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MEMOEANDUM
June 12, 1996

TO : DIVISION OF RECORDS & REPORTING
FROM : CHRISTIANA T. MOORE, ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL Ll;( A
RE DOCKET NO. 960169-GU, PROPOSED REPEAL OF RULE 25-7.067,

F.A.C., HEATING VALUE STANDARD FOR MANUFACTURED GAS; RULE
25-7.068, F.A.C., HEATING VALUE TESTS; AND RULE 25-7.069,
F.A.C., CALORIMETER EQUIPMENT; AND AMENDMENT OF RULE 25-
7.085(2) (e), F.A.C., CUSTOMER BILLING

Attached is an original and three copies of the certification
of Rules 25-7.067, 25-7.068, 25-7.069 and 25-7.085(2) (c). The
Department of State must receive the original and two copies of the
certification no later than 5:00 p.m., June 13, 1996. The
Certification includes:

(1) An original and two certified copies of Rules 25-7.067,
25-7.068, 25-7.069 and 25-7.085(2) (c);

(2) A summary of the rules;
(3) A summary of the hearing on the rules; and

(4) A writren statement of the facts and circumstances
justifying the rules.
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DOCKET NO. 9601¢9-GU
CERTIFICATION OF
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
FILED WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

I do hereby certify:

X / (1) The time limitations prescribed by paragraph
120.54 (11) (a), F.S., have been complied with; and

/X/ (2) There is no administrative determination under
section 120.54(4), F.S., pending on any rule covered by this

certification; and

X/ (3) All rules covered by this certification are filed

within the prescribed time limitations of paragraph 120.54(11) (b),
F.S. They are filed not less than 28 days after the notice
required by subsection 120.54(1), F.S., and;

/%/ (a) And are filed not more than 90 days after the

notice; or

/. / (b) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice not
including days an administrative determination was pending; or

/ / (e} Are filed within 21 days after the adjournment of
the final public hearing on the rule; or

L./ (d) Ar; filed within 21 days after the date of receipt
of all material authorized to be submitted at the hearing; or

L ie) Are filed within 21 days after the date the

transcript was received by this agency. &
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Attached are the original and two copies of each rule covered
by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by the

undersigned agency by and upon their filing with the Department of

State.
Specific Law Being
Rulemaking Implemented,
Rule No,. Authority
25_7.967 355-05{1}' FoSt 366-'05:1}.’ Fts-
25-7.068 366.05, F.S. 366.05, F.8.
25-7.069 366.05(1), F.S. 366.05(3), F.S.
25-7.085 366.05(1), F.S. 366.05(1), 366.06(1), F.S.

Under the provision of paragraph 120.54(13)(a), F.S., the
rules take effect 20 days from the date filed with the Department

of State or a later date as set out below:

Effective:

{month) (day) (year)
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Rules 25-7.067, 25-7.068, 25-
7.069 and 25-7.085(2) (c)
Docket No. 960169-GU
SUMMARY OF RULE
The rules being repealed or revised are obsolete provisions

that regulate manufactured gas utility activities.

SUMMARY OF HRARINGS ON THE RULE

No hearing was requested and none was held.

FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFYING THE RULE

Rules 25-7.067, 25-7.068, and 25-7.069, F.A.C., require
manufactured gas utilities to maintain a standard heating value;
require certain heating value tests; and require utilities to
maintain or have access to calorimeter equipment to measure heating
value. The second sentence of Rule 25-7.085(2) (c) prescribes the
heating value factor for manufactured gas utilities. Because no
manufactured gas utilities have been located in Florida for the
past 20 to 30 years, and none are expected to locate within the
State in the foreseeable future, the rules are unnecessary. The
heating value tests and calorimeter equipment prescribed by the
rules were used predominantly for manufactured gas and are also not

needed now.
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a7, 067 MNeaating Value Standard for Manufactured Ga
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Hpeclfie At hority) 366.05(1), F.8.

Law lmplpmuntnﬂ* 366.08(1), F.S.
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: ¥ 25-7.67,_Repealed
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25-7.068 Heating Value Tests.
Specific Authcrity: 366.05, F.S.
Law Implemented: 366.05, F.S.
History: Repromulgated 1/8/75, 5/4/75, formerly 25-7.68, Repealed
1/3/9€.

CODING: Wordsunderlined are additions; words in
struek—threugh type are deletions from existing law.
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25-7.069 Calorimeter Equipment.

Specific Authority: 366.05(1),

F.S8.

Law Implemented: 366.05(3), F.S.

History: Repromulgated 1/8/75, 5/4/75, formerly 25-7.69, Repealed

2/3/96.

CODING: Wordsunderlined are additions; words in
struelk—through type are deletions from existing law.
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25-7.085 Customer Billing.

(1) Bills shall be rendered monthly. With the exception of
a duplicate bill, each customer's bill shall show at least the
following information:

{a) The meter reading and the date the meter was read plus
the meter reading for the previous period. When an electronic
meter is used, the gas volume consumed for the billing month may be
shown. If the gas consumption is estimated, the word "estimated"
shall prominently appear on the bill.

(b) Therms and cubic feet consumed.

{c) The total dollar amount of the bill, indicating

separately:
2 kA Customer charge.
2. Energy (therm) charge exclusive of fuel cost in
cents per therm.
3. Fuel cost in cents per therm (no fuel costs shall

be included in the charge for energy).

4. Total gas cost which is the sum of the customer
charge, total fuel cost and total energy cost.

5. Franchise fees, if applicable.

6. Taxes, as applicable on purchases of gas by the
cu;tamer.

p Any discount or penalty, if applicable.

a. Past due balances.

9. The gross and net billing, if applicable. ﬁg;
e i
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(d) Identific .tion of the applicable rate schedule.

(e} The date by which payment must be made in order to
benefit from any discount or avoid any penalty, if applicable.

(f) The average daily therm consumption for the current
period and for the same period in the previous year, for the same
customer at the same location.

(g) The delinguent date or the date after which the bill
becomes past due.

(h) Any conversion factors which can be vsed by customers to
convert from meter reading units to billing units.

(i) Where budget billing is used, the bill shall contain the
current month’s consumption and charges separately from budgeted
amounts.

{40 The name of the utility plus the address and telephone
number of the local office where the bill can be paid and questions
concerning the bill can be answered.

(2) All gas utilities shall charge for gas service on a
thermal basis instead of on a volume basis. The provisions
governing customer billing on a thermal basis shall be as follows:

(a) The unit of serrice shall be the "Therm."

{(b) The number of therms which shall have been taken by
consumer during a.given periocd shall be determined by multiplying
the difference in the meter readings in cubic feet at the beginning
and end of the period by the conversion factors in (1) (h) including

a heat:ng-value factor which has been determined as prescribed in

CODING: Wordsunderlined are additions; words in
strueh—through type are deletions from existing law.
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(¢} below.
(c) The heating-value factor for gas utilities receiving and
distributing natural gas shall be the average thermal value of the

natural gas received and distributed during the preceding month.

For—manufactured—gas—ubilitieo—the—heating—vaive—factor—ohali—be
he—heating—value—standard—which—the—utilityhas—on—file—with—the
Commisgion—divided—by 100,000 —provided—that—during—the—ecalendar
month—Rearest—coineiding—with—the—pilling—peried—the—average
heating—value—as—determined—under—Rule—25—7 H68t4—to—at—or—above
that—etandard- In case the average heating value during the
calendar month has been below the standard, then the value to be
used in determining the factor shall be the heating value standard
minus a deduction of one percent (1%) for each one percent (1%) or
fraction thereof that the average heating value has been below the
standard.

{d) The consumer shall be billed to the nearest c~e-tenth of
a therm.

(3) Whenever the period of service for which an initial or
opening bill would be rendered is less than the normal billing
period, no bill for tiat period need be rendered if the volume
amount consumed is carried over and included in the next regular
monthly billing. .If, however, a bill for such period is rendsred,
the applicable charges, including minimum charges, shall be
prorated.

{4) Franchise Fees.
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(a} When a municipality charges a utility any franchise fee,
the utility may collect that fee only from its customers receiving
service within that municipality. When a county charges a utility
any franchige fee, the utility may collect that fee only from its
customers receiving service within that county.

{(b) A company may not incorporate any franchise fee into its
other rates for service.

{c) This subsection shall not be construed as granting a
municipality or county the authority to charge a franchise fee.
This subsection only specifies the method of collection of a
franchise fee, if a municipality or county, having authority to do
so, charges a franchise fee.

{5) When there is sufficient cause, estimated billings may be
used by a utility provided that with the customer’s third
consecutive estimated billing the customer is informed of the
reason for the estimation and whom to contact to obtain an actual
meter reading if one is desired. An actual meter reading must be
taken at least once every six months. If an estimated bill appears
to be abnormal once an actual meter reading is obtained, the bill
for the entire estimation period shall be computed at a rate based
on use of service during the entire period and the estimated bill
shall be deducted. If there is substantial evidence that such use
occurred during only one billing period, the bill shall be
computed,

(6) Regular meter reading dates may be advanced or postponed
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not more than five days without a proration of the billing for the
period.

(7) The practices employed by each utility regarding customer
billing shall have uniform application to all customers on the same
rate schedule.

Specific Authority: 366.05(1), F.S.

Law Implemented: 366.05(1), 366.06(1), F.S.

History: Amended 12/15/73, Repromulgated 1/8/75, amended 5/4/75,
11/21/82, 12/26/82, formerly 25-7.85, Amended 10/10/95, 7/3/96.
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25-7.000 PFUBLIC SERVICE C© MISSION

be made by the Covamisson w0 e customer.
Speciflic Awborny MA03 1) FS uvhﬂua;;
100

0%y F3 H iy — Apereticd
Repromulgaied | 475, 5478, Farmerly 13-7.84

25-7.067 Heating Valee Sasdards for
Masufscrured Gas
{1} Each manulsciured gus wiiliny shall crabink
mainwin, with the approval of Lhe Commutaion,
heaung value for s produc This
value mandard, expremsed in BTU per

subsuiuie gas u disnibuied by the
quality shall be such Lhat  the
prriormance, when used aa & fuel,
susiaciory regardien of the heating

Sproilic Awiborny M4.0X1) F3 Law [mpiemesed
26d 0341) FE Humery = Eeprompbpused |=8-T5 §-d-75,
Formeriy 2T 47

25-7.068 Heating Value Tesa.

J1) Tema lor besung value shall be made i 2
5= or locaions  which will insure a2
cnaatrve samphing of Uhe gas being seni out 1o
yuem

heating value made on that day.
wuch daily averages shall be waien 2
average

(4} Gas which has been compressed 10
Tiwe (54 pounds per sguare inch thall be

V.12, p 208

slher Abiural

N pyir e oo, s,
JdiS F3 Hmwery—Rrpromuigewd |0-75 475
Formerty 24-7 64

25-7.069 Calorimeter Equipment

) The wtilivy shall mainain or have sccess i
1ype calonimee: locaied as spesilied in

T.068(1).

wiilily may use a sandard recording

shall be maintaned in proper

working shall be pibpoued 10 scTurscy
et W bean time & year o feur month
imiervall with & calorimeier of againg §
vandsrd gua

(3) The calorimeter, of iening, and
m;ﬁtﬁﬂlh W inapection and
approval of 1he
Specific Awbanie 30051} F5 Law
Md 037)) F3. Homary— JolheT3, $ede T3,
Formerty 25768

25-7.070 Sealing Meters. All mewery wesued for
inmallation shall be sealed &1 the lime of ihe s by
the meterman performang he 123 The seal shall be
of a type thai will ensure deweciion of mpering
Thvose willivies wning s compression (ype lead seal
shall have a3 & sealing 1ol 3 devicr furnished witk
die, which thall bear the inkials of the uillity
Ukilihes wning 8 anap un 1ype seal shall have the seal
mamped in & umilar manner,

Sprcific Awihoruy MADS 1L 312 FS Law
Impiomenied J8b.05(3) F3. Hiwwrp=New 3-13-M,
Formaviy 1577

247071 Messuring Camomer Service.
(1) All gas sold w0 cusomers shall be messured
by commeroally asccepuable  measuning  devices

Iighung.
which case the consumpnion may be waloulied o
billed on & i or as prowided in ihe aiiluy’s fled
il
(2Ma) Individual gas mewering by ihe wiiliy
thall be required for cach SPMram oCTwpandcy wiii
of mew commercal cnsblishmems, revdeniial
bulldings. condeminmumi. TOOPErBUYEL. MAnAL,
and trailer, mebile home ard reereational vehide
for whaeh ermpirucinn i commenced aler
January 1, 1987 This requiremens shall apply
whether or not bt [aclity o engaged in &
uime-sharing plan  Individusl mevens vhall ma,
however, be mequined

I In  those poruoss of a3 commercial
cnablishmenl where Lhe Noor spacy dimensions or
physical configurauon of the unit are subgn o
alierzion, a1 evidenord by ROR-IFUCieral Femen
paniton walls, undews the wiilny drermines tha
adequaic provinomn cin be made 0 modily he
mevening 1o scvurmaely reflec such aheravons,

2 For gas used in ceniral hesting. ceniral waver
heating ventslaung and air condivaning 1veem, of
gai back wp servcr 1o Morage healing and (ooling
EVAIET,
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