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projects were valued at more than $5 million. As the chief business recruiter
ard manager of a county wide business retention program, | have worked
extensively with Haines City in the axpansion of existing businesses as well as
in the attraction of new companies to the fast growing community. A recent
example would be in my close working association with City officials to attract
the $35 ~illion Yteng Florida, Inc. project to Haines City. Ytong will open its

lightweight concrete products plent this spring and will employ 120 persons,

Why is it appropriate that the Florida Putillc Service Commission be
concemed with the provision of countywide extended area service for
Halnes City?

Long distance telephone toils create an economic impediment as Haines City
develops along with several of Polk County's municipalities. As Lakeland and
Winter Haven have become the hubs for economic activity in Polk, it is
imperative that the citizens of Haines City have easy and economice! access in
order to enjoy the same business climate growth. Furthermore, long aistance
tolls creats a cost of doing business and living in Haines City that creates a

competitive disadvantage for business in thet community.

In what ways will the Implen.entation of countywide extended area service
impact your business and community Interest?

One of the primary objactives of the Central Florida Development Council - a
public/private partnership between the Board of County Commissioners and all
area Chambers of Commercs - is 10 market the assets of Polk County as a
whole throughout the United States and the world. Haines City brings valuable

assets to our markating efforl. However, the office of the Central Florida
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Development Council is located in Bartow, the county seat. To call Haines City

requires long distance telephone calls and vice versa to our office.

In what ways do you foresee the implementation of countywids extended
area service Impacting the economy of Haines City?

As the U.S. Highway 27 cormridor (Frostproof through Haines City) and the 17-92,
highway 60, and interstate 4 corridors, continue to develop as a business and
residential location, Haines City will interact more and more with established
business communities in Polk County. It is imperative that extended area
service be available to promote countywide developmant. If EAS s
implamented, Haines City’'s market area is increased. The West Polk County
area holds a potential market for lerger than the Haines City and exireme
Eastern area of the County. Whan tolls are lifted, that market can be cost
effectively targeted by Haines City business.

Describe what you see as Haines Clty’s growth potential with the extended
area service for iocal telephone usage.
With extended area servica in place, Haines City can mature as one of the

fastast growir:y residential and service areas in Polk County.

Pleass describe any additiona! factors which you believe the Florida Publlc
Service Commission should consider with regard to Halnes City's
application.

As it now stands, Haines City is the only community in Polk County wiiere

residents and busingss owners are penalized by long distance telephone tolls
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to their friends and business contacts in other parts of the county. Haines City

is not an island, but a kay player in Polk's future growth.






