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BEfORE THl FLORIDA PUAI IC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Application of ATLANTrc 
UTILITIES Of JACKSONVILLE , INC . for 
1ncr~asc in Duval County 

The following Commi ssioners 
di spos1t 1on of this matter: 

) 
) 
) 
) 

THOMAS M. BEARO 
JOHN T. HERNDON 

DOCKET NO. 87024Q-WS 
ORDER NO. 2 2 7 52 
ISSUED: 3-29 - 90 

participated in t-he 

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION OF TIME 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

ALlantic Utililies of Jacksonville , Inc. r~uJ o r utility), 
filed an application on June 26 , 1987 for an inrrease in water 
and sewer rates, pursuant of Section 367 .081, Florida 
St tutes. By Order No. 18134, issued September 9 , 1987, we 
susp,.nded the proposed rates and authorized the collection of 
inteCJm ra "5. 

The case proceeded under our proposed agency act1on 
procedure. Accordingly, on January 4, 1988, the Commission 
is~ued Not1ce of Proposed Agency Action (PAA) Ordet No. 18634, 
in whtch 1t propo:->ed to grant AUJ increased rates which would 
affo rd tl the opportunity to generate annual revenues of 
$508,1'1~ foe water and $305,630 for sewer , sub)ecl to a timelv 
ob)ection being filed by a substantially affected person. The 
Office of Public Counsel objected timely . Order No. 18634 wa s 
thereby h ld in abeyance and the rate application was set for 
hearing on May 20, 1988 in Jac~.sonville, Flonda. After 
consldcrtng the evidenc,. in the record, the Commission found 
the overal I quality of water service to be unsatisfactory. 
Thu s , the ullllly was ordered to submit to the Commission, 
within sax y days of the date o f Order No. 20063, plans for 
repl 1c1ng he undersized mains in the Ortega Hi lls 
Subdiv1si on. lt was further ordered t hat the utility collect 
the new cat:es and charg s for t he Ortega Hills Subdivision , 
subject to refund with tnterest, subject to tte replacement of 
the und~rs1zed lines, for o ne year. At the end of the one-year 
peri od, the C1Jmm1ssion would decide t he disposition of these 
funds, based on the actions of the utility. 
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On December 5 , 1988, tn accordance with Order No. 20063 , 

AUJ f1 led an engineering analysis. In this analysis, the 
ulillly proposed replacing approximately 8,000 fe •L of water 
dts rtbution mains 1n the Ortega Hills Subdivision. A 
chronological listing of the utility's progress was provtded on 
June 14, 1989, by Bessent , Hanunack & Ruckman, Inc . , Consulting 
and DeSlCJn fngineers (BHR). Actual construcliou was started on 
October 18, 1989. AUJ thought that barnng any u n forese n 
d if C i cu 1 t 1 e~, the improvements could be substantia 11 y completed 
by h nd of February, 1990. In Order No. 22174 , issued 
November 14, 1989, 'o'le requHed the utility to complete the 
project by he end of February, 1990. 

Th~ uttllty now ha~ requested a six y d ay extension of 
tim 1n wh1ch to complete the required 1mprovemen• s, claiming 
that the unusual weather conditions expLri~..;nced 1n the 
Jacksonvtlle area 1n December , 1969, along with certatn 
personnel changes within the contractor's organizatton, have 
proven cd th• contractor from completing the work by the end o f 
February, 1990, as prov1ded by the construction contract and 
Order No. 22174. On January 4 , 1990, utility engineers 
ccrt1f1 •d ha 92 percent of the water main replacements and 
33.9 p •rcen of ... he service replacement s havl.! been completed. 
The ut1lity seeks the addition time in the interest of 
completing the o rdered improvements in a professional manner, 
wtthtn he Pngineer's specifications, and stales that the 
delays wete outside the dtrect control of h~ ut1l1ty. 

A staff engineer vistted the construction area o n february 
17 , 1990 and verified that well over 90 percent o f the water 
matn replacements and almost halC of the service replacements 
have been completed. 

Upon consideration, we f t nd that the utill y has shown 
good cause for he requested extenston ot lime and it is, 
therefor , granted. AUJ shall continue to collect that portion 
of he rate tncrease for water service appor ioned to the 
Ortega Hills Suodiviston ratepayers sub)ecl to refund with 
t nterest unt1l cons rue i on has been totally completed and 
ve r tftcd by staff . Constcuct1on should be totally completed no 
la cr t han Apri 1 30, 1990. If it is not comple ed then , we 
wall consider i n ttiattng show cause proceedings against the 
u llity. 

Based on the f oregotng, it is 
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ORDERf.D by t he Florida Public Service Commission Lhat the 
request of Atlantic ULlli ies of Jacksonville, Inc. for a 60 
day extens.ton of t1mc (to April 30, 1990), in wh ich to complete 
the construct1on required by Orders Nos . 20063 and 22174 , 1s 
hereby gran cd. It ts further 

OROERl~ that Atlant ic Utilities of Jacksonville, Inc . 
shall conttnue to collect that portion of the rate increase tvr 
water servtce apportioned to the Ortega Hil ls SubdivisJon 
ratepayers subject to the tefund with interest unttl 
construct1on has been t ota lly completed and ver1fied by 
Co~n t ssion staff . 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Sen tce Conuniss1on 
this 29t~ day of MARCH 1 990 · 

STEVE TRIBBLE , Director 
Divtsion of Records and Reporting 

( S E A L ) 

NSD 
by· 

NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEvl 

The Flortda Publtc Se r vtce Commission i s required by 
Sectlon 120.59(4), Florida Statutes , to notify parlies of any 
admtn1Sltat1ve heaCing or judicial review of Commission orders 
that ts avallable under Sections 120. 57 o r 120.68, Flo rida 
Statues, as well as t he procedures and time limi t s thal 
apply. This notice should nol be construed to mean all 
requests for an adm1nistrative hearing or juc ictal review w111 
be granted or result in t he r elief sought . 

Any par y adversely affected 
action i n his matter ma y request: 
dects1on by fili ng a motion for 

by t he Commission' s fi nal 
1) reconsideration of the 
reconsideration with the 
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Director, Div1sion of Reco rd s and Repo rting wi t hin fifteen (15) 

day s of the ts suancc of this o rde r in the f o r m ptescribed by 

Rul e 25-22.060 , Flo rida Admi nistrative Code; o r 2 ) judicial 

rev1ew by t he Florida S upreme Court in t he case of an electric , 

gas or telepho ne utility o r the First Di s trict Court of Appe ~ l 

i n the case o f a wa ter or sewer utility by filing a notice of 

appeal with the Di rector , Div ision of Records and Reporting and 

fili ng a copy of the notice o f appeal and the filing fee with 

t he appropri<:~lc court. Thi s filing must be completed within 

thHly (30) days af cr the issuance o f this order , pursuant t o 

Rule 9.110, Flu oda Rule::. of Appe llate Procedure . The not1ce 

of appeal must be in the fo rm specified in Rule 9.900(a) , 

Florida Rules o f Appellate Procedure. 

I 

I 

I 


	Roll 5-155
	Roll 5-156
	Roll 5-157
	Roll 5-158



