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Direct Testimony of
Jim Neison
On Behalf of The City of Haines Clty
Before the Florida Public Service Commission
February 21, 1997

Please state your name, business name, address and title.
Jim Nelson, Post Office Box 545, Haines City, Florida, 33844, Publix

Supermarket, Store Manager.

Please describe your educational background and your business

experience.

Graduata of Florida State University. Twenty-six years with Publix Supsrmarket.

Pleass describe your role as & community leader In Haines City.

Former City Commissioner of Haines City, 1994 - 96; Member of the Haines City
Chamber of Commerce, served on its Board of Directors for eight (8) years;
served on Lthe Board of Directors of the Haines City Mainstreet Program, and
currently a countywide “elected” official to the Polk County School Board
District.

Why is It appropriate that the Florida Public Service Commission b~
concerned with the provision of countywide extended area service for
Haines City?

Becausu as a resident, ! feel we should not have o pay long distance to other
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cities in Polk County when it is not long distance {o them. As a manager of
Publix Store, wa call our home office (Lakeland) frequently, As an Elected
Official with the School Board ¢ffica in Bartow, | fsel | should not have to pay the
‘extra charge” when conducting business and performing my elected duties.

in what ways wii che implementation of countywlids extended area service
impact your business and community interest?

1t wili most definitely increase the volume of cells around the County. It would
sarve as an added “incentive” for people and businasses to call around the

County without the detraction of inflated phone bills.

In what ways do you foresee tha implementation of countywide extended
area service impacting the economy of Haines City?

Haines City and the surrounding areas are statisticelly the fastest growing area
in Polk County, and the fourth largest of the 17 municipalities. Extending the
calling service can only  have a positive impact for business and residents
both now and in the future. it most definitely will increase the volume of calls

from this area both from business, personal and governmental purposes.

Describe what you see as Haines City's growth potential with countywide
extended area sarvice for local telsphone usage.
Again, you will see a signiticant increasa usage in the first year and a steady

rise in the years after.

Please describe any additional factors which you believe the Florida Public
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Sarvice Commission should consider with regard to Haines City's

application.

With major companies and distribution centers located in Lakeland, many
Haines City residents either work or seek jobs in the Lakeland areas which

require frequent long distance cells.

Also, the GTE Governmental Liaison for the Haines City area is located in

Lakeland requinng a long distance call to contact him.

Because Bartow is the County seat, and home of the Polk County School
system, parents, citizens and businesses in the Haines City area are charged
long-distance rates whare others in the County are not. This, | believe is an

injustice.

As an elected countywide official, voted on by registered voters from the entire
County, my constituants from Frostproof, Mulberry, Polk City, Fort Meade,
Lakeland, and Bartow cannot reach me via a loca! telephone cell at my

residence or place of employmant in Haines City.






