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Dl~ita their ~t papalarity and availability in Europe for 

-re tbln 15 y.ara, uatll oelJ' 1 fw yean ago the 1110rdll •telephone 
prepaid debit ca ... • (PDCa) wn la.:plJ' unknown in the United 
Stataa. &ucb a telae JDtcatt.. pzodllct ai~~ply did not exiat in 
our countey UDtll .-at 1111. With a PDC, a caller can purchaae a 
block of ti .. iD advaaca and bl able to placa calli f~ virtually 
any talapboae iD uy ltatl. fueb aa IZ'l'lllgllleDt caa be attractive 
to thole illdlviduab IIIIo do DOC IUblodbl to buic telephone 
Hrvice or tboll illdlviduall IIIIo an vaey .abile, yet not 
candidat11 for a .abila pboaa. fl'icu for PDCa blva bHn falling 
rapidly, altbcugh ~ par lliautl nte il lll\lllly aignificantly 
higher tbln ~d apply • a callU. clrllllt card. PDCa, however, 
have an aclvaataga - oa1Ung CIWII!t cairU in tbat no aurchargea 
apply. In addlU•, with ....,. PDCa, tbl Ullr My purchaae 
additional u .. oace ~ iDitlal lllOCIIeat i1 axbauated. The 
additional purcball caa bl ..- witb a 1illpla telephone tranaaction 
and a credit card. 
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Of the zougbJy •oo cutiflcated intenxc:bange carriers 

operating ill l'lodda, 14 of tbns c ; lllliee hew tariffed PDC 
eervicee. Of t.._ 1• c IIDiu, U fll"llll offer eolely PDC 
eervices. 'ftle C: ~lee that offer PDCI typically rely on the 
facilities of IUl :,+ lyU. carrier, rather than their own network, 
in order to ~ete calls. 

PDCs •Y he dlstrilluted dlnctly bl' tba initial iseuer or 
through one or- latel rttadu. 'ftle latter approach is by far 
the 110re frequently uead •tJiocl. ODe •tbocl of distribution is the 
card issuer .. llU. the carde to a n .. ller at a reduced rate. 
Hypothetically, a JDC .. 111 ... fOI' f20 ~~~ he eolcl to the reseller 
for $15. 'l'be neallal' ~~~ tt.l •ll the cards for $20 as marked 
on the cards aacl .... the f5 cliffez.aca ae ~iesion for selling 
the carde. 'l'bie type of ,_le of PDCI claee not place tba reseller 
in a positiGD of be- -idencl a tehpboaa CCliiiiJallY under Chapter 
36•.02 DeflnltiCIDI, Plorida ftetutu, elace tba CCIIIIpaDY is not 
offering two-way teleaa •tcatiCIDI •rvice to the public for hire 
by tba uee of a telae micatlCIDI fecUity. l'urther110re, the 
.. rvice ie pzovlcled by a cutiflcated Ullclerlying carrier whose 
ralatiCIDShip ie wltla tba aacl ueer if •rvice problema exist . 
Therafon, certiflcatt. ie ..- ,..ulncl. I• aplee of this type of 
raeeller -lei be lku8 ~tone, aarrueal- stores, department 
stone, and others. ftres =•iee are oftllll able to place their 
own aciWtrti-te Clll tba at DO cbazote. :rn llllllY cases, the 
cards are giWtD -y to aacl ueen to •ti.,. tba and ueer to use the 
coapany• • pzocluc:te 01' eervioee. ltaff clael not haw any eetl~~~ates 
of the perceat.p of carde that are eolcl wnue given away. 
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When a PDC piVVidar nliu Oil the facilities of an underlying 
carrier, the fonar aa 11 raeatae tba latter on a •inutes of use 
basis. The PDC pi'OVicler ~· 100 n• '1r accese from a long 
distance carrier, aaaaase tba ~t cazd with a personal 
identification m• 'rr CP.DrJ , IIIII •11• tba PDC st a higher per 
•inute rate thaD is MU. abazotJec1 by tba Ullllerlying carrier. The 
end uMr then cliale the 100 m 7 1r luted OD tbe card, inputs the 
PIN nu.ber, enter• the talapbarrl m !lr of tba party being called, 
and CO'Ipletss the call. ft8 llillutu of uee an clrawn clown baeed on 
the P:rB nllllbsr of tba ecaaurat IW tbe m"\srlyiag carrier, and the 
reMllsr ie billed fOI' tbe llillutu of uee. 'l'bera is considerable 
potential for fraud becauee it is poeelble to iseue cards with an 
100 nllllbsr that dose not .azk at all or that clraw clown time for 
unanswered calla and buey eigaale. 
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