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Sovember 6, 1996

]

Mrs. Blanca 8. Bayo

Director, Division of Records and Reporting
Fiorda Public Service Commission

2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard

Lallahassee, Florida 32399

Re: Negotiated  Interconnection  Agreement Between MES  Communications

Company Inc. and United Telephone Company of Flovida
[ear Mrs. Bavo:

On behalt of MFS Communications Company, Inc. ("MFEFS7). enclosed for filing are an
original and 15 copies of a negotiated interconnection agreement between MES and United
I'elephone Company of Florida (*"Spant™). The enclosed Agreement is filed for commission review
and approval pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 252(e)1).

I'he parties withdrew the interconnection issues contained in the enclosed Agreement from
their recent Telecommunications Act of 1996 arbitration, Docket No, W60R38-TP.5 Consistent with
federal law and MFS™ and Sprint’s positions in the arbitration, the parties” negotiated agreement s
submitted for Commission consideration

Alsoenclosed is anextra copy ol the Agreement. Please date stamp the extra copy and retumn
it in the enclosed selt-addressed envelope.

. See September 19, 1996 Hearing Transcript at 7-8, Docket No. 960838-T1 (withdrawing
provisions of negotiated agreement from arbitration).

; Prehearing Order, Order No. PSC-96-1154-PHO-TP, Docket No. 960838-TP, at 20 (Sept
17, 1996) (setuing forth parties’ positions on filing of negotiated agreement)
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PARTIAL INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT FOR LLATA 458
Dated as of September 19, 1996
by and between
UNITED TELEPHONE COMPANY OF FLORIDA
and

MFS COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY, INC.
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PARTIAL INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT FOR LATA 458

This Partial Interconnection Agreement ("Agreement”), is effective as of the 19th day of
September, 1996 (the "Effective Date"), by and between United Telephone Company of Florida
(“Sprint”) a Florida corporation, with offices at 555 Lake Border Drive, Apopka, Flonda 32703,
and MFS Communications Company, Inc., (“MFS”) a Delaware corporation, with offices located
at Six Concourse Parkway, Suite 2100, Atlanta, Georgia 30328, on behalf of itself and its
operating subsidiaries in Florida, including, Metropolitan Fiber Systems of Florida, Inc.

WHEREAS, the Parties want to interconnect their networks at mutually agreed upon
points of interconnection to provide Telephone Exchange Services and Exchange Access Services
(as defined below) to their respective Customers in LATA 458,

WHEREAS, the Parties are entering into this Agreement to set forth the respective
obligations of the Parties and the terms and conditions under which the Parues will interconnect
their networks and provide other services as required by the A~ (15 defined below) and
additional services as set forth herein, in LATA 458,

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein and
other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby
acknowledged, MFS and Sprint hereby agree as follows:

1.0 DEFINITIONS

As used in this Agreement, the following terms shall have the meanings specified below
in this Section 1.0.

1.1 "Act” means the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.) as
amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, and as from time to time interpreted in the
duly authorized rules and regulations of the FCC or the Commission

1.2 "ADSL" or "Asymmetrical Digital Subscriber Line" means a transmission
technology which transmits an asymmetrical digital signal using one of a variety of line codes

1.3 "Affiliate” is As Defined in the Act.

1.4 "As Defined in the Act” means as specifically defined by the Act and as from
time to time interpreted in the duly authorized rules and regulations of the FCC or the
Commussion.

1.5 "As Described in the Act” means as described in or required by the Act and as
from time to time interpreted in the duly authorized rules and regulations of the FCC or the

Commission
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1.6 "Automatic Number Identification” or "ANI" means a Feature Group D signaling
parameter which refers to the number transmitted through a network identifying the billing
number of the calling party.

1.7 “BLV/BLVI Traffic” means an operator service call in which the caller Inquires
as (o the busy status of or requests an interruption of a call on another Customer's Telephone

Exchange Service line.

1.8 "Calling Party Number" or "CPN" is a Common Channel Interoffice Signaling
("CCIS") parameter which refers to the number transmitted through a network identifying the
oniginating telephone number.

1.9 "Central Office Switch” means a switch used to provide Telccommunications
Services, including, but not limited to:

(a) "End Office Switches” which are used to terminate Customer station
Loops for the purpose of interconnection to each other and to interoffice trunks: and

(b) "Tandem Office Switches" or “Tandems™ which are used to connect and
switch trunk circuits between and among other Central Office Switches.

A Central Office Switch may also be employed as a combination End Office/Tandem
Office Switch.

1.10  “CCS" means one hundred (100) call seconds.

I.11  “CLASS Features” means certain CCIS-based features available to Customers
including, but not limited to: Automatic Call Back; Call Trace; Caller Identification and related
blocking feawres; Distinctive Ringing/Call Waiting; Selective Call Forward: and Selective Call

Rejection.

1.12° "Collocation" means an arrangement whereby one Party's (the “Collocating
Party”) facilities are terminated in equipment necessary for Interconnection or for access to
Network Elements on an unbundled basis which has been installed and maintained at the
premises of a second Party (the “Housing Party™). For purposes of Collocation, the "premises”
of a Housing Party is limited to an occupied structure or portion thereof in which such Housing
Party has the exclusive right of occupancy.  Collocation may be “physical™ or “viral” . In
"Physical Collocation,” the Collocating Party installs and maintains its own equipment in the
Housing Party's premises. In “Virtal Collocation,” the Housing Party installs and maintains the
Collocating Party's equipment in the Housing Panty's premises Equipment eligible for
collocation shall be as determined by the FCC or the Commission pursuant to the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.
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1.13  "Commission” or “PSC" means the Florida Public Service Commission

1.14  "Common Channel Interoffice Signaling” or "CCIS" means the signaling system,
developed for use between switching systems with stored-program control, in which all of the
signaling information for one or more groups of trunks is transmitted over a dedicated
high-speed data link rather than on a per-trunk basis and, unless otherwise agreed by the Parues,
the CCIS used by the Parties shall be S57.

I.1I5  "Cross Connection” means a connection provided pursuant to Collocation at the
Digital Signal Cross Connect, Main Distribution Frame or other suitable frame or panel between
() the Collocating Party's equipment and (ii) the equipment or facilities of the Housing Party

1.16 "Customer” means a third-party residence or business that subscribes 1o
Telecommunications Services provided by either of the Parties.

1.17  "Dialing Parity” is As Defined in the Act. As used ir this Agreement, Dialing
Parity refers to both Local Dialing Parity and Toll Dialing Parity. "1 ocal Dialing Parity™ means
the ability of Telephone Exchange Service Customers of one LEC 1o place local calls 10
Telephone Exchange Service Customers of another LEC, without the use of any access code and
with no unreasonable dialing delay. “Toll Dialing Parity” means the ability of Telephone
Exchange Service Customers of a LEC to have their toll calls (inter or intraLata) routed 1o a toll
carrier (intralLATA or interLATA) of their selection without dialing access codes or additional
digits and with no unreasonable dialing delay.

1.18  "Dignal Signal level” means one of several transmussion rates in  the
tume-division multiplex hierarchy.

1.19  "Digial Signal Level 0" or "DS0" means the 64 Kbps zero-level signal in the
time-division multiplex hierarchy

1.20  "Digital Signal Level 1" or "DS1" means the 1.544 Mbps first-level signal in the
tme-division multiplex hierarchy. In the time-division multiplexing hierarchy of the telephone
network, DS1 is the initial level of multiplexing.

1.21  "Digital Signal Level 3" or "DS3" means the 44 736 Mbps third-level i the
tme-division multiplex hierarchy. In the ume-division multiplexing hierarchy of the telephone
network, DS3 is defined as the third level of muluplexing

1.22  “Exchange Access Service”™ is As Defined in the Act




1.23  "Exchange Message Record” or "EMR" means the standard used for exchange of
Telecommunications message information among Telecommunications providers for billable,
non-billable, sample, settlement and study data. EMR format is contained in Bellcore Practice

BR-010-200-010 CRIS Exchange Message Record.
1.24 "FCC" means the Federal Communications Commission.

1.25  "Fiber-meet” means an Interconnection architecture method whereby the Parties
physically interconnect their networks via an optical fiber interface (as opposed to an electrical
interface) at a mutually agreed upon location.

1.26  “HDSL" or "High-Bit Rate Digital Subscriber Line” means a transmission
technology which transmits up to a DS1-level signal, using any one of the following line codes:
2 Binary / 1 Quarntenary ("2B1Q"), Carrierless AM/PM, Discrete Multitone ("DMT"). or 3
Binary / 1 Octet ("3B10").

1.27  “Information Service Traffic” means Local Traffic or IntraLATA Toll Traffic
which originates on a Telephone Exchange Service line and which is addressed to an information
service provided over a Party's information services platform (c.g., 976).

1.28  “Integrated Digital Loop Carrier” means a subscriber loop carrier system which
integrates within the switch at a DS1 level that is twenty-four (24) local Loop transmission paths
combined into a 1.544 Mbps digital signal.

1.29 “Interconnection” is As Described in the Act and refers to the connection of
separate pieces of equipment, facilities, or platforms between or within networks for the purpose
of transmission and routing of Telephone Exchange Service traffic and Exchange Access traffic.

1.30  "Interexchange Carrier” or "IXC" means a carrier that provides, directly or
indirectly, interLLATA or intralLATA Telephons Toll Services.

1.31  "Interim Number Portability” or "INP" is As Described in the Act

1.32  "InterLATA" is As Defined in the Act

1.33  "Integrated Services Digital Network” or "ISDN" means a switched network
service that provides end-to-end digital connectivity for the simultancous transmission of voice
and data. Basic Rate Interface-1ISDN (BRI-ISDN) provides for a digital transmission of two 64
kbps bearer channels and one 16 kbps data channel (2B + D).

1.34  "IntraLATA Toll Traffic® means those intraLATA station calls that are not
defined as Local Traffic in this Agreement.




1.35  "Local Access and Transport Area™ or "LATA™ 18 As Detined i the Act

1.36  "Local Traffic* (ncluding Extended Area Service (EAS)). means those calls as
defined by Sprint’s local calling areas, as described i maps, tanifts or rate schedules filed wil,
and approved by the Commussion as of the date of this Agreement, provided that. dunine e
term of this Agreement, in no event shall a Local Trathic call be less than the local callmye Liea
as defined on the Effecuve Date

1.37  "Local Exchange Cartier” or "LECT i As Detined m the Act

138 "Local Loop Transnussion” or "Loop™ means the entire ransmission path which
extends from the network intertace or demarcation point at a Customer s prenmses o the M
Distribution Frame or other designated frame or panel m a Party's Wire Center which serves the
Customer  Loops are defined by the electrical mterface rather than th - tvpe of tacihity used

1.39  "Losses™ means any and all losses, costs tncluding court costs). clamms, damages
ancluding fines, penalties, and commal or avil judements and settlements), muries, habihies
and expenses tncluding attorneys” fees)

140 "Main Dustribution Frame™ or "MDE means the distibunon frame of the Party
providing the Toop used 1o interconnect cable paus and line and teunk, vquipment ermimals on

swilching svsten

LAL - "MECAB™ refers 1o the Muluple Eachange Carner Access Billing (MECAT)
document prepared by the Billing Commuttee of the Ordening and Billing Forum (OB, which
tunctions under the auspices of the Carnier Liaison Commuttee (CLC) of the Alliaoce for
Telecommumications Industry Solutions (ATIS)  The MECAB document, published by Bellcore
as Special Report SR-BDS-000983. contms the recommended sudelines for the billing of an
acecess service provided by two or more LECs, of by one LEC i two or more states within a

sinele LATA

1.42 "MECOD" refers 1o the Muluple Exchange Carners Ordening and  Desien
(MECOD) Guidehnes for Access Services - Industry Support Intertace, o document developed by
the: Ordenng Provisioning. Commuttee under the auspices of the Ordenmge and Billing T-orum
(OBEF). winch tuncuons under the auspices of the Carner Luson Committee (CLCY of the
Alliance tor Telecommunications Industey Solutions (ATIS)  The MECOD document. published
by Bellcore as Speaial Report SROSTS 002643 establishes methods 1o processmg orders tor

access service which s o be provided by two or mote 1.1Cy

143 “Meetpomt Billing” or "MPB™ qeters w0 the alime arraneement  for the
mierconnection ol facihoes between two o more FECS for the routme o traftic oo and rom
another imtereschunge carner




.44 “Muluple Bil/Smele Tanff™ as defimed by the mdustry « MECAB document
means the meet-pont billing method where each LEC prepares and renders s own meet poim
bill in accordance with its own tantl for the portion of the jomtly-provided Switched Access
Service which the LEC provides  Sometimes erroncously referred 1o “Mulnple Bil/Muluple

Tanfl™ method
145 “"Nerwork Element”™ 15 As Defined in the Act

1.46  "Network Element Bona Fide Request” means the process deseribed on Falubi A
that prescribes the terms and conditions relating o a Party's request that the other Parny provade
4 Network Element not otherwise provided by the terms of this Agreement

1.47  "North American Numbermg Plan™ or "NANP”™ means the numberning plan used
n the United States that also serves Canada, Bermuda, Puerto Rico and certan Carihbean
Islands. The NANP format is a 10-digit number that consists of a 3-digit NPA code (commonly
referred 1o as the area code), followed by a 3-digat NXX code and 4 dieat e number

148 "Number Portabiliuy ™ 1« As Defined in the Act

1.49  "NXX" means the three digne code which appears as the fist three digats ol
seven dign telephone number

130 "Party™ means enther Sprint or MES, and “"Parties” mean Spont and MES

L3I “Public Satety Answening Pomnt™ ("PSAP™ ) means an amswermg location tor 911
calls origmanng m a given area A PSAP may be designed as Pomary o Secondary, winch
refers to the order an which calls are directed for answering,  Primars PSAPs respond first,
Secondary PSAPs receive calls on a transfer basis only, and generally serve as o centrabized
answenng location for o particular type of emergency call  PSAPS are statted by emplovees of
Service: Agencies such as pohice. tire or emerpency medical avencies or cmplovees ol o
common bureau serving a group of such entities

1.52 "Rate Center™ means the specitic geographic pomnt which has heen designated by g,
piven LEC as bemng associated with o particular NPA NXX code whieh has been asstened 1o the
LEC for ats provision of Telephone Exchange Service The Rate Center s the fimite peognaphi
pomt denntied by a speaific V&H coordimate, wineh s used by that LEC 1o measure. for balling
purposes. distance sensitive trnsmission services associted with the speatic Rate Center

L33 "Reaprocal Compensation”™ i As Described i the Act, amd reters 1o the i e nt
arrangements  that recover  costs  mcurted tor the transport  and  termnnation of
Telecommumications ongmatng on one Party’s network and ternmmatng on the other Party

network
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1.54  "Routng Pomnt™ means a location which & LEC has designated onoats own network,
as the homing (rounng) pomt for inbound tralfic w one or more of s NPA-NXX codes  The
Routing Pomnt 1s also used to calculate nuleage measurements for the distance-sensitive transport
clement charges of Switched Exchange Access Services  Pursuant to Bell Communications
Research, Inc. ("Bellcore™) Practice BR 795 104100 (the “Bellcore Pracuce™). the Rounng Pou
(referred 1o as the "Raung Point™ an such Belleore Practice) may be an End Othee Swiich
locanon, or a "LEC Consortium Point ot Interconnection ™ Pursuant to such Bellcore Practice
cach "LEC Consortum Pomnt of Interconnection” shall be desipnated by i common language
location wennfier (CLLD code wath (0KD i posinons 9, 10, 11, where () may be am
alphanumeric A-Z or 009 The Routing Point must be located within the LATA i which the
corresponding NPA-NXX 1 located  However, Routing Pomnts associated with each NPA NXX
need not be the same as the corresponding Rate Center, nor must there be a umque and separate
Rouung Point corresponding 1o each umque and separate Rate Center, provided only that the
Rounng Pomnt associated with a given NPA-NXX must be located in the same LATA as the Rate
Center assoctated with the NPA-NXX

155 "Signaling Transter Pomt™ or "STP" means a signalioe neant that performs
message routng  tunctions and provides ntormation tor the routing ol messages  between
sienahing points within or between CCIS networks An STP transnts, receives and  processes

CCIS messapes

156 "Switched Access Detnl Usage Data™ means a cateeors TIOIXN recond
detined o the EMER Bellcore Practice BI 0010 200 010

1.57  “Switched Access Summiny Usage Data™ means o cateeory 11S0XN record as
denined in the EMR Bellcore Practice BR 010-200-010

.58 “Swuched Exchange Access Service™ means the offenng ol transnussion o
switching services 1o Telecommumcations Carriers for the purpose ot the oremation or
termmaton of Telephone Toll Service  Swatched Exchange Access Services include  Feature
Group A, Feawre Gioup B, Feature Group 1), BOO/ERE access. and 900 access and ther
successor or stmilar Switched Exchanee Access Services

1.59  “Synchronous Optical Network™ or “SONET™ 1s an optical intertace standard that

allows mterworking of transmission produces from multuple vendors (e mid spitn mieetsy The
base rate 18 5184 Mbps (OC-1STS Drand ngher vates are direet muluples of the base rite, up

to 1322 Ghps

L6l “Techmically Feasible Pomt” v As Described m the Act

L.l "Telecommumcations™ s As Detmed m the At



1.62  "Telecommunicanons Act™ means the Telecommunications Act of 1996 amd am
rules and regulations promulgated thereunder

1.63  "Telecommumicanons Carrier” 1s As Delined in the Act
1.64  “Telecommumcations Service” 15 As Delined i the At
1.65  "Telephone Exchange Service™ is As Defined m the Act
1.66  "Telephone Toll Service™ 15 As Detined m the Act

1.67  “Wire Center™ means an occupied structure or portion thereot i wihich o Parny
has the exclusive nght of occupancy and which serves as o Routing Pomnt tor Switched Exchange

Access Service
2.0 INTERPRETATION AND CONSTRUCTION.

All references to Secuons, Extubns and Schedules shall be deemed 1o be references o
Secnons of, and Exhibus and Schedules to, this Agreement unless the context shall otherwise
require: The headings of the Sections and the terms defined m Schedule 1.0 are inserted for
convemience of reference only and are not mtended 1o be a part of or 1o affect the meaning or
mterpretation of this Agreement  Unless the context shall otherwise require, any reterence o
anyapreement. other ainstrument ancluding Spont or other thied party ofterings, purdes o
pracuices), staute, regulation, rule or o s o such aereement, msttament. statute. reeulation,
rale or tardt as amended and supplemented Dom e o ome aand, o the case ol g statute,
regulation, rule or tantl, 10 any SUCCessOr provision)

3.0 INMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE

Except as otherwise speaifically: provided below - the Interconnections specitied m this
Agreement shall be tully implemented and activated on January 31, 1997

4.0 NETWORK INTERCONNECTION ARCHITECTURE
4.1 Scope

4 11 Secnon 4 U presenibes the phvsical archutecture tor Interconnection of the
Parties” tacihties and equipment in LATA 458 Scetions 50, 6.0 and 70, prescribe the
specthic logical trunk groups 1o be configured over the physical connections descrbed i this
Sectuon 40, as well as raffic type. transmission and routimg patameters covermng sach tunk

proups




412 For Interconnection between the Partes in LATA 458, pursuant 1o this
Agreement, MES® Wire Center located at 1060 Matland Center Commons, Manthind . ol
shall be designated as the MES Interconnection Wire Center ("MIWC™), and Sprint’s Wire
Center located at 500 New York Avenue, Winter Park, Florida, shall be desienated as the
Sprint Interconnection Wire Center (“SIWC™) MES and Sprint shall iterconnect then
respective networks for amter-operability witln LATA 45K ar the MIWO il SIWe
described below.

4.2 Physical Architecture

MES and Sprint shall jointly engimeer and operate a single Synchronous Optical Network,
CRSONETT) transmussion system by which they shall interconneet thenr networh. tor the
transmssion and routing ol Telephone Exchiange Service wallic and Fxchange Access raltic
Unless otherwise mutually agreed, this SONET tramsimssion system shall be contivured o
Hlustrated in Exhibit D and engineered, installed. and mamtamed as described 1n this Section +
and m the Joint Operations Plan (as defined i Secton 5 2)

.20 The Parties shall jomtly determine and mutually acsoc upon the specilic
Optical Line Termmatmg Muluplexor ("OLIMT) equpment 1o be utilized at cach end ol the
SONET transnussion system

4.2.2 Sprnt shall. wholly &t ts own expense. procure, mstall and nuntan the
agreed upon OLTM equipment i the SIWC mcapacits sufficient to provision and niunta all
lowrcal tumk groups preseribed by Sections S0, 60, and 7 0

423 MES shall. wholly arits own expense. procure, nstall and nntam the
agrecd upon OLTM equipment in the MIWC i capacity sutficient o provision and nunntam all
logical tunk groups prescribed by Sections 3 0.6 0, and 7 0

424 Sprnt shall desienate o manhole or other sutable entrv-wan pnmediate
outside the SIWC as o Fiber-Meet entrs: pomt, and shall mahe all necessan preparations o
recenve. and to allow aid enable MES w0 debver, fiber optic tacilies mto that manhole with
suthicient spare length to reach the OLTAL cqupment i the SIWC MES shall dehiver and
mamtam such strands wholly at s own expense

4250 MES shall designate o mambole or other sutable entry-way immediatel
outside the MIWC as a Fiber-Meet entry pont, and shall mabe ali HECESSIEY [ECPatations (o
recenvesand 1o allow and enable Sprane to deliver, fiber optic tacilhimes mto that manhole with
sulticient spare length to reach the OFIN cqmpment o the MW Spant shall deliver and
nrantan such strands whollv at s own expense

4200 MES shall pull the fiber opuic stramds trom the MIES-designaed
manhole entiveway mto the NIWC and through appropriate mietnal conduts MES atihzes for
0




fiber optic facilives and shall connect the Sprint strands to the O IM cquipment MI'S has
mstalled in the MIWC

427 Sprt shall pull the fiber optic strands trom the Sprnt-desipnated
manhole/entry-way mto the SIWC and through appropriate internal conduns Sprint anlizes for
fiher optic lacthties and shall connect the MES strands 1o the O TN equipment Spaant s
mistalled in the SIWC

428 Each Panty shall use s best eftorts 1o ensure that fiber receved tron the
other Party wiall enter the Party's Wire Center through a pomt separate trom that whicls the s

own fiber exited

4209 The Partes shall jomtly coordmate and undertahe mamtenance o the
NSONET transmussion system - Lach Party shall be responsible tor mamtanme the com:onents ol
the SONET transnussion svstem as illustrated on Exhabie D

4.3 Interim Alternative Physical Architecture

431 Eaher Pany may umilaterally elect, by providing notice to the other Party
no later than November 13, 1990 w0 imterconnect on Lanuary 31, 1997 v an electnical DS (o
multiples hercol) mtertiace mstewd of the SONET transonssion system for an mtenm period (the
“Interim Penod”) not o exceed one-hundred and erchty (180) davs

4.3 2 The Parny wineh did not elect such alternatinve architecture shall have the
aption ol spectving that such alternatve architecture shall occar over o Collocation at enther the
AMIWC or the SIWC i accordance swith Seetion 100, o any other arranvement 1o wlhich the

arnes may agree

435 Dunng the Interim Period, the Parties shall contigure the specihic logical
trunk groups prescribed in Section 3 0.6 0 and 7 0, over the alternative physical architecture
pursuant tov the terms of those sections

434 Dunng the Interim Penod, neither Panty shall Charee the other Parts fon

Collocanon Cross Connection tor trunk groups delivered via Collocation

433 Unless otherswise mutually agrecd. the Parties shall transition to a SONT |
transnusston system pursuant o Section 4 2 no later than the st dos ol the Tntermm Perond

4.4 Fechnical Speaifications

A4 1 MES and Spont shall work cooperatively to st and mamtam . relble
network  NMES and Sprint shall eschange appropraste snlormation (0 - puintenance «ontat
numbers networh mtormation, stormation equired to comply witl Lis eotorcement aimd othe
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sccurity agencies of the Government and such other information as the Parties shall mutualls
agree) to achieve this desired rehabilny

442 MES and Sprint shall work cooperativels 1o apply somnd et
management prnciples by In\.-nl-.mp nelwark management conteols o alleviate o1 1o pPrevent

congestion

0 TRANSMISSION AND ROUTING OF TRAFFIC BETWEEN THE PARTIES'
TETI EPHONE EXCHANGE SERVICE CUSTOMERS

n

This seetion preseribes parameters for specilfic trunk groups CTrathie Exchange Trunk
Groups™) 1o be elfected over the Interconnection specified i Section 4 0 tor the transission
and routimg ol Local Trathe and Intral ATA Toll Teathic between the Parties respectinve
Telephone Exchange Service customers in LATA 438

5.1 Trunk Group Architecture and Traffic Routing
The Parues shall establish Traffic Exchanee Trunk Groups as 1w

5 11 The Parves agree to mtially use T-way trunb sroups tor an il perod
not 1o extend beyond the 1S0th day after the tirst day on which hive Customer tratfic s
exchanged between the Parties” networks, provided that the Parties shall transiion all | owas

-

trunks estabhished ander this paragraph to 2-wav tunks on or betore the 150th iy

S 12 The Parnes shadl mally contipure & single tounk proup as oo dnect
trnsmassion path between Sprint’s Tandem Swich i LATA 455 and the itial Central Office
Swich emploved by MES to provide Telephone Exchange Service o Lxchange Access in

. ATA 458

S 13 Subsequently. if the twoway LATA 458 tralhic volumes between ans
two Central Ottice Swatches at any tume exceeds the CCS busy hour equivalent of one DS
the Parnies shall withan sixty (60) davs atter such occurrence add trunks or establish new direct
Traffic Exchange Trunh Groups between those two swirchies, consitent with the erades o1
wervice and quality parameters set forth i the Jomt Operations Plan pursuant to Section § 2 2
provided. however, nothing in this Secuon 512 shall require a Party o establish new direct
trunk groups on or before the date which 15 one hundred and tity 150) davs alwer the
apphcable Tnterconnection Activation Date, provided. however. that of such trathe volume -
exceeded within such one-hundred and fifts (1500 diy period, such Party shall estabhish new
direct trunk croups on the date which s the Liter of (o sixay (608 day s atter such oceuen e o
fone hundved and By one (1S D davs atter the Taterconnection A tation Date

S 14 Where avalable and upon the request of the other Party caci Party shali
cooperate o ensure that ats Trathie Exchanee Trank Groups are contreured utithizimne the B8/S
11
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Extended Super Frame (“ESF™) protocol for 64 kbps clear channel transmssion to allow for
ISDN mteroperability between the Partes® respective networks

5.2 Installation, Maintenance, Joint Testing, Repair and Grades of Service

S2 01 MES and Sprint shall work cooperatively o mstall and nuonnam o reliable
network. MES and Sprnt shall exchange approprate ilommation (¢ g nuuntenance contta !
numbers. network mformation, formation required to comply wath L entorcement and othet
secunty aeencies of the Gaovernment and soach other atommaten s the Parne s shall ol iy
agree) o achieve this desired relabiliny . MES and Sprint shall work cooperanvely 1o appis
sound network management principles by invoking network management contrals to alleviate o

o prevent conpestion

322 Watlun 120 days of the effective date ot thus Agreement. the Partres shall
romtly develop o Jomt Operanons Plan accordimg 1o wihach they shall enemeer and jomtls
monitor and mantam all Traffic Exchange Trunk Groups and MES Sprint ivier-compans
processes  Such plan shall define and detal mter alia

i standards to ensure the Tratlic Exchange Trunk Groups expenence grades o
service, avatlability and  quality wineli s comparable 10 that achiesed  on
mterottice trunk groups withim Sprint’s 1T A TA 458 Telephone Fachange Service
network and m accordance with all approprie relevant imdusees accepted gualin
reliabiliny and aovan b ity standards.

b the respective duties and responsibilines ot the Parties swatly respect 1o the
admunstration and mamtenance ol the Frattic [ schange Trunk Groups, icluding
but not himnted to standards and procedwes tor nonficanon and discovenes ol

tunk disconnects,

vl disaster recoverny provision escaldations,
1y calculation ol compensation for INI ed calls pursuant 1o Secton 113
(L ordernng, provisiomng and implementation processes, standands and pomts ot

contact,

] locations ol and Loops provisioned from, Sponts Remote Swaitching Systems o

Inteerated Digrtal oop Carnier, and

| such othier matters as the Parties may agree

33 Signaling




5.3.1  Where available, the Parties shall employ CCIS signaling to set up calls
between the Parties” Telephone Exchange Service networks 18 CCIS signahing 1s unavanlable,
Multi-Frequency (“MFEF") signaling shall be used by the Parties

5.3.2  The Parues shall cooperate on the exchange of Transactional Capabilines
Apphcanon Part ("TCAP") messages o facthtate teroperability of CCIS-based  features
between their respective networks, including CLASS features and functions, 1o the extent cach
Partv ofters such offers such features and functions to s Customers  All CCIS siemathing
parameters. will be provided cluding, withowr imuaton. calling party number (7CPNT)
orgmatin = hne information (“OLI). callimg panty catepory and charge number

34 Measurement, Billing and Compensation

541 Where 857 s deploved. cach Pans shall pass Calling Party Number
(CPNG mtormanion oncach call carned over the Traftic Eachange Trank Groups, All calls
exchanged without CPN anformanon shall be billed as either Local Tratfic or Intial ATA Toll
Fraftic i direct proportion 1o the mmutes of use of calls exchanged with CPN intormation
Where one Party as passing CPN but the other Party 1s not properhs recordiag or recenving the
imtormation, the Parties shall work cooperatvely 1o correctiy rate the iratiie

342 Reaprocal Compensatnon apphies solely 1o icmmination of Local Traflic,
mcluding xtended Area Service (EAS) wraflic. billable by Sprnt or MES which a Telephone
Exchange Service Customer ongmates on Sprint’s or MES™ netswork tor termmmation on the other
Party s network. The Partes shall compensate cach other tor ermmanon of Local Traltic at the
rate provaded i Schedale 1O, until such time as Sprint files and the Commission approves
TELRIC study for Local Traffic compensation. The issue of compensation for transport
for local call termination (between an End Office and i Tandem Switeh) has not been
agreed to by Sprint and MFS, therefore, this issuce will he subject to further negotintions,
FFCC or Commission Proceedings, and/or Orders and/or Arbitration.

S5 fach Panty shall compensate the other Pty tor transport and termmation
ot Intral A LA Toll Trathic over the Traftic Fxchange Trunk Groups pursuant 1o the other s
Feature Croup D tandis i eftect at the tme of such termimation

344 Compensation for transport and termmation of ralfic which has been
stthect to performance ot INI* by one Party tor the other Party pursiant to Section 110 shall be

as specthied m Sechon 113

a5 Measurement of illing munutes tor Local Trathic and transied trallic
provaded tor i Sectons 5.1 and 7.5 shall be anactual conversation seconds

6.0 TRANSMISSTON AND ROUTING OF EXCHANGE ACCESS TRAFIFIC




6.1 Scope

Section 6.0 prescribes parameters lor certain trunk groups ("Access Toll Connecting
Trunks”) to be established over the Interconnections specificd i Secton 4.0 for the transmission
and routing of Exchange Access traffic between MFS Telephone Fxchanee Service Custoniers
and Interexchange Carniers m LATA 458

6.2 Trunk Group Architecture and Traffic Routing

6.2.1  The Parties shall jomtly establish Access Toll connecting Trunks by which
they  will jointly  provide tandem-transported  Switched  Exchange  Access Services 1o
Interexchange Cammiers 1o enable such Interexchange Cariers to ongmate and wermmate traftic
from/to MES" Customers,

622 Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be used solely for the tansimission
and routmg of Exchange Access to allow MI'S™ Customers 1o connect 1o or be connocted to the
mterexchange trunks of any Interexchange Carnier wineh s connected o an Spront Access

[andem

6235 The Access Toll Connectmy Lrunks shall be two-wav trunks connecting
vach Fnd Office Swatch MES utihizes o provide Telephone I achinge Service and Switched
Exchange Access in LATA 438 1o the Sprint’s Winter Park Access Tandem Switch

6.3 Meet-Point Billing Arrangements

0.3 1 MES and Sprnt will establish meet-pomnt billmg ¢C"MPB™) irvaneements m
order to provide a common transport option to Switched Access Services customers via i Sprint
access tandem switch, - accordance with the: Meet-Pomt Bidling padelnes adopted by and
contaned - the Ordering and Billing Forum's MECAB and MECOD documents. except s
moditicd herem, and m Exhibis B and C - The arrangements descnibed m this Section 6 0 and 1
Exhibits Boand € are intended 1o be used 1o provide Switehed Aceess Service that onginates
andror terminates on an MES-provided Exchance Service where the transport component ot the
Switched Access Service is routed through an Sprnt-provided tandem switeh

632 The SIWC shall be destenated as the Meet-pomt Billing ratmge poant

653 Common channel signalimg ("CCS™) shall he unlized e comuncnon with
mect-pont hilhing arrangements o the extent such sienaling s resident i the Sprnt access

tandem swaeh

654 MES and Spont will use reasenable ettons, mdivrdually and collectivels

o mamtam provisions within the Navonal Fxchange Carmier Asaociation CNECA™ Tandt No o 4
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or any successor tantl, sufficient o retlect the MPB arrangements between the parties. including
Fxhibat ¢

6.3.5 Each pany shall implement the “"Muluple Bil’Sigle Tandf™ opuon
order to bill an IXC for the portion of the jointly provided telecommunications service provided
by thit Party - For all traftic carned over the MPI arrangement, each pants shall only il the rae
clements identified for it Exhibit € For transport elements subject 1o billing percentages. each
Panty shall ut:hze the billing percentages as filed m NECA Tanft No 4. o1 any successor tar!
The MPB percentages for each route shall be caleulated according 1o one of tiw three methods
wentified in the MECAB document, and the parties agree to work cooperatively o establish
percentages as necessary. The actual rite values tor cach element shall be the rates contained 1
that Pany’s own ellectve Federal and State access tanfts  The Partes shall unlize 4 monthis
billing penod tor meet-point hilling.

O 360 Spont shall provade 1o MES the billing name, billing addies . and CHC ot
the IXCs in order to comply with the MPB Noufication process as outhned o the MECAL
document and pursuant to OBF guidehnes

0.537  Access usage data will be exchanged between the patties i mannet
aceeptable to both parties 1 access nsage datis not processed and delinvered by either Party e
agreed and in turn such other Party s unable 1o bill the INC, the debivenmg Parts will be held
ltable tor the amount of lost billing

058 The partes agree tha turther discussion s required regardimg o “Sigle
Tl opuon tor the delivery o smgle consolidated billimg statement each monts

6.39  In the event errors are discovered by MES, the INC or Sprnt, both Sprint
and MFS agree 1o provide the other Party with notification of any discovered errors within twis
(20 business days of the discovery  In the event ot a loss o data, both Partes shall cooperte o
reconstruct the ost data and ' such reconstraction s not possible. shall accept o reasonable
estimate of the lost data based upon three (3) 1o twelve (12) months of prior usage data Friors
that are discovered by the IXC or billimg disputes that oneanate frony the INC will be handled bs
the parties m accordance with the MECAD document

6.3 10 Enther Party may 1equest a review or audit of the sanious components of
aceess recording. Such review or audit shall be conducted subjeet o contidentalins protection

O3 11 The Partes shall not charge one anothier B the services remdered o

mitormation provided pursuant o this Secton 6 0ol this Agreement

G312 MPB will apply tor all waltic beanng the 8000 888 o anyv other non

seopraphic NPA whoch may be hikeswise desiemated tor soach tattie e the toture. where
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responsible party 1s an IXC. In those situations where the responsible party for such traflic 1 o
LEC, full switched access rates will apply

7.0 TRANSPORT AND TERMINATION OF OTHER TYPES OF TRAFFIC
7.1 911 Traffic

701 MES and Sprint shall contigure the appropriste number of 911/
trunks o sapport connection 1o the 9TI/E9TL selective router that serves MES Telephone
Exchange Services customers witlun Sprint’s service terntory withun LATA 458, tor the
provision of 911/E911 services and for access to all sub-tending Pubhic Satety Answermne Pointe
(PSAP) The trunks shall be contigured over the architecture defined m Section 4 0

712 Sprnt will provide MES with o mntually agrecable electrome mtertace
through wiich MFES shall input and daily update 9117E911 database miormation related 1o MES
Exchange Service customers. If Sprint 15 the 911/E911 database provider, Sprint will provide
MIS with the Master Street Address Guide so that MFS can ensure the ace aracy of the data
transter It Sprint 1s not the 911/E911 database provider. Sprint will work cooperatvely witl;
MES 1o obtamn such database  Addwonally, Sprit shiall provide 10 MES the ten-digit Subseriber
number ot cach PSAP which sub-tends Sprint’s selective router 1o which MFES 1s interconnected

713 Sprint will use its best efforts to faciliate the prompt. reliable and etficient
mterconnection of MES systems to the 911/E91 1 plattorms

T 14 Sprint and MES will work cooperatively to artanee meetngs with PSAL
fo answer any techmeal questions the PSAPs. or county or mumicipal coordinators may lave
regarding O1I/E9T arrangements

715 MES will compensate Sprint tor 911/E911 imterconnection as preseribed 1,
the Pocine Schedule

72 BLV/BLVI Traffic

721 Busy Line Venficauon ("BLN") s performed when one Party's Custome
requests assistance from the operator burcau to determne 1t the called ine s i use, however
the operator bureau will not complete the call for the Customer imtating the BLV mguiry - Onls
one BEN anempt will be made per Customer operaor burean call and charge shall apphs
whether or nor the called party releases the e

722 Busy Line Ventication Interrupt ("BEVI) i pertormed when one Pares '«
operator burcau interrupts a telephone call i progress atter BEA has occurred  The aperator
bureau will iterrupt the busy hine and intorm the called party that there s o call waanne e
opermor bareau wall only interrupt the call and will not complete the telephione call of the
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Customer imuaung the BLVI request  The operator bureau will make only one BLVI anempt
per Customer operator telephone call and the applicable charge applies whether or not the called
party releases the line.

7.2.3  Each Party’s operator bureau shall accept BLV and BLVI mquiries trom
the operator burcau of the other Party m order to allow transparent provision of BILABL V]
Traffic between the Parties' networks

.24 Each Party shall route BLV/BEVE Trathic mguities w the other Party
the Trathic Exchange Trunk Group uthzmg a diahing plan mutually agreed upon by the Parties
Each Party shall compensate the other Party for BLV/BLVI Traffic as set torth on Schedule 10

7.3 Information Services Tralfic

MFS and Sprint do not agree on the rates, terms, and conditions for the exchange
and billing of Information Services traffic, therefore this issue will be subject to further
negotiations, FCC and/or Commission Proceedings and/or Orders and/or Arbitration.

7.4 Intral.ATA BOO/ERS Services

The mtralLATA BOO'ESS services ol cach Party shall be billed pursuant o each
Parnv's apphicable Feature Group D tanft

7.5 Transit Traffic Function

751 Sprmt agrees that i shall provide o Transit Funcoon o MES on the
terms and conditions set torth i this Secuon 7.5 and at a rate set torth i the Poacing Schedule

752 “Transut Funcuon™ means the dehivery of certinm tratfic between MIES
and o thard party LEC by Sprint over the Telephone Fachanee Service Trunks  The tollowme
trathic types will be dehivered (0 Local Trathic ongaed trom MES 1o such thad party 1 EC
(i Local Traffic ongmared from such third party LEC and termunated 1o MES, and i
LocalmtraLATA Tratfic onemated and termunated trom swireless carrers

753 Winle the Parties agree that ot s the responsibiliny of each third parny
LEC o enter anto arcangements o dehiver Local Trathe to MES they acknowledge that such
arrangzements are not currently in place  Sprint will, unless nontied o the contrary, pass 3rd
party LEC traffic wo/trom MES  Nothing o thus provision shall profubit ether Paris trom
establishung other fiancial arvangements Tor thas transit tattic wath the other 1LECS fromeno

whese network such tratfic ultimately ongmates or wrmmates

754 Sprint expects that all nerworks invalved o teansit tradhe waill delives
cach call toreach mvolved network wath COS and the appaopi ae messapes o0 tacihiae tall

-
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interoperability and billing functiions In all cases. MES 1s responsible to follow the Exchanpe
Message Record ("EMR™) standard and exchange records with both Sprint and the ternmuinanng
LEC 1o tacihtate the bilhing process to the onigimanng nerworlk,

7.5.5 For purposes of this Section 7 5. Sprimt agrees that o shal! make
available 1o MFS. at MES™ sole option, any transiing arrangement Spront offers 1o another
LEEC at the same rates, terms, and conditions provided to such other LEC  This does not
apply until after I'".EC 1o ILEC agreements have been renegotiated or July 1, 1997 winchever
comes first.

756 Where MFS routes Local Trattic. BLV/BLVI Traffic. or Information
Services Traffic 1o other LECy or Wireless Carriers via the Traftic Exchanee Trunk Groups
MES shall pay Sprint only a single per minute of use transit charge as sdentitied i Schedule
1O Where Sprint routes Local Trathic, BLV/BLVI Trathic or Informanon Services Traftn
ormated from another LEC or Wireless Carnier 1o MES via the Traftic Fxchanee Tiunk
Coroups, neither Party shall apply a transiting charge (o the other

7.6 Directory Assistance Trunks

It MES purchases Directory Assistance (DA) service trom Sprint pursuant 1o Section
170001 thas Agreement, the trunking to the Sprint DA taindem within the LATA will be routed
over the architecture delined in Secnion 4 0

S0 UNBUNDLED ACCESS
5.1 Local Loop Transmission Types

Where techmically feasible and subject to the provisions of this section, Sprint shall allow
MES 1o access the following Loop types (m addition 1o those Loops avarlable under apphcable
tatts unbundled trom local swatchine and local transport i accordance with the terms and
condinions set forth m this Sechon 8 1

811 "2-Wire Analog Voice Grade Loops™ or "Analog 2W*" which support
amalog transmussion of 3003000 1z repeat loop start. loop reverse hattery, or ground st
werzute and disconnect in one direction (toward the End Otfice Swich), and repeat ninging i the
other direction (toward the Customers Analog 2W anclude Toops sutficient for the proviston ol
PBX trunks, pay telephone hines and electrome key system hines

B12 "4 Wire Analog Vowe Grade Toops™ or “Analog W™ winch support
tnamsnussion ol voice grade sipnals usig separate ransot and receve paths and twermmale 1
4-wire clectnical intertace
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B.13 "2 Wire ISDN Dupatal Grade Lanks™ or “BRISDN" wlhieh support digital
transmission of Iwo 64 Kbps bearer channels and one 16 kbps data channel BRI ISDN 15 .
2B+D Basic Rate Interface-Integrated Services Digital Network (BRIISDN) Loop which will
meet national ISDN standards

814 "2-Wie ADSL-Compauble Loop™ or “"ADSL 2W*" 15 4 transimssion path
which factlitates the transmussion of up o a 6 Mbps digual sienal downstream (toward the
Customer) and up to a 640 kpbs dignal signal upstream away from the Customer) while
simultancously carrymg an analog voice sienal  An ADSE 2W 1 provided over a2 Wire non
loaded twasted copper parr provisioned using revised resistance design pudeles and meeting
ANSI Standard T1 413-1995-007R2 - An ADSL-2W termunates in a 2-wire electnical mterface it
the Customer premuses and at the Sprnt Central Office trame

8 1.5 "2 Wire HDSL Compatble Loop™ or "HDSL 2W*™ 15 & transmission path
which facihtates the transnussion of a 768 kbps digital sienal over a 2-Wire non loaded twisted

copper pair meeting the specifications i ANSI TIET Commuttee Techmcal Report Number 28

816 "4-Wire HDSL-Compatble Loop™ or "HDSL 4w ™ 15 a transmussion path
which tacihtates the transmission of a 1 544 Mbps digal sienal over two 2 Wire non-Joaded
twisted copper pairs meeting the speciticanons i ANSE THEL Committee Technical Repon
Number 28

817 Loops will be ottered hereunder on the terms and  conditions specthied
herem and on such other terms w applicable tnfts that are not mconsistent with the terms and
conditions set forth herem MFS and Sprint agree that until such time as Sprint files and
the Commission approves a TELRIC study pursuant to the FCC's First Report and
Order in CC Docket No. 96-98, the Commission should establish interim loop rates based
on the proxy loop prices specified in the FCC Order. However, the Parties disagree as to
whether the Commission should establish peographically deaveraged rates based on the
FCC proxy. It is MFS® position that the FCC Order requires the establishment ol
deaveraged rates based on the proxy, while it is Sprint’s position that the FCC Order
provides for the adoption of the proxy @ the interim rate statewide. Therefore, this issue
of geographic deaveraging of interim loop rates will be subject 1o further negotiations,
FCC and/or Commission Proceedings and/or Orders and/or Arbitration.  The Partics
further agree that the interim rate (whether set equal to the FCC proxy or based on o
deaveraging of the FCC proxy) should apply for all Analog 2W, BRI-ISDN, ADSL 2W
and HDSL 2W loops, and that the interim rate for Analog 4W and HDSL 4W should be
set at 175 times the interim rate for Analog 2W and HDSL 2W laops (whether set el
to the FCC proxy or based on a deaveraging of the FCC Proxy).




8.2 Limitations on Unbundled Access

8.2.1 MFS shall access Sprint’s unbundled Loops via Collocation i accordan. e

with Section 10.0 at the Sprint Wire Center where those Loops exist  Each Loop shiall be
delivered to MFS' Collocation by means of a Cross Connection

822 Sprint shall provide MES access o s unbundled Loops at each of Sprant

Wire Centers.  In addiion, if MES requests one or more oops serviced by Titesrated [l
Loop Carrier or Remote Swuching technolopy deploved s a Loop concentrator, Sprae <l
where available, move the requested Loopes) o i spare, existing physical Loop at no charee 1o
MES 1. however, no spare physical Loop 1s available, Sprint shall withun forty cwht (48 b
of MES” request noufy MES of the Tack of avinlable tacihnies MES may then at i diserenon
make @ Network Element Bona Fude Request for Sprint 1o provide the unbundled Loop througeh
the demuluplexing of the integrated digimized Loop(s)

823 1t MFS orders a Loop type and the transmiussion charactenistics of syl
Foop exceeds the transmussion charactenistics as referenced 10 the correspondmg Technical
Reterence specified below, MES shall compensate Sprint tor loo) condinoning required to mewt
the techmcal parameters based on the costs of providing suct condittoning, as calculated usine
Comunussion or FCC-approved cost methodology for unbundied network elements
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Loop Type Technical Reference/Limitation
Electronic Key Line 2.5 miles
ISDN Bellcore TA-NWT-000393
HDSL 2W TIEI Technical Report Numhcr-__‘_H
'F HDSI. 4W TTET Techmcal Report Numbe: .‘H- |
';-I-;L_JW N N A_i':lS[ Tl 4[."--I‘J‘J'.“-—!s'—p::cll'lrnllun_ o _II

824 Sprint need not momtor the unbundled loop for mamtenance purposes, ind
accordigly, the compensation tor the unbundled loop wall not nclude any IMOIONNE costs
MES may be required 1o provision a loop testing device either i s Central Otfice, Network
Control Center or in 1ts collocation arrangement to test the unbundled loop  Sprint will pertorm
repanr and maintenance once trouble 1s identitied by MFS

8.3 Availability of Other Network Elements on an Unbundled ey

831 Sprnt shall, upon request o MES. and 1o the extent techmeally feasible.
provide to MES access to s Network Elements tor the provision of MES® Telecommumications
Service  Any request by MFES for access to an Sprint Network Element that s not already
avatlable shall be treated as o Network Element Bona Fide Request MES shall provide Sprimt
access tooats Network Elements as muually agreed by the Parties or as required hy the

Commussion or FCC

8.3 2 MFES may utihze a Network Element obtamed trom Sprimt under this
section 8.3 n combimation with. MFS™ owned or leased facihtues only 10 provide a
Telecommumicatons Service, ancluding, but not limited to obtaiming bilhing and collection.,
ransmussion, and routing of the Telecommumcanions Service

8.3.3 Sprint shall not be required o provide a proprictary Network Element o
MES under this Secnon 8.3, except as required by the Commussion or FCC, or except as Sprint
may make such proprietary Network Element avinlable to other Telecommumications Carriers

8.4 Provisioning of Unbundled Loops

The following coordination procedures shall apply tor conversions of “live” Telephone
Fachange Services o unbundled Network Elements

841 MES shall request unbundled Loops trom Sprint by delivering 1o Sprint
vahd electrome transmittal Service Order (a0 "Service Order”) using the Sprint electiome ordering
systeme o another mutually agreed upon system Withan tory espht (450 hours ol Spromi s
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receipt of a Service Order, Sprint shall provide MES the firm order commutment ("FOC™ ) date
according to the applicable target objectives set forth m Secuon 27.0 by which the [oapes
covered by such Service Order will be installed

84.2 Sprnt agrees to coordimate with MES at least torty-eight hours prior to the
due date a scheduled conversion date and tume (the "Scheduled Conversion Time ™) m the “A M
(12:00 mudmght 1o 12:00 noon) or "P-M " (12:00 noon 10 12 00 nandmght) (s applicable 1he
"Conversion Window),

8.4.3 Sprint shall test for MES dial-tone ("Dial Tone Test™) on MES™ Virtual
Collocation-digital Loop carrier during a window not greater than forty-eight (48) hours but nor
less than eight (8) hours prior 1o the Scheduled Conversion Time (or New Scheduled Time i
apphcable)  Sprint shall perform the Dial Tone Test on MES® Virtual Collocated diental Loop
carnier at no charge for 30 days atter the first unbundled loop has been ordered and nstalled
Thereatter, MFS may request Sprint to pertorm such Dial Tone Test on a ume and materials
basis at Sprint’s then current rates. Sprnt shall not perform any Dial Tone Test on any MES
Physically Collocated digital Loop carnier

844 Not less than one hour prior to the Scheduled Conversion Time. enther
Party may contact the other Party and umilaterally designate a new Scheduled Conversion Time
(the "New Conversion Time™) I the New Conversion Time s withun the Conversion Window,
ne charges shall be assessed on or waived by either Party 1t however, the New Conversion
Time 1 outside of the Conversion Window, the Pary requesting such New Conversion Time

shall be subject to the following

o It Sprint requests the New Conversion Tine. the applicable Line Connection Charee shall be
winved, and

o It MFS requests the New Conversion Tune, MES shall be assessed a Line Connection
Charge in addinon to the Line Connection Charee that will be incurred tor the New
Conversion Time.

o I the Parties cannot mutually agree to a New Conversion Tune within the Conversion
Window, no charges shall be assessed on or warved by ether Party

845 Except as otherwise agrecd by the Parties tor i specific conversion, the
Partes agree that the ume interval expected from disconnection ot “hve” Telephone Bachange
Service to the connection of an unbundled Network Element ac the MES Collocaton imtertace
pomnt swill be sixty (60) nunutes or less  Spont will waork cooperatively with MES 1o develop o
means o measure/report results so that i the new conversion imterval exceeds sixty (600 mimutes
and such delay s caused solely by Sprint, Sprine shall wave the apphicable Line Connection
Clarge tor such element I MES has ordered INP with the wstallanon ot @ Loop, Spone wall




coordinate the implementatnon of INP with the Loop conversion duning the sixty (605 nunute
mnterval at no addional charge

8.4.6 If MFS requests or approves an Sprint technician to perform services
excess of or not otherwise contemplated as part of a standard loop installatton, Sprint may charge
MES for any additional and reasonable labor charges o perform such services

9.0  NOTICE OF CHANGES

f a Party makes a change m s network which it believes will matenially attect the
inter-operability of its network with the other Party. the Party making the change shall provide
written notice of such change to the other Party in accordance with the nummum tume intervals
contamed in the Industry Carniers Compatbility Forum’s Recommended Nottication Procedures
(o Industry for Changes i Network Architecture

10,0 COLLOCATION

10.1  Sprint shall provide 10 MES Physical Collocation of equipment necessary for
Interconnection (pursuant to Section 4.3) or for access to unbundled isetwork Elements (pursuant
to Secnion 8.0), except that Sprint may provide tor Virtal Collocanon if Spiimt demonstrates to
MES that Physical Collocation 1s not pracucal tor wehmeal reasons or because of space
linutations, as provided in Section 251¢6) of the Act (Where the Parnies are in dispute as to
the adequacy of space for physical collocation, enher or both may seck Commussion o FCC
tesolunion of  such  dispute) Spont shall provide such Collocation tor the purpose ol
Interconnuction or access (o unbundled Network Elements, except as otherwise mutually agreed
ton wrinng by the Parues or as required by the FCC o the appropriate Commission subject to
apphcable federal and state taniffs

10.2  Although not requued o do so by Section 25HeN6) of the Act, by this
Agreement, MES agrees 1o provide to Sprint upon Sprint’s Network Element Bona Fide Reouest
by Sprint, Collocation (at MES" option enthier Physical or Virtual) of equipment tor purposes of
Interconnection (pursuant to Section 4 3) on 4 non-discrmimatory basis and at comparable rates,
terms and condions as MES may provide 1o other third parties, or Sprint provides to MES,
whichever s lower. MES shall provide such Collocation subject to apphicable tantts or

contracts

103 Where MES s Vitally Collocated on the Btfective Date ina premises thiat was
mihally prepared for Physical Collocanon, MES may clect to oo retann s Virtual Collocation i
that prenmses and expand that Viral Collocanion accordmg to current procedures and apphicable
fanitts, or () revert 1o Physical Collocation, in which case MES shall coordimate with Sprint o1
tearrangement ol s equipment transmssion and 1DEC) and cocmts, tor wineh Sprnt <hall
impose noconversion charge, or (nn retaon s Virtwal Collocation an that prenises and
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implement a physical collocation at the same prennses simultaneously — All apphicable Phvaical
Collocation recurning charges shall apply

104 For both Physical Collocation and Virtual Collocation, the Collocating Party shall
provide its own or third-party leased transport faciliies and termunate those transport facilines i
equipment located in s Physical Collocation space at the Housmg Partv's premises as descnibed
m applicable tanfts or contracts and purchase Cross Connection to services o1 facilines as
described in appheable tanifts or contracts

105 Sprnt will file wath the FCC, on or abour October 1, 1996, s rges tor
collocanion services which will be calculated using the Total Element Long Run Incremental Cost
(TELRIC) methodology as prescribed by the FCC's Fust Report and Order in CC Docket No
D695, released August 6, 1996 Shortly thereatier. Spont will file wuth the Commussion i rates,
for the state of Florda consistent wath what ot Diles at the FCC

106 Where MES collocates at the premises of the Sprint Ware Center or other
premmses, Sprnt shall allow MES 1o directly interconnect o any other entuy which naintams a
collocanon tacility at that same prenmses  Sprnt shall enable such interceanection by eftectng
cross-connechion between these collocation tacilines. as jointly dicocd by MES and the other
collocated entny For each such cross-connectnion. Sproint will charge the applicable tanit
connection charge as contined mnoats tard]

107 Sprint will pernut MES to physically collocate and. on an interim basis, virtually
collocate chimble dieatal loop carniers (DLEC) as deternimed by the Commission or FCC pursuant
to the Telecommumeanions Act ol 1996 This provision s ammeduely entorceable tor virmual
collocation upon execution of the Agreement, not withstanding the Lick ol an agreement on final
tates, terms. and condions for physical collocation which 1s subject o the outcome ot further
negotiations, tand! filings, Conmssion and/or FCC proceedings or arbitristion

108 Sprnt will not Tinmr or restrict the use of existing or future virtal collocation
arrangements insuch a way as to unpair MES™ abiliy o etticiently utihze s vintally collocated
equipment o its anhity to provide authorized services (o its customers

1O NUMBER PORTABILITY

Il Scope

1111 The Parties shall provide Number Portabaliny on g reciprocal basis 1o cach
other to the extent techmcally feasible . and i accordance with tules and reeulanions as from nme
to ime preseribed by the FCC and/or the Commnssion

12 Unul Number Portabality s umplemented by the industry pursuant 1o
regulations sued by the FCC o the Comnussion, the Parties agiee 1o provide Interun
AR




Telecommunications Number Portabiliy ("INP”) 1o each other through remote call lorwardimg.
diucct inward dialing and NXX nugration

11.1.3 Once Number Portability 1s implemented pursuant to FCC or Commission
repulation, either Party may withdraw, at any nme and at s sole discretion, s NP oftenmys,
subject to advance notice to the other Party and coordmation to allow the seamless and
transparent conversion of INP Customer numbers to Number Portabiliny — Upon implementation
of Number Portabiluty pursuant 1o FCC regulation, both Parties agree 1o contorm and provide
such Number Portabiliy

11.2 Procedures for Providing INP Through Remote Call Forwarding
MES and Sprint will provide INP through Remote Call Forwarding as tollows,

11.2.1 A Customer of one Party ("Party A”) elects 1o become a Customer of the
other Party ("Party B")  The Customer elects o utiize the origmal telephone numberis )
corresponding 1o the Exchange Service(s) it previously recerved from Farty A, i comunction
with the Exchange Servicets) it will now recerve from Party B Upon sathonization by an end
user. Party B will issue an assocnated service order, to Party A assienie the number to Party B
Party A wall comply with the service order Party A will route the torwarded wralfic to Party B
over the appropriate Traffic Exchange Trunk Groups  Party B will have on file & signed letter of
avency trom the customer  The penod of nme between disconnection ol the custome s service
with Party: A and reconnection of the costomer’s service with Party B shall be an mdusry

aceepted nme-lrame

11.2.2 Party B owill become the responsible illing entity tor the ongmal Party A
telephone number(s) subject to the INP arrangements Party A shall use its reasonable eftorts to
consohdate into as few billing statements as possible tor the INP service with the statement(s)
being consistent with industry-accepted guidelines The illing of all ecllect, calling card, and
third-number billed calls associated with those numbers will be processed by one of the
tollowang, mutually agreeable, methods (10 through the consolidated master bilhing stitementis)
by sub-account detml by retiined number and dehivered via electrome data transter or monthiy
maenentc tape, or (1) through & moditicanion of the collect, calling card and third-number bl
detinl records as appropriate and sent through current CMDS processes

123 Party A wall update s Line Intormation: Ditabase ("LIDB™) histigs for
retnned numbers. and cancel calling cards assocrated with those torwarded numbers as dinected
by Parey I Incaddinon, Party A wall update the retamed numbers i the TIDB with the screcning

options provded by Party Boon o per onder basis

FE 24 Watlun twao (20 business days of receving notiication from the Customer

Party B oshall nouty Party A of the Customer’s termination of service with Party B oand shall

further notty Party: Aas o that Customer s insteuctions segardine s telephone numbereo Parts
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A will remnstate service 1o that Customer, cancel the INP arrangements tor that Custome:
telephone number(s), or redirect the INF arrangement 10 another INP-parucpating LEC pursiant
to the Customer’s mstructions at that ume  If Party A s nonfied of the Customer's mntent 1o
terminate service with Party B and remnstate service with Party A, Party A shall notuty Party B oof
the Customer’s termination of service with Party B Based on instructions Ly, service orders
from Party B or the Customer, Party A will reinstate service 1o that Customer cancel the IND?
arrangements for that Customer's telephone numberis). or redirect the IND arcangement o
another INP-participating-LEC pursuant to the Customer's mstructions at that tine

113 Procedures for Providing INP Through Direet Inward Dial

In the event enther Party requests provision of INP through direct inward dial e
Parties shall m good Luth negotate terms and procedures tor proviswn ot INI' through that
means  The foregomy notwithstandimg. the non requesting Party shall nummally ofter INF
through direct inward dial to the requesting Party according 1o the terms and procedures the
non-requesting Party may offer such INP to other LECs

1.4 Procedures for Providing INP Through NXX AMig-ation

Where either Party has acovated an entire NXX for o smele Customer, or activated
substantial portion of an NXX tor a single Customer with the remaming numbers w that NXN
enther reserved for future use or otherwise unused. of such Customer chooses 1o recenve service
trom the other Party . the fiest Party shall cooperate with the second Party o have the entire
NAX reassigned i the LERG (and associated industry databases, routing tables. etc ) 1o an Fod
Otfice operated by the second Party  Such ranster will be accomplished with appropriate
coordination between the Parues and subject to approprote mdustey lead-tmes tor movements of
NXXs trom one switch to another. No recurning or non recurnmyg charges shall apply tor NXX
mugraton, assunung the Party receving the migrated NXX pertorms ity own LERG updates

11.5  Receipt of Terminating Compensation on Traffic to INP'ed Numbers

10501 The Parties agree that under INP wermmating compensation on calls to
INI"ed numbers should be receved by each Customer's chosen LEC as it each call o the
Customer had been ongimally addressed by the caller o u telephone number beaning an NIPA
NXN durectly assizned to the Customer’s chosen LEC  In order o accomphish this objective
where INP s employed, the Parties shall unlize the process ser torth e thas Secnon 11§
wherebhy wermnating compensation on calls subgect o INF wall be passed tfrom the Party ithe
“Pertormung Party ™) which pettonmes the INP to the other Pariy (the “Recevine Parnv ™y to
whose Customer the INF s provided  The process outhined i s Séction 11 S shoald not apph
m the case of NXX migrauon pursuant to Section 114, since i such cases the Custome s
chosen provider will directly recerve all wernumisting compensation
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11.5.2 The Parues shall jointly develop a process which will allow the Parny
whose  Customer uluimately recerves a call routed via INP. 10 receive the ternunatimg
compensation for such call based on the imtial onigimation pont and ulumate ternination pomnt
of the INP'ed call. Such Party shali receive the full reciprocal compensation rate. as hsted
the Pricing Schedule, for Local Traffic completed subject o INP and shall receve the tall
termunating Swilched: Access charges (e g, carnier common hine, Tocal swichmg. residual
mterconnection and local transport rate elements) as histed s appheable state and tederal
access tarilfs for Toll calls completed subject 1o INP (See Exlubit © for antrastate and
mnterstate wll call compensation)

11.6  Competitively Neutral Recovery of INP Costs Pursuant to the FCC's First
Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in (C
Docket No. 95-116

Pursuant to the FCC's First Report and Order and Further Nouce of Proposed
Rulemaking, adopted June 27, 1996, in CC Docket No 95-116 (" Order ™), the Parties stpulate
and agree, for purposes ol thas Agreement, that cost-recovery tor number portability will he
subject to the implementation of the FCC's order at the Commission i Flonda PSC Daocket
No 950737 - TP

12.0. DIALING PARITY

The Parties shall provide Local Diahing Parny 1o cach other as required under Section
251(bii3) of the Act

13.0  ACCESS TO RIGHTS-OF-WAY

Pursuant to Section 251 (b)(4) of the Act, each Party shall provide the other Party access
s poles. ducts, nights-of-way and conduits it controls on terms, condions and  prices
comparable to those offered 1o any other entity pursuant 10 each Party’s applicable tantts and/or
standard agreements

14.0  DATABASE ACCESS

In accordance with Section 251(¢)3) of the Act. Sprint shall provide MES with intertaces
10 access Sprint’s databases and assoctated sienaling necessary tor the routing and completion ot
MES" tratfic  Access to such databases, and the appropriate intertaces, shall be muade available

to MES via a Network Element Bona Fide Request

150 REFERRAL ANNOUNCEMENT




When a Customer changes its service provider from Sprint o MFES, or from MFS 1o
Sprint, and does not retain its original telephone number, the Party formerly providing service o
such Customer shall provide a referral announcement ("Referral Announcement™) on the
abandoned telephone number which provides detmls on the Customer's new number — Reterral
Announcements shall be provided reciprocally, free of charpe 10 enther the other Party or the
Customer. tor a period of not less than minety (%) days after the date the Customer changes hus
or her telephone number,

16.0 DIRECTORY LISTINGS AND DIRECTORY DISTRIBUTION

16.1 At MES" option, Sprint’s directory pubhshing affiliate will enter into a separate
agreement with MES which will contain, but not be himted 1o, the terms as outhined below

1.2 Spunt will arrange to nclude and update the primary histinps of cach MES
customer i the residential or business white pages directories and yellow pages directonies, as
appropriate, in the wWentical and transparent manner 1in which Sprint provides those functions for
s own Customer telephone numbers.  Sprint will provide MEFS with the approraiate database
format in order for MES to submut the necessary information i a compatible foraat A primary
hsting 1s defined as enther the MFS assigned number for a customer or ™+ customer’s number
tor which number portability 1s provided, but not both numbers  Sprimt will accord MFS’
directory hsung antormation the same level of confidenuality which Sprint accords 1ts own
directory hstng information. and Sprint shall ensure that access o MES™ Customer proprictary
contidential directory hsting mtormation will be limited solely 1o those Sprint emplovees who are
directly involved in the preparation of hstngs

16.3  In area (e within Sprint’s LATA 458 Telephone Exchange serving territory)
directory delivery, database maintenance and basic White and Yellow Page hisungs will be
provided at no charge. These terms will be detaled in the subsequent agreement between MES
and Sprint’s directory pubhishing affiliate. Out-ol-area directory dehivery and enhanced hstings
(L. boldimg. indentation, loreign exchange hstings, second hstngs, ete ) will be per Sprint’s
currently tatifted or non-discrinmatory contract rates applied to Sprint’s own end users

6.4 Sprint will not providessell MES™ hisungs 10 any third parties wathout MES® prios
written approval. Upon consent. Sprint and MES will work cooperatively 1o address ans
payments tor sales of any bulk directory hists to third parties. where such hists include MES
customer hstings and any compensation due Sprint lor adnvunistrative tunctions associated with
furmshing histings to third parties

16.5 At MEST request, MEST logo and crineal contact information shall appeat on a
common LEC Informauon Page appeaning i the “Informational Page™ seciion of Sprint’s
elephone directory. MES™ criical contact imtormation includes end user contact infornuation
repan services and other pertinent telephone numbers relatve o MES  (MES shall be

responsthle tor all expenses lor logo prep work, f any ) An adequate amount of space shall be
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allotted for MFS® logo and crincal contact information - MES' iformaton shall conform 1o all
applicable regulatory requirements - MES will not incur any additional charges for inclusion o!
this informanion on the common LEC Informanon Page  Addinonal Information Page: will be
made avalable a1 a negotated non discriminatory price

17.0 DIRECTORY ASSISTANCE (DA)

17.1 Spont will arrange 1o mclude and update the primars histmgs of cach MES
customer an s directory assistance database, i the wentical and transparent manner i whih,
Sprint provides those tunctions tor iy own Customer telephone numbers Sprnt will provide
MFES with the appropriate database tormat in order tor MES to submut the necessary imlormation
e compattble format A pramary bisting s detined as either the MES assigned number tor g
customer or the customer’s number tor which number portabily s provided. but not hoth
numbers  Spont will accord MES™ Customer histing intormation the same level ol confidentiaslits
which Sprint accords its own Customer hsting itormation, and Sprint shall ensure that access 10
MES™ Customer propuietary confidential hsting information will be hauted olely 1o those Spren
employees who are directly involved in the preparation of listings

172 AUMES request. Sprnt will (where avanlable) provide to MES operators, or 1o an
MES-designated operator bureau, on-line access 1o Sprint's Directory Assistance Service. where
sl access is dentical 1o the type of access Spont's own directory assistance operators utilize m
order to provide directory assistance services to Sprnt end users. Sprint will provide this
capabiliny under the most fvored non-discomunatons anll or contract rates and termis as

sdentinied i Schedule 10

173 ACMES' request, Sprnt wall provade to MEFS unbranded duectons assistance
service which s comparable i every way 1o the directory assistance service Sprint makes
avanluble o wts own end users Sprint will charge MIES for such unbranded directory assistance
capabtlity under the most favored non-discrimmatory tanfl or contract rates and terms as
dennfied m Schedule 1 0

174 At MES request. Sprnt will (where avinlable) provide 10 MES  directon
assistunce: service under MES™ brand which s comparable i every way 10 the directony
asistance service Sprnt makes avinlable o s own end users Spont wall charge MES tor such
branded directory assistance capabily under the most favored non-discrmunatory tanil! o
contract rates and terms as adenudied in Scheduale 10

175 AUMES request. Spant will (where avatlabler license 1o MES o an AMIS-
destenated operator burcau Sprint's diectory assistance database tor use in providimg competitive
ducctony assistance services. Spont will provade this capability under the most tavored non-
disciminatory tantt or contract rates and terms as wentitied i Schedule |0
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176 At MES request, Sprnt wall (where avanlable) m conpunction with 175 0r 174
above, provide caller-optional directory assistance call completion service, where technically
teasible, which 15 comparable in every way to the directory assistance call completion servi e
Sprint makes available to ats own end users Sprnt will charge MES for thes capabihity under the
maost favored non-discnmunatory tantfl or contract tates and terms as dennlicd m Schedele 10
per use of caller-optional directory assistance call completion Spont will provide MIES 1 an
electrome format, when techmcally feasible, i oan accurate and tmels manner. the detarled
balhing records associated with the call that wall enable MES 1o rebill the end user 1or e

Tune lion
150 RESALE OF SPRINT LOCAL ENCHANGE SERVICES
18.1  Availability of Services

Sprmt shall make avalable o MES ats telecommumications services tor resale by MI S ae
ordered by the FCC i Dochet No 96-98 - Services shall include, but are siof Timted 1o 1t rate
busmess service, basic e ISDN, primany rate 1SDN, analog and dyital PRNCtrank. 1vpe
services, Direet In-ward dialing services. Centrex services. and - enhanced  featunes and
capabilities such as vorce manl. call forwardine . call wantine wna CLASS and T ASS capabilines
Flndess otherwise mutually apereed. the services avinlable 1or resale will be subject o lurther
negotations, FCC and/or Commussion Proceedines and/or Orders and/or Arbitrations

1.2 Resale Agrecment Amendment

MES dnd Sprint agree 1o exceute an amendment o this Apreement  Dinies . otherwise
matually agreed. the wrme, condions, rates. and clauses contamed within this Apreement will

alsoapply to the Resale Agreement
18.3  Availability of Wholesale Prices

Allof the Sprnt-provided services avalable tor resale shall be prced ar Sprimtoretal price
fesels, less avonded costs Unless otherwise mutually avreed, the prices charged 1o ANIS Lo
tesale wall be based upon the FCO provy discount levels ordered by the FCC m CC Dochet
Noo 9698, further negotiatons. FCC and or Commusaaon Proceedmgs and or Opders and o

Arhatrations
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GENERAL PROVISIONS
19.0  GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES

19.1  Spnt and MES shall use us best eltorts 1o comply wath the Iimplementation
Schedule

19.2  The Parties shall exchange techmeal  descopuons amd  torecasts of - then
Interconnection  and  trathic requirements i sulhicrent detil necessary oo establhish the
Interconnections  required to assure tratfic complenon o and trom all Customers o then
respective designated service areas MES, tor the purpose of ubiquitous connectivity, netwaork
diversity and alternate routing, shall connect oo at least one Tandem Oftice Swatch tor the
receipt/completion ot trathic o any subtending Sprint End Ottice Swirches

19.3  Sevmonths trom the effective date of this Avreement, and cach rolling six monthy,
thereatier, each Party shall provide the other Party wath . rolling, six (60 calendar month, non
hinding torecast of us affic and volume requirements for the serveees and Network Elemen
provided under this Agreement i the lorm and e such detinl s apreed by the Parties
Notwithstanding Section 28 6 1, the Parnes agree that cach torec st provided uander thes Section
16 3 shall be deemed "Propoetary Informanion” under Section 28 6

19.4  Anv Parey that s required pursuant 1o this Apreement to provide a lorecast othe
“Torecast Provider i or the Party that s ennitled pursoant 1o this Agreement oo receive a lorecast
tthe “Forecast Reaipient™) with respect totrafiie and volume requirements tor the services and
Network Elements provided under this Agreement may request i addiiion o non-bindime
forecasts required by Secuon 19 3 thit the other enter imto negotianions to establish o forecist
“Binding Forecast™) that commuts such Forecast Provider o purchase. and such Forecast
Reciprent to provide, a specified volume 1o be utihized as set forth i such Binding Forecast The
Frorecast Provider and Forecast Reciprent shall negotate the werms ol such Binding Forecast
eood fath and shall mclude mosuch Bindimg Forecast provisions revarding poce, quantiny
habtlity tor tatlure to pertorm under a Binding Forecast and any other terms desired by such
FForecast Provider and Forecast Recipient Notwithstanding Secuon 28 61, the Parties agree that
cach forecast provided under this Secnion 19 4 shall be deenied "Proprictas Information”™ under
Secnon 28 6

19.5  Each Party s indiadually responsable o provide ticihines withan s netwaorl
which are necessary lor routng, transporting, measunnge, and bllinge tathic ttom the other
Wriv's network and tor delivenme such trallic 1o the other Parts s network an the standard
tormat compatible wath Spont’s network and Lo termamate the atbic ot recemves e that standard
tormat o the proper address on s network Such Loy shall be deeened based upon the
description and torecasts provided under Secoons 19 2 and 19 3 above  The Parbes are cach
solely responsible tor parncipation i and compliance with manonal network plans. meladinge [ he
Nanwonal Network Securiry Plan and The Emereency Preparedness Plan

5 |
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19.6  Newher Party shall use any service related o or using any of the Services
provided m this Agreement in any manner that interferes with other persons in the use of the
service, prevents other persons from using their service, or otherwise impairs the quality of
service to other carriers or 1o either Party’s Customers, and either Party may discontinue or
retuse service if the other Party violates this provision  Upon such violation, cither Party shall
provide the other Party nouce, 1f pracucable, at the ecarhest practicable time

19.7  Each Party s solely responsible for the services it provides o s Customers and
to other Telecommumeations Carniers

198  The Partes shall work cooperatively o nummize  traud  associted  with
thud number billed calls, calling card calls, and any other services related 1o this Agreement

19.9  Each Party 1s responsible tor admmstering NXX codes assigned o i1, and o
ensuning such codes are histed in the Local Exchange Rouung Guide ("LERG™) and associated
industry databases  This includes NXX codes assigned to a Party pursuant 1 Secaon 114 of
this Agrecment

19.10 Each Party s responsible for obtaiming Local Exchange Routing Guide ('L ERG™)
lisings of CLLI codes assigned to s swatches

19.11 Each Pany shall use the LERG published by Bellcore or s successor ton
ohtarmne rounng antormanon and  shall provide all required  imtormation o Bellcore to
nuantamng the LERG i tmely manner

1912 Each Party shall program and update ats own Central Oftice Swiches and Fnd
Othice switches and network systems 1o recogmize and toute talbic to and from the other Party s
assigned NXX codes  Except as mutually agreed or as otherwise expressly defined i this
Agreement, neither Party shall impose any fees or charees on the other Party for such activities
Lach Party shall provide writen nonce 1o the other Party . pursuant 1o Secton 29 12 when the
switch update actviy has been completed

1913 A all umes durmg the term ol this Agreement. cach Party shall heep and
mamtan an force ar each Pany's expense all ssurance requied by law (g.g, workers
compensation insurance) as well as peneral labrhty surance tor personal mpury or death 1o any
one person, property damage resulung from any one inadent, automobile Tability wath coverage
tor bodily mury for property damage  Upon request trom the other Party, cach Party shall
provade o the other Party evidence of such insurance (which nuy be provided throueh o

proveam of sell msurance)

19.14  Rate Centers wall be wentical Tor each Parey until such ume as MES s petinitied
) |

by ancapproprate reeublnory body o create ss own Rate Centers withm an ared
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1915 Industry  standardized  (those adopted by the Ordenng and Billing  Forumy
electronic interfaces tor the exchange of ordenng information must be adopted and made
avatlable using any industry standard order formats and methods that are developed (¢.g. EDI)
Electromic interfaces should be established 1o provide access to the Sprint order processinge
dinabase

20.0  TERN AND TERMINATION

20.1  The imual term of this Agreement shall be two (2) vears (the "Term”™) which shall
commence on the Effective Date  Absent the receipt by one Party of written notice from the
other Party at least sixty (60) days prior to the expirgtion of the Term o the effect that such
Party does not intend 1o extend the Term of this Agreement, this Agreement shall automaticalls
renew and reminn n tull force and eftect on and after the expiration of the Term until termmated
by either Party pursuant 1o Section 20 3

20.2  Esther Party may terminate this Agreement an the even that the other Party (1)
Luls 1o pay any amount when due hereunder (excluding Disputed  Amounts pursuant 1o
Section 23 11 and tals to cure such nonpayment within sixty (60) days atter recempt of written
notice thereof, or () Lals o pertorm any other materal obligation required o be pertormed by
It pursuant to this Agreement and Lals 1o cure such material nonperformance witlun forty five
(431 days afier written notice thereol

20.3  If pursuant to Section 20 1 this Agreement contmues m 1ull torce and eftect atter
the expiration of the Term, enther Party may termunate this Agreement (90) davs after delivening
written notice to the other Party of ats intention 1o terminate this Agreement Neather Party shall
have any hability to the other Party for termmation of this Agreement pursuant to this
Section 20 3 other than to pay to the other Party any amounts owed under this Apreement

204 Upon termination or expiration of tus Agreement o accordance with this
Section 20.0

() cach Party shall comply ammediately with us obhigations set forth n
Section 28 6 3,

(h) each Party shall continue o pertorm us obhweations and provide the
services as descoibed herem unul such time as a successor agreement between the Parties
is entered anto, provided. however, that the Parties shall renegotiate the rates, tees and
charges contined herem. and

W) cach Parey shadl promptisy pay all amounts anclading any Lae pavoent

Clarges) owed under this Agreenent
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20.5  No remedy set forth m this Agreement s intended 1o be exclusive and cach and
every remedy shall be cumulauve and in addiion o any other nights or remedies now o
hereafter existing under applicable law or otherwise

21.0  DISCLAIMER OF REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES

EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT. NO PARTY
MAKES OR RECEIVES ANY WARRANTY . EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT T0)
THE  SERVICES, FUNCTIONS AND  PRODUCTS 11 PROVIDES UNDER  OR
CONTEMPLATED BY THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES DISCLAIM THE
IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR  OF FITNESS FOR A
PARTICULAR PURPOSE

22,0 CANCELLATION CHARGES

I:xcept as provided in Sections 8 4 and 19 4 and pursuant 10 a Network Element Bona
Fide Request, or as otherwise provided i any apphicable tarift or contract reterenced herem. ne
cancellation charges shall apply

230 NON-SEVERABILITY

231 The services, arrangements, Interconnecuon. Netwe ! Dlements. tenms and
condinons ot this Agreement were mutually negotiated by the Parties as a total arcangement and
are intended 1o be non-severable, subject only to Section 29 14 of this Agreement

23.2 Nothmg i this Agreement shall be construed as requining or pernitung either
Party 1o contravene any requirement of federal or state law. or any regulations or orders adopted
pursuant to such law

2400 INDENINIFICATION

24.1  Each Party shall be responsible only for servicets) and facilitviies) wihich e
provided by that Party, uts authorized agents, subcontractors, or others retained by such parties.
and neither Party shall bear any responsibility for the services and tacilities provided by the other
Party. s agents. subcontractors, or others ietaned by such parties

24.2  Except as otherwise provided in Secnions 24 3. 24 3 and 25 2, and 1o the extent
not prolubited by law and not otherwise controlled by antt, cach Party (the “Indemmity g
Party™) shall defend and andemmity the other Party (the “Indemmified Party™) and hold such
Indemnified Party harmless against any Loss 1o a third party ansing out of the neghigence or
willtul musconduct by such Indemnitying Party, uts agents. s Custoniers, contractors, or others
retamed by such parties, i connection with #s provision of services or tunctions under this
Avreciment
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24.3  In the case of any Loss alleged or made by a Customer of either Parnty, the Parn
("Indemmifying Party”) whose Customer alleged or made such Loss shall defend and indemmits
the other Party (the "Indemnified Party”) and hold such Indemnified Party harmless aganst any
or all of such Loss alleged by cach and every Customer

244 Each Pany ("Indemmified Party”) shall be ndemmified. defended and held
harmizss by the other Party (“Indemmifving Party™) agamnst any Loss arsme bom sulh
Indemmitying Party's use of services oftered under this Agreement, ivolving

(1) Claims for libel, slander, ivasion of privacy, or infringement ol copy et
arismg from the Indemmtymg Party's own communicanons or the communications. of
such Indemmitying Party's Customers, or

(2) Clums  for  patent,  rademark,  copynigeln mtnngement o othes
mtnngement of intellectual property nights, arising from the Indemmifving Party's acrs
combining or using the service turmished by the Indemmified Party in connection with
facthnies or equipment furmished by the Indemnitying Party or s Customers. agents,
subcontractors or others retamed by such parties

24.5  The Indemnifying Party agrees to defend any suit brought against the Indemmticd
Panty tor any Loss identified in this Section 24 0 The Indemmitied Party agrees oo nonly the
Indemmitying Party promptly i writing of any written clanms, Tiwsuns, or demand tor which
such Indemnitying Party s o may be responstble and ot which the Indemmiticd Party s
knowledee and 1o cooperate in every reasonable way to tacilitate detense or settlement of clims
The Indemmitying Party shall have the exclusive night to control and conduct the defense and
settlement of any such actions or claims subject to consultation with the Indemnificd Party  The
Indemmiying Party shall not be hable tor any settlement by the Indemnified Party unless such
Indemmitying Party has approved such seulement in advance and agrees to be bound by the
agreement incorporating such seulement

250 LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

25.1 Neither  Party  shall be  lable for any  act or  omussion  of  another
telecommumications company when the hnes or services of that company are used in estabhshing
connections to and/or from pomnts reached by o Party's Lines

25.2  Each Party agrees to himut the other Party's habahuy 1o the customers of 1the fis
Paniy o the greatest extent permissible by law MES arrees toonclude s local exchange
service tntta hinutanon of habihiny Tor damages oots customers that covers Sprnt as a provider
ob u portion of MES™ end user services to the same extent as MES hnuts s own liabiliy 1o 11s
customers - Sprnt agrees (o nclode moas local exchange service tantt o hmtation of Tubily for
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damages 1o its customers that covers MES as a provider of a portion of Sprint's end user service
to the same extent as Sprnt lines ats own habaliny 1oy customers

25.3 The Parties do not agree as 1o the inclusion of i Consequential Damages
provision  Sprint desires inclusion of the following provision
4o ¥

-

“Except as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, nenther Party shall be |uspuu.~.1hit.lrnr
any ndirect, special, consequential or pumitive damages, including (without hmitaton;
damages for loss of anucipated protits, revenue or other econonne 1oss i connection witl,
or ansing from anything sid. omitted or done hereunder (collecuvely “Consequentl
Damages™), whether ansing in contract or tort, provided that the foregomg shall not L
a Panty’s obligaton under Indemmbicanon, o mdemmity, defend. and hold the other
Party harmless against amounts payable to third parties

“Notwithstanding: the toregomg. i no event shall one Party's Tabiliy 1o 1he other Parny
for a service outage exceed an amount equal to the proportionate charge for the servicets)
or unbundled elementis) provided tor the period during which the service was atfected

MIES opposes inclusion of such a provision  Theretore, this s subject “o further negotatons or
arbitration The Parties agree 1o third parnty arbitration of this 1ssue, 10 be completed within sixn
(601 days of the eftecuve date of this Agreement, ina manner 10 be agreed between the Parties.
in the event they cannot negotiate a resolution

26,0 REGULATORY APPROVAL

201 The Parnes understand and agree that this Agreement will be filed with the
Commussion and may therealter be filed with the FCC - The Parties covenant and agree that this
Agreement 1s satisfactory to them as an agreement under Section 251 of the Act Fach Parn
covenants and agrees to fully support approval of this Apreement by the Comnussion or the 1'CC
under Section 252 of the: Act without modificaton The Parnies, however, reserve the night o
seck regulatory rehie! and otherwise seeh redress from each other tepanding pertormance and
mplementation of this Avteement  In the event the Conmission refects ans portion ol ths
Apreement, the Parties agree 10 meet and nevotate i good fath oo arrive ot & mutually

acceptable modification of the rejected porton
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262 This Agreement shall at all nmes be subject to changes or moditications with
respect to the rates, terms, or conditions contained heren as may be ordered by the Commussion
or the FCC in the exercise of thewr respectuve junsdictions, whether said changes or
modifications result from a rulemaking proceeding, a generic investgation or an arbitration
proceeding which apphes to Sprint or in which the Commussion makes i peneric deternunation

This Agreement shall be modified, however, only 1o the extent necessary o apply said changes
where Sprint-specific data has been made avalable to the Parnes and considered by the
Commussion — Any rates, terms condinons thus developed shall be substituted in place of those
previously i effect and shall be deemed to have been effective under this Agreement s of the
effect ve date of the order by the Commussion or the FCC, regardless of whether such action was
commenced betore or alier the effective date of the Agreement 1t any such modihication renders
the Apreement inoperable or creates any ambnewnty or requirement tor turther amendment o the
Agreement, the Parties will negotiate i good Luth o agree upon necessary amendments 1o the

Agreement
27.0  QUALITY OF SERVICE STANDARDS

271 Sprnt shall provide MES provisioming, repair and manienance support at the
same imes and durations as Sprint provides tor aself and/or s custoners  Sprint shall accept
orders tfrom MES during the hours of operation of the appropriate ordering center

272 Spra shall provide MES mantenance and repan services on wholesale and o

unbundled Lacihities o numner that s omely . consistent and ar paniy with unhundled service
provided 10 Sprnt s end users andror other carners

273 Wil 120 days of the effective date of this Agreement, Spont and MES will
jontly develop a method to monitor, on a monthly basis, the following key measurements

i) the number each of unbundled loop, number portability (RCEFy and Traflic
Exchange trunk nstallatons an the month complered by the MES desirad due date or missed due
to end user or MES actuons, divided by the number of MES installanons lor unbundied loop
number portabthty (RCEy and ‘Trathie Exchange nunks tor the month,

b the number ot justihied customer-penerated trouble reports on unbundled
loops, number portability (RCE) and Trathic Exchange trunks entered during the given month
divided by the wtal number of MES circunts, and

§] the averaee mterval, expressed i hours o the nearest tenih, Irom recerpt
ol the unbundled loop, RCEF or Trathic Fxchange trunk trouble report unnil the time that thc
trouble report s cleared with the end user custome

274 bor the key measurements Disted i Secoon 27 30 Spont will have the lollow e
tirpeet obhjectivey
N




a) percentage of end user desired due date met 98% |

h) farlure frequency 1 5%,
c) tarlure interval - 2 hours

27,5 Sprnt will provide to MES the key statstical measurements isted in Secnon 27 3
on i monthly basis and will also provide o MES on g monthly basis the same measurenments
(L&, percemtage completed by customer desired due date, tadure trequency and mean tme to
repair) Dr s end user and other customers for sinmlar services

27.6 Spnint will ancorporate the key  measurements histed in Section 27 3 ante e
"Tracking Exceptional Customer Sausfacnion™ progriam or s successor

277 Spnnt and MES shall negonate o mechamsm whereby  Sprint will improve
performance when 1t s in breach of the target obecnves histed in Section 27 3 Sprint shall
mdemmty MES for any torfeiures or cvil penalties o other repulator imposed Lines Cansed by
Sprint’s failure to meet Comnussion imposed service standards or agreed 1o service standards

28.0  MISCELLANEOUS
251 Authorization

28 11 Sprnt’s Flonda local telephone corporations are corporations duly
organized, valdly existng and in good standing under the laws of the State of Floruda and have
tull power and authority 1o execute and deliver this Agreement and 1o pertorm the obligations
hereunder

28.1.2 MFS 15 a corporaton duly orgamized. vahdly  exising and e pood
standing under the laws of the State of Delaware and has tull poswer and authonty (o execure and
deliver this Agreement and to pertorm ats obligations hereunder

28.2  Compliance  Each Party shall comply wath all apphicable federal, state, and local
laws rules. and regulanions applicable o us pertormance under this Acreement

28.3  Compliance with the Communications Law  Enforcement Act of 1994
("CALEA")  Each Party represents and warrants that any equipment, facilines or services
provaded 1o the other Party under this Agreement comply with CALEA  Each Party shall
imdemmily and hold the other Party harmless from any and all penalties imposed upon the other
farty tor such noncomphance and shall at the noncomphiant Partv's sole cost and CXpPensy
maodity or replace any equipment. tacihes or services provided o the other Parey wnder thes
Agteciient to ensure that such equipiient, Lictines and services talls comply with AL A
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284 Independent Contractor  Each Farty shall perform services hereunder as an
mdependent contractor and nothing heren shall be construed as creaung any other relationship
hetween the Parties. Each Party and each Party’s comtractor shall be solely responsible for the
withholding or payment of all applicable federal, state and local mcome taxes. socil secuis
taxes and other payroll taxes with respect o thewr employees, as well as any taves, conrbution.
or other obhgations imposed by applicable state unemployvment or workers’ COmpensation act.
Each Party has sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire and otherwise control s crplovees

28.5 Force Majeure  Newher Party shall be luble tor any delay ot Golure 1
performance of any part of this Agreement from any cause bevond as control and withow 11
ealt or neghgence including, without limanion, acts of nature. acts of God - acte ol civil o
mihny authority,  povernment  repulations, cbatgoes,  epdemics,  eronst  acts. ot
misurrections, fires, explosions. carthquakes, nuclear acaidents, floods, work Stoppages, Strikes
cquipment lalure, power blackouts, volcame action, other major environmental disturbance:,
unusually severe weather condions, imability to secure products or services of other persons ol
transportation facithties or acts or omissions ol transportation carriers (collectively, a “Force

Majeure Event™)
25.6  Confidentiality

286 1 Anv informanon such as specificatons. drawines, sketches.  business
mtormation. forecasts, models. samples, data, computer programs and other sottwire !
docunwntanon ot one Party (o “Disclosing Parey™) that s turmeshed or made avaalable o
otherwise disclosed 1o the other Party or any of s emplovees. contractors, agents or Affiliates
(s “Representatives™ and with a0 Party, a "Receiving Party ™) pursuant 1o this Agreement
("Proprictary Information™) shall be deemed the property of the Disclosing Party  Proprictary
Intormation, af writien, shall be marked “Confidential” or “Proprictary” or by other similar
notice, and. 1f oral or visual, shall be confirmed i wriung as confidential by e Ihsclosing
arty w0 the Recewing Party within ten (10) days atter disclosure Unless Proprictarn
Intormation was previously known by the Recewing Party free of any obligation 1 keep ot
contidential, or has been or s subsequently made public by an act not atiributable 1o the
Recerving Party, or is exphicitly agreed m writing not 1o be reearded as confidential. 1t () shall
he held o confidence by each Recaving Party, (b shall be disclosed 1o only those
Representatives who have a need tor o n connection with the provision of services reguined to
fullill tus Agreement and shall be used only for such purposes, and (¢) may be used tor other
purposes only upon such terms and condinons as may be mutually agreed o m advance of use 1
wntng by the Parties Notwithstanding the foregomg semence. o Recenving Paris shall be
entitled to disclose or provide Proprictary Information as requued by any povernmental authoris
o applicable law only i accordance with Section 28 6.2

2862 It any Recernving Party s required by any vovernmental authont or - be
appheable Lw 1o disclose any Proprictary Inlormation. then such Receving Party shall provide
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the Desclosing Party with written notice o such requirement as soon as possible and prior to
such disclosure The Disclosimg Party may then enther seek appropriate protectve rehiet from all
or part of such requirement or, 1f it fails to successfully do so. i shall be deemed to have waived
the Receving Party's comphiance with Section 28 6 with respect 1o all or part of such
requirement. The Recewving Party shall use all commercially reasonable eftorts 1o cooperate with
the Disclosing Party i attempting to obtain any protective rehel which such Disclosme Parn
chooses to obtain

28 0.3 In the event or the expiration or wermmation of this Agreement fot am
reason whatsoever, each Party shall rewrn 1o the other Party or destroy all Proprietars
Information and other documents, work papers and other material (ncluding all copies thereot)
obtaned from the other Party in connection with this Agreement and shall use all reasonahile
ettorts, including instructing s employees and others who have had access to such mformation
10 keep confidenual and not 1o use any such information, unless such imformation 1 now . or -
hereatter disclosed, through no act, omission or fault of such Party, i any manner making o
avatlable to the general public

28.7  Governing Law  For all claims under this Agreement that are based upon issues
within the jurnisdiction (primary or otherwise) of the FCC, the exclusive pasdiction and remedy
tor all such chums shall as provided for by the FCC and the Act  For all claims under this
Agreement that are based upon issues within the junsdiction (prinary or otherwise) of the
Commssion, the exclusive unsdiction for all such clums shall ve with such Comnussion, and
the exclusive remedy for such cinms shall be as provided tor by such Commussion In all other
respects, this Agreement shall be governed by the domestic laws of the state of Flonda without
reterence o conthet of Law provisions

2.8 Taxes

288 1 With  respect 1w any  purchase  of  services,  facihiies o1 other
arrangements. b any Tax as required or permatted by applicable law to be collected from the
purchasing party by the providing party, then (I the providing party shall umely Wil the
purchasing party for such Tax. (1) the purchasing party shall umely remit such Tax o the
providing party and (i) the providing party shall tmely remat such collected Tax 1o the
apphlicable taxing authority

28 8.2 Taxes Imposed on Customers  With respect o any purchase of services,
tacihities or arrangements that are resold o a third party, 1t any ‘Tax s imposed by apphicable
law on the customer in connection with any such purchase, then, the purchasing Party (11 shall
be required 1o impose and/or collect such Tax from the customer and o0 shall tumely renut
such Tax o the applicable tavng authorny  When the purchasing Party resells the services
tacilities or arrangements provided tor heremn, the purchasing Party shall provide the providing
Party & wnitten exemption notce i accordance with Secnons 258 5 and 25 89 In the
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absence of a tax exemption notice, the providing Party will bill the purchasing Party all
customer taxes that apply to such services, facilities or arrangements

28 8.3 Taxes imposed on the providing, party. With respect 1o any purchase of
services, facilines or arrangements, if any Tax is imposed by applicable law on the receipts of
the providing party (Receipts Tax), wiuch law permiuts the providing party 1o exclude certan
receipts received  from sales for resale (o a public uulity, distnibutor, telephone company
local exchange carrier, telecommumcations company or other communications  company
(Telecommunications  company), such exclusion being based solely on the tact that the
purciasing party 1s also subject to a tax based upon receipts, then the purchasing party shall (1)
provide the providing party with notice in writing in accordance with Section 28 8 9 below of
its intent to pay the Receipts Tax, (1) shall timely pay the receipts tax o the apphcable tay
authority, and (1) shall indemmity the providing party with respect o pavment thereot

28.8.4 Liabilny for uncollected tax. mterest and penalty  If the providing party
his not received an exemption certificate and fails o collect any Tax as required by subsection
2K K 1, then, as between the providing party and the purchasing party, (1) the purchasing party
shall remain hable for such uncoliected Tax and (10 the providing party shall be lable for any
penalty and nterest assessed with respect to such uncollected Taa by such taxing authoruy
However, if the purchasing party tuls 10 umely pay any taxes properly billed, then, as
between  the providing party and the purchasing party, the purchasing party will be solely
responsible for payment of the taxes, penalty and interest

It the purchasing party fwls 10 impose and/or collect any Tax from customers s
tequired by subsection 28 8.2, then, as between the providing party and the purchasing party,
the purchasing party shall remiun hable for such uncollected Tax and any interest and penalty
assessed thereon with respect to the uncollected Tax by the applicable taxing authority. With
respect to any Tax that the purchasing party has agreed to pay or impose on and/or collect
from customers, the purchasing party agrees o indemmity and hold harmless the providing
party on an after-tax basis for any costs mcurred by the providing party as a result of actions
taken by the apphicable tixang authoriy to recover the Tax from the providing Party due 1o the
Llatlure of the purchasing party to tely pay or collect and umely remnt such Tax to such

authoriy

28 8.5 Tax exemptions and exemption cernficates. 1 apphcable law clearly
cxempts & purchase trom a Tax and 1l such law also provides an exemption procedure, such as
an exemption-certificate requirement. then, 1f the purchasing party complies with such
procedure, the providing party shall not collect such Tax during the Effective Period of such
excemption It apphicable law clearly exempts a purchase trom a Tax and does not also provide
an exemption procedure, then purchasimg party will provade the prowadine party a letter, siened
by an othicer, requesting such exempuon and ciing the provision i the law wihich allows
exemption  Purchasing party will agree o mdemmity and hold harmless the providing party on
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an after-tax basis for tax, penalty and interest which may due f the exemption i Liter demed
the taxing authority

28.8.6 This agreement does not cover any tax which may be imposed on enther
pariy’'s corporale existence, status or imncome

28.8.7 Whenever possibie, all Taxes shall be billed as & separately stated 1em

28.8 8 In the event cither party 15 udued by a tasing authority, the other pare
agrees o cooperate fully with the party being audited in order to respond to any audit inquiries
n a proper and timely manner so that the audit and/or any resulung controversy mav be
reso ved expeditiously

28.8.9 Notices for purposes of this Section:  All nouices, affidavits, exemption
certificates or other commumications required or permitted to be given by either party to the
other, for purposes of this Section, shall be made in wriing and shall be dehvered 1n person or
sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, or registered mail, or a counier service providing
proot of service, and sent to the following

To MES Director - Corporate Tax Department
MES Commumcanons Company, inc
L1808 Miracle Hills Drive
Omaha, NI© 68154

With a copy o Semor Director - Sowhern Region Reeulatory At
MES Commumcanons Company, Inc
Six Concourse Parkway, Sute 2100
Atlanta, Georma 30328

Tuo Sprint Sprint Southern Operations
Tax Depariment (Ml Code 5240,
' O Box 165000
Altamonte, Floruda 32716 5000

With a copy to Fack Burge
Sprint
Natonal Account Manager-Local Markers
2330 Shawnee Mission Parkway
KSWIESO21 3
Westwood . kansis 06205
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Either party may from time to time designate another address or other addresses by giving
notice in accordance with the terms of this Section. Any notice or other communication shall
be deemed to be given when received.

28.8.10 Definitions

a) Effective Period: Effective period shall mean the period from the time that a
proper exemption certificate for cach type of Tax is received and approved by the Corporate
Tax Department of the providing party until the expiration date of the exemption certificate as

set by the applicable law.

b) Tax: Tax shall mean any and all federal, state, local, municipality, public utility
commission, public service commission or other governmental agency tax, fee, surcharge or
other tax-like charge as required or permitted by applicable law to be collected from the
purchasing party by the providing party.

28.9 Assignment

This Agreement shall be binding upon every ILEC subsiuiary and 1LEC affiliate (except
that this Agreement shall specifically not be binding upon Vista Telephone until such time as Sprint
acquires at least a 50% equity stake in Vista) of either Party that is engaged in providing telephone
exchange and exchange access services in any termitory within which Sprint 1s an Incumbent Local
Exchange Carrier as of the date of this Agreement (the “Sprint Territory™), and shall continue to be
binding upon all such entities regardless of any subsequent change in their ownership Except as
provided in this paragraph, neither Party may assign or transfer (whether by operation of law or
otherwise) this Agreement (or any rights or obligations hereunder) to a third party without the pror
written consent of the other Party; provided that each Party may assign this Agreement to a
corporate Affiliate or an entity under its common control or an entity acquiring all or substantially
all of its assets or equity by providing prior written notice to the other Party of such assignment or
transfer. Any attempted assignment or transfer that is not permtted 1s void ab nijie. Without
limiting the gencrality of the foregoing, this Agreement shall be binding upon and shall inure 1o the
benefit of the Parties’ respective successors and assigns

28.10 Non-Waiver

Failure of either Party to insist on performance of any term or condition of this
Agreement or to exercise any right or privilege hereunder shall not be construed as a continuing
or future waiver of such term, condition, right or privilege.

28.11 Disputed Amounts
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28.11.1 If any portion of an amount due to a Party (the "Billing Party”) under this
Agreement is subject to a bona fide dispute between the Parues, the Party billed (the
"Non-Paying Party”) shall within sixty (60) days of its receipt of the invoice contaiming such
disputed amount give notice to the Billing Party of the amounts it disputes ("Disputed Amounts”)
and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing each item The
Non-Paying Party shall pay when due (1) all undisputed amounts 1o the Hilling Party and () all
Disputed Amounts into an interest bearing escrow account with a third party escrow agent
mutually agreed upon by the Parties.

28.11.2 If the Parties are unable to resolve the issues related to the Disputed
Amnunts in the normal course of business within sixty (60) days after delivery to the Billing
Panty of notice of the Disputed Amounts, each of the Parties shall appoint a designated
representative who has authority to settle the dispute and who is at a higher level of management
than the persons with direct responsibility for administration of this Agreement  The designated
representatives shall meet as often as they reasonably deem necessary in order to discuss the
dispute and negotiate in good faith in an effort to resolve such dispute. The specific format for
such discussions will be left to the discretion of the designated representatives, however all
reasonable requests for relevant information made by one Party 1o the othe: Party shall be

honored.

28.11.3 If the Parties are unable to resolve issues related to the Disputed Amounts
within forty-five (45) days after the Parties' appointment of designated representatives pursuant
to Section 29.11.2, then either Party may file a complaint with the Commission to resolve such
1ssues or proceed with any other remedy pursuant to law or equity. The Commission may direct
release of any or all funds (including any accrued interest) in the escrow account, plus applicable
late fees, to be paid to either Party.

28.11.4 The Parties agree that all negotiations pursuant to this Section 29 11 shall
remain confidential and shall be treated as compromise and settlement negotiations for purposes
of the Federal Rules of Evidence and state rules of evidence.

28.11.5 Any undisputed amounts not paid when due shall accrue interest from the
date such amounts were due at the lesser of (i) one and one-half percent (1-1/2%) per month or
(ii) the highest rate of interest that may be charged under applicable law or tariff

28.12 Notices. Notices given by one Party to the other Party under this Agreement
shall be in writing and shall be (a) delivered personally, (b) delivered by express delivery
service, (c) mailed, certified mail or first class U.S. mail postage prepaid, return receipt
requested or (d) delivered by telecopy to the following addresses of the Parties:

To MFS:

MFS Communications Company, Inc
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Six Concourse Parkway

Suite 2100

Atlanta, Georgia 30328

Atn: Senior Director, Regulatory Affairs - Southern Region

with a copy to:

General Counsel

MFS Communications Company, Inc.
11808 Miracle Hills Drive

Omaha, Nebraska 68154

To Sprint:

Mr. Jerry Johns

Vice President - Law and External Affairs
United Telephone Company of Florida
Box 165000

Altamonte Springs, Florida 32716-5000

with a copy to:
Sprint
Mr. Jack Burge
National Account Manager - Local Markets
2330 Shawnee Mission Parkway
Mailstop: KSWESB0213
Westwood, KS 66205

or to such other address as either Party shall designate by proper notice. Notices will be deemed
given as of the earlier of (i) the date of actual receipt, (1) the next business day when notice 1s
sent via express mail or personal delivery, (iit) three (3) days after mailing in the case of first
class or centified U.S. mail or (iv) on the date set forth on the confirmation in the case of

telecopy.

28.13 Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks. Neither Party nor its
subcontractors or agents shall use the other Party's trademarks, service marks, logos or other
proprictary trade dress in any advertising, press releases, publicity matters or other promotional
materials without such Party's prior written consent

28.14 Option to Elect Other Terms. If Sprint enters into an agreement (the "Other
Agreement”) approved by the Commission pursuant to Section 252 of the Act which provides for
the provision of arrangements covered n this  Agreement 10 another  requesting
Telecommunications Carrier, including its affiliate, Sprint shall make available to MFS such
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arrangements upon the same rates, terms and conditions as those provided in the Other
Agreement. At its sole option, MFS may avail itself of either (i) the Other Agreement in its
entirety or (ii) the prices, terms and conditions of the Other Agreement that directly relate to any

of the following duties as a whole:
(1) Interconnection - Sections 4.0 and 5.0 of this Agreement; or
(2) E911/911 - Secuon 7.0 of this Agreement; or
(3)  BLV/BLVI - Section 7.0 of this Agreement, or
(4)  Information Services Traffic - Section 7.0 of this Agreement; or
(5) Unbundled Access - Section 8.0 of this Agreement; or
(6)  Collocation - Section 10.0 of this Agreement; or
(7) Number Portability - Section 11.0 of this Agreement; or
(8) Access to Rights of Way - Section 13.0 of this Agreement: .
(9) Directory Listings and Directory Distribution - Section 16.0 of this Agreement; or
(10) Directory Assistance Service - Section 17.0 of this Agreement; or
(11) Resale - Section 18.0 of this Agreement; or
(12) Exchange Access - Section 6.0 of this Agreement
28.15 Joint Work Product. This Agreement 1s the joint work product of the Parties

and has been negotiated by the Parties and their respective counsel and shall be fairly interpreted
in accordance with 1ts terms and, in the event of any ambiguities, no inferences shall be drawn

against either Party.

28.16 No Third Party Beneficiaries; Disclaimer of Agency. This Agreement is for the
sole benefit of the Parties and their permitted successors and assigns, and nothing herein express
or implied shall create or be construed to create any third-party beneficiary rights hereunder
Except for provisions herein expressly authorizing a Party to act for another, nothing in this
Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or agent of the other Party, nor shall
a Party have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any hability or any obligation of
any kind, express or implied, against or in the name or on behalf of the other Party unless
otherwise expressly permitted by such other Party. Except as otherwise expressly provided in
this Agreement, no Party undertakes to perform any obligation of the other Party, whether
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regulatory or contractual, or to assume any responsibility for the management of the other
Party's business.

28.17 No License. No license under patents, copyrights or any other intellectual
property right (other than the limited license to use consistent with the terms, conditions and
restrictions of this Agreement) is granted by either Party or shall be implied or arise by estoppel
with respect to any transactions contemplated under this Agreement

28.18 Technology Upgrades. Nothing in this Agreement shall limit Sprint's ability to
upgrade its network through the incorporation of new equipment, new software or otherwise.
Sprint shall provide MFS written notice at least ninety (90) days prior to the incorporation of any
such upgrades in Sprint's network which will materially impact MFS' service. MFS shall be
solely r:sponsible for the cost and effort of accommodating such changes in its own network

28.19 Survival. The Parties' obligations under this Agreement which by their nature
are intended to continue beyond the termination or expiration of this Agreement shall survive the
termination or expiration of this Agreement, including without limitation, Sections 20.4, 21.0,
22.0,24.0, 25.0, 27.0, 28.3, 28.6, 29.11, 29.13 and 29.17.

28.20 Scope of Agreement. This Agreement is intended to describe and enable specific
Interconnection and access to unbundled Network Elements and compensation arrangements
between the Parties. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to provide arrangements not
specifically provided herein.

28.21 Entire Agreement. The terms contained in this Agreement and any Schedules,
Exhibits, tariffs and other documents or instruments referred to herein, which are incorporated
into this Agreement by this reference, constitute the entire agreement between the Parties with
respect to the subject matter hereof, superseding all prior understandings, proposals and other
communications, oral or written. Neither Party shall be bound by any preprinted terms additional
to or different from those in this Agreement that may appear subsequently in the other Party's
form documents, purchase orders, quotations, acknowledgments, invoices or other
communications. This Agreement may only be modified by a writing signed by an officer of
each Party.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement 1o be executed
as of this 19th day of September, 1996.

MFS Communications Company, Inc. United Telephone Company Of Florida
By: %Vj Aé/"‘/_‘ By o &

v <)
Printed: /4'!'5 ol ':)- 'L/q{f"; Printed: %2~ 1 YA T)‘Lﬁ " S

Title: Ve Fo Joas ﬂf,mfa*ny /{'{Téffi R AT A, .

49



1

|

v,

VI

SCHEDULE 1.0

LATA 458 PRICING SCHEDULE

Reciprocal Compensation
Composite Rate = $0.0055 per minute (end office rate of $0.004 and tandem rate of $0.0015)
Transit Function
Rate = $0.0015
BLV/BLVI Traffic
Rate = 3$0.95 per Busy Line Venficauon
$0.45 per Busy Line Verification Interrupt
(in addition to $0.95 for Busy Line Verification)
Interim Number Porability Through Direct Inward Dial
Terms to be negotiated subject 1o cost-based and compentively-neutral cost-recovery
911/E911 Services
Where the capability is used the following applicable rates will apply:

Voice Grade — Channel Mile Fixed $30.00 MRC
-- Channel Mile Per Mile $2.40 MRC

-- DSO Port Charge $19.50 MRC

DS-1 -- Channel Mile Fixed $39.50 MRC
-- Channel Mile Per Mile $17.00 MRC
-- DSO Port Charge $19.50

Directory Assistance Rates (where capabilities are available)

On-hine access 1o Sprint's Directory Assistance Service for an MFS-designated Operator Bureau. Rate =
Non-discriminatory tarifT or contract rates and terms

Unbranded Directory Assistance. Rate = Current total rate of $0.25 per call This capability may require
MFS to be responsible for provisioning separate trunk group

MFS Branded Directory Assistance. Rate = Currently total rate of $0.25 per call. This capability may
require MFS to be responsible for provisioning separate trunk group

License to MFS or an MFS-designated Operator Bureau Sprint’s directory database  Hate = Non-
discriminatory tanfT or contract rates and terms,

Caller-optional call completion capability. Rate = Non-discniminatory tanfT or contract rates and terms
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EXHIBIT A

NETWORK ELEMENT BONA FIDE REQUEST

f Each Party shall promptly consider and analyze access to a new unbundled
Network Element with the submussion of a Network Element Bona Fide Request hereunder. The
Network Element Bona Fide Request process set forth heremn does not apply to those services
requested pursuant to Report & Order and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 91-141 (rel. Oct. 19,
1992) § 259 and n.603.

2 A Network Element Bona Fide Request shall be submitted in writing and shall

rap

include a technical description of each requested Network Element

3 The requesting Party may cancel a Network Element Bona Fide Request at any
time, but shall pay the other Party's reasonable and demonstrable costs of processing and/or
implementing the Network Element Bona Fide Request up to the date of cancellation

4 Within ten (10) business days of its receipt, the receiving Party shall acknowledge
receipt of the Network Element Bona Fide Request.

5 Except under extraordinary circumstances, within thirty (30) days of uts receipt of
a Network Element Bona Fide Request, the receiving Party shall provige w the requesting Party
a prehminary analysis of such Network Element Bona Fide Request. The preliminary analysis
shall confirm that the receiving Party will offer access to the Network Element or will provide a
detailed explanation that access to the Network Element is not technically feasible and/or that the
request does not qualify as a Network Element that is required to be provided under the Act

6. Upon receipt of the preliminary analysis, the requesting Party shall noufy the
receiving Party of its intent to proceed or not to proceed within 30 days.

7. The receiving Party shall promptly proceed with the Network Element Bona Fide
Request upon receipt of written authorization from the requesting Party. When it receives such
authorization, the receiving Party shall promptly develop the requested services, determine their
availability, calculate the applicable prices and establish installation intervals

B. As soon as feasible, but not more than minety (90) days after us receipt of
authorization to proceed with developing the Network Element Bona Fide Request, the receiving
Party shall provide to the requesting Party a Network Element Bona Fide Request quote which
will include, at a minimum, a description of each Network Element, the availability, the
apphicable rates (developed n accordance with Commission or FCC-approved pricing
methodologies) and the installation intervals.
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9. Within thirty (30) days of its receipt of the Network Element Bona Fide Request
quote, the requesting Party must either confirm its order for the Network Element Bona Fide
Request pursuant to the Network Element Bona Fide Request quote or seck arbitration by the
Commission pursuant to Section 252 of the Act.

10.  If a Panty to a Network Element Bona Fide Request believes that the other Party
is not requesting, negotiating or processing the Network Element Bona Fide Request in good
faith, or disputes a determunation, or price or cost quote, such Party may seck mediation or
arbitration by the Commission pursuant to Section 252 of the Act.
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Exhibit B

Meet-point Billing Provisions (Page 1 of 2)

|. Sprint shall provide MFS with the Switched Access Detail Usage Data (category 1101XX
records) on an on-going basis on magnetic tape or via electronic file transfer using EMR format.
no later than 10 days after the end of the calendar month billing penod

2. MFS shall provide Sprint wath the Switched Access Summary Usage Data (category 1150XX

records) on magnetic tape or via electronic file transfer using the EMR format, no later than 10
days after the MFS bill is rendered.

3. In accordance with MECAB guidelines, cach Party shall coordinate and exchange the billing
account reference (“BAR”) and billing account cross reference (“BACR") numbers for the MPB
Service. Each Party shall notify the other if the level of billing or other BAR/BACR elements
change, resulting in a new BAR/BACR number

4. If Switched Access Detail Usage Data is not submitted to MFS by Sprint in a uricly fashion
or if it is not in proper format as previously defined, and if as a result MFS 1s delaved in billing
the IXCs, late payment charges will be payable by Sprint to MFS as prescribed i1 MFS™ access
tanff.

5. If Switched Access Summary Usage Data is not submitted to Spnnt by MFS in a umely
fashion or if it is not in proper format as previously defined, and if as a result Sprint 1s delayed 1n
billing the IXCs, late payment charges will be payable to Sprint as prescribed in Spnint’s access
tariff. Excluded from this provision will be any Switched Access Detail Usage Data records not
provided by Sprint in a imely fashion.

6. In the event MFS determines to offer Exchange Services in another LATA in which Sprint
operates an access tandem, Sprint shall, except in instances of capacity limitations, permit and
enable MFS to sub-tend the Sprint access tandem switch(es) nearest to the MFS Ratng Point(s)
associated with the NPA-NXX(s) to/from which the Switched Access Services are homed. In
instances of capacity limitation at a given access tandem switch, MFS shall be allowed to sub-
tend the next-nearest Sprint access tandem switch in which sufficient capacity is available. The
MPB percentages for each new Rating Point/access tandem pair shall be calculated according to
one of the three methods identified in the MECAB document and consistent with Exhibit C.




Exhibit B
Meet-point Billing Provisions (Page 2 of 2)

7. MFS shall inform Sprint of the tandem(s) 1t wishes to sub-tend in the new LATA and the
parties shall jointly determine the calculation of the billing percentages which should apply for
such arrangement consistent with Exhibit C. MFS will deliver notice to Sprint of all new routes.
Sprint and MFS shall confirm each new route and associated billing percentages in a Letter of
Understanding, and shall file these percentages in NECA Taniff No. 4, within a reasonable time

following receipt of MFS' notice by Sprint.




Exhibit C

Meet-point Billing Rate Elements

[ e s NS Bl vess Cucimers

___Rate Element Billing Company

Carrier Common Line MFS

L.ocal Switching MFS

Interconnection Charge MFS

Local Transport Termination 50 % of Sprint rate & 50 % of MFS rate
Local Transport Facility .

Tandem Switching Sprint

Entrance Facility Sprint

: - Termizai S R

__ Rate Element Billing Company
Carrier Common Line MFS
Local Switching MFS
Interconnection Charge MFS
Local Transport Termination 50 % of Sprint rate & 50 “o of MFS rate
Local Transport Facility .
Tandem Switching Sprint
Entrance Facility Sprint

*  Parties bill the IXCs its own tariff rate multiplied by the billing percentage identified for it in
a given MPB pair, in this Exhibit C, multiplied by the total facility miles
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Exhibit D: MFS/Sprint Fiber Meet
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