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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In rc: Initiation o f show cause 
pt CIC' tJ<.lllillQ:J .,QGI IISt, nnd i n vostiCJ IHi o n 
tn t o po ss1ble o verearnings by, SEBRING 
COUNTRY ESTATES WATER COMPANY in 
Highlands County 

DOCKET NO. 871308- WU 

ORDER NO. 21032 

ISSUED: 4-12-89 

The following Commissioners par t icipated in Lhe disposition I 
of this matter : 

BY THE COMMISSION : 

THOMAS M. BEARD 
JOHN T. HERNDON 

ORDER ON RECONS I DEf~ATI ON 

BACKGROUND 

Oy O t dot No. 113!>92, lssuod OoJcombut .!J. l'Jil7, this 
Commission requ ired Sebring Country Estates Water Company (SCE) 
to show cause why it should not be fi ned up to $ 5,000 per day 
f o r nume r ous alleged vio latio ns of Chapter 3 67, Florida 
Sta t utes . On January 23, 1988, SCE f i led a written response to 
that Order. wh ich raised questions of fact and requested that 
t h e Commission either dismiss the s how cau!: e proceedings or 
grant SCE a formal hearing pursuant to Section 120.57, Florida 
Statutes. A formal hearing was held regarding the alleged 
violations o n July 15 , 1988, in Highlands County, F l orida. 

By Order No . 20137, issued October 10, 1988, the Commission 
found SCE culpable of three viol ations of Section 367 . 111(2), I 
Florida Statutes, one violat ion of Section 367.171, Florida 
Statutes, and ordered SCE to pay a total penalty of $103,000. 
In addition , SCE was ordered to submit a description of the 
territory actually served by it as of July 15, 1988, in metes 
and bounds, and t o s ho\~ CJuso in wri t i 119 why the Commission 
s ho uld not revo ke CertiCica l e No . 4 20-W. 

OFFER OF SETTLEMENT 

On December 22, 1988, SCE filed an offer of settlemen t . 
SCE requested that wo reduce t ho (inQ Crom $103,000 to $3,000 
and stated that , if the fine were reduced as requested , it 
wo uld submit a territorial description of its certificated area 
within thirty days of o ur approval of its offer and have a 
ground p r essure tank installed and operating within sixty days 
of o ur appro val of its offer. SCE ' s offer failed to address 
tho sho w CJuso p r o visi o ns o f Order No. 20137 . 

By Order No. 20781, issued February 20, 1989, we rejected 
SCE's settlement offe r and initiated action to revoke 
Certificate No. 420-W. 

MOTI ON FOR RECONSIDERAT ION 

On March 7, 1989, SCE timely filed a motion for I 
reco ns i deration of Order No. 20781. In its motion, SCE argues 
that it hos always attempted to pro vide quali t y water se rvice. 
Ne xt , SCE lists a numbe r o f e xpenses (or whi c h it is liable, 
including e xpenses for a ll of the repairs it has made, for 
legal, account ing and engineering fees . In addition, SCE lists 

OOCUME~Ii NLI~1(1rR-nA TE 

03670 APR 12 1389 

FPSC-RECOROS/REPORTIIIG 



I 

I 

I 

ORDER NO. 21032 
DOCKET NO. 871308-WU 
PAGE 2 

some $8 5 ,000 in o utstandi ng mortqages o n its s ys tems . SCE 
argues t hat it is o n the brink of ba nkruptcy, t h at i t sti 11 
intends t o go forward wi t h a proposed trans fe r t o Heart l and 
Utilities , Inc. and t hat SCE's r equest t hat t he Commission 
reconsider t he fi nes is not a n attempt by it to "walk awa y from 
the sale .. . with a sign ificant profit . " Further, SCE sta tes 
that. no t withstanding t he Commission' s reject i o n of i t s 
sott l emo n t o f f or, SCE h os moclo :;ignl f i c anl pro gt. ,:s:; to1~11rd 
installing the Department of Enviro nme ntal Regulation-required 
ground storage t ank. Finally. SCE includes a legal desc riptio n 
o f its Sebri ng Count ry Estates system service territory and 
s t ates that a lega l description of the DeSoto system service 
terr itory is no t yet complete. 

We find that SCE's 
previous ly considered by 
error or omission in our 
offer . Accordingly, we 
reconsideration a nd af firm 

It is, accordi ngly, 

motio n neither raises anything no t 
this Commission nor points out any 
i niti al disposition of its settlement 

hereby reject SCE' s motion for 
Order No . 20781 in all respects . 

ORDERED by the Flo r i da Publ i c Service Commiss ion 
Company' s mot ion 

It is furthe r 

tha t 
for Sebring Country Estates Water 

reconsideration is. hereby , de nied. 

ORDERED t hat Order No . 2078 1 i s hereby affirmed in all 
respec ts. 

By 
this 

ORDER of the 
12th day of 

F l orida Public Service Commission, 
April 1989 

A~.2Yil4 
Division of Records a nd Reporti ng 

(SEAL) 

RJP 

NOTI CE OF JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Publ ic Service Commi ss i on i s r equi red by 
Sect i o n 1.20.59(4 ) , F 1o rit'Jil Stotu Los, Lo noL i ( y (HII"li os o f a ny 
admin i strative hearing or judicial t e view of Conunission orders 
that i s available unde r Sections 120 . 57 or 120 . 68, Florida 
Statutes, as we ll as t he procedures and time limits tha t 
app l y. This notice s hould no t be cons trued to mean all 
requests f o r an administ ra tive hearing o r judicia l review will 
be granted o r result in the r e lief sought . 

Any 
action 

party ad versely affected by the Commissio n ' s final 
in this matter may request judicial r e v iew by the 
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Florida Supreme Court 1n the case of an e lectric , gas or 
telepho ne util ity or the First Dist rict Court of Appea l in the 
c ase of a water o r sewer utility by filing a notice of appeal 
with the Di recto r, Division of Reco rds and Reporti ng and filing I 
a copy o f t he notice o f appeal and t he filing fee wi th t h e 
approprtate court. This fili ng must be completed wi t h i n thirty 
(30) days after t he issuance of this order, pursuant to Rule 
9.110 , Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The notice of 
appeal must be i n the fo r m specified in Rule 9 . 900(a), Florida 
Rules o f Appellate Procedure . 
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