIE.

 19            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Joe Savoldi,

 20       you are on deck.  Jeff Bisgrove, you are after.

 21                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 22            MS. DER:  Hello.  I am Joan Der.  I live at

 23       171 South Gulf Boulevard on Don Pedro Island with

 24       my husband, and we have owned this house for 25

 25       years.
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 01            Please deny the EU application to be a

 02       provider of sewer services for our idyllic island.

 03       My 1989 septic tank is reliable.  I have been able

 04       to use it the day after every storm.  It's

 05       resilient.  No storm has stopped my usage.  I can

 06       use it without electricity or a backup generator,

 07       or hiring a repair service.  It has worked in all

 08       cases.  I continue to wash dishes and take showers.

 09       Thankfully, because I don't always have all the

 10       other services I need.  I see no convincing need to

 11       replace what is working well.

 12            This proposal will maybe offer inconsequential

 13       impact on water quality at a gigantic cost and

 14       inconvenience.  Currently, my wastewater travels to

 15       a tank five feet to my house.  My septic tank.

 16       Under the EU proposal, waste would be processed to

 17       go down a shell covered road, over a single-lane

 18       bridge, over a double-lane bridge, then under the

 19       intercoastal waterway, where a ferry operates a

 20       minimum of 16 hours a day.  Is that an improvement?

 21       Are the risks any less?

 22            My septic has offered negligible risk for the

 23       25 years we have lived there.  Treatment happens in

 24       my yard, one and done.  So as far as a private

 25       utility is concerned, what incentive does EU have
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 01       to be efficient to hold on you costs?  None that I

 02       can see.  They receive total reimbursement, and

 03       they get to charge a profit, which municipal

 04       customers do not get charged.

 05            Our contractors familiar with the nuances of

 06       our barrier island and ferry access, I can tell

 07       from you contractors I have for storm repair, not

 08       always, they try, but they are not always familiar

 09       with the nuances.  What single point of recourse do

 10       have I when things go wrong during the

 11       implementation or after installation?  I hope there

 12       is a performance bond, as one of the earlier

 13       speakers mentioned.

 14            So my life could become more expensive and

 15       complicated under this proposal.  We already pay

 16       the highest water prices in the state with a

 17       private utility.  Don't approve another private

 18       utility.  Please deny this application.

 19            Thank you for listening.

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 21       testimony.

 22            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Ma'am, are you a member of

 23       either of those organizations, PIE or LGIPA?

 24            MS. DER:  PIE.

 25                       PUBLIC COMMENT
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 01            MR. SAVOLDI:  Hello.  My name is Joe Savoldi.

 02       I live at 390 Kettle Harbor Drive on Don Pedro

 03       Island.  I have been a permanent resident since I

 04       am bought my house in 2017, and I am against this

 05       totally and completely, for all the reasons that

 06       have already been stated, and I won't repeat.  I

 07       don't think EU is qualified to do a project of this

 08       size and magnitude.  They have no experience, as

 09       people have pointed out.

 10            I will talk about my own septic tank.  My

 11       septic system is an aerobic septic system.  It's as

 12       green as you could get at the time that I had it

 13       installed, in that aerobic systems, you know, you

 14       pay a permit fee annually to the State of Florida.

 15       You pay to have inspectors come out twice a year,

 16       as someone previously mentioned.  So all in, with

 17       the cost of electricity to run the aeration system,

 18       probably a thousand bucks a year I spend because I

 19       care about the environment.  I care about the

 20       island.  I care about our water purity, the

 21       cleanliness.  I want to be a good samaritan.

 22            The ability to -- the real reason that you

 23       would spend that money for an aerobic system is

 24       because the gray water or the effluent can be used

 25       for irrigation, and that's helpful.  That's -- you
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 01       know, it's not just going into your leach field and

 02       going into the ground.  I can use it to irrigate my

 03       property, which then provides more green habitat

 04       for the island life, like the gopher tortoises.

 05       And I just would like to see, you know, other

 06       considerations being made for alternative solutions

 07       if we do find out that we actually have a problem,

 08       and that, like many people have said to me, the why

 09       of this whole situation is kind of dumbfounding,

 10       because until there has been some solid proof that

 11       there is a problem, there is nothing that needs to

 12       be fixed, in my opinion.

 13            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 14       LGIPA?

 15            MR. SAVOLDI:  Why do you want to know?  No, I

 16       am.  Yes, PIE.

 17            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 18            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Jennifer

 19       Jarvis, you are on deck.  Shawn Rae, you are after.

 20                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 21            MR. BISGROVE:  Hi.  My name is Jeff Bisgrove,

 22       441 Bocilla.  I have been on the island for 27

 23       years, same septic system.

 24            We are really here because the resort needs

 25       sewer.  Jack is spearheading it.  That's why we are
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 01       here.  They have the ability to update their sewer

 02       system for $1.5 million, and we wouldn't be here.

 03       They have a contract with the County to hook up to

 04       the sewer line that was put in at Placida Road at

 05       their own expense, which is 2.5 million.  But yet,

 06       they are going to try to jam it up the island

 07       expense because they don't want to put up the

 08       money.

 09            Jack is out there trying to sell his position

 10       at EU.  I met with him, and he offered it to me for

 11       $11 million.  Now, if this individual is trying to

 12       sell it now, what's he going to do once you give

 13       him the permit?

 14            Okay, and then you got Bocilla Utilities who

 15       is out there trying to sell right now, and he has

 16       got a contract with them.  So where is this going?

 17            You guys cannot tell me you are not familiar

 18       with the sewer spills and the red tide outbreaks as

 19       caused by the sewer spills.  Are you not familiar

 20       with the $80 million contract that Charlotte County

 21       is doing for a new sewer expansion?  Do you know

 22       that there is a sewer treatment plant on Bermont

 23       Road in Charlotte County that pumps their waste

 24       into our aquifer, that comes out of a natural

 25       spring in Charlotte Harbor, where there is red tide

�0136

 01       all the time.  Bonita does the same thing, it comes

 02       out of Dog Pass.

 03            So you guys are in charge of the sewer system,

 04       and we got to beg you not to destroy our

 05       environment, when you guys already know the damage

 06       the environment does with the sewer.  And then to

 07       top it all off, you have a County Commissioner who

 08       is a builder/developer who is spearheading this and

 09       pushing it, who is going to benefit from the

 10       building, and then is has the power to change the

 11       zoning to hotels and condos.  So this all stems

 12       back to where we are at with the resort on the

 13       island.

 14            So what are we going to do about this?  Are we

 15       going to continue to let shady commissioners push

 16       things along.  And this Commissioner was at Dean

 17       Beckstead's bedside when he died, okay.  And Dean

 18       was trying to get sewer to the resort before any of

 19       this even happened.  That's why he got the contract

 20       with the County Commissioners before he died.

 21            Jack Boyer, this is capitalism, has an

 22       opportunity to make a shit ton of money off this

 23       deal and not even put the sewer in himself, because

 24       as soon as you approve it, he is going to sell it

 25       to me, and then I am going to put it in okay.  And

�0137

 01       that's what's going on here.

 02            This is all smoke and mirrors.  Everybody out

 03       here crying about their houses getting destroyed.

 04       It's true.  But you people are on the take too if

 05       you don't do something with this.  You need to

 06       investigate what's going on here from top to

 07       bottom, the zoning changes, the resort.  The resort

 08       has property there that they got that they can't

 09       sell until they get their sewer treatment plant

 10       taken care of.

 11            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, thank you for your

 12       testimony.

 13            MR. BISGROVE:  Investigate what you're doing

 14       here.

 15            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 16       LGIPA?

 17            MR. BISGROVE:  I am a member of everything

 18       that is up your ass.

 19            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am.  No, you are up.

 20                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 21            MS. JARVIS:  Okay.  Sorry.

 22            Good evening.  Thank you very much for

 23       allowing -- good evening.  Thank you very much for

 24       allowing and being patient with all of us, and

 25       hearing repeatedness over and over again.
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 01       Hopefully I cannot try to repeat some of the other

 02       that has happened.

 03            A little history with me.  I have been going

 04       to the island since I was three.  My parents, my

 05       dad bought the lot on LGI for $5,000.  He has

 06       passed.  We took it over very proudly, and try to

 07       continue his legacy and what he has done for us.

 08       Now we are 20 years into ownership, and have

 09       replaced our septic system, and abide by the County

 10       rules in regards to having it pumped on a regular

 11       basis, even though we do not rent, and there is

 12       only two of us.  So every five years, I pay $2,800

 13       roughly to have it pumped.  I had my house in

 14       Winter Haven, Florida, pumped recently, at the tune

 15       of $375.  There is a huge difference, and we all

 16       feel struggle.

 17            I am not a millionaire, nor do I claim to be.

 18       Don't want to be.  There is too many more problems

 19       that happen in that.  So here's what I have to say.

 20            We are very much opposed to this system.  We

 21       do not feel as though the warrant is there.  Is

 22       there truly a need?  I don't see one.

 23            Around our area where I am, do we have

 24       spillage?  No, not that I see.  We have responsible

 25       homeowners around us.
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 01            Could there be a spillage?  Sure, there could

 02       be.  I have heard that there are other people on

 03       the island that are not responsible homeowners.  I

 04       am sorry for that, because it breaks my heart that

 05       somebody wants to hurt something that is so

 06       beautiful to so many people.

 07            Also, a concern of ours is electricity.  You

 08       have heard it before.  I won't say it again.  Who

 09       is going to be responsible for that?  Is somebody

 10       going to live on the island from EU to be able to

 11       respond to the needs that will arise?  It's not an

 12       if they arise.  It's that they will arise.  No

 13       different than the water system.  There are always

 14       going to be issues no matter what.  Nothing is

 15       perfect, neither are we.

 16            We feel as though there would be environmental

 17       impact on this because we have all said it, we have

 18       all seen it, there is sewage systems that are

 19       dumping in, creating, affecting, encouraging red

 20       tide.  We have stopped fishing because the red tide

 21       was so horrible for so many years.

 22            What do you do next?  You know, this is

 23       definitely a question that needs to be addressed.

 24       No, we are not opposed to going to a central sewer

 25       system, just not what this has been proposed as.
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 01       The expense involved, the time involved, I drove

 02       two hours just to be here and wait until 8:30 to

 03       speak.

 04            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you for your

 05       testimony, ma'am.

 06            MS. JARVIS:  Thank you.

 07            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 08            MS. JARVIS:  I appreciate it.

 09            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 10       LGIPA?

 11            MS. JARVIS:  LGIPA.

 12            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you.

 13            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Monica Errico,

 14       you are on deck.  Kurt Pendergrass, you are after.

 15                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 16            MR. RAE:  Good evening.  My name is Shawn Rae.

 17       I am a member of PIE.

 18            It's interesting, I have become -- I have

 19       become a member of PIE since 2016.  It sounds like

 20       we are a terrorist organization, but actually we

 21       just like to get together and share some cocktails

 22       occasionally and have cleanup projects.

 23            But I am a mechanical engineer by degree.  I

 24       have spent my entire career in the water and

 25       wastewater industry, first with a pipe
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 01       manufacturer, and lastly with Ferguson Waterworks,

 02       part of Ferguson Enterprises.  In that capacity, I

 03       managed our water and wastewater treatment plant

 04       division.

 05            And what we did, we would partner with

 06       contractors and engineers and do design/build

 07       projects.  That's a lot of our revenue.  So I am

 08       very familiar with the design/build, as we did them

 09       all over the country.

 10            What's concerning here, of all the projects I

 11       bid, from hard bid to design and build, you have a

 12       minimum of three bids, typically five proposals,

 13       with different designs, different -- if it's a

 14       wastewater treatment plant, going if from 20 to 40

 15       million gallons a day.  You would have three bids,

 16       with probably three different alternative designs.

 17            So here, we have one bid, and the design/build

 18       is that you are pre-qualified, meaning you have

 19       demonstrated that you have built projects of the

 20       scope and cost, successfully completed them, and if

 21       it's a design/build/operate, that you have operated

 22       systems.

 23            Why would the County, or why would you all

 24       force us to take one bid from a contractor -- he is

 25       not even a contractor -- who has never built a
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 01       system who or maintained a system like this?  Our

 02       county would never go out and take one bid for

 03       20,000 feet of water main, just one bid, and from

 04       someone who has never put in -- 12-inch pipe is

 05       12-inch pipe.

 06            So what we are being asked is to take one bid

 07       from a company that's never done this.  It is like

 08       saying, hey, I am going to build a 5,000 square

 09       foot home, I am going to get one price in from a

 10       guy who has never built a home.  That's just --

 11       that's what you are asking us to accept.  And I

 12       appreciate your time.

 13            Thank you.

 14            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, sir.

 15            Question for you.

 16            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 17       LGIPA?

 18            MR. RAE:  I mentioned that I am not part of a

 19       terrorist organization, but I am a member of PIE.

 20            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Yes, a member of PIE.

 21                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 22            MS. ERRICO:  Hi, everybody.  First and

 23       foremost, thanks for coming out and allowing us to

 24       have this time to speak.  My name is Dr. Monica

 25       Errico.  I have a Ph.D., MBA, background in
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 01       infectious decrease, immunology, molecular

 02       biochemistry with a little bit of law background as

 03       well.  That has nothing to do with what I am going

 04       to speak with here today.  It's more to do with my

 05       wanting to share my personal experience as to what

 06       I have been through on this island since the

 07       hurricane.

 08            And so Helene and Milton, I have been -- I am

 09       a full-time resident on Don Pedro Island, Bocilla

 10       in particular.  I am one of the older homes, where

 11       I am one of the few homes that's deeded to actually

 12       a have two single family residences on my property.

 13            During both Helene and Milton, and Milton in

 14       particular, I had almost seven feet of storm surge

 15       of water underneath my house, which is approximate

 16       to 10-, 11-foot of storm surge overall.  The only

 17       thing that is functional on my house today, to this

 18       very day, is my septic.  I don't have stable power.

 19       I am three weeks out from having full power

 20       restored to my house.  I have blown every

 21       appliance, washing machine, dishwasher,

 22       refrigerator, HVAC, pool equipment.  Replaced my

 23       HVAC system twice so far since the hurricane.  What

 24       do I think is going to have to happen when I have

 25       to have a pump system, and a grinder, and a lift?
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 01       I would not be in my house today.

 02            And I am not going to repeat everything else

 03       that everybody has already talked about, but I did

 04       want to poll the audience real quick and say, on a

 05       show of hands, how many people are actually for the

 06       sewer?  And how many people are opposed?

 07            Proud member of PIE.  Thank you.

 08            Questions?

 09            MR. FRIEDMAN:  No.  That was my question.

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.  Thank you

 11       for your testimony.

 12            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Ember Harker,

 13       you are on deck.  Nick O'Rourke, you are after.

 14                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 15            MR. PENDERGRASS:  My name is Kurt Pendergrass.

 16       I have a house on Little Gasparilla Island.  It's

 17       been in our family for approximately 70 years.  We

 18       have never had problems with our septic system,

 19       ever.  It has been emptied, pumped, but that's

 20       expected when you have a system that's been around

 21       for that long.

 22            UNIDENDIFIED SPEAKER:  Louder.

 23            MR. PENDERGRASS:  Sorry, I am losing my voice.

 24            I want to talk one thing about water quality.

 25       I don't want to be redundant on all of the
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 01       ridiculous reasons that these people are trying to

 02       push this in, and the reasons why it shouldn't be

 03       there.  I am definitely opposed to it.  But I have

 04       been fishing these waters in this area of Florida

 05       my entire life.  I grew up in Tampa.  I fished

 06       Tampa Bay all my life, and I spend my time down

 07       here.  Why?  Because it's better.  It's a better

 08       quality.  The water quality is great.  I have heard

 09       people say it is not.  The facts do not support

 10       that.  The facts support that the water quality is

 11       great.  The fishery is great.  They ban us from

 12       catching fish when there is thousands and thousands

 13       of the same fish that we can't catch because of red

 14       tide, and they try to justify that for years

 15       sometimes.  It doesn't hurt the fishery.  It hurts

 16       the fisherman.  He is still catching, he just can't

 17       eat them.

 18            But I have seen manatees do more damage eating

 19       seagrass in our waters here than what I believe any

 20       septic system does.  Septic system are designed

 21       specifically to filter out the bad stuff of that

 22       gets back into the water.  Can there be leach and

 23       damage from stuff like the last couple of

 24       hurricanes we had?  Absolutely.  It doesn't even

 25       compare to what there -- could happen if we have a
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 01       water system that's being proposed here.

 02            And I want to answer the question that people

 03       don't seem to really figure out that they really

 04       have.  Why were we here?  The first red flag that

 05       we should have is the name of the company that's

 06       making this proposal, Environmental Utilities.

 07            Most companies in Florida and around the

 08       country that use this word, environmental, are not

 09       environmental.  It's about money.  That's the only

 10       reason we are here, because somebody wants to make

 11       a lot of money off of a lot of people that don't

 12       need what they are proposing, and we are asking you

 13       to not do that.  That's the legal definition of

 14       extortion that you are being asked to participate

 15       in.

 16            We don't need it.  We don't want it.  And if

 17       they can't afford it, then they shouldn't have it.

 18       And if you force us to have it, then we should own

 19       part ownership of the company, and a majority

 20       ownership of it.

 21            Thank you.

 22            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 23            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE?

 24            MR. PENDERGRASS:  No.

 25            MR. FRIEDMAN:  LGIPA?

�0147

 01            MR. PENDERGRASS:  Yes.

 02            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.

 03                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 04            MS. HARKER:  Hello.  My name is Ember Harker.

 05       I am the Communications Director for PIE.  I am a

 06       full-time resident on Kettle Harbor Drive.

 07            When we talk about the need to service, we

 08       definitely talk about water testing, and obviously,

 09       what this huge group of people has to say about it.

 10       But it stands to reason to me that if I were going

 11       to put out a utility, and I were going to inspect

 12       whether or not there was a need for service, that

 13       you might actually poll the people who you would be

 14       giving that service to.  And I want to be very

 15       clear that EU has never asked, to the best of my

 16       knowledge, never performed any kind of pole, or

 17       asked anyone on that island whether or not they

 18       actually wanted this service.

 19            Beyond that, up until today, I had never

 20       talked to a single person that wants the sewer.

 21       And to the best of my knowledge, the only people I

 22       knew that supported the sewer were family members

 23       and friends.

 24            He said he had 79 letters from people.  Where

 25       are they?  Because my count, we have about five or
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 01       six people talk that were sewer today; whereas, you

 02       have got about 150 people here that are saying no.

 03            So beyond that, I want to talk a little bit

 04       about cost.  The County recently did a -- released

 05       a estimate that they think it costs about $30,000

 06       for them to install the sewer on the mainland.  EU

 07       is saying they can do it for 20.  And one thing

 08       that is an inalienable truth on this island is that

 09       nothing costs less on the island than it does on

 10       the mainland.

 11            To that point, a $600,000 markup for barge

 12       fees is absurd.  And I am going to tell you that,

 13       because I built my house two years ago.  My barge

 14       fees were over $100,000 for one house, my 1,850

 15       square foot mansion was over $100,000.  So if one

 16       house costs that much, there is no way that

 17       $600,000 is going to cover it.

 18            I also have severe concerns about a lot of the

 19       feedback -- or the testimony of Jonathan Cole

 20       today.  I took copious notes.  He said so many

 21       things that you heard were literally laughable to

 22       this audience.  Things like, there is a short line

 23       for the ferry in the morning.  That's somebody that

 24       doesn't know what they are talking about.  Saying

 25       that a big excavator would just take up a few car
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 01       spots on the barge.  No, it takes up the whole

 02       barge every time.  And he didn't say -- he said, I

 03       don't think there is going to be any tidal impact.

 04       Somebody already mentioned that we had to wait

 05       three weeks for our trash to get picked up because

 06       of low tide.

 07            So ultimately EU had years to do water

 08       testing.  They didn't do it, and I going to ask you

 09       why.  The reason they didn't do it is because Jack

 10       said very clearly in his testimony, quote, it comes

 11       down to money.  It's simply not about the

 12       environment here.  It's about the cost, and what

 13       you can do with this permit.  So I politely ask you

 14       to refuse his request for the permit.

 15            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.

 16            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Kathryn Judd,

 17       you are on deck.  Jaci Wasserman, you will be after

 18       that.

 19                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 20            MR. O'ROURKE:  Hello.  My name is Nick

 21       O'Rourke.  I live on Little Gasparilla Island with

 22       my wife and seven kids, where we have lived for the

 23       last -- this is our fifth year.

 24            On Little Gasparilla, we have what I consider

 25       to be -- I am -- also, I manage and run a general
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 01       contracting company on Little Gasparilla Island.

 02       And on our island, I can't say as much for Palm

 03       Island because I feel like the two islands are

 04       different.  We have to figure out our own way on

 05       Little Gasparilla.  And Palm Island has multiple

 06       barges that bring people back and forth, obviously,

 07       for a fee.

 08            But on our side island, it costs over $2,000

 09       to have your septic tank pumped.  And while I

 10       watched my overrun into the road every time my wife

 11       did laundry, it took me six months to get somebody

 12       to come out and pump it, and I am a contractor.  I

 13       do business with these guys every single day.

 14       There is only two people that do it.

 15            Secondly, after Ian, our island had nobody to

 16       barge stuff back and forth.  Not one experienced

 17       barge member.  And all of a sudden, out of nowhere,

 18       Rob Hill popped up, and he said, I will take care

 19       of it.  And we rebuilt our entire island with a man

 20       who had never run a single barge back and forth.

 21            I believe that if I -- as a contractor, I

 22       don't -- I can't do the engineering, so I hired an

 23       engineer, and I pay them to do the part that I am

 24       not equipped to do.  And I feel like we have to use

 25       a little bit of common sense here.
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 01            There is no question that our waters are being

 02       polluted.  That we are losing our grasslands.  The

 03       statistics are everywhere.  The State has given its

 04       law and its mandate that we are supposed to change

 05       over to sewer, but there is nobody here to do it

 06       except for one person.  So I say, let's provide

 07       oversight, and let's get it done, and let's get our

 08       island cleaned up.

 09            I won't even let my kids -- so our house is up

 10       to code.  My cat box is in my back yard, it's built

 11       up, right?  I have a little litter box.  My

 12       neighbor's is not because it's going to cost him

 13       $40,000.  That neighbor is not.  That Neighbor

 14       happens to be homeless.  And you know what the only

 15       thing that works on his house is, his septic tank.

 16       He goes and gets -- he gets water out of the bay,

 17       he puts it in his toilet and he flushes it because

 18       it works.  But five months out of the year, his

 19       septic tank is under water.  And so in order for me

 20       to get from my house, and my kids to get from our

 21       house to the dock with our groceries, we have to

 22       walk through knee deep of water that's just 50 feet

 23       away.  His septic tank and his leach field is

 24       completely under water.  And he is not the only

 25       one.
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 01            And there is nobody -- nobody from the County

 02       is coming out to inspect these septic tanks, and so

 03       I beg you, if you are not going to approve sewer,

 04       send the County -- come out once a month and

 05       inspect these septic tanks, because I personally,

 06       since Milton, have been asked by multiple

 07       homeowners to come out and send my guys to shovel

 08       the sand out of their septic tank because their

 09       neighbors did it, and theirs is working fine.

 10            And I think that, as a generation who is going

 11       to be here to see what happens to those waters --

 12       to the rest of those waters, like, I have a

 13       commercial pilot's license.  I have been

 14       commercially fishing in these waters since the

 15       early '90s.  And I am telling you, it's different.

 16       I haven't seen five -- I have lived on the island

 17       for five years.  I haven't seen three redfish on my

 18       dock in the last five years.

 19            20 years ago, they were everywhere.  Everyone

 20       -- people came from everywhere to catch redfish

 21       here.

 22            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir.  Thank you for your

 23       testimony.

 24            MR. O'ROURKE:  Thank you.

 25            MR. FRIEDMAN:  No questions.
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 01            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, excuse me, sir, we have

 02       question for you.

 03            MR. VOLPE:  Thank you.

 04            Mr. O'Rourke, I just have one quick question.

 05       Are you related to the applicant?

 06            MR. O'ROURKE:  Mr. Boyer, he is my

 07       father-in-law.

 08            MR. VOLPE:  Okay.  Thank you.

 09                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 10            MS. JUDD:  Hello.  My name is Kathryn Judd.

 11       Me and my husband live on the island, and we have

 12       been there about four years now.  I want to thank

 13       you for allowing us this opportunity to talk with

 14       y'all.

 15            So I was actually on the island during Ian.  I

 16       was having my house rock back and forth.  And

 17       during that time, after I came out of it, the only

 18       thing that was working was my septic.  I was

 19       working on a gas grill, and during that two weeks,

 20       almost three weeks that we did not have power, I

 21       what is able to actually cook and be able to use

 22       the bathroom in my house that I could not get out

 23       of because I was barricaded in trees all around me.

 24       People had to actually cut trees to get to me and

 25       around my house on all the roads.  My house was --
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 01       I live in the damage -- survived.

 02            So as the last hurricanes have become more

 03       frequent, it shows how this potentially would be

 04       hazardous with a few weeks of no electricity, and

 05       the last -- we are the last to get connected to the

 06       electricity grid whenever a storm comes through,

 07       creating the potential backups in the system.

 08            By denying the EU central sewage system -- we

 09       contribute to Charlotte County as a whole, they

 10       could not process all the waste that they had, and

 11       had to release into the Gulf.  Keeping septic

 12       creates less stress for the entire system of

 13       Charlotte County.

 14            Our septic allows our waste to be per property

 15       basis, and has not caused me any issues on our

 16       property in the past four years, even going through

 17       Milton and Helene.  This is not a solution.  It

 18       will create more problems with an inadequate

 19       system.

 20            Thank you.

 21            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 22            MS. JUDD:  I have been.  Yes, I have been.

 23            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Which one?

 24            MS. JUDD:  PIE, I have been, yes.  Thank you.

 25            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Ms. Wasserman,
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 01       you are up.  After will be Troy Szukhent.

 02                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 03            MS. WASSERMAN:  It's Jaci, by the way.

 04            COMMISSIONER PASSIDOMO SMITH:  Jaci.  Okay.  I

 05       apologize.

 06            MS. WASSERMAN:  Hi, you all.  Listen, it's

 07       been very interesting listening.  We came here to

 08       see what was going on --

 09            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am, speak into the

 10       microphone.

 11            MS. WASSERMAN:  I am sorry.  I am sorry.  I am

 12       usually a loud talker.

 13            I said it's been very interesting to listen to

 14       what's been going on, and I live on Marsh Street on

 15       Little Gasparilla Island.  We are newbies.  We came

 16       here four years ago, and we love the island.  We

 17       wanted to get away from, quote/unquote,

 18       civilization, and we found a paradise here.

 19            We have never, and I mean never -- the house

 20       was built in 1978, and there has never been a

 21       problem with the septic tank.  There must be a

 22       reason.  I mean, yes, prophylactically, I will have

 23       it drained when I need to, or cleaned, and we drop

 24       the things, the pellets in the toilet when you have

 25       to every month.  We do what we have to do
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 01       prophylactically to maintain the system.

 02            If the system ain't broke, why the hell are we

 03       trying to fix it?  It's not fair to ask me, on a

 04       fixed income, to try to shell out money.  I am not

 05       going to a bank.  I am not exposing my taxes.  I am

 06       not exposing anything about my money to get a loan

 07       to take care of this.  And now I hear I can't even

 08       get a loan because it's private.

 09            Jack, why are you doing this?  I know that you

 10       want to line your pockets for the future legacy of

 11       your children, but my house is supposed to be part

 12       of my legacy to my children.

 13            I have an autistic grandson that loves to come

 14       here, and now if this passes, kiss it goodbye.  And

 15       you know what, it's also going to be a fire sale on

 16       the island, because too many people are not going

 17       to be able to afford to stay, and all of a sudden

 18       the real estate is going to go wild.

 19            I just spoke to my realtor the other day just

 20       out of curiosity to see what my house was worth.

 21       It's down $20,000 -- excuse me, $200,000.  That's a

 22       lot of money to be losing.  And especially with all

 23       of this talk, it's really making it difficult.

 24            So I don't know what's going to happen.  I am

 25       not happy about it.  The old saying is if it ain't
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 01       broke, don't fix it.  It's a bad deal.  It's a bad

 02       deal for all of us.  It smells.  It's not right.

 03            Maybe more work should be put into it as a

 04       comparison to convince us of what we are doing to

 05       make it right, to make it feel better.  But right

 06       now, when I go to bed at night, I am losing sleep

 07       over this, because I can't afford what you are

 08       talking about.

 09            Thank you.

 10            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am, for your

 11       testimony.

 12            MS. WASSERMAN:  Yes.

 13            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member --

 14            MS. WASSERMAN:  No.

 15            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Okay.

 16                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 17            MR. SZUKHENT:  Good evening.  My name is Troy

 18       Szukhent.  I live at 400 North Gulf Boulevard on

 19       Palm Island.  I am a member of PIE as well.

 20            My wife Deb and I have owned our home for the

 21       past six years, and I have lived here full time for

 22       the last almost two-and-a-half, since Hurricane

 23       Ian, rebuilding and recovering from the damage from

 24       Hurricane Ian.

 25            I have actually been coming to Palm Island

�0158

 01       since 2004 vacationing.  We actually didn't buy

 02       until 2019.

 03            My wife and I are not in support of the sewer

 04       system for the island.  All of our friends and

 05       neighbors that I have spoken to on the island, I

 06       have not talked with one, has been in support of

 07       the sewer.

 08            The proposal, as far as I can determine, was

 09       completely unsolicited by island residents and not

 10       based on need for service.  I find it really

 11       ridiculous and infuriating that residents have to

 12       continually take time away from work and other

 13       tasks, the rebuilding and recovery we have had to

 14       our homes, just to come here and fight something

 15       that we didn't request from outside and, frankly,

 16       don't want it.

 17            We have been through the three actual damages

 18       from -- actual damage from three hurricanes in the

 19       past two years.  The rebuild and recovery has been

 20       long and slow.  The financial low continues to

 21       rise, and during resources to rebuild, also trying

 22       to upgrade and mitigate for future weather related

 23       damage as well.  Those upgrades generally are not

 24       covered by any insurance payments that you

 25       eventually end up getting, which we all know how
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 01       that goes with the insurance companies right now

 02       anyway.

 03            Minimal reimbursements received, it often

 04       takes a long time to pay it out.  And like it said,

 05       it doesn't usually cover these improvements.

 06            During the six years, and through the storms,

 07       we have never had an issue with our septic system.

 08       It hasn't failed at all.  We have it pumped out

 09       regularly.  And because of the fact that I had the

 10       sewer system, and that was working.  I was able to

 11       begin recovering immediately on my home through all

 12       three hurricanes.

 13            The reason for our opposition to the sewer are

 14       many.  The exorbitant cost we would incur are

 15       unacceptable.  Those costs include -- they are not

 16       all included in the EU proposal, including the need

 17       and installation of a backup generator if you want

 18       to keep working when the power goes out.  That also

 19       includes that you have to have a fuel source for

 20       that generator as well, which you might be putting

 21       a propane tank in.  Those are all costs that

 22       weren't figured into this.

 23            You hire you a plumber, you hire an

 24       electrician, you have to have your service panel

 25       replaced.  My service panel is almost maxed out as
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 01       it is, and I had it replaced after Ian, which we

 02       were stripped to the studs, all ceilings and floors

 03       from Ian, and we just finished two weeks before

 04       Helene hit.

 05            The inconvenience of longer ferry lines and

 06       increased time getting on and off the island.  With

 07       larger traffic roads and -- or traffic loads and

 08       the road congestion on the island are a lot of

 09       concerns to us.

 10            Due to the fact that we have a shared lot

 11       also, I have neighbors who live behind us on the

 12       canal side, there would be required two easements

 13       to go through my property to take their pipe to

 14       their property.  As I understand it, the easements

 15       we would not be able to build over or drive over.

 16       The front yard of my property is where we park is

 17       because we have a shared driveway, and so we

 18       cleared the front to be able to park our cars in

 19       the front so that our neighbors can get back and

 20       forth.

 21            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Sir, thank you for your

 22       testimony.

 23            MR. SZUKHENT:  Certainly.

 24            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Are you a member of PIE or

 25       LGIPA?
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 01            MR. SZUKHENT:  I am a member of PIE.  We had

 02       eye contact when I said it.  Thank you.

 03            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  So now that was our last

 04       speaker that we had signed up.  Is there anybody in

 05       the audience that wished to speak that was not

 06       signed up?

 07            Ma'am, come on up, give us your name and

 08       address for the record, and you will be given three

 09       minutes.  Ma'am, were you here when we swore the

 10       crowd in earlier?

 11            MS. MAYMARD:  I had to go back out because my

 12       daughter had an injury actually at the library.

 13            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am, over here.  Were you

 14       here when we swore the crowd in earlier?

 15            MS. MAYMARD:  I was earlier, but then I got

 16       taken out because my daughter fell over at the

 17       library, so I was dealing with the medic.  I don't

 18       have a statement, I have a --

 19            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Ma'am, first of all, over

 20       here, once again, in front of you.

 21            MS. MAYMARD:  I own two properties --

 22            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  No.  Were you here when I

 23       swore in all the other witnesses?

 24            MS. MAYMARD:  No, I wasn't.

 25            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Okay.  Could I just get you
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 01       to raise your right hand?

 02            (Whereupon, Chairman Graham administered the

 03  oath.)

 04                       PUBLIC COMMENT

 05            MS. MAYMARD:  Yeah.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you.

 07            MS. MAYMARD:  I own two properties on Don

 08       Pedro.  I kind of just want to have a question,

 09       because we had a little bit new information come

 10       out tonight.

 11            Have you guys already decided, and we are

 12       wasting our time here?

 13            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  No, ma'am.  There is no

 14       decision.  We are just here to hear your testimony.

 15       We are not necessarily here to answer any

 16       questions.

 17            MS. MAYMARD:  Well, that's basically what I

 18       had, because I was listening to a lot of these good

 19       people talk, and then I listened to the other man

 20       talk, and there just seems to be information

 21       missing.  So I guess I am just confused, and I am

 22       worried, because I also have two properties that I

 23       have to deal with.  And unfortunately, I am in a

 24       position where I might not be able to afford that.

 25       And I think a lot of questions that need to be
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 01       answered prior.  I mean, this seems very serious.

 02       I may seem like ignorant in some of it, which I

 03       probably am, but I did hear what was going on

 04       tonight, and I think -- I just think there is more

 05       answers needed.

 06            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  We are a long way away from

 07       an answer.  We are just --

 08            MS. MAYMARD:  That's -- you know, I just need

 09       to say my peace.  That's all.  I appreciate your

 10       time, and thank you for a being here.

 11            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you very much.

 12            MR. FRIEDMAN:  Ma'am, are you a member of

 13       PIE -- are you a member of PIE or LGPIA?

 14            MS. MAYMARD:  I was for years until I got

 15       these.  The past three years, it's been medical or

 16       PIE.

 17            CHAIRMAN GRAHAM:  Thank you, ma'am.

 18            Well, seeing there is no other speakers, I

 19       want to thank everybody for coming out today.  We

 20       are going to be doing a service hearing again

 21       tomorrow morning at 9:30.  If any of your neighbors

 22       that want to come out that want to speak, once

 23       again, it's going to be here tomorrow at 9:30.

 24            Thank you so very much.  You guys were a great

 25       crowd, believe it or not, and for being under
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 01       control, I do appreciate it.  And, everybody,

 02       please travel safe.

 03            We are adjourned.

 04            (Proceedings concluded.)
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