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DOCKET NO. 980423 - EI - Tl\MPA E.LECTRIC COMPANY - PE'I'ITI ON 
BY TAMPA ELECTRIC COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF A BUILUING 
ENERGY-EFFICIENCY RAT.lNG SYSTEM (BERS) TARIFF 

0 4 /28/98 - REGULAR AGENDA - TAJUJ1 F P1 LING - I NTERESTED 
PE.RSONS MAY PARTICIPATE 

CRITICAL DA'rES: 60 - DAY SUSPENSION DATE: 05/23/98 

SPECIAL I NSTRUCTIONS: S :\PSC\EAG\WP\98042lEI.RCM 

CASE BACKGROVNP 

I n 1993 , the Florida Legislature passed t he "Florida Build i ng 
Energy -Efficien c y Rating Act • which is cod ified as sectio ns 
553.990 - 553 . 998 , Florida Statutes . The purpose o f the .::~ct is to 
provide for a s ta tewi de unifonn system f or rating the energy 
efficiency of buildi ngs and to e nsure tha t these ratings are 
disclosed t o prospecti v e purchasers at their request . The statute 
instructs the Departmen t of Community Af fa irs to adopt, update , and 
maintain a statewi de uniform build ing energy-ef(i c lency rating 
s ystem (BERS). On July l, 1994 The Departmen t of Community A(fairs 
adopted Rules 98·60. 001 • 98-60.007 , Flor ida Administrative Code , 
in ord e r to impleme n t t he BERS system passed by the Fl o rida 
Legislature . 

PISCVSSIQN QP ISSQES 

ISSQE 1: Should the Co mmi ssion approve Tampa Elec tri c Company ' s 
(TF.CO) peti tion for a pproval of a BF.RS tariff? 

RBCOMMENDATIQN: Yes. The Commission s.hould approv"' TECO' s 
petition f o r approval of a BERS tari f f. 
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STAFF ANALYSIS: Rule 25- 17. 003(3) , Florida Adm i nistrative Code , 
requires all util i t i e s to o ffer BERS Audits t o e l igibl e restde nttal 
c ustomers . A BERS Aud.it is an energy o ffici c nc y analysis t ha t may 
be performed , upon c ustomer request, on new o r c x iating single 
family residences. 

TECO's proposed charges for thls aud it a re in l ine with 
Florida Power & Light Company, Fl o r ida Powe r Corporation, and Gulf 
Power Company's existing BERS tariffs. According to TECO, the BERS 
Audits will be performed i n compliance ·with Secti on 553.995, 
Florida Statutes , and Rules 98-6 0 .004 (3) a nd (4 ) and ~13- 60.005, 
Florida Administrative Code, as required by Commission Rule 25-
17.003, Florida Administrat i ve Code. Therefore , s t a f f recommends 
that the Commission approve TECO's BERS Audit tari ff . 

ISSUE 2: What is the appropriate effective dat e for TECO ' s BERS 
tariff? 

:RECOMMENDATION: TECO ' s BERS tariff should Lake ef fect t. ht· date o f 
the Commission vote. 

STAFF ANALYSIS : TECO BERS tariff should take effect the date o! 
the Commission vo te so customers ca n immediate ly begin to take 
a dvant age o f the new tari ff. 

ISSQE 3: Should this docket be closed? 

RECOMMENDATION: Yes . If no timely protest .1.s filed. this docket 
should be c l osed. 

STI\FF ANALYSIS: If a person whose substantia l inter ests are 
affected by the Commission's proposed agenc y action t i mely file s 
a protest within 21 days o f the issuance date o [ tl1e o rder , the 
tariff should remain in ef fect, with any inc rease in revenues 
held subject to refund, pending resolution o f the protest. If no 
cimely protest is filed , the dorket s hould be closed. 
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