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May 17, 1996 

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director 
Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee FL 32399..0870 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

G 

Enclosed are an original and fifteen copies of Gulf Power Company's comments 
requested at the April 22, 1996 workshop on meter testing issues. If ~ou have 
any questions, please give me a call at (904) 444-6231 or Lynn Schulte at 
(904) 484-5750. 

Sincerely, 
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IHTRODUCI10N 

GtJU POWD COMPANY 
COMMitNTS RIGAJU)JNG Till: AP1UL 21, ltH WOIUCSUOP 

METZR nsnNG ISSUES 

OuU' Power ~pp~cdllcl tile oppoi'IUIIic) 10 ICdYdy pll1ldpllc ill ~ lbapiJII oC dlan,a 10 lhe dc:cllk llltlaini 
rules ill tbc.Fiarida ~Code. Gall Power 1111 always tried to a.n meccr L.CIIJ1IC)' bccauiC of It's 
iJaporlaaoc 10 beida the QllfOcnCr ad oar~· la ecH!tim, GW1 Power 1lllidenlands the lmponancc or 
llldn:aiq meter cqulprtKI 1 _ .. .,. ia tile !DOll COil c:«ec:tM WI)'. Tbc FPSC aloaJ with lhc Florida imUior 
CII\'1Kid UIIJilics luiYC Ill appol1llllily to modcralzc tile IIICICrill,c rulcs to relied ~ In ~ tcch.oolosJes 
and to lococpcuro~ indUIIry ltllldud rulcsu _ _.,.,., In lhc IIICII tmJlon oC ANSI Cll.I-199S. Adopcin& 
lhc meter tatlq llllldlrdl Clllblilbccl by lhc latat reviJioll oC ANSI C l2.1 will not only ensutc the 
c:ootlouatloo oC lhc cmphuls on meter cqulpmenaiiCCUfiC)', bul will also allow lhc utJ.IltJes 10 rcc1ucc lhclr OOSI or 
meter cqulpaat tatlns. 

Gulf Po.- is willina 10 Plbalit. Cor admiDisuallvc rmcw, Its proccdutca Cor lhc 1C1tina or new and ln-senice 
mctcts and iastnuocnt trans{~. This would Clllble tbc CommiaiM 10 ensutc tha.t Gulf PCM-c:r bas adequate: 
procedures ill place. Gull Powct bdlc\u tlllllhe plan IUbmlucd 5bould ~ In IICICOf'dancc with lhc rtquirancnu 
set forth by ANSI CI2.1 ·199S, 

OPPORTUNI'IDS 
Tho bencfill oftbc chanaa ICCC)CIUIIelldc by lhe utllltlcs liD cc:onomic: in nature, bcKh to our customers and our 
compaoics, and I1D .. follows: 

S..pkTadll& 
Sample tc:sllng 5bould ~ 11101\U for all types ol meccrlna cquipmcntlnclllding new and ln-tcnice equipment in 
IICICOf'dancc with ANSI CJ2.1-199S. Tbc utilities bdic>oe that ample tc:Stlna provides bcutr mfonnation about 
lhc 0\"CBliiiCCUfiC)' of the entire: meter popdMion than docs 100% lcltlna and In many c:ucs. may IICiually 
reduce the _,.t ollatln& rcqlllrcd. It also allowt lhc utllily to dc:lcc:t IICCUfiC)' dep'ldatlon trends In metering 
cquipmcm before: tbcy become CIIUtropbic. 

Tho mcc.criJig rulcs ahould simply swc t.hat lhc sampling plan must ~ in acx:orclancc with ANSI C 12. I. which 
spcciJlu the usc of Millwy Standard 414 for random Ample tcstlns. This mlllllt)' ltllldard is used worldwide 
and bas bcc:o lhc bull for " '""leal Ampling for 40 yc~n. Oul! POI\w docs not believe that It is ncc:essary for 
lhc Florida ulilltlcs 10 J1f0VC lhc wUdlty of this qatlstlcaJ Alllpling plan, but should only be rtquircd to properly 
aw!Y lhe plan and inlcrpm lhe ruults oblai.ncd from It's UfC. 

Periodic Tettl•a 
Penodic tcstin' scbcdula should be In IICICOf'dancc with the ICbcdulcs 5J)Cdflcd by ANSI C 12.1. These Khcdulc:s 
cldlnc nwclmum n:coiiiiDCndcd ~of meter ICitlna 10 cnsun: liCCI1tiC)' of mc1m 0\~r tlmc, but do 1101 
preclude the utili~ from tCIIln& more frtqucotly If deemed ncc:cuat)'. As staled at the workshop, the tcsling or 
ourlalJU CUitomCrl Is pcrform'ld on an IIIJ!ual buiJ 11 our discretion and Is based on a busii1C$S dcc:Uion. 

M.-ICla~r'J Tat Data 
The lllilily's ~or I"IWIUfiiClurcr's lCJI daiS for ec:a:pcance of ocw mctcn or illSilUrDCnttransformcrs i.n lla~ of 
lhc utility havi"' 10 pctfonn ec:a:pcance taU oo new mclcrina equipment is wonaJy supported by Gu1t Power 
All meter rnuu!IIClun:s today have lhc c:apabilil)' of provldlna tc:d ruu1ts to lhc utilloes for C\'Cf)' proclucl sold. 
These meter equipment manuf110turc:rs an: rtquircd to oomply with all of lhc ANSI Cl2.1 rules lhll the Florida 
utllilics 11&\."11 RICIIIIUIICIIdc 10 be iiiCOI'pOfllcd inlo the Commission's mcterinJ rules. noesc ''COdon undermnd 
lhal prod11Ci111 ani! KIIIna mctCfl or iiiSIJUJDellt tranS(ormers with poor pcrfo•monce would ruull in a 
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slpllicant loa 10 their filniR bwiDea. Mclen and lniUument translonnen manufactwtd 1odly are ma1ure 
producu and provide cxcdlcol fCrvioe.. a blab «arce ot IICCUIX)', and l)'plcally hr.-e a proc!Ud pmorrnanc:c 
warranty. It IICICidiiO be empbuizcd lbal tbc ll*lDJ ot DeW llldetl or IJ\IItUmenl translonnen by tbc uulny does 
not ncccssarily rdlcct bow thole llldetl "ill perf'orm ova time once tbcy'vc bcclll:nslallcd a11hc: c:ustomct's 
premise. 

Tatlnc 01 W&UM.r StandardJ 
The tcstina oflaboraiOl)' and portable wauhour standlnla should be in accordance with lhc ANSI Cl2.1· 1995 
rcqulrementJ. This lndusuy Sllt!ldan1 simply JUlies that tbCic IWldards should be: IC51cd on an aamml basis nnd 
Gulf Power bcllcYcs lbal increasing tbc ftllqiiCIIC)' of lhc: laling of these standards is unncccuary and costly. 
The waubour IWidlldl used today ll1l all aolld lUte dcW:a with 110 IDO\ Ina pans. Like other electronic 
deYiccs. Wllthourltllldards ll1l vcry IICQIIItc and albic om" time. When C&illii'CI ol tbCic dcW:a do occur. lhc) 
arc always iDIIen:ally ob\'ious. 

ANSI CI2. 1·199S IWC:S llw tbc laboratory wanllour IWMianls IDUII be ICIIIID tbc NIST or an Independent 
laboraiOI)' fOttaliJ'I. In an dfon to roducc our c:oas wiWe mainlainlnglhc: hipca:t degree of llmii'IC)' with 
traceability ot our llaDdards 10 NIST, Gulf Power would lppiCCiatc: tbc opponunity 10 "ork \\i llt the FPSC to 
C$11blish the ddln.llioft of an '"approYc:d IDdcpendeniiCIIlDJ laboratOty.H Gulfl'o\\"Cr, beina one of1hc: fh-e 
members of the: Southern Compaoy, would like 10 roducc our lndivlduaiiiUndanla tcstina c:osu by sharing these: 
ClOIU \liitb our siJICt oompanies in IJcu of ltaviJI& cadi ot our translet IIUndanla Individually ICJied bY NIST. 

Str"Caallaht& tile p,_t .Urill& ,.Ia 
The present rules arc 0\'Crl)' clclaUed, OUidalod, and dlmcutt to intetpret In many cases. Gulf Power bcJIC\u thai 
11 iJ not prudcllt for the rules10 c::oncain all oltbe "boN 10" clclaliJ, but would rceomrncnd that !he rules simply 
rcler 10 ANSI Cll. l -1995 for thole dclaliL This eoncepcual change "'OUid ensure that both c:uston~ers and 
utilities \\"OUid bcncf• bY allowi111 milCh more ncxibllily 10 respond 10 changes in our rapidly evolving 
equlpmcltl and environment 

Accqltucc .... , 
Gulf Power's 'CI"Cp'IDCC tcsilit& for the laA six ,_.hs siw:M'S llw the II'ICiers I"CCCCC\'Cd from the manufactures 
Call wdl within the lllcni'Cd pcu:eaGF variance of the Florida Public: Seoioe Commission Rules of 1\\0 pcn::c:nL 
Gulf Power cltcc:lced «I II'ICICrs 0111 oC which 0 \\tre found to be out of variance. All meters fell -.ithln +/· 0.6"/o 
of 100% accut~tc.. 
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