BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In Re: Comprehensive review of DOCKET NO. 920260-TL

revenue requirements and rate
stabilization plan of SOUTHERN
BELL TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH
COMPANY.

In Re: Investigation into the DOCKET NO. 910163-TL

integrity of SOUTHERN BELL
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH
COMPANY'S repair service
activities and reports.

In Re: Investigation into DOCKET NO. 910727-TL
SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE AND

TELEGRAPH COMPANY'S compliance
with Rule 25-4.110(2), F.A.C.,

Rebates.

DOCKET NO. 900960-TL
ORDER NO. PSC-93-0968-PCO-TL
TISSUED: 6/29/93

In Re: Show cause proceeding
against SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONF
AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY for

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
misbilling customers. )
)

ORDER DENYING MOTION TO RECUSE

Oon June 18, 1993, the Attorney General of the State of Florida
(AGO) and BellSouth Telecommunications, Iac. d/bfa Southern Bell
Telephone and Telegraph Company (Southern Bell) filed a Joint
Motion for Commissioner Thomas M. Beard to be Recused (Motion).
The Motion was filed in Docket No. 920260-TL (the Southern Bell
rate case) and requests that Commissioner Beard be recused from
participating in any Southern Bell matter.

The movants state that they have found no evidence of any
wrong-doing on the part of Commissioner Beard. Neither AGO nor
Southern Bell suggest that they, as parties, in any way fear that
they would not receive a fair and impartial hearing before
Commissioner Beard. Rather, the movants assert that the general
public may question the Commissioner's impartiality. According to
the movants, the question to be addressed is whether or not there
has been the appearance of impropriety. In their view, it is the
public's perception that controls, even if that perception is based
upon a misunderstanding of the facts. There are no statutes,
rules, or cases cited in the Motion as authority for the movants'

request.
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Upon review, I find the arguments presented in the Motion to
be unpersuasive. Accordingly, I decline to recuse myself from this
docket or from any other Southern Bell matters.

Based on the foregoing, it is

ORDERED by Commissioner Thomas M. Beard that the Joint Motion
for Commissioner Thomas M. Beard to be Recused filed June 18, 1993,
by the Attorney General of the State of Florida and BellSouth
Telecommunications, Inc. d/b/a Southern Bell Telephone and
Telegraph Company is hereby denied as set forth herein.

By ORDER of Commissioner Thomas M. Beard, this 29th day of

June i 1993 -
| ( (\(-‘—_- |
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THOMAS M. BEARDﬁgbomm1551oner
(SEAL)
ABG

NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section
120.59(4), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any
administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as
well as the procedures and time limits that apply. This notice
should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief
sought.

Any party adversely affected by this order, which 1is
preliminary, procedural or intermediate in nature, may request:
(1) reconsideration within 10 days pursuant to Rule 25-22. 038(2),
Florida Administrative Code, if 1issued by a Commissioner or
Prehearing Officer; (2) reconsideration within 15 days pursuant to
Rule 25-22.060, Florida Administrative Code, if issued by the
Commission; or (3) judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court, in
the case of an electric, gas or telephone utility, or the First
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District Court of Appeal, in the case of a water or wastewater
utility. A motion for reconsideration shall be filed with the
Director, Division of Records and Reporting, in the form prescribed
by Rule 25-22.060, Florida Administrative Code. Judicial review of
a preliminary, procedural or intermediate ruling or order is
available if review of the final action will not provide an
adequate remedy. Such review may be requested from the appropriate
court, as described above, pursuant to Rule 9.100, Florida Rules of

Appellate Procedure.
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