


The EU proposal falls short of the PSC’s focus to ensure our services are delivered in a safe, reasonable and
reliable manner.

e EU simply has NO EXPERIENCE delivering sewer solutions and, to hear the residents of Little
Gasparilla Island, their delivery of water solutions has been sub-standard. EU has not offered any
indication of how they would course correct to offer reliable service to this larger service area with a
more complex service.

e A lot pressure system on a bridgeless, barrier island is asking for disaster. The Helene and subsequent
Milton storm surges taught us all that Mother Nature can wreak havoc on systems. There is no way a
system under pressure should be anywhere near environmentally sensitive areas. A single break during
Milton would result in a contained spill where the EU proposed solution would expose, under pressure,
the entire island’s sewage to the Lemon Bay waters.

e Further the Low Pressure solution proposed by EU invite environmental disaster on an island without
power for a couple days - Milton and Helene destroyed many generators as they were housed on the
ground level. This is the WRONG SOLUTION for the environmentally sensitive areas we call home.

e Charlotte County’s West county treatment center is not an advanced wastewater treatment facility - so
moving the island’s sewage to this facility to be treated would SUBSTANTIALLY WORSEN OUR
WATER QUALITY by releasing red-tide fueling, nitrogen-rich gray water to the numerous golf courses
lining Lemon Bay. Charlotte County Ultilities should prioritize upgrading the AWT standards removing
red-tide fueling nutrient from wastewater before any action to dismantle low-density OSTDS.

e Inthe last 5 years in Charlotte County alone, nearly ~450 sewage spills totaling almost another 3m
gallons of which 555k gallons made it into our waterways, but it must be the one off septic tanks causing
water quality issues? Except there are no documented water quality issues around our island. Issues
have been noted near golf courses that use CCU’s gray water .. which just flows right back into Lemon
Bay.

o CCU took out $110m state loans and grants to fund the East Port upgrades forecast in 2026.
o IfIsland septic issues are such a priority, then CCU would’ve prioritized upgrading West Port to
AWT as well before 2034.

o Central sewer provided not by a qualified, experienced utility but rather an inexperienced, private, for-
profit entity is UNSAFE for our environment. The nature of a Limited Liability Corporation providing
this service provides no recourse to the public or the county for any costly environmental mistakes. The
nature of a private, for-profit LLC versus a governmental body providing these services means no
government or private environmental Clean Water grants will be offered to such an entity or it’s
customers as the LL.C could close doors after collecting funds with limited recourse.
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I note while EU would hopefully not struggle with Ageing Infrastructure, it would have to contend with POWER OUTAGES.

The system proposed by EU requires electrical pump stations distributed to each homesite. In addition to the
significant cost of supporting these, an extended Florida Power outage could lead to a devastating raw, untreated
sewage dump in our waters - hundreds of times greater than individual septic tanks. Even with EU requiring each

homeowner install/upgrade electrical service and generators, during power outages, fuel is precious and difficult to
obtain.

We have a hurricane season every year and have had numerous instances of multi-day outages on island. To add

risk of environmental damage due to difficulty providing electricity to individual septic pumps island-wide is a risk that
should weigh heavily in the consideration.

Power outages are common throughout the year even outside the 6-month long hurricane season. In the last month
we have had two significant outages one which resulted in a 19-hour outage across most of the island.

Given these concerns, | request EU'’s application be DENIED.

2. FINANCIAL ABILITY

The principals of Environmental Utilities (EU) are well-known to island residents with no observable financial stability or standing
to undertake a project of this nature typically undertaken by municipal and governmental bodies. EU has not referenced any
efforts to seek available water quality grants such as the Florida water-quality SWAG grants or the federal DEP 319 grants
designated for septic to sewer projects.

As a limited liability corporation, EU LLC will not pass basic due diligence to be deemed a qualified recipient of the
environmental, governmental or even philanthropic grants available to support such projects. Grantors will be required
to act as fiduciaries in granting taxpayer or donor funds. The principals of the LLC have little to no oversight and would
logically be considered “high-risk” potential recipients of grants.

The principles of a limited liability corporation can “walk away” at any time with no liability — with grant monies in their
pockets and no recourse to taxpayers or foundations.

Further, as an LLC entity can “walk away” from the project at any time, there are no requirements to report any
monies paid to that date. As there is no governmental body is taking responsibility for this project, islanders are left
susceptible to undue risk of financial loss from a “limited liability” entity.

With the size and resources of EU being limited, their capabilities to negotiate, oversee, and run such a large
logistical infrastructure project are incredibly limited. Contract management, purchasing, construction oversight and

execution would be much better overseen by a governmental entity which has the critical mass to cover such logical
functions across a county/state entity.

Given these concerns, | strongly request EU’s application be DENIED.
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