





2. Haines City and the citizens were quite surprised to find the staff opposed
to any type of toll retief between Haines City to Bartow, the county seat. Bartow is the
center not only of county government in Polk County, but also of the schoot board and
all associated activities. |n Florida, most exchanges have either toll free calling or ECS
calling to the county seat, yet the staff recommandation would continua ico'ating Haines
City from the county. Staff sponsored no witnesses in this case, so there has been no
avenue to date to respond in the ataff recommendation. We believe the Commission
will be able to maks a better decision i it allows each party to comment on the staff
recommendation. Haines City officials and others axpect to attand the agenda
conference, and they wish to address the Commission briefly before the Commission

makes this imporiant decision that so directly affects them.




WHEREFORE, Haines City and the citizens respectfully raequest the Commission

to allow each party five minutes to address the Commission at the agenda conference.
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