ORIGINAL

MEMORANDUM
March 25, 1998
TO : DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING (BAYO PP
FROM:  DIVISION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER
RE : DOCKET NO. 980075-WS; APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT OF

CERTIFICATES NOS. 580-W AND 500-S IN MARION AND SUMTER
COUNTIES BY LITTLE SUMTER UTILITY COMPANY.

Attached please find a memo from the Department of Community Affairs, which should

be placed in the above docket file,
If you have any questions, please contact me.
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CC: Division of Water and Wastewater (Crouch)

Division of Legal Services (Ottinot)
Division of Records and Reporting (Security File)
Attachment
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STATE OF FLORIDA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

"Helping Floridians create safe, vibrant, sustainable communities*

LAWTON CHILES JAMES F. MURLEY
Governor SecrewEy
MEMORANDUM
TO: Billie Messer and Jobn Williams, Division of Water and Wastewater,
Public Service Commission 8
FROM:  Maria Abadal Cahill, Bureau of Local \(&\:‘
Department of Community Affairs

DATE: March 9, 1998

SUBJECT: Public Service Commission Utilities Expansion Application
Little Sumter Utility, Inc.; PSC Docket No. 980075-WS

Summary and Recommendation

Little Sumter Utility, Inc., has applied to the Public Service Commission to amend its water and
wastewater certificate to include additional land area in its service territory. The area proposed
for addition to the Little Sumter Utility service area consists of spproximately 1,835 acres
located in south Marion County and north Sumter County.

The expanded service area will serve to facilitate the conversion of rural land to urban uses

through a proposed Florida Quality Development and the development of previously platted

lands. If the proposed Florida Quality Development is not spproved, the proposed utility service

arca expansion could be a catalyst for the premature conversion of rural, agricultural land to

urban uses. The expansion to the utility service area should occur after the necessary Future

mu:mwmmmﬁmmmmmmm.
opment order.
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L of
Regional Impact located in Sumter County and Lake Counties. Little Sumter Utility, Inc., is
secking to expand its service area to provide water and waste water service adjacent to the
southern boundary of the Sumter County portion of Tri County Villages (117 acres) and to the
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The Utility's current water system has a capacity of 5.328 mgd and the waste water system has a
capacity of 0.9 mgd. The applicant asserts that service to the proposed territory will not require

expansion of the existing water and waste water systems or construction of new systems.
However, the applicant bas not provided clear evidence to support the assertion that these
systems will not require capacity expensions to accommodate the buildout of the current service
area and the proposed service area expansion.

The area of south Marion and north Lake and Sumter Counties where the Tri County Villages
Development of Regional Impact is located is a rapidly urbanizing area, in large part due to the
effects of this Development of Regional Impact. The 1997 Tri County Villages Development of
Regional Impact annual report indicates that 1,036 residential units were constructed during

expansion area in Sumter County is currently designated Agricultural on the adopted Future
Land Use Map and abuts the Tri County Villages Development of Regional Impact. Sumter
County planning staff have verbally indicated that a country club (including a restaurant) and a
polo field are planned for this ares. The Sumter County Comprehensive Plan does not

specifically provide for these uses in the Agricultural Future Land Use Map category other than
to provide for "neighborhood commercial” uses in the Agricultural area which include "small

restaurants.

The Marion County Future Land Use Map currently designates the proposed 1,718-acre utility
expansion arca as Rural. The Plan requires the provisions of this infrastructure to convert land
from an Urban Reserve “uture Land Use Map designation to an Urban Expansion Future Land

Usc Map designation.
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The developer of the Tri County Villages Development of Regional Impact has an option to
EEREEE?%EEFEE!EBE@
a Florida Quality Development on the site. To date a pre-application meeting has been held for
the Florida Quality Development, but no application for development approval has been filed
with the Department. The Marion County Utilities Director has indicated that the County is
secking an agreement with Little Sumter to serve additional area around the requested expansion
arca with water and sewer.

The area in south Marion County to the north of the proposed expansion area, the location of the
proposed Villages of Marion Florida Quality Development, is a large, relatively undeveloped,
platted subdivision (Orange Blossom Hills) that lacks water and sewer infrastructure,
Development of this area would be enhanced by the provision of water and sewer facilities as
opposed to utilizing onsite sewage disposal systems, i.c., septic tanks.
Conclusion and Recommendation

The proposed Florida Quality Development will require an amendment to the adopted Marion
OEEEQIEBIE&EEEE!?F This amendment
must be supported by appropriate data and analysis to justify the Future Land Use Map change.
To secure a Florida Quality Development designation the proposed project must meet the Florida

service area will be necessary to meet the needs of this development. Central water and waste
water facilities could also be utilized in the existing platted subdivisions in the area that do not
bave these facilities. Therefore, if the Florida Quality Development is approved and utilities are
provided to this area the land uses that would otherwise occur and currently exist in this platted
arca could be accelerated.

The expanded service area will, however, serve to facilitate the conversion of rural land (the
proposed Florida Quality Development). In the absence of the proposed Florida Quality
Development and land use plan amendment, the proposed utility service area expansion would

a catalyst for the premature conversion of rural, agricultural land to urban uses. The expansion to
the utility service area should occur after the necessary Future Land Use Map changes have
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ATTACHMENT 1
Utility Expansion Area Maps
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