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June 12, 1996 

TO DIVISION OF RECORDS & REPORTING 

FROM CHRISTIANA T. MOORE, ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSELc;(rl\ 

RE DOCKET NO. 960169-GU, PROPOSED REPEAL OF RULE 25·7 .067, 
P.A.C., HEATING VALUE STANDARD FOR MANUFACTURED GAS; ROLE 
25-7.068, F .A. C., HEATING VALUB TESTS/ AND RilLE 25-7.069, 
F .A.C., CALORIMETER EQUIPMENT; AND AMENDMENT OF RilLE 25-
7.085(2) (c), P. A.C., CJSTOMER BILLING 

Attached is an original and three copies of the certification 
of Rules 25-7.067, 25-7.068, 25 -7.069 and 25-7.085 (2 )(c). The 
Department of State must receive the original and t wo copies o f the 
certification no later than 5:00 p.m., June 13, 1996. The 
Certification includes: 

(ll An original and two certified copies of Rules 25-7.067, 
2:5-7.068, 25-7.069 and 25- 7. 08S (2) (c) 1 

(2 ) A summary of the rules; 

(3) A summary of the hearing on the rules ; and 

{4 l A written statement of the facts and cir cumstances 
justifying the rules. 
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DOCKET NO. 9601~0-0U 

CERTIFICATION OF 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION ADMIN1STRATIVE RULES 

FILED WITH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

I do hereby certify: 

L/ ( 1) The cime limicaCi<ms prescribed by paragraph 

120.54(11) (a), F.S., have been complied wich; and 

~I ( 2) There is no adminiatracive determinacion llnder 

sec cion 120.54 {4), F. S., pending on any rule covered by Chis 

certification; and 

LXI (3) All rules covered by this cercification are filed 

within the prescribed time limitations of paragraph 120.54 (11 ) (b) , 

F .s. They are filed not l ess than 28 days after the nocice 

required by subsection 120.54 (1 ), F.S., and; 

/AI (a) And are filed not more than 90 days after the 

notice; or 

Ll {b) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice not 

i ncluding days an administrative determination was pending; or 

L/ (c) Are fil •d within n days after the adjournment of 

the final public hearing on the rule ; or 

L/ (d) Are filed within 21 days after the date of receipt 

o f all material authorized to be oubmitted at the hearing; or 

L/ (e) Are filed within 21 days after the date the 

tranGcr i p t wa s received by this agency. 
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Attached are th~ original and two copies of each rule covered 

by this certification. The rules ar e hereby adopted by the 

und~rsigt.ed agency by and upon their flling with the Department of 

State. 

Rule No. 

25-7.067 

25-7.068 

25-7.069 

25-7.085 

Rulemaking 
Authority 

366.05(1), F.S. 

366.05, F .S. 

366.05(1) , F.S. 

366.05(1), F.S. 

S pec ific Law Being 
Implemented, 
Interpreted or Modo Specific 

366.05(1), F.S. 

366.05, F .S. 

366 .05 (3 ), F.S. 

366.05(1), 366.06(1), F.S. 

Under the provision of paragraph 120.54 (13) (a), F.S., the 

rules take effect 20 days fro~ the date filed with the Department 

of State or a later date as set out below: 

Effective: 
(month) (day) (year) 

Number of Pages Certified 

IS E A L) 



• • 
Rules 25-7.067, 25-7.068, 25 -
7.069 and 25-7.085(2) (c) 
Docket No . 960169 - GO 

SUMMARY OP Rt1L8 

The rules being repealed or revised arc obsolete proviRiono 

that regulate manufactured gas utility activities. 

SU'MJQ.RY OP HJIIARINOS ON 'l'Hll Rt1L& 

No hearing was requested and none was held. 

PACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCIS JUSTIFYING ~ Rt1L8 

Rules 25-7 .067, 25-7. 068, and 25-7.069, P. A.C., require 

manufactured gas utilities to maintain a standard heating value; 

require certain heat ing value tests ; and require utilities to 

maintain or have access to calori~eter equipment to measure heating 

value. The second sentence of Rule 25-7.085(2) (c) prescribes the 

heating value factor for manufactured gas utilities. Because no 

manufactured gas utilities have been located in Florida for the 

past 20 to 30 yearo, and none are expected to locate within the 

State in the foreseeable future, the rules are unnecessary. The 

h~ating value tests and calorimeter equipment prescribed by the 

rules were used predominantly !or manufactured gas and ~tre also not 

needed now. 
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~ 1 lln/ II "ling Value Standax:d for Manufaceured Gas. 
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1 25-7.068 Heating Value Tests. 

2 Specific Auth~rity: 366.05, F.S. 

3 Law Implemented: 366.05, F.S. 

4 History : Repromulgated 1/8/75, 5/4/75, formerly 25-7.68. Repeal,d 

5 7/3/96 . 
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CODING: Wordsunderlined are additions; words in 
ai:J·~elE .,~u·e~!h type are deletions from existing law. 
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1 25-7.069 Calorimeter Equipment. 

2 Speci f ic Authority: 366.05(1), F.S. 

3 Law Implement ed: 366 . 05(3), F.S. 

• 
4 History: Repromulgated 1/8/75, 5/4/75, formerly 25-7.69. Repealed 

5 713/96. 
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1 25-7.085 CUstome~ Billing. 

2 (1) Bills shall be rendered monthly . With the exception of 

3 a duplicate bill. each customer• s bill shall show at l.,ast the 

4 following information : 

5 (a) The meter reading and the date the meter was read plus 

6 the meter reading for the previous period. When an electronic 

7 meter is used, the gas volume consumed for the billing nonth may be 

8 shown. If the gas consumption is estimated, the word •estimated• 

9 shall prominently appear on the bill. 

10 (b) Therms and cubic feet consumed. 

11 (c) The total dollar amount of the bill, indicating 

12 separately: 

13 1. 

14 2 . 

15 

16 3. 

1 7 

18 4 . 

19 

20 5. 

21 6. 

22 

23 7. 

24 8. 

25 9. 

CUstomer charge . 

Energy (therml charge excluoive of fuel cost in 

cents per therm. 

Fuel coat i n cents per therm (no fuel costs shall 

be included in the charge for energy) . 

Total gas cost which is the sum o! the customer 

charge, tr>tal fuel cost and tot 1 energy cost. 

Franchise fees, if applicable. 

Taxes. as applicable on purchases of gas by the 

customer. 

Auy diocount or penalty, if applicable. 

Past due balances. 

~....,_ 
".•. 

The gross and net billing, if applicabl~ . 

~ . 
~~-... o1' 

<-,• ~ 
CODING: Wordsunderlined are additions; words in ~- ,~ 
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1 (dl tdentific.tion of the applicable rate schedule. 

2 (e) The date by which payment must be made in order to 

3 b~nefit from any discount or avoid any penalty, if applicable. 

4 ( fl The average daily therm consumption for the current 

5 period and for the same period in the previous year, for the same 

6 customer at the aame location. 

7 (gl The delinquent date or the date after which the bill 

8 becomes past due. 

9 (h) Any conversion factors which can be 1•serl by customers to 

10 convert from meter r eading uni ts to billing unite. 

11 (i) Where budget billing is used, the bill shall contain the 

12 current month's consumption and chargee separately from budgeted 

13 amounts. 

14 (j) The name of the utility plus the address and telephone 

15 number of the local off ice where the bill can be paid and questions 

16 concerning the bill can be answered. 

17 (2) 1\ll gas utilities shall char ge for gas service on a 

18 thermal basis instead of on a volume basio. The provisions 

19 governing cuotomer billing on a thermal basis shall be as follows: 

20 Cal The unit of ser1ice shall be the "Therm.• 

21 (b) The number of therma which shall have been taken by 

22 consumer during a given period shall be determined by multiplying 

23 the difference in the meter readings in cubic feet at the beginning 

24 and end of the period by the conversion factors in (1) Chl including 

25 a heat~ng-value factor which has been determined as prescribed in 

CODING. Wordsunderlined are additions; words in 
ee.uek t~•e~!~ type are deletions from existing law. 
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1 (c) below. 

2 (c) The heating-value factor for gas utilities receiving and 

3 distributing natural gas shall be t he average thermal value of the 

4 natural gas received and di&tributed during th~ preceding month. 

5 Fer IIUiftl*faeet*~ed gee I*I!H!eiee l!he heallil'lg valwe faeter ehall be 

G the fteaeiAg ._.altte :eearu!iarel ·A·ftieh ~he ttt-ilit!y hae el'\ file tA·ith the 

7 CeMmieei:eft, divideS hy 199 1999, previfieel thae tl\tri Plg the ealeftdal! 

8 ft'teftt ft fteareet eelPteielift!l t,,;ith ehe Billift! perifNI the avera!fe 

9 !<!eating ···eltte ae ael!eNil'lea ttftdel" Rl*le i15 7 9GR ( • ) ie ae er abeve 

In case the average heating value during the 

11 calendar month has been below the standard, then the value to be 

12 used in determin ing the f3ctor shall be the heating value standard 

13 minus a deduction of one percent (1t) f or each one percent (1\) or 

14 f ract ion thereof that t he average heat ing value has been below the 

15 standard. 

16 (d) The consumer shall be billed to the nearest cr~-tenth of 

17 a therm. 

18 (3) Whenever the per iod of service f or which an initial or 

:9 opening bill would be rendered is less than the nor.nal billing 

20 period, no bill fo r t 1at period need be rendered if the volume 

21 amount consumed is carried over and included in the next regular 

22 monthly billing. If, howev6r, a bill for such period is rrnd~red, 

23 the applicable charges, including minimum charges, shall be 

24 prorated. 

25 ( 4 ) Franchise Fees. 

COD INO: Wordsunderlined are additions; words in 
allllt'llelt elotre~tgh type are deletions from existing law. 
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1 (a} When a l"unicipality charges a utility any franchise fee, 

2 t he util ity may collect that fee only from its customdrs receiving 

J service wichin that municip~lity. When 1 county chargee a utility 

4 any franch~ee fee, the utility may collect that fee only from its 

5 customers receiving service within that county. 

6 (b) A company may not incorporate any franchise fee into its 

7 other rates for service. 

8 (c) This subsection shall not be construed as granting a 

9 municipality or county the authority t o charge a franchise fee. 

10 This subsection only specifies the method of collection o f a 

11 franchise fee, if a municipality or county, having authority to do 

12 so, charges a franchise fee . 

l3 (5) When there is sufficient cause, estimated billings may be 

14 used by a utility provided that wirh t he customer's third 

15 consecutive estiMated billing the customer is informed o f the 

16 reason for the estimat ion and whom to contact to obtain an actual 

17 meter reading i f one is desired. An actual meter reading must be 

18 taken at laast once every six months. If an estimated b1ll appears 

19 to be abnormal once an actual meter reading is obtained, the bill 

2!> for the entire estimati•)n period shall be computed at a rate based 

21 on use of service during the entire period and the estimated bill 

22 shall be deducted . If there is substantial evidence that such use 

23 occurred during only one billing period, the bill shall be 

24 computed. 

25 (6) Regular meter reading dates may be advanced o r postponed 

CODING: Wordsunderl i ned are additions; words in 
sl!r~teh I!MSit!Jft type Are deletions from exi sting law. 
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1 not more than five days without a proration of the billing for the 

2 period. 

3 (7) The practices employed by each util ity regarding customer 

4 billing s hall have uniform application to all c:uotomers on the same 

5 rate schedule. 

6 Specific: Authority: 366.05(1), F .S. 

7 Law I mplemented: 366.05(1), 366.06 (1) , P. S. 
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History: 

11/21/82, 

Amended 12/15/ 73, Repromulgated 1 /8/75, amended 5/4/75, 

12/26/82, formerly 25 - 7.85, Amended 10/10/9~ . 7/3/9~. 
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