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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION F“-E Gﬂ Pg

In Re: Application for rate increase in

Brevard, Charlotte/Lee, Citrus, Clay, Duval,
Highlands, Lake, Marion, Martin, Nassau,
Orange, Osceola, Pasco, Putnam, Seminole,
Volusia, and Washington Counties by
SOUTHERN STATES UTILITIES, INC,;
Collier County by MARCO SHORES UTILITIES
(Deltona); Hernando County by SPRING HILL
UTILITIES (Deltona); and Volusia County by
DELTONA LAKES UTILITIES (Deltona)

DOCKET NO. 920199-WS J
FILED: May 21, 1996
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CITRUS COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’
RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO THE CITY OF KEYSTONE
HEIGHTS’, MARION OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION’S
AND BURNT STORE MARINA’S PETITION TO INTERVENE
AND REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

The Citrus County Board of County Commissioners (“Citrus County™), by and through
their undersigned counsel, files its Response in Opposition to the Petition to Intervene filed by the
City of Keystone Heights (“Keystone”), Marion Oaks Homeowners Association (“Marion Oaks”)
and Burnt Store Marina (“Burnt Store™), who shall be referred to collectively as “Petitioners.” In

support of its Response, Citrus County states as follows:

ACK :I ------ 1.  The instant petition is filed some three and one-half years after the final hearing
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ape _ was held in this docket. Rule 25-22.039, Florida Administrative Code, requires that a petition for
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Order No. PSC-93-1590-FOF-WS, issued November 2, 1993, the petitions to intervene of State
Senator Ginny Brown-Waite, Spring Hill Civic Association, Inc., Sugarmill Manor, Inc., and the
Cypress Village Property Owners Association were all denied as being untimely. More recently,
one of the instant Petitioners, Keystone, as well as the Putnam County Board of County
Commissioners, sought to intervene in this docket following the reversal of the final order and
remand by the First District Court of Appeal. These petitions to intervene were denied in the
Reconsideration Order issued on March 21, 1996.

3. By the instant petition, Keystone is back for a second untimely bite at the
intervention apple in this case. Keystone is joined by both Marion Oaks and Burnt Store, who
made no earlier attempts at intervention. Petitioners’ current argument is that they should be
granted intervenor status in the instant case because they were allowed to intervene during the
conduct of the formal hearing in Docket No. 950495-WS. This stance stretches the time line just
a bit and ignores the particular circumstances of the Office of Public Counsel’s outside counsel
funding efforts, which are specific solely to Docket No. 950495-WS.

4. Where would the Commission draw the line at intervention both as to parties and
time if it grants the Petitioners’ request? Would it be obliged to retroactively grant the petitions
to intervene of every earlier petitioner who was denied for being untimely? And, if three and one-
half years is acceptable under these circumstances t§ grant intervention, what about the parties
with comparable interests to Petitioners who would seek intervention a week from now? Is there
to be no end to the acceptable time for intervention in all Commission cases or do Petitioners

merely ask that we stop with them at this point and in this case?

003575

3821



5, In short, the Petitioners are dramatically and fatally late in their application to
participate in this case. That they were allowed to intervene in Docket No. 950495-WS, or even
whether that decision was correct, is irrelevant to the instant petition.

WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated, the Citrus County Board of County Commissioners
respectfully requests that the Petition to Intervene and Request for Oral Argument filed by the
City of Keystone Heights, Marion Oaks Homeowners Association and Burnt Store Marina be

denied.

Michael B. Twomey
Post Office Box 5256 :
Taliahassee, Florida 32314-5256
(904) 421-9530

and

Larry M. Haag

County Attorney

Citrus County

111 West Main Street, Suite B
Inverness, Florida 34450
(904) 637-9970

Attorneys for Citrus County
Board of County Commissioners
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and accurate copy of the foregoing has been furnished by U.S.

Mail, postage prepaid, this 21st day of May, 1996 to the following persons:

Brian Armstrong, Esquire Michael A. Gross, Esquire
General Counsel Assistant Attorney General
Southem States Utilities, Inc. Department of Legal Affairs
1000 Color Place Room PL-01, The Capitol
Apopka, Florida 32703 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050

Kenneth A, Hoffman, Esquire
Rutledge, Ecenia, Underwood,
Purnell & Hoffiman, P.A.
Post Office Box 551
Tallahassee, Florida 32302

Lila A, Jaber, Esquire

Division of Legal Services

Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0862

Harold McLean, Esquire

Associate Public Counsel

Office of the Public Counsel

c/o The Florida Legislature

111 West Madison Street, Suite 812
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1400

Susan W, Fox, Esquire
MacFarlane, Ferguson
Post Office Box 1531
Tampa, Florida 33601

Joseph A. McGlothlin, Esquire
Vicki Gordon Kaufman, Esquire
117 South Gadsden Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

Darol HN. Carr, Esquire
David Holmes, Esquire

Post Office Drawer 159

Port Charlotte, Florida 33949
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