
I 

I 

I 

BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMI SSION 

IN RE: Amendment of Rules 
25-12.005 , 25-12.043, 25-12 . 044, 
and 25- 12.046, F.A . C . 

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING 

DOCKET NO. 890382-GU 
ORDER NO. 21378 
I SSUED: 6-14-89 

NO'l' l ('F. i ll hc>r ohy •rl vnn '""' t ho l-'•>onml ad i UII, vul auant t o 
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.. .,.: tl ull I.! U . :H, ~·lo t llla Sl o t u t .:s , has initiated rulemaki ng to amend 
Rules 25-1 2 . 005, 25- 12,043, 25-12.044, and 25-12.046, relating to 
ga s s afe ty. 

The attached Notice of Rulemaking will appear i n the June 
16 , 1989 edition of the Florida Adm i nistrative Weekly. I f 
r eques t ed, a hearing will be he ld at the following time nnd plnco : 

Y:JU a . m •• friday, July 14, 1989 
Room 122 , Fletcher Building 
101 East Gaines Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Written r eques ts fo r hearing and written co mments o r s uggestions on 
t he rules mus t be rccc tvcd Uy t he Di rector, Otv iu t on o t Records a nd 
th:p.>tlt iHJ, 1-'lut t da Publtc St! rY i c e Commis sion, 101 East Gaines 
Street , Ta llahassee , FL , 32399, no later t han July 7, 1989. 

(SEAL) 

1m11 

DOCUMENT tW'·I'3t:R-O.\ TE 

0 5 91 0 JUN lit jg89 

FPSC-RECOROS/REPORTING 
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 890382-GU 

RULE TITLE: 

Coduu nnd S tandftrd s Adopted 

Initiation of Gas Ser vice 

Interruption of Gas Service 

unau thorized Utilization of Gas Facilities 

RULE NO.: 

25-12.005 

25-12.043 

25-12.044 

25-12.046 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The statutory jurisdiction of the Florida 

Public Service Commission does not extend to distribution of gas 

beyond the last me t e r prior to consumption . To cl~riCy th~ ~ules 

to relote to th~ sta tutory jurisdiction, Rules 25-12.005, 

25-12 .043, 25-12.044, and 25-12.046 should be amended as indicated 

herein. 

SU MMA RY: Cur rently, Rule 25- 12 . 00'> , Coth>n o'lll .t St.,nti.Hd:J Adopted, 

requires natural gas utilities to comply with the 1984 United 

States Department of Transportation (USDOT) and various National 

Fire Protec tion Association (NFPA) standards conce rning gas 

fac iliti es and trans portation. Rule 25-12.043 , Initiation of Gas 

Service, requires natural gas utilities to test all customer piping 

ana appliances for s a fe ty pr ior to initiation of service. Rule 

25-12. 044, Interrupti on o f G01:a r.nrvlcu , r v(JIIilu tl thlll upon 

1n terruption of se rvice a valve in the service line must be locked 

in the closed position or the service line plugged to preve nt 

further flow of gas . In addition, the rule requires gas utilities 

to discontinue service t o haza rdous piping or appliances or take 

action to prevent further flow of gas as required by Rule 

25- 12 . 045 , Discontinuance of Services Due to Inactivity. Finally, 

Hule :!5-12 .046, Un:t uthn•l~ud tJtlli t ation o t Ga:~ ~·ac ilitie&, 

requires utilities to discontinue una uthori zed service to customers 

pendi ng determination that c ustomer piping and facilities meet 

applicabl e s afety standards . 

The proposed rule changes are des igned to conf orm Commission 

rules to statutory authori ty, update gas s a fety s tandards , and 
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codify c ur rent practices in the qas indus try , The proposed 

ame ndme nts t o Rule 25- 12 . 005 would upda t e gas s afety standa rds to 

thl' 111110 o::POT I<'"Jul ntluow npl>ll c nb!e to pipeli ne fac ili ties and 
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gas transporta tion and delete reference to r edundant NFPA standards. 

The proposed ame ndme nts to Rule 25-12.043 would allow 

utilities t o de cline t o provide serv ice unt i l customers have 

complied with Qll applicabl e local build i ng codes. Furthermo re, 

the proposed amendment would r equ ire utilities t o asce rtain that a 

pressure test of c us tomer piping had been conduc ted p r i o r to 

ac ta vot i n~ g ds meters and de l ete r eferences t o o the r utility tes ts 

of custome r piping and applia nces . The proposed amendments to Rule 

25-12 . 044 would repeal r edundant language r equi ri ng utilities to 

di scont i nue !HHV I CO t o hazardo us piping or appliances , or lock a 

va lve in t he closed position or plug the service line to prevent 

the flow o f gas. Finally, the proposed amendment t o Rule 25-12.046 I wou l d prohibit reestab l i s hment of d i ucon l'lnuud (J<Jivicu un til a 

pre ssure test of c ustome r piping had been cond ucted and the 

I 

cus t omer had complied with a ll a pplicable local building codes. 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 366,05(1), 368.05 (2), 351.127(2), F. S . 

LAW I MPLEMENTED : 366 , 05 (1)' 366.05(3 ) I 368,03 , 368.05(2) I F. S . 

SUMMARY OF THE ESTIMATE OF ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THESE RULES: The 

above noted changes t o the ru l es a r e not e xpected to impose a ny 

m., , .. ,,..,, .~.-'" ' " , . n th o· Jo'l.lllda l' Ub l l· $tHVl C t: Commi ss i on ot the gas 

ut ili ties , Ga s ut1lities are a lready require d to conform w~ th 

Federal Department of Tra ns portation Regula tions, By r e moving 

references to app liance tlta nclards and piping pract i ces , the 

i n fe rence of some FPSC jurisd i c tion in this area i s removed. 

WRI TTEN COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 

SUBMI TTED TO THE FPSC, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND R~PORT ING , WITIIIN 2 1 

DAYS OF '!'HE DA'l'E OF THI S NOTICE FOR INCLUSION IN THE RECORD OF THE 

PROC EEDI NG. IF REQUESTED WI THIN 2 1 DAYS OF THE DATE OF 'l'HIS 

NOTICE , A HEARI NG WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE AND Pl .• ACI: SHOWN BELOW: 

1' 1M.t: AND OA'I'E: 'J:JO A. M., t'rlday, July 14, 1989 
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PLACE: Room 122, 101 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida. 

THE PERSON TO 8E CONTACTED REGARDING THESE RULES AND THE ECONOMIC 

IMPACT STATEMENT IS: Director of Appe als, Florida Public Service 

Comm i ssion, 101 East Gaines S tree t, Tallahas s ee , Florida 32399 

THE FULL TEXT OF THE RULES IS: 

25-12.005 Codes a nd Standards Adopted. 

~it The Min imum Federal Sa t oty Standardu a nd reporti ng 

r equirements for pipeline facilities and transportation of gas 

prescribed by the Unit e d States Pede~ei Department of 

Transportatio n in Parts 191 a nd 192 of Title 49, Code of Federal 

1\cyulotiOIH.I (Cfll) au amondoc1 throuyh April 4 1 1989, Ml'ly•il •h-i984T 

are adopted as part of these r ules . 

~et--Pe~phiet-NeT-S4-~i989t 

~et--Pe~phiet-NeT-S8-~i983t 

~et--Pe~phiet-NeT-59-~i9~9t 

~dt--Pe~phi~t-NeT-59A-ii9~9t 

Specific Authority: 368.05(2). 351.127(2), F.S. 

Law Implemented: 368 . 03, F.S. 

His t o ry: New 11/ 14 / 70, Amended 9/24/71, Revised 9/21/74, Amended 

10/7/ 75 , 11/ 30/ 82, 10/2/ 84, fo rme rly 25-12.05, 

l!l An o perator may decline to provide gas service to a 

customer o r any of the customer' s equipment until the customer 

complies with all applic able gas codes adopted by the l oca l 

authority having jurisdiction. 

1!1 No operator s hall acti vate a meter delivering gas into 

c u iJ l omur plpln•J until a.J ·u1 lttl n ln•J t:h«l r1 t:unt wan conrluctod 

ensuri ng that a constant pressure had been contained by the piping. 

He-epe•eteP•May-eeta&t~eh-~ee-eeP¥~ee-te·afty-e~eteMe•-~ftt~i 
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~nedPeT-beyend-Peaeonobie-doubt7-the-ebeenee-of-ony-ho~e~dous 

eend~~~en-tn-~he-pipin~-and-appiianee-~nstaiiatien7 

Specific Authority: 368,05(2), F. S . 

La w I mpl e mente d: 360 , 03 , F . S. 

History: New 9/21/74, Repromulgated 10/7/75, Amended 10/2/84, 

fo rmer ly 25-12.43. 

z~- 1 2 . 044 I nterruptio n o t Ga s s e rvice . 

iit At the time gas service i s turned off or wh e n the 

operato r becomes aware that the supply of gas to a customer has 

been in t errupted, whe ther intentio nally o r uninte ntionally, a valve 

o r1 the se rv ice line mus t be e ither l ocked in the closed position or 

the service line plugged to prevent the flow of gas. 
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eendi~ien-Peia~ive-~e-the-eueto~eP~e-pipin~-oP-appiianeeeT-one-of II tke-£eiiewin9-aetiens-ehaii-be-taken~ 
iat--~he-eperateP-shaii-d~eeont~n~e-~ae-serv~ee-te-the 

I 

Specific Authority: 368 . 05(2), F .S . 

Law Implemen t ed: 368.05 (2) , F.s. 

ttl u t ory: Nu w Y/ 2 1/ 74, Hu p1 o muJya tud 10/7/ 75 , Ame nded 10/2/84, 

formerly 25- 12.44. 

25-12.04 6 Unauthorize d Utilization of Gas Facilities. 

( l) Upon d e t e rmining unautho rized e s tabli s hment of gas 

service , the operator shall turn off the service and such service 

shall not be r e - establ ished until the operator ha s ~scertained t ha t 

t es ting meeti ng the r equ ireme nt o f Rule No. 25-12.043 had teete 

ho¥e been mad e o f all cus tomer e~ppiy piping and-gas 

appiianeee-as-wiii-ine~reT-beyend-reasenabie-deubtT-the-abeenee-
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( 2) Wh en un~uthor ized servi ce i s es tabli s hed a nd s uc h service 

i s o n a common header with other services which may have been 

t ampered with, the operator shall, in the case of obvious 

t :.mpr11 iniJ , c ht•c k each s uc h ocrvi ce to ascer tain that on ly active 

cus tomer services are open and that inactive services meet the 

applicable requirements of Rules Nos . 25- 12.044 and 25-12.045. 

Thi s inves tigation s hall be made immec iately after shutting off the 

unauthorized serv ice , and a r ecord s hall be made of the results . 

(3) When the operator becomes aware of unauthorized operation 

of any other equipment on i t s own fac ilities, it s hall immediately 

&nvc t: li<J ., l o l o dc l orml no tho e ffect upon the oys t em ;,nd take ;,11 

prudent measures t o assure the safety of its customers and the 

public in general. 

Specific Authority : 368 . 05(2). F . S . 

Law lmplcml;ln t ed : 361:1.0!> (2 ), t'. S . 

Hi s tory: Ne w 9/21/74 , Repromulgated 10/7/75 , Amended 10/2/84, 

fo rmerly 25-12.46 . 

NAM~ Ot' P~HSON ORlGlNATlNG PHOPOS~O RULR: Kd Millo 

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON(S) WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULES: 

Florida Public Service Commi s sion 

OA'I'J:: PHOI'OSt::O HUI,KS Al'P IIOV ~:o: May JO, 1909 

If any person decides t o appeal any decision of the Commissio~ with 

r espect to any matter considered at the rulemaking hearing, if 

held, a record o f the hear i ng is necessary. The appe lla nt must 

ensure t ha t a verbatim record , inc luding t est i mony and e vide nce 

fo r ming t he basis of the appeal is made. The Commission usually 

makes a verbatim record of r ule making he arings . 
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