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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Request for app r oval to ) 
increase Returned Check Charge ) 
by FLORIDA POWER CORPORATION. ) 

DOCKET NO. 900225-EI 
ORDER NO. 22955 
ISSUED: 5- ' 8-90 ____________________________ ) 

The following Commissioners 
di s position of th i s matter: 

participated 

MICHAEL McK . WILSON, Chairman 
BETTY EASLEY 

GERALD L. GUNTER 

ORDER 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

in the 

During the 1989 Legis lative Session the Florida 
Le gislature amended Section 68 . 065, Florida Statute s to a llow 

I 

a maximum service charge of $15 for each dishono r ed check . 
Previously utilities were allowed to collect the maximum of I 
$10. On March 9, 1990, Florida Power Corpo r ation (FPC) filed 
wi t h this Commission a request to be allowed to increase its 
charge for returned checks to $15. FPC states i n its request 
that the overall revenue impact is indeterminable . They s tate 
tha t there are off-setting factors which make it impossible to 
de termine at this time the absolute revenue impact. In 1989, 
FPC r eceived 19,363 returned checks, most of which would have 
been subject to the increased charge. Presumably this would 
ge nerate additional revenues of $9 6 ,815, assumi ng the 50 
percent increase in the service c ha rge did not deter the 
number o f returned checks. 

We have reviewed the filing and find that the revenue 
impact of a 50 percent increase in the returned check c harge 
i s likely to be negligible for FPC. We here by appro ve the 
increase requested by FPC, and for c o nven i e nce au t horize our 
St aff to administratively approve s uch pro posa ls from other 
investor-owned utilities . 

In consideration o f the f o regoing, it i s 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Se rvice Commission t hat 
Fl orida Power Corpo ration ' s request to increase i ts Returned 
Che ck Charge f rom $10 to $15 i s hereby granted . It is furthe r 
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ORDERED t hat our Staff i s hereby author z e d to grant 
administratively requests from an investor-owned utility to 
i ncrease the Returned Check Charge consistent with this 
Order. It is further 

ORDERED that this docket be closed should no Motion for 
Reconsideration or No tice of Appeal be timely filed . 

By Order of the Florida Public Se rvice Commission 
t hi s 18 t h day of MAY --~1~9~9u0~-------

-~~ ~- ' 7, /L/ 

'1L I 
ST TRIBBL~ Director 
Division o~Records and Reporting 

( S E A L ) 

(6956L)MRC:bmi 

NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commission is r e quire d by 
Section 120.59 (4), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any 
administrative hearing or judicial r e v iew of Commi ss ion orders 
that is c,vai lable unde r Sections 120 . 57 or 120. 68 , Florida 
Statutes, as well as the procedures a nd time limits that 
app ly. This notice should not be construed t o mean all 
requests f o r an administrative hearing or judicial revie w will 
be granted o r result in t he r e lief sought. 

Any party adversely affected by the Commission's final 
action in t hi s matter may request: 1) r econsideration of the 
decisio n by filing a mot i o n for reco nsideration with the 
Director , Divi s ion of Records and Reporting wi thi n fifteen 
(15) days of the issuance of this order in the form prescribed 
by Rule 2 5-22 .060, Florida Administrative Code; or 2 ) judicia l 
review by the Florida Supreme Court in the r.ase of an 
e lectric, gas o r telephone utility or the First Distric t Court 
of Appea l in the case of a wate r or sewe r u tility by filing a 
notice of appeal with the Director, Division of Records and 
Report i ng and fi l ing a copy of the notice of appeal and the 
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f iling fee with the appropriate court. This fili ng must be 
completed wi t hin thirty (30) days after the issuance of this 
order , pursuant to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure . The notice of appeal must be in the form specified 
i n Rule 9.900(a), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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