RUTLEDGE, ECENIA, UNDERWOOD, PURNELL & HOFFMAN

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
ATTORNFYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

STEPHEN A ECEWA POST OFFICE BOX 5581, 322303 0451 (R PO M1 AL (ORI TANTE
716 SOUTH MONROE STREET SUITE 420 :
KEMRETH A HOFFMAN PATHI R MMy DY
TALLAHASSEE FLORIDA 32301 1841 AMEY TR
THOLAS W KOMNPAD
MECHAEL O MADA [E——
A DAVIO PRESCOTT TELEPHONE (904) 681-6708

TELECOPIER (904) 6818515

comdiinlonso April 9, 1997

WILLLAM B WILLINOFAM

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director HAND DELIVERY
Division of Records and Reporting

Florida Public Service Commission

2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard

Betty Easley Conference Center

Room 110

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Re: Docket No. 970003-GU
Dear Ms. Bavyo:

Enclosed herewith for filing in the above-referenced docket on
behalf of Florida Public Utilities Company ("FPU") are the
following documents:

1L Original and five copies of FPU's Request for
Confidential Classification; and

2. An envelope containing a copy of the material considered
“Confidential."

Please acknowledge receipt of these documents by stamping the

“extra copy of this letter "filed" and returning the same to me.

- Thank you for your assistance with this filing.
= Sincerely,
7 ./;r’ bl ko
William B. willingham
WBW/rl

cc: All Parties of Record

Trib.lar
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Purchased Gas Adjustment ) Docket No. 970003-GU
(PGA) True-up ) Filed: April 9, 1997
)

FPU'S REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL CLASSIFICATION

Florida Public Utilities Company ("' PU"), pursuant to Section 366.093, Florida Statutes, and
Rule 25-22.006(4), Florida Administrative Code, submits this its Request for Confidential
Classification of portions of the Commission Stafl"s audit work papers pertaining to the Commission
Staff"s purchased gas adjustment (“PGA") Audit for the twelve-month period ending Scptember
1996. In support thereof, FPU states as follows:

l. The Commission Staf"s audit work papers at issuc identify the names of the gas
suppliers from which FPU has purchased gas and the price and invoice number of each purchase.
With the exception of the purchases from the Florida Gas Transmission Company. these purchases
were made pursuant to negotiated gas supply contracts.

2. FPU requests that certain information' in the Commission StafT’s audit work papers
be classified as "proprietary confidential business information” within the meaning of Section
366.093, Florida Statutes. The information and material at issue is intended 10 be and is treated by
FPU as proprietary and confidential. The Commission previously has determined that this
information is entitled to the protection of Section 366.093(3), Florida Statutes. Sgg, g.g., Order
Nos. PSC-96-0532-CFO-GU, issued April 15, 1996, and PSC-96-0343-CFO-GU, issued March 1]
1996. Attached hereto as exhibit “A" is a detailed explanation of the information and material for

which confidential treatment is requested and justification for the requested confidential treatment

' The vendor's name, invoice number and price paid for purchases from supplicrs other than

the Florida Gas Transmission Company.
DOCUMENT NIMBER-CATE
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Exhibit "A"

FIQRIDA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMPANY
Justification for Confidentiality Data Obtained During a PSC Audit
of Florida Public Utilities Company's PGA/True-up filings for the
twelve (12) months ended September 1996 under Docket NO. 960003-GU

/ AFAD NO. 96-151-4~2:

SCHEDULES PAGE(S) LINES COLUMNS RATIONALE

AUDITOR'S 43-1/1 P1: 30-137 A,C&D see below

WORK PAPERS 56-63 A,C&D see balow
(COST OF GAS

BY SUPPLIER 43-1/1 P2: 31-36 A,CED see below

AND PER.iu)) 52-61 A,C&D see below

43-1/1 P3: 30-36 A,C&D see below

52-59 A,C&D see below

43-1/2 P1l: 29-32 A,C&D see below

49-57 A,C&D see below

43-1/2 P2: 30-36 A,CE&D see below

52-61 A,CE&D see below

47=1/2 PJ: 30-36 A,C&D see below

52-54 A,C&D see below

The information contained within these columns represent negotiated
gas supply packages purchased from suppliers other than Florida Gas
Transmission Company. These prices vary based on the operaticnal
flexibility of each contract. These data contain the names of gas
suppliers from whom FPU is purchasing gas supplies. Release of
supplier names would be detrimental to the interests of FPU and its
customers since it would provide a competitor with a list of FPU's
suppliers. These data also contain information concerning the
totals paid to gas suppliers. Releasing such information could
provide competing gas suppliers with an advantage over FPU.
Suppliers may be less likely to make price concessions. Release of
such information has the potential to lead to inflated price fixing
by gas suppliers. Potentially, release of the aforementioned
information may result in higher gas costs which would have to be
passed along to FPU's customers. The item also represants
transaction by Florida Public Utilities Company and affects it's
PGA for imbalances traded and as an alternative to Florida Gas
Transmission Company's cash out program. Transactions of these
types are with other pipeline customers. For competitive purposes
only, FPU must be assured that no other pipeline customer will be
able to ascertain the parties involved in this transaction with FPU
nor the prices of the components of such transactions nor the
guantities involved in this transaction. Otherwise future
transactions of this type may be put at undue risk. This
information is contractual information which, if made public,
"would impair the efforts of (Florida Public Utilities Company] to
contract for goods or services on favorable terms." Section
3166.093(3)(d), Florida statutes.




of the highlighted portions of the Commission StafT"s audit work papers.

3. An unedited version of the Commission Stafl"s audit work papers has been submitted
to the Division of Records and Reporting on this date under a separate cover with the information
asserted to be confidential highlighted in yellow. An edited version of the documents on which the
information asserted to be confidential has been blocked out is enclosed herewith.

4 FPU requests that the information for which it seeks confidential classification remain
confidential for a period of at least 18 months as provided in Section 366.093(4), Florida Statutes
The time period requested is necessary to allow F'PU to negotiate future gas purchase contracts on
favorable terms,

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, FPU respectfully requests that its Request for

Confidential Classification be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

bl

WILLIAM B{ WILLINGI L ESQ.

RUTLEDGE, ECENIA, UNDERWOOD, PURNELL
& HOFFMAN, P.A.

P.O. Box 551

Tallahassee, Florida 32302-0551

(904) 081-6788

Attomeys for Florida Public
Utilities Company




| HEREBY certify that a copy of the foregoing was furnished by United Statcs Mail this 47

day of April, 1997 to:

Robert V. Elias, Esq.

W. Cochran Keating IV ,Esq.
Division of Legal Services
Florida Public Service
Commission

2540 Shumr . 1 Oak Boulevard
Gerald L. Gunter Building
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Joseph A. McGlothlin, Esq.
Vicki Kaufman, Esq.
McWhirter Law Firm

117 S. Gadsden Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301

John W. McWhirter, Jr., Esq.
McWhirter Law Firm

100 N. Tampa St., Suite 2800
l'ampa, FL 33602

Michael Palecki, Esq.

City Gas Company of Florida
955 East 25th Street

Hialeah, FL 33013-3498

Mr. Frank C. Cressman

Florida Public Utilities

Company

P. Q. Box 3395

West Palm Beach, FL 33402-3395

Ms. Colette M. Powers
Indiantown Gas System

P. 0. Box 8

Indiantown, FL. 34956-0008

Mr. Stuart L. Shoal

St. Joe Natural Gas Company
P. 0. Box 549

Port St. Joe, F1. 32457-0549

Wayne Schiefelbein, Fsq
Gatlin Law Firm

1709-D Muahan Drive
Tallahassee, FL. 32308

Ansley Watson
P.O. Box 1531
Tampa, FL. 33601-1531

Norman Horton, Jr., Esq.
Messer Law Firm

P. 0. Box 1876
Tallahassee, FL. 32302

Office of Public Counsel
111 W. Madison St., #812
Ta'lahassee, F1. 32399-1400

By it wtd -
WILLIAM B. WILLINGHAM, E5Q.

I—
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