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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 122 JUDICIAL COURT
. IN AND FOR SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

SARASOTA COUNTY,
a political subdivision of the
State of Florida,
Plaintiff,
\2 CASE NO: 2025 CA 001752 SC

BEE RIDGE UTILITY CORP.,
a Florida Corporation,

CARLTON PHILIP (TTEE),
Defendant(s),

/

SUMMONS

THE STATE OF FLORIDA:

TO ALL AND SINGULAR THE SHERIFFS OF SAID STATE:
GREETINGS:

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to serve this Summons and a copy of the
Complaint (Interrogatories, Request to Produce, and Request for Admissions (if applicable)
or Petition in the above-styled cause upon the Defendant:

BEE RIDGE UTILITY CORPORATION
c/o Christopher Greenfield, Esq. as Registered Agent
- 3773 NE 209 Terr.
Aventura, FL 33180

Each Defendant is hereby required to serve written defenses to the Complaint or
Petition on Plaintiffs attorney, whose name and address is:

JENNIFER H. BURNS
Assistant County Attorney
Florida Bar No. 112404
JOSHUA B. MOYE, COUNTY
ATTORNEY OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY ATTORNEY
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1660 Ringling Boulevard, Second Floor
Sarasota, FL 34236

within twenty (20) days after service of this Summons upon that Defendant exclusive of
the day of service, and to file the original of said written defenses with the Clerk of said Court
either before service on Plaintiffs attorney or immediately thereafter. If a Defendant fails
to do so, a default will be entered against that Defendant for the relief demanded in the
Complaint or Petition.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Court on 4/ 1 7 / 2 02 5 2025.

CIRCUIT CIVIL KAREN E. RUSHING
2000 Main Street As Clerk  the Circuit Court
Sarasota, FL 34237 ..
(Court Seal) y
ot s ty Clerk

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to
participate in a court proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact Sarasota County Jury Office, P.O. Box 3079,
Sarasota, Florida 34230-3079. Telephone (941) 861-7400. If you are hearing or voice
impaired, please call 711. '
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"IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF: THE 12'"' JUDICIAL COURT
' INAND FOR SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA
“CIVIL DIVISION

SARASOTA COUNTY
a political subdmsnon of the
State of Florida,

Plaintff,
v. CASE NO: 2025 CA XXXXXX NC

BEE RIDGE UTILITY CORP.,
a Florida Coxporanon

CARLTON PHILIP (TTEE),
Defendant(s),

/

SARASOTA COUNTY'S PE‘I‘I‘I’!ON TO APPOINT A RECEIVER TO OPERATE
 THE ABANDONED WAS‘I‘EWA’I‘ER SYS'I‘EM ASSETS OF
'THEBE RIDGE  LITY ORP

Petitioner, SARASOTA COUNTY, a political subdivision of the State of Florida (“Sarasota
County™), acting pursuant to Section 367.165, Florida Statutes, hgke__by_ pegitiqiﬁs and mquests this
Court to appoint a receiver to operate the abandoned utility assets of the BEE RIDGE UTILITY
CORP.,, a Flarida Corporation, (“Bee Ridge Utility™). Also named in this petition is CARLTON
PHILIP (TTEE), as the owner of the property where Bee Ridge Utility is located. Sarasota County
files this petition on the following grounds:

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

1. This is an action for the appointment of a Receiver to operate the Utility owned
and/or operated by Defendants, in Sarasota County, Florida, in accordance with Section 367.165,
Florida Statutes, and Sarasota County Code of Ordinances Sections Sec. 126-131 and 126-132.

2, Petitioner, Sarasota County, is a political subdivision of the State of Florida.
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3. Defendant, Bee Ridge Utility, is a Florida for profit corporation that operates a
private wastewater utility (the “Utility”) within the jurisdictional limits of Sarasota County.

4. Defendant, CARLTON PHILIP (TTEE), is the owner of the property where Utility
systems are located (the “Property”) for the Bee Ridge Utility. A copy of the Property Record
Information is attached hereto as :

5. The Property is located at 3950 Sawyer Road, Sarasota, Florida 34233 and the plats
are legally described as follows:

A PARCEL OF LAND SHOWN IN PLAT OF MEDICAL CENTER OF

SARASOTA AS NOT INCLUDED DESC AS COM NE COR OF OF NW 1/4

SEC 3 TH S-0-4-30-E 51¢ FT TH S-89-59-51-W 295.13 FT TH N-0-0-9-W 52

FT FOR POB TH $- 89-59-51-W 117.13 FT TH N-0-0-9- 117.53 FT TH N-0-0-

9-W 90 W 90 FT TH N-89-59-S1-E 117.53 FT TH S-0-0-9-E 90 FT TO POB

BEING PART OF LOT 1 BLK LOT 1 BLK 2 BEE RIDGE REPLAT

and

THAT PART OF LOT 1 BLK 2 LYING S OF THE MEDICAL CENTER OF

SARASOTA PH 2 & N OF BEE RIDGE MEDICAL CENTER-CONDO

CONTAINING 1.1 C-AC M/L BEE RIDGE REPLAT '

6. The Bee Ridge Utility previously entered into a Franchise Agreement with Sarasota
County, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated herein by reference.

7. The Franchise Agreement expired without renewal, because the Bee Ridge Utility
was unable to provide evidence to Sarasota County that the Bee Ridge Utility owned the land or
had an agreement in place for the long-term continuous use of the land where the Utility is located.

8. Since the expiration of the Franchise Agreement, the Bee Ridge Utility has been

operating as a Franchisee without a valid franchise agreement.
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COUNT I: PETITION FOR RECEIVERSHIP

9. OnJanuary 24,2025, the Bee Ridge Utility notified Sarasota County that it “will
be shutting down sgwice_s__pn June 1, 2025.” A copy of the notice is attached hereto as:Exhibit C
and incorpo:'ﬁted he_ri:iﬁ by reference.

10.  On or about March 25, 2025, Bee Ridge Utility’g licensed operator, Jim Novak,
notified Sarasota County’ that the Utility was currently failing and actively spilling onsite. Jim
Novak indicated that Bee Ridg‘e‘was refusing to provide the necessary funds to maintain and
operate the !Jtility, and Jim Novak requested Sarasota County take emergency measures and assist
to protect against actual harm to public health, safety and welfare.

11.  On or about March 27, 2025, the Bee Ridge Utility stated “[a)s discussed, Mr.
Novak, the present operator of the facility, notified my client that effective immediately he no
longer would be servicing the facility. Not owning the suhjgct property in Qﬁich the facility
operates, and without an operator and no revenue flowing to Bee Ridge and its inability to increase
its revenue, it has no ability to sustain any operations.” A copy of such notice is attached hereto as
Exhihit.D and incorporated herein by reference.

12.  Pursuant to Sarasota County Code of Ordinances Section 126-131, “a Utility is
considered abandoned when the Franchisee fails to administer, manage and operate the Utility,
resulting in potential or actual harm to public health, safety and welfare.”

13.  Pursuant to Section 367.165, Florida Statutes, “no person, lessee, trustee, or
receiver owning, operating, managing or controlling a utility shall abandon the utility without
giving 60 days’ notice to the county or counties in which the utility is located and to the [Public

Service Commission).”
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14. Pursuam to Sarasola Counly Code of Ondmances Section 126-132, “no Franchisee
shall abandon the Utlluy w:thout gmng a 120-day notlce to the County

15. On lnformatlon and behef the Bee Rldge Utlhty abandoned the Ut:lny without
giving the Publlc Servnce Comm:ssmn 60 days notice that the Bee Rldge Utility would be
abandomng the Utllny on March 27, 2025.

16: On mformanon and belxet‘ the Bee thge Utll:ty abandoned the Unhty wnthout
giving Sarasola County 60 days nouce or 120 days’ notice that the Bee Rldge Unhly would be
abandoning the Uttlny on M_arch 27, 2025.

17.  Without intervention of the Court, and/or Sarasota County, the net effect of such
abandonm_gm would be the cessation of wastewater services to numerous residential and
oommerc;l customers.

18.  The stated intent of Section 367.165, Florida Statute, and Sarasota County Code of
Ordmances Section 126-132 is, that service to the customers of a unlny not be interrupted by the
abandonment ar placement mto recewershlp of the utility.

19. Pursuant to Secqon 367.165(2), Florida Statutes, the éam:y affected by the
abandonment of a utility shall petition the circuit court of the judicial circuit in which such utility
is domiciled to appoint a receiver, which may be the governing body of a political subdivision or
any other person deemed appropriate.

20.  Pursuant to Sarasola County Code of Ordinances Section 126-131(a)(3) provides
that the Board of County Commissicner shall apply to the circuit court for receivership in the event
& utility is abandoned.

21.  Defendant, Bee Ridge Utility, has abandoned the Ultility by failing to continue to

administer, manage, and operate the Utility.
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22.  Defendant, Bee Rldge i.hility, isa proper party as it has *“control” over some or all
of the Utility andlor tl;gU'tilit‘Y‘s :i_hafqunsable real property, easements, books and records, and
other tangible property necessary forthecontmued opéﬁtion of the Utility as required by Section
167.165, Florida Statutes, -

23.  Defendant, CARLTON PHILIP (TTEE), is a proper party as it has “control” over
some or all of the Iiitilityfs 'ir_ufisp'ej;:si’aible real property necessary for the oongiﬁﬁecii:peration of the
Utility as requiréd by Section 167.165, Florida Statutes,

24.  Pursuant to the terms of the Franchise Agreement, the Sarasota County and the Bee
Ridge Utility previously agreed that in the event it became necessary to have a receiver appointed
for the operation of the Utility’s system, that the Sarasota County and the Bee Ridge Utility would
seck to have the members of the Board of County Commissioners of Sarasota County, Florida and
their successors in office, appqi;i;t:ed as receiver. See M Page 5.':

25.  Pursuvant to Section 3671 65(2), Flori;;, Statutes, Sarasota County may be
appointed as receiver of the Bee Ridge Uti lity.

26.  Sarasota County has knowledge, experience, and expertise in operating wastewater
collection and treatment systems as it providw potable water, wastewater, and reclaimed water
utility services to roughly One Hundred and Ten Thousand (110,000} customer accounts within
the unincorporated geographic area of Sarasota County.

27.  Sarasota County is willing to serve as a receiver for the abandoned Bee Ridge
Utility provided it is granted all authority and power required for it to operate the abandoned assets.
including, but not limited to, the rights to:

a. maintain, repair, replace, improve, expand, and contract the system as may be

necessary and appropriate;
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b. collect all fees, chargw,' and costs associated thereﬁ_ii;:lt, including those of the
receiver, “from system ‘customers and users whe_ther th;'ough billing, the
egg_ablisha_péht of Muni;:ipal Se_n_liew.:Beneﬁt Unit(s) ip_gqcprdaﬁée with Section
1;5.01 (q) ‘ Flonda Statutés, orj'amgr_.x'nethods, and o Qﬁijavaixab[g alternite
fndogsuesad

c connect somorallexlstmg Bee;hdge Utility custorners ’i_g any other public or
private wastewater systems ﬁm édééﬁate capacity in accoxd.ar',x_:ée with and subject
to any applicable requirements and:payments.

28.  That as Petitioner is a political subdivision of the State of Florida, it requests that

any bond be waived pursuant to Rule .61¢(b), Fla. R, Civ. P,

WHEREFORE, Petitioner Sarasota County respectfully requests:

(1) The Court enter an order appointing Sg;asota County as receiver {0 operate tl_l_e
abandonedUul:tyassets of Bee Ridge Utility, and furthergrantmg Sarasota County;
as reé'eiVer, all authority andpower necessary to operate, manage,and provide
utility service through those assets until such time as Sarasota County disposes of
the assets in a manner designed to continue the efficient and effective operation of
the utility service pursuant to the requirements of Section 367.165, Florida Statutes.

(2) The Court to enjoin the Defendant from taking any action that would interfere with
the efficient and effective operation of said utility service pursuant to the
requirements of Section 367.165, Florida Statutes, and applicable provisions of the

Florida Administrative Code, umtil such time as their interests, if any, are

determined and adjudicated.
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(3) The Court award Petitioner Sarasota County ail costs of the receivership, including
expénses of the receiver in operating and disposition go the utiliiy, attomeys fees
-and table costs mcuned by the recewer and the Penuoner, be assessed agamst and
pald by the owners of the Utlhty
DEIGNATION OF EMAILAI)DRESSES
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that m comphance wnth F}onda Rule of Judicial Administration

2.516, the undersxgned designates the followmg email addmses 10 be used for service of all court

papers in this action:
v -Primary
a'milantoni ‘ovne . .Secondary
v =Primary
o ~Secondary
Dated this 11th day of April, 2025.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Jennifer Bumns, Assistant County Attorney
Stephen Shaw, Assistant County Attorney
Joshua B.'Moye, County Attomey

Office of the County Attorney

1660 Ringling Bivd., Second Floor
Sarasota, Florida 34236

Telephone: (941) 861-7257

' Secondary
Counsel for Petitioner, Sarasota County, Florida

BY: .
Jennifer Bums
Assistant County Attomey
Florida Bar No.: 112404
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41114285, 3:13 PM SC-pa.COMIPre dslailer0070030003

-Bill Furst
:SARASOTA COUNTY
-PROPERTY APPRAISER

Property Record Information for 6070030003

Ownerahip: Land Arsa: 10573 SqFt

CARLTON PHILIP (TTEE) Municipality: Sarasots County

€0 SAND! BAXER 3745 SOMERVILLE DR, SARASOTA, L, Smm: 0681 - BEE-RIDGE SUB PLAT VACATING ELOORADO SUB
34232451 Propeity Use: 8150 - Walrand sawer Uity

Situs Address: ] Status OPEN

3850 SAWYER RI) SARASOTA, FL, 34233 SaciTepipe: 0337S18E

Census: 121150017021
Zoning: OPI - OFFICE PROFESSIONAL INSTITUTIONAL
MILMMU&: ]

Parcel Description: A PARCEL OF LAND SHOWN N PLAT OF MEDICAL
CENTER OF SARASOTAAS NOT INCLUDED DESG AS COMNE COR OF OF NW
1/4 SEC 3 TH S-04-30-€ 510 FT TH S89-55-61-W 295:13 FT TH NG-0-S-W 2 FT
FOR POS TH S- 89-83-81-W 17.13FT THN-0-05- 117.53 FT THNOOSW S0 W 50
£T.TH N-89-56-53- 117.53 FT TH S-0-09-€ 00 FT TO POB BEING PART OF LOT 1
BLKLOT 1 BLK 2 BEE RIDGE REPLAT

Buitdings

Vocuat Land
Extra Features

There are no extrs features asvociated with this parcei

Values

.$3,000 . Siﬂ.ﬂﬂ 882,424 . s -
$3,300.157 'Mw’mmx¢ R eSBTAS B
1

Property taxes may be affected with change in ownership, YWhan buying real estats, you should not assuma that peoperty taxes wil remain the same. Use our tax estimator 1o
otmats your newiagoos.

Currant Exemptions
Hornestead Property: No

There ace v sxemplons sssociated with this parcet:.

Sales & Transfors
SRIee3 - saanm oowco ©or '
¢ RPNV
U188 w"“:”'*sﬂ&.“a, W 18577104 St é“”'ﬁ_t«sﬁs'msmmmmmmucuopmm SRRwWD T8

Tenm : $1,800
128980 TN $1.000 ] bt

15231385 1 < rc, CONLONCORP NV .
AU R St > AT TEIBELUND CONCETTAPR ¢ v

Assoclated Tangible Accounts

Thate sre no assaciztad tongible scocounts for this parce!

hitps:/fwww.sc-pa , ‘ . 030003
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LEGALDESCRIPTIONOF  _  EAREA

3-37-18,313& RIDGE FARMS; RECONDED IN

ST gy 2D

prehorfid

TSIANDZ, ' SECTION
PLATBOOK]‘PAGBZW_ PUBL!CRECORDSOFMANATEBCO !’LORIDA,ALSO
PLATBOOK “A”; PAGE 40, PUBLIC RECORDS OF SARASOTA

COUNTY, FI.ORDA@EING“IBSAMEASDOTSIANDZ.REPIATOFTRACTSI
ANDLBLOCKZ.BEERIDGEFARMS,RBCORDEDINPLHBOOK3 PAGE 14,
PUBLIC = OF SARASOTA COUNTY, FEORIDA),

ﬁmmm dated Decewiber 16, 1986

BBGINATTHBNW CORNBROFLOTGBIDGKI BBBRIDGEFARMSSUBDIV!SION
SECTION3, "37.S0UTH,'RANGE ISBAST,ASPBRPLATTHEROFPIAT
BOOK A PAGE 40 SARASOTA COUNTY PUBLIC RECORDS, SAID POINT BEING 24
FBETEASTOFTHECENTBRLNBOFSAWYEROAD.WCBEASTM?SFEBT

WBST2528 FET 'IHENCBNOR'IHI!OMT EAST llSSGFEBT THENCE
NORTH 12225° WEST PARALLEL TO. RIGH'I‘OFWAYZGG.‘MFEET '
THENCE WEST 23.61 FEET; THENCE NORTH 110 FEET TO THE POINT OF G
AND CONTAINING } 59ACRESOFIANDMOREORIESS.
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CIRCUIT CIVIL

O Condominium
O Contracts and indebtedness
D Eminent domain
O Auto negligence
0 Negligence—other
D Business governance
O Business torts
0 Environmental/Toxic tort
O Third party indemnification
D Construction defect
0O Mass tort
O Negligent security
O Nursing home negligence
O Premises liability—commercial
O Premises liability—residential
O Products liability
Real Property/Mortgage foreclosure
0O Commercial foreclosure
0O Homestead residential foreclosure
0O Non-homestead residential foreclosure
Other real property actions

(OProfessional malpractice
O Malpractice—business
0 Malpractice—medical
O Malpractice—other professional
O Other
O Antitrust/Trade regulation
O Business transactions
O Constitutional challenge—statute or ordinance
O Constitutional challenge—proposed amendment
O Corporate trusts
O Discrimination—employment or other
D Insurance claims
O Intellectual property
O Libel/Slander
O Shareholder derivative action
O Securities litigation
O Trade secrets
O Trust litigation

COUNTY CIVIL

{1 Small Claims up to $8,000
O Civil
O Real property/Mortgage foreclosure



O Replevins
0 Evictions

O Residential Evictions

0 Non-residential Evictions
0 Other civil (non-monetary)

COMPLEX BUSINESS COURT

This action is appropriate for assignment to Complex Business Court as delineated and mandated by the
Administrative Order. Yes (J No

IV. REMEDIES SOUGHT (check all that apply):
0O Monetary;

® Nonmonetary declaratory or injunctive relief;

O Punitive

V.  NUMBER OF CAUSES OF ACTION: [ ]
(Specify)

1

V1. IS THIS CASE A CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT?
O yes
no

VII. HAS NOTICE OF ANY KNOWN RELATED CASE BEENFILED?
no
0 yes If “yes,” list all related cases by name, case number, and court.
none

VIII. IS JURY TRIAL DEMANDED IN COMPLAINT?
O yes
X no

IX. DOES THIS CASE INVOLVE ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL ABUSE?
0O yes
X no

I CERTIFY that the information [ have provided in this cover sheet is accurate to the best of
my knowledge and belief, and that I have read and will comply with the requirements of
Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.425.

Signature: s/ Jennifer Burns' Fla. Bar # 112404
Attorney or party (Bar # if attorney)
Jennifer B 04/11/2025
(type or print name) Date
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