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DIRECT TESTIMONY OF TOM BALLINGER
Q. Please state your name and business address
A My name is Tom Ballinger. My business address 1s 2540 Shumard Oak
Boulevard. Tallahassee. Florida. 32399-0850
Q. By whom are you employed and 1n what capacity?
A | am employed by the Florida Public Service Commission (FPSC) as a
UtiTity Systems/Communication Engineer Supervisor for the Bureau of System
Planning/Conservation and Electric Safety.
Q. Please describe your educational and professional background
A In April of 1985. | graduated from the Florida State Umiversity with a
B.S 1n Mechanical Engineering. Stince June. 1985. [ have been employed by the
FPSC. From the beginning of my career. | have been involved with various
utility regulatory issues such as power plant and transmission line need
determinations. operation and maintenance expenditures. rate cases,
performance incentives. reliability criteria. and other 1s5sues relating to
conservation and system planning. | have also been involved with the non-
utility side of regulation with such things as purchased power contract
approval, need determinations for qualifying facilities and competitive
bidding. [ have provided comments on proposed rules and sponsored testimony
and recommendations numerous times before the FPSC  In July. 1993 | was
promoted to my current position.
Q. What i1s the purpose of your testimony?
A In November of 1997. the Florida Reliability Coordinating Council (FRCC)
submitted a Reliability Assessment 7or Peninsular Florida  As an input to

this Assessment. certain assumptions were made regarding the equivalent
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avatlability of generating umits The purpose of my testimony 15 o recommend
that the equivalent availability targets filed in the Generation Performance
Incentive Factor (GPIF) be consistent with the values assumed 1n the
development of the Reliability Assessment.

0. Why should the values for a long-term reliability ascessment be
consistent with a short term target?

A The values used 1n the Reliability Assessment are virtually constant
every year of the ten year study period. This means that the values are both
short and Tong term expectations of umit performance. As such. no reward or
penalty should be 1mposed 1f this level of performance 15 achieved

Q. Does thiy conclude your testimony?

A Yes.
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